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EDITOR’S LETTER 


ne night in May while working on our football magazine, I asked a 
friend for ideas for my editor’s letter. He quickly replied (via instant 
messenger): “Write about how the fact that there is no playoff has ru- 
ined college football.” But it hasn't, I retorted. Yes it has, was his re- 
sponse. No, it hasn't. Yes, it has. ... you get the picture. 

I've always been relatively non-committal on the controversial subject of a playoff. 
A large majority of college football fans are passionate on the matter; I'm not. I like 
the sport the way it is. Would I rather see an eight-team playoff decide the national 
champion? Yes, but I'm fine with the current set-up. The BCS has its flaws, but it still 
delivers a national championship game. And while there's some controversy seemingly 
every yeat, only once since its inception in 1998 has an undefeated team from a BCS 
conference (Auburn in 2004) been squeezed out of the title game. Every other team 
that has been “screwed” by the BCS — Miami in 2000 and Oregon in 2001 come 
to mind — suffered a loss in the regular season. Those teams might have deserved to 
play in the title game, but your argument loses quite a bit of steam if you have lost 
agame, 

“The best thing the BCS has done in recent years is ... nothing. That’ right, by not 
changing the formula, the BCS has at least brought some much-needed consistency 
to the process. My biggest problem with the BCS in its formative years was the con- 
stant tweaking of the formula, It didn seem right to change the parameters by which 
the BCS selected the top two teams on an annual basis. The relatively simple one- 
third computers, one-third coach’ polls and one-third Hartis poll seems to be work- 
ing well. 

Hopefully, with this (lukewarm) pro-BCS rhetoric, I haven't lost any credibility 
among the die-hard pro-playoff faction, 

I will readily admit that a playoff would be great. But not having a playoff hasn't 
“ruined the sport,” as my friend contends. It’s a great sport that could be a litle bit 
better, 


Speaking of great sports, I can't believe it rook me so long to discover college fan- 
tasy football. Last season was my first in a league, and while my team was terrible — 
who knew that Branden Ore was going to struggle so much or that John David Booty 
was only going to throw 23 touchdowns? — I had a blast following the sport in even 
greater depth (if that is possible). 

‘This year, Athlon Sports has entered the world of college fantasy football. On page 
196, you can find our player rankings to help you avoid the same mistakes I made 
last season. 

For much more fantasy information, visit athlonsports.com. Throughout the pre- 
season, we will continue to update our rankings and provide the latest news and notes 
to help you win your league. During the season, AthlonSports.com will provide 
weekly rankings, player updates and informative weekly pieces to keep your team on 
top for the 2008 season. 

Thope you enjoy the magazine. As always, wed love to get some feedback. Email 
us at editor@athlonsports.com 
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Mitchell Light, Senior Editor 
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2008 NATIONAL EDITION 


THE TEAMS 


The following is an alphabetical listing and page location for all 
120 Division I-A team previews. Starting on page 50, the pre- 
views appear in the book according to the team ranking. 
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IN SEASON, ALL SEASON 


WEB VIDEO: CONFERENCE PREVIEW SHOWS 


The second season of Athlon’s web video preview shows begins this 


summer. Join Senior Editor Mitchell Light as he provides highlights, 
analysis and predictions for the upcoming season. 


LIVE CHAT THURSDAYS 

Athlon Sports editors will talk College Football and Recruiting 
throughout the summer every Thursday afternoon. Head over to 
AthlonSports.com for a complete schedule. 


HEISMAN HOPEFULS 
Athlon’s Heisman Watch features the top 25 candidates to hoist the 
Heisman Trophy. 


COLLEGE FANTASY FOOTBALL DRAFT KIT 

Let Athion’s panel of experts prepare you for your college fantasy 
football draft with the brand new College Fantasy Football Draft Kit. 
New to College Fantasy? Learn strategies and how to play at 
AthlonSports.com this summer. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


GAME PREVIEWS FOR EVERY TEAM 
Every team. Every game. Every Thursday. Make AthlonSports.com 
your source for weekly game previews from team No. 1 to 119. 


CONFERENCE NOTEBOOKS 
Get BCS conference writeups every Monday chronicling the 
weekend's action. 


UPDATED ATHLON 119 
Weekly ranking updates of all 119 Football Bowl Subdivision teams. 
‘See who rises and who falls every Monday afternoon. 


SCENES FROM SATURDAY 

A ‘ollege football photography is showcased. 
‘urday presented by JVC. Soak up 
wo of the biggest games each week 


SIDELINE SPIRIT 

One of the most popular features on AthlonSports.com during the foot- 
ball season. More that 3 million ballots were cast in last year’s contest. 
Let your voice be heard again in the 2008 Sideline Spirit Contest. 


ATHLON CONSENSUS 100 


Get all your recruiting rankings in one place with the Athlon Consensus 
100. The 2009 AC100 database launches this summer. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PICK'EM 
Visit AthlonSports.com for your chance 
to compete in a pick'em game against 
country music star Trace Adkins! 


BEAT THE EDITORS 
WIN $25,000 


You’ve seen our picks, now it’s your turn. 

Sign up online and select the 11 conference 
champions and the eventual national champion. 
Beat the editors and you could win free Athlon mat 
the Ultimate Fan’s Tailgate package or other coo! 


Correctly predict all 12 winners and you could win $2 ) 
Visit AthlonSports.com for more details: " 


AL 


AWARDS 


Athlon’ yaad They’re the teams within the team — those cohesive little units bound 
together by their shared responsibilities within the larger team context. 


a 


NING 


Whether it’s the offensive linemen firing off time after time into those familiar blocking 
sleds, or the defensive linemen drilling repeatedly on how to shed blockers, or the defen- 
sive backs breaking on ball after ball — these teams in miniature hone their tasks on the 
practice field until those tasks become second nature. 

Whether or not these units function as one can make the difference between winning and 
losing, and a single unit can carry a team to New Year’s Day — or beyond. 

It’s entirely fitting, then, for us to honor the best of the best at each position with our 
eighth annual Athlon Awards. 
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2. MISSOURI 

With Tebow hogging the spotlight, it wasn’t until fairly late in the season that 
fans nationwide began to take notice of Chase Daniel. The first Heisman fi- 
alist in Missouri history, Daniel completed 68 percent of his passes with 
33Ds. He set school records with 4,306 passing yards and 4,559 yards of 
total offense. Despite spending 2005 as Brad Smith’s backup, Daniel has 
thrown 62 career touchdown passes and has run for nine more scores. He 
was second-team All-America in ’07 as selected by the AP and the Walter 
Camp Foundation, consensus first-team All-Big 12 and was the league’s Of- 
fensive Player of the Year. Fifth-year senior Chase Patton was one of the 
most avidly recruited high school quarterbacks in the nation in 2004, and 
remains as Daniel’s backup after logging 10 game appearances in 2007. 
True freshman Blaine Gabbert, one of the most high-profile recruits ever to 
sign with Missouri, is the Tigers’ quarterback of the future. 


3. WEST VIRGINIA 

Pat White is the most prolific running quarterback in the country. Last year 
he sped around and through opponents for a team-high 1,335 yards and 
14 touchdowns, bringing his career totals to 3,356 and 38. He sports a ca- 
reer rushing average of 7.1 yards per carry, and he is tied for first on the 
school charts with three 200-yard rushing games. But White can also move 
the Mountaineer offense through the air. In 2007 he was 144-of-216 (67 
percent) for 1,724 yards and 14 touchdowns and finished ninth in the na- 
tion (fourth among 2008 returnees) in passing efficiency. White, who pilots 
the spread option to perfection, has been the Big East Offensive Player of 
the Year each of the last two years and is the reigning Fiesta Bow! Offen- 
sive MVP. Jarrett Brown, a drop-back passer with a live arm, has thrown 
four touchdown passes in spot duty over the last two years. And as a red- 
shirt freshman in ’06, he ran for a seven-yard TD in the Marshall game. 


NEXT UP 


4. CLEMSON 

Tf Cullen Harper picks up where he left off last season, coach Tommy Bow- 
den just might pick up that AGC title and BCS bid that has eluded him until 
now. Harper entered his!junior year of 2007 with precious little game ex- 
perience but hit thé ground running. Or is thatthrowing? He set 21 school 
career and single-game records, completing 65 percent of his passes (282- 
of-433) for 2,991 yards, His 27TD passes broke the old single-season record 
by six: He threw for a’ school-record five touchdowns on two separate 
games. He is the first Clemson quarterback to beat a Top-20 ranked team 
in his first’start — a 24-18 victory over Florida State — and he owns the 
school record with zero interceptions in his first 165 career pass attempts. 
Willy Korn, one of the most highly rated quarterbacks in the 2007 recruit- 
ing class, will back up Harper after completing 8-of-11 for 100 yards and a 
score in early-season action before going down with an injury. 


5. WASHINGTON 

Jake Locker came to Washington with Parade All-America status and a rep- 
utation as a dangerous dual threat. Upon taking the reins of Ty Willingham’s 
offense last fall, he did not disappoint. He set a Pac-10 record for rushing 
by a quarterback with 986 yards, averaging 5.7 per carry and running for 
13 TDs, despite missing the Cal game as a precaution following a helmet- 
to-helmet hit the previous week. Locker’s 82.2 rushing yards per game are 
the most of any player in the Pac-10 returning for 2008. His 2,062 passing 
yards were the most ever by a UW freshman. His 3,048 yards of total of- 
fense for the season, single-game total offense of 493 yards (vs. Arizona) 
and four TD passes in agame (twice) all rank second on the school charts. 
His 98-yard scoring pass to Marcel Reese was the longest pass play in Pac- 
10 history, Defenses that are vexed by athletic quarterbacks will have night- 
mares because of Locker, the reigning Pac-10 Freshman of the Year. 
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2. GEORGIA 

Knowshon Moreno ran for more yards last year than any freshman in Geor- 
gia history not named Herschel Walker. Despite starting only six games 
while sharing the job with Thomas Brown, Moreno carried the ball 248 times 
for 1,334 yards and 14 TDs, averaging 5.3 per carry. In one five-game mid- 
season stretch, he ran for 766 yards and nine scores. He was named SEC 
Freshman of the Year and first-team all-conference, and scored twice in 
Georgia's 41-10 Sugar Bowl rout of Hawaii. Caleb King, the top high school 
recruit from the state of Georgia in 2006, redshirted last fall, as Moreno did 
in 2006. With Brown’s departure, King should team with Moreno in a dev- 
astating one-two punch. Fullback Brannan Southerland, a three-year starter, 
made the most of his 17 carries last fall, scoring on five of them. 


3. OKLAHOMA 

Despite the departure of 1,000-yard rusher Allen Patrick, the Oklahoma 
running game shouldn’t miss a beat. DeMarco Murray was the real game- 
breaker, running for 764 yards and 13 touchdowns as a freshman. Murray 
also ran two kickoffs back for touchdowns and averaged 29.3 yards — the 
second-highest in school history — per return. Murray’s 15 total touch- 
downs tied the school freshman record set by Adrian Peterson. Chris 
Brown, who logged two starts as a freshman in 2006 when Peterson and 
Patrick were injured, boasts two-year rushing numbers of 954 yards and 13 
TDs. Mossis Madu averaged 5.8 yards with two TDs on 40 carries as a 2007 
freshman, and Parade All-American Jermie Calhoun, considered the top 
high school player coming out of Texas this year, adds even more depth. 


NEXT UP 


7 CLEMSON 


In James Davis and C.J. Spiller, Clemson welcomes back thousands of 
rushing yards, and in addition, Spiller (the Lightning to Davis’ Thunder) is 
a multiple threat. Over the last two years, the two have combined for 
3,957 yards, 5.7 per carry and 40 touchdowns on the ground. Davis ran 
for a team-high 879 yards and nine scores as a 2005 freshman the year 
before Spiller arrived. Davis has surpassed the 1,000-yard rushing mark 
each of the last two seasons and is a two-time returning All-ACC first- 
teamer. He has surpassed the century mark 12 times, quite a feat for 
someone who shares snaps. In addition to his exploits as a running back, 
Spiller has 53 career pass receptions, four for touchdowns. He led the 
team in all-purpose yards with 132.5 per game and averaged 28.8 yards 
on kick returns last fall, and he was the only player in the ACC to run two 
kickoffs back for touchdowns, And there is another speed-power running 
back duo coming in with this year’s freshman class in the form of Andre 
Ellington and Jamie Harper. 


CJ. SPILLER 
AND JAMES DAVIS 


4, WISCONSIN 

Only two Badgers — Ron Dayne and Anthony Davis — had ever rushed 
for 1,000 yards in each of their first two seasons until last fall, when PJ. Hill 
joined them. Hill’s 1,212 rushing yards in 2007 are the third-most ever by 
a Badger sophomore, and he missed two games and parts of two others 
with injuries. He already ranks ninth in school history with 2,805 career 
rushing yards. He has passed the century mark in 14 games, averaged 5.1 
yards per carry, run for 29 TDs and added two scores on pass receptions. 
His top backup, Zach Brown, came on strong late in the 07 season as a 
true freshman with 490 yards on the ground in the final five games. Yet a 
third back with big-play potential in Madison is junior Lance Smith-Williams, 
who averaged six yards on 71 attempts in eight appearances last fall. 


5. BOISE STATE 

‘As one of the heroes of one of the greatest games ever played (scoring the 
game-winning two-point conversion against Oklahoma in the 2007 Fiesta 
Bowl), Ian Johnson should be a household name. He was a sophomore that 
year and an All-American. He ran for 1,713 yards at 6.2 per carry with 25 
touchdowns, and finished eighth in the Heisman voting. Last fall, he was 
hampered by injuries and missed two full games but still ran for over 1,000 
yards and 16 scores. He is the top returning rusher in the country with ca- 
reer numbers of 3,417 rushing yards, 45 rushing TDs and 46 total TDs. Je- 
remy Avery and D.J. Harper both return after starting games while Johnson 
was sidelined, Avery ran for 672 yards and led the team with a 6.5-yard av- 
erage. Harper teamed with Avery for 14 rushing touchdowns on the year. 
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T FLORIDA 


Eight of the 10 players who caught passes for Florida in 2007 return in ’08, 
and arguably the best all-around skill-position player in the country lines 
up at wide receiver for the Gators. In two years in Gainesville, Percy 
Harvin has caught 93 passes for 1,285 yards and six touchdowns and has 
run for 1,192 yards and nine scores. He led Florida in receiving last fall 
with 59 catches at 14.5 yards per reception. Wideout Louis Murphy and 
tight end Cornelius Ingram return to their regular duties after averaging 
just under 15 yards each on a combined 71 receptions, 12 for scores, last 
season. Replacing the departed Andre Caldwell in the wide receiver play- 
ing group will be junior college All-American Carl Moore, a 6'4", 223-pound 
package of strength and speed who caught 73 passes for Sierra Com- 
munity College in California last year. Junior Riley Cooper sports a 22.8- 
yards per-catch average over two years. He has scored six touchdowns 
‘on just 12 career receptions, including a 30-yarder on his only touch 
against Tennessee last year, and should play an expanded role beginning 
in 08. 

CORNELIUS INGRAM 

AND PERCY HARVIN: 


2. ARIZONA 

The Wildcats finished 10th nationally in passing offense last fall with 308.5 
yards per game and 28 touchdowns, and the top three receivers are back 
along with quarterback Willie Tuitama to deliver the ball. First-team All-Pac- 
10 returnee Mike Thomas led the conference with 83 receptions and 11TD. 
catches. He picked up 1,038 yards as a receiver and also was second on the 
team in rushing with 173 yards on just 10 carries. With 185 catches over his 
three years in Tucson, Thomas is easily within reach of the school career 
record of 230 receptions. Junior Terrell Turner caught 50 balls last season 
with four touchdown grabs, and 6'4" Delashaun Dean is back for his soph- 
omore year after a 37-catch 2007. Tight end Rob Gronkowski lines up tight 
or wide in Sonny Dykes’ spread, and the 6’6”, 260-pounder averaged 18.8 
yards with six TDs on 28 catches as a true freshman last year. 


3. MISSOURI 

Despite losing All-American Martin Rucker, the Tigers still boast one of the 
nation’s top pass-catching tight ends in Chase Coffman. He enters 2008 
with 157 career receptions for 1,672 yards, and with a year to play already 
owns the MU career record for touchdowns with 20. Wide receiver Jeremy 
Maclin also returns after logging the third-most productive receiving sea- 
son in school history, with 1,055 yards and nine scores on 80 catches, as.a 
freshman. Maclin, a consensus All-American, established a new NCAA sin- 
gle-season record for all-purpose yardage for a freshman with 2,776 yards. 
Tommy Saunders and Danario Alexander are still fully in the mix after com- 
bining for 78 catches and three touchdowns a year ago. Alexander opened 
the 2007 regular season with nine catches against Illinois and finished with 
eight and a score against Kansas. Jared Perry, the team’s freshman of the 
year in 2006, has 50 career receptions to his credit. 


NEXT UP 
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4. RUTGERS 

Tiquan Underwood led the 07 Scarlet Knights in receptions with 65, seven 
for touchdowns, averaged 17 yards per catch and landed on the All-Big East 
first team. Kenny Britt was second-team all-conference after averaging 20 
yards on 62 receptions, with eight TD grabs. Britt’s 1,232 yards and Un- 
derwood’s 1,100 are the top two single-season receiving yardage totals in 
Rutgers history. Slot receiver Tim Brown brings 32 receptions with a 17- 
yard average and five scores over his first two years at RU. Tight end Kevin 
Brock had been used exclusively as a blocker before last year, when he 
worked his way into the receiving game for 23 catches. And with a healthy 
Mike Teel at quarterback (he played with an injured throwing hand last 
year), the receivers should continue to flourish. 


5, CLEMSON 

Aaron Kelly, with 165 career catches, needs three more to break the school 
record\and 52 to become the ACC’s all-time leading receiver, so expect 
Cullen Harper to feed Kelly the ball in shovelfuls. Last year, Kelly caught 88 
passes, and his 11 TD catches are a new Clemson standard. Tyler Grisham 
lines up on the other side of the formation, and with 60 catches and four 
‘scores last fall, opposing DBs can’t afford to focus on Kelly. Jacoby Ford, a 
home run'threat who averaged a team-high 18.2 yards per catch and scored 
four TDs before an ankle injury cut his season short, should be much more 
involved, Michael Palmer and Brian Linthicum both return after combining 
for 24 catches and four TDs from the tight end spot last fall. 


OHIO STATE /// LSU /// TEXAS TECH /// OKLAHOMA /// UNLV, 
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1 west 
VIRGINIA 


West Virginia amassed 297.2 rushing yards per game (third-best in the nation), scored 49 touchdowns on, 
the ground and boasted two 1,000-yard rushers, and six key contributors return to the line that paved the 
way. Senior Ryan Stanchek anchors the group from his left tackle position. He broke into the starting lineup. 
at left guard midway through his freshman season of 2005, then switched to left tackle as a sophomore in 
06. He is a first-team All-Big East returnee, and the Football Writers selected him first-team All-America in 
°07. Lining up next to Stanchek on the left side is junior guard Greg Isdaner, who is entering his third year 
as a starter. Isdaner joined Stanchek on the All-Big East first team last fall following a Freshman All-Amer- 
ica campaign in 2006. After backing up All-American Dan Mozes in 2006, Mike Dent took over as starting cen- 
ter last fall and was named second-team all-conference right out of the gate. Jake Figner, Selvish Capers 
and Eric Rodemoyer shared the right side of the line among them last year, and all are back for 2008. 


STEPHEN MAW, SELVISH CAPERS, JAKE FIGNER, MIKE DENT, GREG ISDANER, ‘RYAN STANCHEK AND JOHN BRADSHAW 


2. LSU 

Four-fifths of the line that paved the way to the National Championship re- 
turns for more, along with four second-teamers. The left side is a load. Her- 
man “The House” Johnson will start for his third year at guard. Officially 
‘one of the biggest babies ever born in Louisiana at 15 pounds, 14 ounces, 
Johnson came to LSU weighing somewhere north of four bills. He is now 
350-ish and 6'7". He was a first-team All-SEC selection last season, and he 
lines up next to tackle Ciron Black, a 6'5", 314-pound junior, who landed on 
the All-SEC second unit in 2007. Lyle Hitt is back at his right guard position, 
and Brett Helms is considered one of the nation’s best centers. The only 
starter gone from last year is right tackle Carnell Stewart, and his re~ 
placement is Joseph Barksdale, who was one of the most coveted line re- 
cruits in the nation last year and lettered as a true freshman. 


3. OKLAHOMA 

Oklahoma averaged 449 yards of total offense last fall, and on 401 called 
pass plays, its quarterbacks were sacked only 14 times. And all five O-line 
starters are back. All-American Duke Robinson spearheads the attack from 
his left guard position. Of his 200-plus career knockdown blocks, 97 came 
last year, when he graded out at 85 percent. Lining up next to Robinson at 
left tackle is 6'8", 350-pound Phil Loadholt, who landed on the All-Big 12 
second team last fall for notching 104 knockdowns. Right guard Brandon 
Walker is another second-team all-conference returnee, with center Jon 
Cooper riding a team-high streak of 29 consecutive starts. Senior Branndon 
Braxton and junior Trent Williams split time at right tackle last fall and both 
return for 2008. 


NEXT UP 


4. OHIO STATE 

Only one player is gone fromlast year’s two deep. The missing piece is All- 
America right tackle’Kirk Barton, Bryant Browning, who served as the top 
backup at botti guard and tackle in 2007, will replace him. Alex Boone, a 6'8", 
312-pound senior and Outland Trophy candidate, will be in his third year as 
the starter atleft tackle; guarding quarterback Todd Boeckman’s blind side. 
A pair of fifth-year seniors + 6'7", 325-pound Steve Rehring and 6'3", 323- 
pound Ben Person — hold down the guard positions, and Connor Smith, the 
2005 High School Player of theYear in Ohio, should work in this year’s guard 
rotation. Jimmy Cordle/is coming/back for his junior year at center. Boone, 
Rehring, Person and Cordle all started every game for the Buckeyes last fall. 
Chris Wells: should be well beyond the line of scrimmage with a head of 
steam on most of his attempts before a defender can get a hand on him. 


5. WISCONSIN 

Badger tailbacks don’t amass their gaudy stats without help up front. This 
‘season, Pu. Hill, Zach Brown and Lance Smith will work behind a typically 
brutish Badger line. Kraig Urbik spearheads the unit at right guard. Urbik 
is entering his fifth year in the system and has started 39 straight games 
at\three different positions. At the other guard is 6'6", 316-pound Andy 
Kemp, who had’started 20 straight before a hand injury knocked him out of 
action late.last’season. John Moffitt will take over full time at center, re- 
placing Marcus Coleman, the only one of last year’s starting five no longer 
around, Senior Eric Vanden Heuvel and sophomore Gabe Carimi return to 
their tackle posts, dash Oglesby, the top-rated offensive tackle recruit in 
the nation two years ago, could move in at right tackle if he stays healthy. 


TENNESSEE /// PENN STATE /// ALABAMA /// TEXAS /// OREGON STATE 
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THE MEMBERS OF OKLAHOMAS IMPOSING DEFENSIVE FRONT 


7 OKLAHOMA 


End Auston English was first-team All-Big 12 after racking up 9.5 sacks and 13'tackles for a 
loss. At the other end is Jeremy Beal, who cracked the starting lineup by the end of last sea- 
son and celebrated with six tackles and his first sack in the Big 12 Championship game. The 
end picture got rosier when John Williams was granted a sixth year*With DeMarcus Granger 
and Gerald McCoy at the tackles, opponents’ inside running willbe stopped cold. 


2. LSU 

Glenn Dorsey is gone. So what. The other three starters are back; including Ricky Jean-Fran- 
cois, who announced his return from a suspension with three tackles in the SEC title game. 
Tyson Jackson is back after notching’15 quarterback hurries and/batting down 10 passes 
from his end spot last year. At the other end is Kirston Pittman, who registered team highs with 
13.5 tackles for a loss and‘eight sacks. Tackles Marlon Favorite and Al Woods both return to 
the playing group, and coach Les Miles plans’to use/Jean-Francois at both tackle and end. 


3. PENN STATE 

Penn State finished’ 2007/ranked seventh nationally in rushing defense, allowing just 93.8 
yards per game on the ground, and second in sacks with 46. End Maurice Evans racked up 21.5, 
tackles for a loss of 117 yards and/12.5 sacks for minus-94 yards, forced five fumbles and bat- 
ted down three passes. Returning starter Josh Gaines, a two-year starter, and veteran backup 
Aaron Maybin are available at the other end, and the projected tackle rotation of Jared Odrick, 
Ollie Ogbu and Abe Koroma drew a combined/14 starting assignments last fall. 


4. GEORGIA 

Geno Atkins is the spearhead of a stubborn Georgia defensive line. Atkins, a first-team All-SEC 
returnee, provides the Bulldogs with a tremendous inside push. Jeff Owens will be in his third 
year starting at the other tackle and/clogging up the middle. Kade Weston is back after shar- 
ing one of the tackle positions with Atkins. Roderick Battle returns at end, where he has ap- 
peared in all 26.games of his career and started all 13 last fall. Jeremy Lomax will fill the 
vacancy at the other end and sawyenough game action last year to post 4.5 tackles for a loss. 


5. BOSTON COLLEGE 

Ron Brace is an immovable object in the middle. He broke through for 7.5 tackles for a loss 
totaling 32 yards. Alex Albright:registerad a team-high 8.5 sacks for 57 yards in losses as a 
sophomore despite missing two games with a broken arm. Jim Ramella started the last three 
games in Albright’s place and finished the season with three tackles for a loss, a sack and an 
interception. B.J. Raji had worked his way into the tackle rotation as a true freshman in 2004 
before sitting out last season due to. academics. He will rejoin Brace in an imposing duo. 


NEXT UP 
{LLINOIS /// OREGON /// TEXAS 
ARIZONA STATE /// EAST CAROLINA 
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2. FLORIDA 


The entire linebacker corps is back, with consen- 
‘Sus first-team All-SEC selection Brandon Spikes in 


TOP LB UNITS 


the middle. Spikes paced the team and finished sec- 
ond in the SEC with 131 tackles, including 16 be- 
hind the line. He registered seven or more tackles, 
including at least three solos, in every game of the 
2007 season. He recovered three fumbles, includ- 
ing two in the South Carolina game, and broke up 
seven passes. Dustin Doe started all but 
one game last season, when he finished 
second to Spikes with 85 tackles. He 
recorded nine tackles in each of four 
games last year, and had 10 against 
Michigan in the Capital One Bowl. He 
ran a fumble recovery back 19 yards for 
a touchdown against Tennessee. Spikes 
and Doe both will be juniors this sea~ 
son. A.J. Jones held down the strong 
side last year as a redshirt freshman 
and came up with six tackles in each of 
two games (Auburn and Florida At- 
lantic). Four of Ryan Stamper’s 21 tack- 
les were for lost yardage, and two were 
sacks, Parade All-American Brendan 
Beal will join the fray this fall. 


3. KANSAS 

The resurgent Jayhawks’ starting line- 
backers finished the 2007 season as the 
team’s top three tacklers, and all three 
are back for their senior year. Joe 
Mortensen, who racked up 106 total 
stops, mans the middle. A 6'1", 250- 
pound All-Big 12 first-teamer, Mortensen is a load against the run, and he also 
broke up five passes last fall. Mortensen and outside linebackers James Holt 
and Mike Rivera comprise a disruptive force that combined for 38.5 tackles be- 
hind the line last season totaling 150 yards in losses. Holt and Rivera came up 
with 99 and 96 tackles respectively, and Holt chalked up three double-figure 
tackle games with 15 at Colorado, 13 against Missouri and 10 at Texas A&M. 
Rivera came up with an interception and a forced fumble in the Nebraska game, 
and 14 tackles against Missouri. He also broke up seven passes on the year. 


4, MISSOURI 

All three starting linebackers and the top backup all return for the high-flying 
Tigers. After pacing coach Gary Pinkel’s team in tackles with 130 last year as 
a sophomore, Sean Weatherspoon landed on the All-Big 12 first team. He col- 
lected 9.5 tackles for losses and three sacks, forced two fumbles and recovered 
one, and broke up eight passes. He deflected two other passes into the hands 
of safety William Moore for interceptions, one of which Moore ran back for a 
touchdown in the Cotton Bowl win over Arkansas. Senior Brock Christopher 
holds down the middle. He notched 106 tackles, including 7.5 behind the line, 
five pass breakups and an interception. Senior Van Alexander, with 60 stops 
last fall, rounds out the starting trio, and Luke Lambert recorded 32 total stops 
in a backup role as a true freshman. Lambert started the Cotton Bowl in place 
of Alexander and posted 10 tackles against the Razorbacks. 


5. OHIO STATE 

James Laurinaitis won the 2007 Butkus Award as the nation’s best linebacker. 
He had won the Nagurski Award in 2006 as the nation’s best defensive player. 
He was a consensus All-American both seasons and is the reigning Big Ten De- 
fensive Player of the Year. Laurinaitis led the Buckeyes in tackles with 121, in- 
cluding a BCS Title Game record 18 against LSU. He has posted 8.5 tackles for 
a loss each of the last two seasons and drops into coverage well enough for 
‘seven career interceptions and 10 pass deflections. With Laurinaitis in the mid- 
dle, Marcus Freeman will return to his duties on the weak side. Freeman fin- 
ished second to Laurinaitis with 109 tackles in °07. He collected 18 tackles 
against Illinois, 14 at Penn State and 14 at the BCS Title Game. Replacing the 
graduated Larry Grant on the strong side will be fifth-year senior Curtis Terry, 
who missed last year with a foot injury after starting three contests in 2006. 


| 
usc 


LUTHER BROWN, KALUKA MAIAVA, CLAY MATTHEWS, 
REY MAUALUGA AND BRIAN CUSHING 


Three-year starting weak-side linebacker Keith Rivers is 
now playing on Sundays, but USC’s linebacker corps is 
once again the envy of the nation. Rey Maualuga, the De- 
fensive MVP of the 2008 Rose Bowl, and Brian Cushing, 
the 2007 Rose Bow! Defensive MVP return for their sen- 
ior year. Maualuga is 6'3", 250, and lines up in the middle; 
Cushing, at 6'4", 240, is on the strong side. Maualuga, a 
two-time All-Pac-10 first-teamer, led the Trojans in tack- 
les last year with 79, including 10.5 for losses. He had 
three sacks in the Illinois game alone, and he also set up 
a touchdown against the Illini with an interception and 
19-yard return. Cushing went back to his natural line- 
backer position last season after spending 2006 as the 
standup end in coach Pete Carroll's 3-4 “Elephant” de- 
fense. An ankle injury kept him out of the starting lineup 
for five weeks last season, but when healthy he is an im- 
pact player. Of his 25 tackles, eight came in the Oregon 
game. Two years ago, he blocked a punt at Washington 
and returned it 21 yards to set up a field goal and ran 
back a Notre Dame onside kick attempt 42 yards for a 
touchdown. Kaluka Maiava, who logged 44 tackles last 
fall in backup duty, is first in line to take over the weak- 
side job vacated by Rivers. Clay Matthews started two 
games last year while Cushing was laid up, and returns 
for his final year as a collegian. 


Uc: Peter Grou; Oo State: ohn Greshop 
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2. CLEMSON 


Senior safety Michael Hamlin is the linchpin.of the, 
Clemson secondary if not the entire.defense. Hamlin, 


MALCOLM JENKINS, KURT COLEMAN, CHIMDI CHEKWA AND 
ANDERSON RUSSELL 


The Buckeyes fielded an air-tight pass defense last year, 
finishing first in the nation in fewest yards allowed at 
150.2 per game and fourth in pass efficiency defense, 
and all four players who started all 13 games return. Two- 
time consensus first-team All-Big Ten and second-team 
All-America cornerback Malcolm Jenkins is entering his 
fourth year as a starter. Jenkins is officially listed as the 
wide-side (field) corner, but he generally is assigned to 
cover the opponent's best receiver. He has compiled eight 
career interceptions, four each in 2006 and '07. Over his 
career he has totaled 139 tackles, including 9.5 behind 
the line. In the other corner, Donald Washington inter- 
cepted one pass last season and ran it back 70 yards for 
a touchdown against Kent State, and came up with five 
solo tackles in the Michigan game. Chimdi Chekwa posted 
a team-high nine pass breakups last year as the third 
man in the corner rotation. Safeties Anderson Russell 
and Kurt Coleman combined for 127 tackles and nine 
pass breakups as sophomores last fall. Russell added 
seven tackles for a loss and three sacks, and earned 
some all-conference recognition. 
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enters his fourth year as a starter with'12.career 
takeaways (eight interceptions, four fumble recover- 
ies), which ranks eighth in school history. Heis the 
top returning tackler on the team with 97 total'stops 
last year, and he capped off the season with 14 tack- 
les against Auburn in the Peach Bowl. He is joined'in. 
the Tigers’ secondary by the other 
three starters from last year and a 
boatload of proven backups. Chris 
Clemons had 15 tackles in the Peach 
Bowl and 94 for the year to go along 
with a pair of picks, and will be in his 
third year as a starting safety. Chris 
Chancellor returns at one corner after 
tying Hamlin for the team lead last fall 
with four interceptions and posting a 
team-high with nine pass breakups. 
Crezdon Butler in the other corner 
added three picks. 


3. USC 

The Trojans finished 2007 ranked 15th, 
nationally in pass defense and sixth in 
pass efficiency defense, and despite 
the loss of cornerback Terrell Thomas 
and his eight career interceptions, 
seven players with starting experi- 
ence return. Taylor Mays and Kevin El- 
lison comprise the best safety tandem 
in America and will enter their third 
year starting together: After coming in 
as one of the nation’s most decorated high school recruits in'2006, Mays was the 
Pac-10 Defensive Freshman of the Year. After moving into the lineup due to a Game 
Linjury to starter Josh Pinkard, he logged 62 tackles and.a team-high three inter- 
ceptions. Last fall he notched 65 tackles with six pass breakups and a pick. Ellison 
came up with 57 tackles, including eight for losses, two interceptions and six de- 
flections. Pinkard started the last six games of the 2005 campaign at cornerback, 
where he logged a team-high seven pass deflections and a pair of picks for the 
year before going to safety to/open the 2006 season. He’s now battling emerging 
junior Shareece Wright for a starting assignment. Senior Cary Harris returns in the 
other corner and, like Mays and Ellison, will be in his third year as a starter. 


4. OREGON 

Throwing the ball against Oregon is a high-risk proposition. The Ducks intercepted 
20 passes last season, /and the three returning starters in the secondary ac- 
counted for 14 of them and broke up 40 others. All-American Patrick Chung will be 
starting for a fourth straight year at Rover after leading the team last fall with 117 
tackles, 7.5 of them behind the line, and picking off two passes. He has started 38 
consecutive games, and registered 57 tackles in just the last six, including a ca- 
reet-high 15 against Arizona State. Juniors Jairus Byrd and Walter Thurmond IIT 
return at the corners, Byrd led the team with seven interceptions and recovered 
three fumbles, one of which he returned 33 yards for a touchdown against Oregon 
State. Thurmond finished second to Chung in tackles with 103 and added five INTs. 


5. UCF 

Joe Burnett has'been one of the best football players in America for the last three 
years, notonly as aypunt.returner but also as a cornerback. The Knights finished 
third in the nation last year.with 24 interceptions, and Burnett tied for the team 
lead with six of them; Johnell Neal also returns at cornerback for his senior year 
with six picks in ‘07. Against UAB, Neal registered nine tackles and intercepted the 
last pass of the game, bringing it back it 59 yards to ice the win. Against SMU, he 
scored his first career TD with a 72-yard interception return. In all, Neal churned 
out 159 yards running back Interceptions last season. Burnett and Neal were also 
credited with 22 pass breakups between them. Sha’reff Rashad and Jason Venson 
return for their senior year at safety after finishing one-two on the team in tackles 
last fall. Rashad topped the chart with 103, including eight for losses, and added 
four picks. Venson came up with two\picks'and 73 yards in returns. 
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2008 Johnny Unitas* 
Golden Arm Award 


presented by 


L TRANSAMERICA 


fren times college football fans and the media 
become so enthralled with touchdown passes, 
clusive runs, ferocious tackles and quarterback 
sacks that we lose sight of other important aspects 
of college athletics. The Golden Arm Award, 
presented annually to the top senior quarterback by the Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Foundation, encapsulates all that is 
positive in college sports. The award acknowledges 
performance on the field for sure. But it goes beyond 
completion percentage and touchdown strikes. The award 
and those who honor the 


values character, citizenship, integrity 
game. 


“The winner of the Golden Arm Award is recognized not 
only for his athletic accomplishments, but also for his character, 
citizenship, scholastic achievement, leadership qualities, and 
athletic abilities,” says John Unitas, Jr, President of the Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Educational Foundation, Inc. The Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Award bears the name of the man many 
refer to as the finest quarterback ever to play the game of 
football. 


In addition to honoring a player with the Johnny Unitas 
Golden Arm Award, the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm 
Educational Foundation, Inc., 
$550,000 in scholarships to deserving scholar-athletes from 
local area high schools both in Maryland and Kentucky. 


has awarded more than 


“Despite my Dad's outstanding accomplishments, he never 
forgot his humble beginnings, and this won him a permanent 
place in the hearts of all who ever knew him,” notes Unitas, Jr 
to his commitment to ‘give back,’ the Johnny 
Golden Arm Educational Foundation, Inc., was 
established to promote football on all levels by providing 
financial aid to deserving young athletes.” 


2007 
WINNER 


MATT RYAN 
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TOP SENIOR QUARTERBACKS FOR 2008 
C.J. BACHER, NORTHWESTERN 

TODD BOECKMAN, OHIO STATE 

TOM BRANDSTATER, FRESNO STATE 

HUNTER CANTWELL, LOUISVILLE 

RUDY CARPENTER, ARIZONA STATE 

CHASE CLEMENT, RICE 

CHASE DANIEL, MISSOURI 

JOE GANZ, NEBRASKA 

CULLEN HARPER, CLEMSON 

GRAHAM HARRELL, TEXAS TECH 

CHASE HOLBROOK, NEW MEXICO STATE 

BRIAN HOYER, MICHIGAN STATE 

BRIAN JOHNSON, UTAH 

TYLER LORENZEN, CONNECTICUT 

STEPHEN MCGEE, TEXAS A&M 

CURTIS PAINTER, PURDUE 

JOHN PARKER WILSON, ALABAMA, 

MIKE TEEL, RUTGERS 
WILLIE TUITAMA, ARIZONA 
PAT WHITE, WEST VIRGINIA 
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Zach Johnson, 2007 Masters’ champion 
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PRESEASON ALL-AMERICA 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE 


QB TIMTEBOW FLORIDA 
6'3" 232 JUNIOR 
Totally true tales already include a Heisman Trophy and BCS national title. 


RB KNOWSHON MORENO GEORGIA 
5'11" 207 SOPHOMORE 
First freshman Dawg since Herschel Walker to rush for over 1,000 yards. 


RB CHRIS WELLS OHIO STATE 
6'1" 237 JUNIOR 


Wells hopes to join Smith, George, Griffin, Cassady, Janowicz and Horvath. 


WR MICHAEL CRABTREE TEXAS TECH 


6'3" 208 SOPHOMORE 


Biletnikoff Award winner set freshman records for catches, yards and TDs. 


WR PERCY HARVIN FLORIDA 
5'11" 178 JUNIOR 
Versatile athlete can beat you in the running or passing game. 


TE TRAVIS BECKUM WISCONSIN 
6'4" 223 SENIOR 
Latest in new generation of vertical-threat, primary target tight ends. 


OL ANTHONY PARKER TENNESSEE 
6'3" 300 SENIOR 
Vols’ fiercest bodyguard paves the way for Big Orange ground game. 


OL DUKE ROBINSON OKLAHOMA 
6'5" 330 SENIOR 
Great nephew of Smokey Robinson adds to his list of hits on every snap. 


OL ANDRE SMITH ALABAMA 
6'5" 340 JUNIOR 
Has started every game of career; pancakes like Orlando Pace once did. 


OL RYAN STANCHEK WEST VIRGINIA 
6'4" 300 SENIOR 
Gives Pat White and Noel Devine plenty of daylight to find the open field. 


C JONATHAN LUIGS ARKANSAS 
6'4" 314 SENIOR 
Rimington Trophy winner is the centerpiece of the Razorbacks O-line. 


K THOMAS WEBER ARIZONA STATE 
6'1" 205 SOPHOMORE 
First freshman to win Lou Groza Award; scored ASU-record 118 points. 


P KEVIN HUBER CINCINNATI 
6'2" 224 SENIOR 
Twenty of 57 punts pinned opponents inside the 20-yard-line last year. 
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FIRST TEAM DEFENSE 


DE MAURICE EVANS PENN STATE 
6'2" 264 JUNIOR 
JoePa’s most disruptive Nittany lineman had 12.5 sacks last year. 


DE GEORGE SELVIE USF 
6'4" 242 JUNIOR 
Bull-rushing end posted 14.5 sacks and 31.5 tackles for a loss in ’07. 


DT TERRILL BYRD CINCINNATI 
6'0" 271 SENIOR 
Run-stuffer and pocket crusher is a big force for the Bearcats. 


DT GERALD MCCOY OKLAHOMA 
6'4" 289 SOPHOMORE 
Local legend mans the middle of Bob Stoops’ powerful OU stop-unit. 


LB JAMES LAURINAITIS OHIO STATE 
6'3" 240 SENIOR 
Nagurski Award winner turned down millions to return to Columbus. 


LB REY MAUALUGA USC 
6'3" 250 SENIOR 
Rose Bowl Defensive MVP terrorizes offenses with relentless effort. 


LB SCOTT MCKILLOP PITTSBURGH 
6'2" 240 SENIOR 
Hard-nosed, blue-collar middle backer beloved by Steel City fans. 


CB MIKE MICKENS CINCINNATI 
6'0" 170 SENIOR 
One of the cornerstones of Bearcats’ turnover-clawing defense. 


CB ALPHONSO SMITH WAKE FOREST 
5'9" 191 SENIOR 
Demon Deacon had eight INTs and four forced fumbles last season. 


S PATRICK CHUNG OREGON 
6'0" 210 SENIOR 
Mistake eraser roams field, lighting up opponents in his neon uniform. 


S TAYLOR MAYS usc 
6'4" 225 JUNIOR 
Built like a linebacker, runs like a cornerback, plays like a superstar. 


KR A.J. JEFFERSON FRESNO STATE 
6'1" 190 JUNIOR 
Home run hitter averaged 35.8 yards per kick return with two TDs. 


PR JEREMY MACLIN MissOURI 
6'1" 200 SOPHOMORE 
Electric playmaker set freshman record with 2,776 all-purpose yards. 
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Beckum: Brace Sehwartanan; Lari: Jon Grieshoo; robe: Layne Murdoch; Maye: Peter Brot 


SECOND TEAM 


QUARTERBACK 
Chase Daniel 60" 
RUNNING BACKS 
Noel Devine 58° 
Damion Fletcher —_5'10" 
WIDE RECEIVERS 
Aaron Kelly 6'5" 
Jeremy Maclin 61" 


TIGHT END 
Chase Coffman 66" 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Ciron Black 65" 
Jeff Byers 64" 
Michael Oher 65" 
Louis Vasquez 66" 
C Alex Mack 65" 


TRAVIS BECKUM 


DEFENSIVE ENDS 
Tyson Jackson 6'5" 
Greg Middleton 63" 
DEFENSIVE TACKLES 
Mitch King 6'3" 
Vance Walker 6'2" 
LINEBACKERS 


Darry Beckwith 61" 
Joe Mortensen ol" 
Brandon Spikes 63" 
CORNERBACKS 
Victor Harris 610" 
Malcolm Jenkins —6'1" 
SAFETIES 
Eric Berry S11" 
William Moore 61" 
SPECIALISTS 
K Austin Starr 63" 


P_ Louie Sakoda 5'10" 
KR Marcus Herford 63" 
PR Brandon James 5'6" 
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Missouri 


West Virginia 
Southern Miss 


Clemson 
Missouri 


Missouri 


LSU 

USC 

Ole Miss 
Texas Tech 
California 


JAMES LAURINAITIS 


She LSU) 

Jr Indiana 

Sr Towa 

Sr. Georgia Tech 
Sr LSU 

Sr. Kansas 

Jr Florida 

Sr. Virginia Tech 
Sr. Ohio State 
So. Tennessee 
Sr. Missouri 

Sr. Indiana 

Sr Utah 

Sr Kansas 

Jr Florida 


ALL-AMERICA 


THIRD TEAM 
QUARTERBACK 
Patrick White 612" 
RUNNING BACKS 
LeSean McCoy joel 
Javon Ringer so" 
WIDE RECEIVERS 
Arrelious Benn 62" 
Brandon Gibson ol" 
TIGHT END 
Darius Hill 66" 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Alex Boone 68" 
Ray Feinga 65" 
Andrew Gardner —6'6" 
Greg Isdaner 6'4" 
C Max Unger: 6'5" 


..f 


MICHAEL CRABTREE 


DEFENSIVE ENDS 


Greg Hardy 6'4" 

Nick Reed 6'2" 
DEFENSIVE TACKLES 

Geno Atkins ol" 


George Hypolite 61" 
LINEBACKERS 

Brian Cushing 64" 

Adam Leonard 6'0" 


Clayton Mullins 6'2" 
CORNERBACKS 

Vontae Davis 6'0" 

DJ. Moore 5'10" 
SAFETIES 

Nic Harris 63" 

Derek Pegues 5'10" 
SPECIALISTS 
K — deff Wolfert 62" 
P Chris Miller 612" 
KR David Gilreath S11" 
PR Joe Burnett Sill" 


185 Sr West Virginia 
210 So. — Pittsburgh 

200 Sr Michigan State 
214 So. _ Illinois 

202 Sr. Washington State 
236 Sr. Ball State 

312 Sr. Ohio State 
331. 'Ske BYU! 

297 Sr. Georgia Tech 
315 Jr West Virginia 
300 Sr Oregon 


TAYLOR MAYS 
265 Jr. Ole Miss 
255 Sr. Oregon 
290 Jr Georgia 
285 Sr Colorado 
240 Sr USC 
235° Sr Hawaii 
235 Sr. Miami (Ohio) 
204 Jr. Illinois 
182 Jr Vanderbilt 
226 Sr Oklahoma 
196 Sr. Mississippi State 
185 Sr. Missouri 
211 Sr Ball State 
154 So. Wisconsin 
185 SR UCF 


Arkansas’ Bobby Petrino 
Previous job: Head coach, Atlanta Falcons 
Pros: Petrino enjoyed tremendous success at Louisville, compiling 
241-9 record in four years while running some of the most explo: 
offenses in the nation. The Cardinals averaged 495.6 yards of offense 
during his stay at Louisville, ranking in the top 10 in total offense each 
season, including No. 1 in the nation in 2004. Petrino guided the Car- 
dinals to two conference titles (2004 Conference USA, 2006 Big East) 
and two top-10 finishes. He also has a nice track record as an assistant: 


He served as the quarterbacks coach at Arizona State in the early 
1990s, tutori and had successful stints as the offen- 
sive coordinator at Auburn, Louisville and with the Jacksonville 
Jaguars of the NEL. 

Cons: Petrino wa 


ing Jake Plummer 


vilified by the national media and the majority 
of football fans when he resigned as the head coach of the Atlanta Fal- 
cons before the end of the 2007 season to accept the job at Arkansas, 
His loyalty has been questioned throughout his entire coaching ca- 
reer; while at Louisville, he flirted with Auburn in 2003, Ole Miss, 
Notre Dame, Florida and LSU in 2004, and the Oakland Raiders in 
2005. He has said all of the right things since taking over at Arkansas, 


but Razorback fans will be nervous every time a big-time coaching po- 
sition opens up. 

Final Analysis: Petrino deserved the negative publicity he received 
after bolting Atlanta, but the bottom line is that he is an outstanding 
head coach who has proven he can win big at the collegiate level. He 
will recruit top-flight offensive talent to Fayetteville to run his high- 
powered atta ing success in the Southeastern Conference 
will always be a challenge for Arkansas, but the Razorbacks will be al- 
ways be relevant with Petrino on the sidelines. This was a great hire. 


by Mitchell Light 


Michigan Rich Rodriguez 
Previous job: Head coach, West Virginia 

Pros: Rodriguez’s numbers as the head coach in West Virgini 
gering, He went 60-26 overall with a 34-14 mark in the Big 
en 


in se 


sons — and those numbers include a 3-8 (1-6) debut sea- 


son in 2001. Over his final three seasons, he guided the Mountaineers 
to a 32-5 record with one outright and one co-Big East title, Rodriguez 
sin the game and is the the 
pioneer of the spread-option attack. The Mountaineers ranked in the 
op 15 in total offense each of the last two years and ranked in the top 
10 in rushing offense in each of the past four years. And Rodriguez won 


ich 


is regarded as one of the top offensiv 


big without having elite talent; not one of his recruiting classes was 
ranked among the top 20 in the nation according ro Rivals.com. 
Cons: Rodriguez took a bit of a hit in the PR. department after he 
bolted West Virginia for Michigan. He no doubt could have handled 
the situation a little bit better, but almost all of these coaching divorces 


— especially when one’s alma mater is involved — get a bit messy. 

Final Analysis: All's well that ends well. After flirting with Les Miles 
and Greg Schiano, Michigan ended up with perhaps the best possible 
candidate for the job. Rodriguez is a masterful coach who will inject 
some much-needed enthusiasm into what had grown to be a stale 
Michigan program. 


Baylor Art Briles 
Previous job: Head coach, University of Houston 

Pros: Briles resurrected the once-proud Houston program, guid- 
ing his alma mater to a 34-28 record in five seasons. The Cougars had 
suffered through 10 losing seasons in the previous 12 years but had 
only one losing campaign under Briles’ watch. He won with an imag- 
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Georg Tech S10 


inative offense that rolled up a ton of yards. His final two teams at 
UH combined to win 18 games and each ranked among the top 10 in 
the nation in yards per game — No. 7 in 2006 (446.1) and No. 4 in 
’07 (501.9). The exploits of the 2007 Houston offense are even more 
impressive when you factor in that Kevin Kolb, the school’s all-time 
leading passer, graduated following the °06 campaign. Briles has spent 
his entire coaching career in the state of Texas, serving as a head coach 
in the high school ranks for 16 years and an assistant at Texas Tech for 
three years before moving on to Houston. 

Cons: Briles’ teams at Houston struggled on defense. The 2007 
Cougars tied for 46th in the nation in total defense, by far the best 
showing during his tenure. His other four teams ranked 72nd or worse. 

Final Analysis: Briles is Bobby Petrino without the baggage. He 
didn’t win as many games at Houston as Petrino did at Louisville, but 
he inherited a Houston program that had won a total of eight games 
in the previous three seasons. Baylor is undeniably one of the most 
difficult jobs of any BCS school; the Bears should be thrilled that Briles 
has accepted the challenge of restoring order in Waco. 


Colorado State Steve Fairchild 
Previous job: Offensive coordinator, Buffalo Bills 

Pros: Fairchild is a Colorado State graduate who served on Sonny 
Lubick’s staff for eight years prior to leaving for a position with the 
Buffalo Bills. He served as CSU's quarterbacks coach from 1993-96 
before taking over as the school’s offensive coordinator. During his 
first season calling U the Rams set a single-season school record 
for most points scored (442) and most touchdowns (59). In addition, 
Colorado State featured the conference Offensive Player of the Year 
in three of Fairchild’s four seasons as the coordinator. He has 19 years 
of coaching experience in the college game and seven years in the pros. 

Cons: Fairchild has never been a head coach on any level. 

Final Analysis: This is far from the sexiest hire of the offseason, 
but Fairchild appears to be a very good choice at Colorado State. The 
fact that he is a CSU alum is a plus, but his success as the Rams’ of- 
fensive coordinator is what really stands out. He understands what 
needs to be done to win in Fort Collins. 


Duke David Cutcliffe 
Previous job: Offensive coordinator, Tennessee 

Pros: Cutcliffe won over 60 percent of his games and had only one 
losing season during his six years as the head coach at Ole Miss from 
1999-2004. In 2003, the Rebels tied eventual national champion LSU 
for the SEC West title and won 10 games for the first time since 1971. 
In that season, Ole Miss set single-season school records for most points 
scored and total yards gained. In fact, four of Ole Miss’ top five single- 
season point totals came while Cutcliffe was in charge in Oxford. And 
while Cutcliffe no doubt benefited from coaching Eli Manning, he did 
enjoy success at Ole Miss before Manning took over as the starter. Cut 
cliffe went 19-16 in the three years in which Manning did not start. 

Cons: Whether it was during his time as a head coach at Ole Miss 
or as an assistant at Tennessee, Curcliffe has never been regarded as a 
very good recruiter. And while his record at Ole Miss was solid, he 
only guided the Rebs to a winning SEC record in one out of six sea- 
sons. Cutcliffe's age is also a factor; this is a young man’s game, and he 
will rurn 54 during the 2008 season. 

Final Analysis: Duke, which has won a total of two games over the 
past three seasons, wanted to make a splash with this hire. And while 
Cutcliffe is a highly respected offensive coach with some name recog- 
nition, he will be hard-pressed to attract the type of talent needed to 
make Duke competitive in the ACC. He should be able to recruit 
quality quarterbacks — and he already has — but there are 21 other 
positions on the football field. 
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Georgia Tech Paul Johnson 
Previous job: Head coach, Navy 

Pros: After struggling through a 2-10 record in 2002, his first sea- 
son at Navy, Johnson guided the Midshipmen to a 43-19 record over 
the next five years, including a record-tying 10 wins in 2004. Prior to 
his arrival, Navy had only experienced two winning seasons in the pre- 
vious 19 years. Johnson's Navy teams had an 11-1 record against ri- 
vals Army (6-0) and Air Force (5-1), and the Middies took home the 
coveted Commander-In-Chief’s Trophy five straight seasons. Before 
taking over in Annapolis, Johnson went 62-10 in five seasons at Geor- 
gia Southern. The Eagles either won outright or shared the Southern 
Conference title in each of Johnson's five seasons and captured back- 
to-back Division I-AA national titles in 1999 and 2000. 

Cons: Johnson can come across as a bit abrasive. Georgia Tech isn't 
Georgia or Alabama, but Johnson will have many more media and 
alumni obligations now that he is in the ACC than he did as the coach 
at Navy. 

Final Analysis: 


Credit Georgia Tech’s Dan Radakovich. While 


other athletic directors have passed on Johnson because they feared 
his option-based attack either wouldn't work in a BCS conference or 
wasnt exciting enough to sell to the alumni, Radakovich had the fore- 


sight to hire one of the best coaches in the country. Johnson's record 
is amazing, both at Georgia Southern and Navy. His teams play with 
passion and mental roughness. And don't worry about whether the 
option will work in big-time football. As Johnson told ESPN.com's 
Mark Schlabach: “If we can run it against Boston College at Navy, 
why can't we run it against Boston College at Georgia Tech? IF we can 
beat Pice with this system at Navy, why can’t we beat Pitt at Georgia 
Tech? Are we going to get worse players at Georgia Tech?” 


Hawaii Greg McMackin 
Previous job: Defensive coordinator, Hawaii 

Pros: McMackin provides continuity to the Hawaii football pro- 
gram after the highly successful June Jones bolted for SMU. Me- 
Mackin served as Jones’ defensive coordinator for one year on two 
separate occasions, and the Warriors went a combined 21-5 in those 
two seasons, 1999 and 2007. Last fall, McMackin's defense ranked 
34th in the nation in yards allowed, a vast improvement over the year 
before when the Jerry Glanville-coached unit ranked 93rd in the coun- 
try. McMackin has experience as a defensive coordinator at Utah, 
Navy, Miami and Texas Tech in the collegiate ranks and with the Seat- 
tle Seahawks in the NFL. In addition, he has also been a head coach, 
having served as the boss at Oregon Tech for five seasons (with four 
winning records) from 1986-90. 

Cons: Other than his age — McMackin will be 59 years old when 
the 2008 season begins — it’s hard to find any negatives in Mc- 
Mackin’s résumé. He doesn’t have head coaching experience in the 
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Bob Stoops at Oklahoma), 


EBS ranks, but Hawaii, with its facility issues, was not going to lure a 
coach away ftom another job. 

Final Analysis: Hawaii is unique among FBS coaching positions, 
and it’s important to have a coach who understands the culture of the 
islands and the pros and cons that come with serving as the head coach 
at the school. McMackin meets those requirements. The administra- 
tion has promised facility upgrades and has already increased the pro- 
gram’s embarrassingly low recruiting budget (it was $50,000). Hawaii 
will never be an easy job, but if the school delivers on its promises, it 
appears as though McMackin will at least be given the opportunity to 
keep the Warriors competitive in the WAC. 


Nebraska __ Bo Pelini 
Previous job: Defensive coordinator, LSU 

Pros: Pelini’s track record as a defensive coordinator in the collegiate 
ranks is phenomenal. In 2003, his Nebraska defense tied for 11th in the 
nation in toral defense (up from 55th the year before); in 2004, Okla- 
homa, where he was the co-coordinator, ranked 13th and reached the 
BCS national title game; and each of his three defenses at LSU (2005- 
07) ranked third in the nation in total defense. He also has nine years 
of experience in the NFL. As noted earlier, Pelini has experience at Ne- 
braska; he was Frank Solich’s defensive coordinator in 2003 and coached 
the Cornhuskers to a 17-3 win over Michigan State in the Alamo Bowl 
that year after Solich was fired. He is a high-energy guy who should be 
able to restore order to the once-proud Nebraska defense. 

Cons: With the exception 
of his one game as Ne- 
braska’s interim head coach 
in the 2003 Alamo Bowl, 
Pelini has no experience as a 
head coach on any level. 

Final Analysis: While 
there are plenty of examples 
of big-name schools hiring 
coaches without experience 
(Mark Richt at Georgia, 


it’s a bit of gamble for a 
school like Nebraska to hire 
someone who has never run 
his own program. Pelini 
might end up being a great 
hire, but Jim Grobe, who 
has enjoyed tremendous suc- 
cess at Wake Forest, or for- 
mer Husker star Turner Gill, who is doing a fine job at Buffalo, seemed 
to make a bit more sense. 


Houston Kevin Sumlin 
Previous job: Co-offensive coordinator and wide receivers coach, 
Oklahoma 

Pros: Sumlin has served under some quality head coaches — Bob 
Stoops at Oklahoma, R.C. Slocum at Texas A&M, Joe Tiller at Pur- 
due and Glen Mason at Minnesota. He played a key role, both coach- 
ing and recruiting, at Oklahoma over the last five years, a period in 
which the Sooners compiled a stellar 54-13 record. He enjoyed suc- 
cess as a playcaller at Texas A&M in 2002 — in the first three games 
of the season, the Aggies averaged 16.0 points per game; after he was 
promoted to offensive coordinator in Week 4, they averaged 33.0 
points the rest of the way. Also, he is the only black head coach among 
the nine FBS schools in the state of Texas and the only black head 
coach in Conference USA. This can't hurt his recruiting efforts. 


GORCAIN ROUSE 


Cons: Sumlin has never been a head coach on any level, and he 
only has served as a coordinator (with playcalling responsibilities) for 
nine games of one season while at Texas A&M. 

Final Analysis: Art Briles did a tremendous job elevating the pro- 
gram in his five years at Houston. There is no reason Sumlin cannot 
keep the Cougars in the upper echelon of Conference USA. Support 
has been an issue at Houston — the Cougars ranked 89th in the na~ 
tion and ninth in C-USA in attendance (20,955 per game) — but the 
school is in a fertile recruiting area and has a nice history of success. 
Sumlin is a sharp guy who will have to adjust to the new responsibil- 
ities as a head coach, but this looks like a good fit. 


Navy Ken Niumatalolo 
Previous job: Assistant head coach, offensive line coach, Navy 

Pros: Niumaralolo spent the previous six years on Paul Johnson's 
staff as the offensive line coach and has 10 years of experience overall 
at the Naval Academy, including two as the offensive coordinator in 
1997-98. There is nothing about coaching and recruiting at a mili- 
tary academy that will be new to him. He was also able ro retain eight 
assistant coaches from Johnson's staff, a group that guided the Mid- 
shipmen to five straight winning seasons. 

Cons: Niumatalolo doesn't have any experience as a head coach on 
any level. 

Final Analysis: Sustaining the type of success that Navy has en- 
joyed over the last five years will be difficult, but there is no reason 
Niumatalolo cannot keep the Midshipmen competitive. He has 
spent 11 of his 16 years as a full-time assistant coach working for 
Johnson in some capacity; he obviously knows what he is doing. 


Ole Miss Houston Nutt 
Previous job: Head coach, Arkansas 

Pros: Nutt did a solid job at Arkansas, a school that will al- 
ways have trouble consistently competing with the superpowers 
in the SEC West. He recorded an overall mark of 75-48 in 10 
seasons, and, more impressive, he went 42-38 in the SEC with 


thar record to Arkansas’ first six years in the SEC (19-27—2 with 
one division title), and it’s clear that Nutt did a tremendous job 
in Fayerreville. Nutt’s teams were consistently sound in the run- 
ning game; the Hogs led the SEC in rushing in each of the past 
three seasons and featured at least one 1,000-yard rusher in five 
of the past six seasons. Nutt should also help Ole Miss expand its 
recruiting efforts into the talent-rich state of Texas. While at 
Arkansas, he dipped into Texas on a frequent basis, something 
the previous Ole Miss staff failed to do. 

Cons: While Nutr’s overall résumé at Arkansas is strong, he only 
coached the Hogs to a winning SEC record in one of his final five sea- 
sons. With Darren McFadden, arguably the best player in school his- 
tory, on the roster, Arkansas wenta rather ordinary 13-11 in the SEC. 
Also, his offenses, while productive running the ball, have struggled in 
the passing game. Only four times in the past eight seasons has a Ra- 
zorback quarterback thrown for 250 yards or more. In addition, Nutt 
had some trouble in program management (for lack of a better term) 
over the past few years. Not all of it was his doing, bur there was far 
roo much drama around the program. 

Final Analysis: The Ed Orgeron Experiment was a failure. The 
Rebels took a chance on an unproven coach and it backfired; Orgeron 
stumbled (and mumbled) his way to a 10-25 overall record and a 3- 
21 mark in SEC play in three seasons in Oxford. Nutt is a significant 
upgrade. He might not be a coaching giant like Nick Saban, Steve 
Spurrier or Urban Meyer, but he is solid football coach who should re- 
turn Ole Miss to relevance in the SEC. 
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three division titles — two shared and one outright. Compare 


Pedi: Nebraska SD, Fedora Sautern Mis ID 


Northern Illinois Jerry Kill 
Previous job — Head coach, Southern Illinois 

Pros: Kill is a proven winner who did a tremendous job building 
Southern Illinois into one of the dominant programs in the FCS (I- 
AA) ranks. In 2001, he inherited a program that had suffered through 
nine straight losing seasons. After going 1-10 in '01 and 4-8 in ‘02, Kill 
guided the Salukis to a 10-2 mark in 2003 that included a share of the 
Gateway Conference title and the school’s first LAA playoff appear- 
ance since 1983. In his final five seasons in Carbondale, Kill went 50— 
14 and led STU to the playoffs each season. He is loved by his players 
and is regarded as an outstanding recruiter. In addition, Kill has built 
a loyal coaching staff; he kept his staff intact during his entire stay at 
SIU and took every assistant with him to NIU. 

Cons: Kill has been in coaching for 23 seasons and has not spent 
one season on the staff of a FBS program. Prior to his seven seasons at 
SIU, he was a head coach in the Division II ranks for seven seasons 
(two at Emporia State, five at Saginaw Valley State), a head coach in 
high school for two years and an assistant at the NAIA level for three 
years. 

Final Analysis: This is a great hire for Northern Illinois and is rem- 
iniscent of Central Michigan's decision to hire Brian Kelly in 2004. 
Kill, like Kelly, won on a lower level of the college football food 
chain — Kill at the I-AA ranks and Kelly at D-II Grand Valley State. 
And Northern Illinois, which had enjoyed seven straight winning sea- 
sons until last year’s 2-10 mark, is in better shape than Central Michi- 
gan when Kelly rook over. Joe Novak has proved that its possible to 
win consistently in DeKalb, and there is no reason to believe that Kill 
— based on his track record — will not have this program competing 
for MAC titles on an annual basis. 


Southern Miss _ Larry Fedora 
Previous job: Offensive coordinator, Oklahoma State 

Pros: Fedora has been one of the most highly respected offensive 
coordinators in the game over the past several years. His final nwo sea 
sons at Oklahoma State produced two of the most explosive offenses in 
school history; in 2006, the Cowboys ranked 16th in the nation in toral 
offense (409.8 ypg) and seventh 
in scoring (35.2 ppg), and in 
°07 they ranked seventh in total 
offense (486.3 ppg) and 22nd 
in scoring (34.6 ppg). Perhaps 
Fedora’s biggest strength, how- 
ever, is the energy he brings to 
recruiting. He arrived at South- 
etn Miss talking a big game and 
backed it up with by far the 
most impressive recruiting class 
in C-USA. His biggest catch 
was 5-star receiver DeAndre 
Brown, who turned down Ten- 
nessee, LSU, Miami and 
Florida (among others). 

Cons: Fedora has never been 
ahead coach on any level. 

Final Analysis: You never 


since 1999. Also, attendance became an issue; last year, USM aver- 
aged 26,721 per game, down from 28,994 in '06. Fedora still has to 
prove himself as a head coach, but it’s safe to say that he will increase 
the talent level at USM, and it’ likely that there will be more fans in 
the stands to watch that talent. 


SMU June Jones 
Previous job: Head coach, Hawaii 

Pros: Jones won a ton of games at Hawaii and did so in exciting 
fashion. He inherited a program that went winless in 1998 under Fred 
vonAppen and quickly built a winner. Jones won nine games in his 
first season and averaged 8.3 wins per year over his nine-year tenure. 
The Warriors went 23-4 over his final two seasons and led the nation 
in scoring both seasons, averaging 43.4 points per game in 2007 and 
46.9 in ’06. This past fall, Hawaii went 12-1, earning the school’s 
first-ever outright conference title and becoming only the third non- 
BCS conference team to appear in a BCS bowl. Jones also has 12 years 
of experience in the NFL, including stints as the head coach in At 
lanta and San Diego. 

Cons: None in the short term, but if Jones is successful at SMU, 
you'd have to think he might start looking at jobs in a BCS conference 
or in the NFL. 

Final Analysis: The SMU administration is making a major com- 
mitment to upgrade the struggling (but once-proud) football program, 
and hiring Jones was a giant step in the right direction. He will ener- 
gize a fan base that has had little to cheer about since the program's re- 
turn from the death penalty. Last year, SMU ranked 10th in 
Conference USA and 99th in the nation in attendance, averaging only 
17,171 fans per game. With talented quarterback Justin Willis operar- 
ing Jones’ offense next year, attracting fans to Ford Stadium shouldn't 
be as much of an issue. 


Texas A&M Mike Sherman 
Previous job: Offensive coordinator, Houston Texans 

Pros: Sherman has strong ties to Texas A&M football, having 
served as the Aggies’ offensive line coach from 1989-93 and "95-96. 
During his first stint at A&M, the Aggies won three South- 
west Conference titles and compiled a 49-12-1 overall 
record. He was regarded as a solid recruiter while at A&M, 
and he signed a solid class upon his return to College Sta- 
tion. Sherman also has vast NFL experience. He was the 
head coach in Green Bay for six years and also spent time 
with the Seattle Seahawks and Houston Texans. He pos- 
sesses a bright offensive mind and should be able to bring 
some balance to what has recently been a one-dimensional 
Aggie offense. 

Cons: Sherman has been out of the collegiate ranks for 
over a decade, and he was never more than a position coach 
during his years at the Division I-A level. His age might be 
a bit of an issue on the recruiting trail; he will turn 54 in 
December, making him the third-oldest coach in the Big 
12 (behind Mack Brown and Gary Pinkel). 

Final Analysis: While Texas A&M has struggled in re- 
cent years, it is still one of the elite jobs in college football. 
The Aggies could have pursued a proven winner from an- 


know if a successful coordina- 
tor will make the transition ro a successful head coach, but Fedora 
seems to have all of the makings of a quality hire. He will bring some 
energy to a program that, according to athletic director Richard Gi- 
annini, had grown a bit stale under Jeff Bower. Yes, the Golden Eagles 
continued to win under Bower's watch, but they had dropped a few 
notches on the Conference USA food chain, with only one league title 
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other FBS school but opted to bring in an NEL assistant 
with ties to the program. Sherman is far from a sexy hire; Texas A&M 
went that route with Dennis Franchione, and the results were an av- 
erage of 6.4 wins over five seasons. Sherman doesn't instantly put 
A&M football back on the map, but he is a solid coach with an im- 
pressive résumé who should be able to bring some normalcy and con- 
sistency to Texas A&M football. 
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UCLA Rick Neuheisel 
Previous job: Offensive coordinator, Baltimore Ravens 

Pros: Neuheisel is a UCLA graduate who has proven, at both Colorado and Wash- 
ington, that he can win at a BCS conference school. He went 28-14 (19-12 Big 
Eight/Big 12) in four seasons at Colorado with two top-10 finishes and compiled a 33— 
16 record (23-9 Pac-10) in four years at Washington with one Rose Bowl win and one 
top-5 finish. While Neuheisel brings some baggage (see below), he is a big-name coach 
who brings instant credibility to a program that is overshadowed in its own market. 

Cons: Neuheisel has had his issues with the NCAA at both Colorado and Wash- 
ington. At Washington he was ultimately fired for participating in an NCAA Tourna- 
ment bracket, a clear violation of NCAA rules. While that received far more publicity, 
his problems at Colorado were far more egregious. After his departure, the school lost 
five scholarships for one season and was put on probation for two years for 51 rules vi- 
olations that occurred on his watch. 

Final Analysis: With city rival USC dominating the college football landscape in 
recent years, UCLA needed to make a big splash. Hiring Neuheisel is a big splash. The 
man has plenty of detractors, but he can coach and he can recruit. Ie might take a few 
years, but Neuheisel should make the Bruins relevant once again. If Neuheisel can play 
by the rules, this might end up being the best hire of the offseason. 


Washington State Paul Wulff 
Previous job: Head coach, Eastern Washington 

Pros: Wulff is a Washington State graduate (class of 1990) who has spent his entire 
coaching career in the state of Washington. He served eight years as the head coach at 
Eastern Washington, compiling a 53-40 record with three trips to the Division -AA 
playoffs in the past four seasons. Under Wulff’s watch, the Eagles consistently fielded 
one of the top offenses in the nation, ranking first in 2001, fourth in '04 and 05 and 
sixth in '07. A former offensive lineman, Wulff is a hard-nosed coach who promises to 
bring some toughness to a program that has not enjoyed a winning season since 2003. 

Cons: Not only has Wulff never coached in the Division I-A ranks, he has never 
coached anywhere but Eastern Washington. He joined the staff in 1993 as a volunteer 
assistant, served as full-time assistant for the next six years before taking over as the head 
coach in 2000. The demands on his time as the boss at a Pac-10 school will be far 
greater than he was forced to deal with ar EWU. 

Final Analysis: Washington State is arguably the most difficult job in the Pac-10. 
Mike Price proved you could win at Wazzu, but the program has never been able to 
enjoy sustained success. Wulff, a former Cougar, is a coach who understands the posi- 
tion. He did an outstanding job at Eastern Washington, guiding the Eagles to a win- 
ning record in six of his seven seasons in Cheney. Don't expect a quick fix in Pullman, 
but Wulff should have the Cougars back in the mix for a bowl game in the near future. 


West Virginia Bill Stewart 
Previous job: Associate head coach, special teams coach, West Virginia 

Pros: Stewart endeared himself to WVU fans everywhere when he guided the school 
toa stunning 48-28 win over Oklahoma in the 2008 Fiesta Bowl while serving as the 
school's interim head coach. He is a native of the Mountain State who clearly has a pas- 
sion for West Virginia University. Stewart is well-liked by the players, who urged the 
administration to award him the job on a permanent basis after the win over OU. 

Cons: Stewart struggled in his first stint as a head coach, compiling an 8-25 record 
in three years at VMI in the mid-1990s, He is beloved by his players — which is a 
good thing — but he might not command the respect needed to succeed in his new 
position. He served on the Mountaineer staff for the previous eight seasons and never 
rose beyond the role of a position coach. 

Final Analysis: West Virginia succumbed to short-term euphoria and internal pres- 
sures when it promoted Stewart to the top spot after the 20-point win over Oklahoma. 
But one game does not make a head coach. Rich Rodriguez built a top-10 program in 
Morgantown, but this is not a program that can simply run itself. With some inher- 
ent disadvantages (facilities, finances, etc.) compared to some of the nation’s other elite 
programs, WVU needs a top-flight coach to maintain its status on the college football 
food chain. While Stewart might prove to be the perfect fit for the post-Rodriguez 
Mountaineers, he is an unknown quantity who will have a very difficult time replac- 
ing his former boss. 
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my 1 . 7 mr - - 

5 Qu 3. oU 50 CHANCES. 
For 50 sweet’ years, Swisher Sweets has been woven into the fabric of America. 
To Celebrate, we're giving away $1,000 a week for 50 weeks! 
ES 


Play every week through December 27, 2008. 


SURGEON GENERAL WARNING: Tobacco 


Smoke Increases The Risk Of Lung Cancer 
And Heart Disease, Even In Nonsmokers. 


SC ON AO FON FS 


RYNYONYMNYNYN PRP RP BPP PB eB PB 
ASSN ER SVOHNAAEONES 


EN ety Sports | COMPLETE 
PRESEASON RANKINGS 


FLORIDA 
OHIO STATE 
OKLAHOMA 
USC 
GEORGIA 
MISSOURI 
WEST VIRGINIA 
AUBURN 

LSU 

CLEMSON 
TEXAS 
WISCONSIN 
KANSAS 

BYU 

ARIZONA STATE 
ILLINOIS 
TENNESSEE 
TEXAS TECH 
OREGON 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
VIRGINIA TECH 
RUTGERS 
PENN STATE 
WAKE FOREST 
FRESNO STATE 


26. 
27. 
28. 
29: 
30. 
3k. 
32. 
33: 
34. 
35; 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 


Florida State 
Pitt 

Michigan 
UCLA 

Alabama 
Colorado 
Oklahoma State 
Utah 

South Carolina 
California 
Cincinnati 
North Carolina 
Towa 

Texas A&M 
Arizona 
Nebraska 
Maryland 
Miami 

Boston College 
TCU 

Tulsa 

Boise State 
Mississippi State 
Michigan State 
Washington 
Connecticut 
Houston 
Northwestern 
Purdue 
Arkansas 


56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
61. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 
7A 
72. 
7 fee 
74. 
75. 
76. 
dds 
78. 
79: 
80. 
81. 
82. 
83. 
84. 
85. 
86. 
87. 


Georgia Tech 
NC State 
Kentucky 

East Carolina 
Notre Dame 
Oregon State 
Central Michigan 
Southern Miss 
Kansas State 
Indiana 
Louisville 
Virginia 
Nevada 

Ole Miss 
Florida Atlantic 
Washington State 
Navy 
Vanderbilt 
Stanford 

Ball State 

New Mexico 
Hawaii 
Minnesota 

UCF 

Duke 

Towa State 
Western Michigan 
Wyoming 
Baylor 

UTEP 

Air Force 
Memphis 


88. 
89. 
. Syracuse 

. SMU 

. Buffalo 

. Colorado State 


Miami (Ohio) 
Bowling Green 


ent State 


. Troy 
. Louisiana Tech 


jorthern Illinois 


. Rice 
. San Jose State 
. Middle Tennessee 


emple 


. UNLV 
103. 
04. 


Toledo 
San Diego State 
lew Mexico St. 


. Arkansas State 


arshall 


jorth Texas 


. UAB 

. Ohio 

. Tulane 

. Eastern Michigan 
. Akron 

. UL Monroe 

. UL Lafayette 


Army 


. Utah State 
. Idaho 
. FIU 
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WHERE 


MAXIMUM . 
PERFORMANCE. 


©2008 Maxell Corporation of America 


Maxell’s legendary performance has taken center stage at House of Blues’. 
Created with the most advanced digital technologies, Maxell media and accessories offer maximum power, 
precision and performance. That's why Maxell is an official sponsor of the legendary House of Blues. 
Maxell. Where maxirnum performance lives. 


A PROUD 
SPONSOR OF 


ATLANTIC COAST conrerence 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE 
QB CULLEN HARPER 64" 220 SR. CLEMSON 
RB JOSH ADAMS 60" 180 SO. WAKE FOREST 
RB JAMES DAVIS S11" 210 SR. CLEMSON 
WR AARON KELLY 65" 190 SR. CLEMSON 
WR HAKEEM NICKS 61" 210 JR. NORTH CAROLINA 
TE RYAN PURVIS 64" 258 SR. BOSTON COLLEGE 
C THOMAS AUSTIN 63" 315 JR CLEMSON 
OL JASON FOX 66" 306 JR. MIAMI 
ATLANTIC COAST CONFERENCE OL ANDREW GARDNER 66" 297 SR. GEORGIA TECH 
OL RODNEY HUDSON 62" 283 SO. FLORIDASTATE 
OL EUGENE MONROE 66" 315 SR. VIRGINIA 
= RST TEAM DEFENSE 
PRESEASON RANKINGS. DL ALEX ALBRIGHT 65" 235 JR. BOSTON COLLEGE 
” . DL EVERETTE BROWN 64" 246 JR. —-FLORIDASTATE 
ep ¢ DL DORELL SCOTT 64" 320 SR. CLEMSON 
mi DL_VANCE WALKER, 6% 293 SR. GEORGIATECH 
LB AARON CURRY 63" 240 SR WAKE FOREST 
e 1B CLINT SINTIM 63" 254 SR. VIRGINIA 
LB MICHAELTAUILILI S11" 235 SR. DUKE 
CB VICTOR HARRIS 60" 192 SR VIRGINIATECH 
CB ALPHONSO SMITH 59° 191 SR. WAKE FOREST 
MICHAEL HAMLIN 63" 205 SR. CLEMSON 
SCHIP VAUGHN 62" 220 SR. WAKE FOREST 
ST TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K SAM SWANK 62" 206 SR. WAKE FOREST 
P GRAHAM GANO 6Y" 197 SR. FLORIDASTATE 
KR C.J. SPILLER S11" 190 JR CLEMSON 
PR VIC HALL 59 190 JR VIRGINIA 
SECOND TEAM OFFE 
QB RILEY SKINNER 61" 200 JR. WAKE FOREST 
RB GRAIG COOPER 60" 202 SO. MIAMI 
RB C.J. SPILLER S11" 190 JR. CLEMSON 
WR DARRIUS HEYWARD-BEY 62" 206 JR. MARYLAND 
WR ERON RILEY 63" 200 SR. DUKE 
TE ANTHONY HILL 66" 265 SR. NCSTATE 
EDWIN WILLIAMS 63" 315 SR. MARYLAND 
OL SCOTT BURLEY 6S" 335 SR, MARYLAND 
OL SERGIO RENDER 64" 324 JR. VIRGINIATECH 
OL GARRETT REYNOLDS 67" 310 SR. NORTH CAROLINA 
OL JAIMIE THOMAS 64" 330 SR, MARYLAND 


DL_RON BRACE 63" 325 SR. BOSTON COLLEGE 
DL MICHAEL JOHNSON 67" 247 SR. GEORGIATECH 
DL DARRYLRICHARD 64" 290 SR_-—-GEORGIATECH 
DL WILLIE YOUNG 65 730 JR NCSTATE 
LB JON COPPER 60" 230 SR. VIRGINIA 
LB COLINMCCARTHY 63" 230 JR. MIAMI 
LB DAVE PHILISTIN 62 ZL SR MARYLAND 
CB TONY CARTER 5% 166 SR. FLORIDA STATE 
CB CHRIS CHANCELLOR ©5110" 170 JR. CLEMSON 
2. WAKE FOREST S KAMCHANCELLOR 63" 225 JR —_VIRGINIATECH 
S CHRIS CLEMONS 61" 210 SR CLEMSON 
3. FLORIDA STATE 
ECOND TEAM SPECIALISTS 
4. MARYLAND K MARK BUCHHOLZ 61 205 SR CLEMSON 
P BRENT BOWDEN 63" 206 JR. —_VIRGINIATECH 
5. BOSTON COLLEGE KR BRANDON TATE 61! 195 SR. NORTH CAROLINA 
PR JACOBY FORD S10" 185 JR. CLEMSON 
6. NC STATE 
ASTA! QB RB WR/TE OL DL LBB 
COASTAL SA air 6s WE 8 
1. VIRGINIA TECH Th fal a 2 6 
CHR Release? * ae oem ame 
2. NORTH CAROLINA Or. Sa Tie rs 
3. MIAMI Ie oh) Ag toes, aT. a0 
a Le ae a a 
4. GEORGIA TE age a aS ea 
Ca aE. 
5. VIRGINIA aR” CO NS as a 
6. DUKE FC NE MC aes OE 
Shit, orem SS 
mea) vag) ay) gy ee 
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Tim Cark/Ation Spots 


Upgrade 
your stay, 
give yourself 


a bonus! 


a. a 


Get 30% BONUS Wyndham Rewards™ points when you 
upgrade to a Days Business Place” Room’ You'll also enjoy comfy bedding 
upgrades, FREE high-speed Internet access, FREE daily 
c snack basket, handy microwave and refrigerator and 
much more. And, of course, Wyndham Rewar 


@s| points to turn your stays into extraordinary rewards”” The Best Value Under The Sun... 


Today’s Days Inn® hotels have a sunny new look outside. 
It's the sign of more value than ever inside. 


daysinnbiz.com 1-800-Days-Inn® Para Espaftol 1-888-709-4024 


basket, bedding upgrades, 1g board, and 30% | 
vedas a stay a  qualifing 


BIG 12 conrerence 


= 
PRESEASON RANKINGS 


GBCHASEDAN IES) 


as 
RB 
RB 
wR 
wR 
TE 
c 
oL 
oL 
oL 
oL 


DL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
1B 
1B 
1B 
cB 
cB 


CHASE DANIEL 
MIKE GOODSON 
MARLON LUCKY 
MICHAEL CRABTREE 
JEREMY MACLIN 
CHASE COFFMAN 
JON COOPER 
CEDRIC DOCKERY 
PHIL LOADHOLT 
DUKE ROBINSON 
LOUIS VASQUEZ 


AUSTON ENGLISH 
GEORGE HYPOLITE 
GERALD McCOY 

BRIAN ORAKPO 

JOE MORTENSEN 

JOE PAWELEK 

SEAN WEATHERSPOON 
CHRIS HARRIS 

JAMAR WALL 

NIC HARRIS 

WILLIAM MOORE 


JEFF WOLFERT 
JUSTIN BRANTLY 
MARCUS HERFORD 
JEREMY MACLIN 


SAM BRADFORD 
DEMARCO MURRAY 
JAKE SHARP. 
DEXTON FIELDS 
JUAQUIN IGLESIAS 
JERMAINE GRESHAM 
RYAN CANTRELL 
COLIN BROWN 

MATT SLAUSON 
JASON SMITH 
BRANDON WALKER 


IAN CAMPBELL 
DEMARCUS GRANGER 
ZACH POTTER 
STRYKER SULAK 
RASHAD BOBINO 
BROCK CHRISTOPHER 
MIKE RIVERA 

CARL GETTIS 

RYAN PALMER 

GARY CHANDLER 
JORDAN LAKE 


RYAN BAILEY 
MATT FODGE 
JUAQUIN IGLESIAS, 
DEON MURPHY 


BAYLOR 10 
COLORADO n 
JOWA STATE 12 
KANSAS 3 
KANSAS STATE 9 
MissouR! 1 
NEBRASKA 8 
‘OKLAHOMA 2 
OKLAHOMA STATE 7 
TEXAS iF 
TEXAS A&M 6 
TEMAS TECH 4 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE 


225. SR. MISSOURI 
196 JR. TEXAS A&M 
21S SR NEBRASKA 
208 SO. TEXAS TECH 
200 SO, MISSOURI 
245. SR. MISSOURI 
289 SR OKLAHOMA 
320 SR TEXAS 
350 SR OKLAHOMA. 
346 SR, OKLAHOMA. 
335. SR TEXAS TECH 
FIRST TEAM DEFENSE 
241 UR OKLAHOMA, 
285. SR. COLORADO 
289 SO. OKLAHOMA 
260 SR. TEXAS 
250. SR. KANSAS 
236. UR, BAYLOR 
235. UR, MISSOURI 
180 SO, KANSAS 
195 JR. TEXAS TECH 
232 SR. OKLAHOMA 
230 SR. MISSOURI 
FIRST TEAM SPECIALISTS 
62" 185 SR. MISSOURI 
63" 241 SR. TEXAS A&M 
63" 208 SR. KANSAS. 
61" 200 So. MISSOURI 
SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 
208 SO. OKLAHOMA, 
198 SO. OKLAHOMA, 
190 JR. KANSAS. 
204 SR KANSAS 
204 SR OKLAHOMA, 
264 JR OKLAHOMA, 
295. SR. KANSAS 
325. SR. MISSOURI 
325. SR NEBRASKA, 
298 SR. BAYLOR 


309 SR OKLAHOMA 


SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 
249° SR. KANSAS STATE 
315 JR. OKLAHOMA 
280 SR. NEBRASKA 
250 SR. MISSOURI 
238 SR TEXAS 
235 SR MISSOURI 
255. SR KANSAS 
200 SO. MISSOURI 
190 SR TEXAS 
195 SR KANSAS STATE 
206 JR. BAYLOR 


SECOND TEAM SPECIALISTS 
SR. TEXAS 

SR. OKLAHOMA STATE 
SR. OKLAHOMA 

SR. KANSAS STATE 


2008 UNIT RANKINGS 
RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
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Cave of the Winds decks at Niagara Falls, USA. 
fi 


“Thom INPSONS Aillions of gallons of water drench theldeeks at Niagara Falls each year That's why they.se 
Thompson's’ WaterSeal" products - the most powerful protection ag water damage, guaranteed*= 
WaterSeal to protect the'Cave of the Winds decks at Niagara Falls, including the famous Flurricane Deck. 
Thompson’s’ WaterSeal” wood protectors and stains contain special inhibitors that protect against 
mildew and fading, so your deck looks beautiful for years to\come. Trust the Thompson's’ WaterSeal 
brand for superior, long-lasting protection from the 
elements...no matter how extreme. 
Learn mor 


protect your deck from water 
at thompsonswa 


WaterSeal 
Deck « House 


moun ronson © 2008 The Thompsn's Company on Guaranteed, See proxi p 


BIG EAST conrerence 


192 SR. WEST VIRGINIA 


QB PAT WHITE 6 
RB_ NOEL DEVINE 58" 173 SO. WESTVIRGINIA 
RB LESEAN MCCOY Sl" 210 SO. PITTSBURGH 
WR ODERICK TURNER 63" 200 JR PITTSBURGH 
A WR TIQUAN UNDERWOOD 62" 180 SR RUTGERS 
TE STEVE BROUSE 64" 252 SR. CONNECTICUT 
CONFERENCE ¢ ERIC WOOD 64° 309 SR. LOUISVILLE 
OL GEORGE BUSSEY 62 306 SR. LOUISVILLE 
OL TREVOR CANFIELD —6'5" 295 SR. CINCINNATI 
OL GREG ISDANER 64" 322 JR. WEST VIRGINIA 


‘OL RYAN STANCHEK 


WEST VIRGINIA 


DL TERRILL BYRD CINCINNATI 
DL EARL HEYMAN LOUISVILLE 
DL ARTHUR JONES SYRACUSE 


DL GEORGE SELVIE 
LB TYRONE MCKENZIE 
LB SCOTT MCKILLOP 
LB REED WILLIAMS 


‘SOUTH FLORIDA 
‘SOUTH FLORIDA 
PITTSBURGH 

WEST VIRGINIA 


CB MIKE MICKENS CINCINNATI 
CB DEANGELO SMITH CINCINNATI 
S NATE ALLEN SOUTH FLORIDA 
S COURTNEY GREENE RUTGERS 
K PAT MCAFEE 61 221 SR WEST VIRGINIA 
KR MAX SUTER 511" 190 SO. SYRACUSE 
P KEVIN HUBER 62 224 SR. CINCINNATI 
PR AARON BERRY S11" 175 JR. PITTSBURGH 
QB MATT GROTHE 60" 213 JR. SOUTH FLORIDA 
RB DONALD BROWN S10" 208 JR. CONNECTICUT 
RB MIKE FORD SO. SOUTH FLORIDA 
WR KENNY BRITT UR. RUTGERS 
WR MIKE WILLIAMS 62 204 JR. SYRACUSE 
TE KEVIN BROCK SR. RUTGERS 
MIKE DENT SR. WEST VIRGINIA 
OL ANTHONY DAVIS 66" 350 SO. RUTGERS 
OL MIKE HICKS 66" 329 JR. CONNECTICUT 
OL RYAN SCHMIDT 64° 327 SR. SOUTH FLORIDA 
” OL JOETHOMAS 65" 300 JR. PITTSBURGH 
Ac weet Vineinia E 
DL CODY BROWN sR. CONNECTICUT 
SOUTH FLORIDA DL_ MAURICE MITCHELL SR LOUISVILLE 
Y DL JAMAAL WESTERMAN 63" 260 SR. RUTGERS 
3. RUTGERS DL JULIUS WILLIAMS SR. CONNECTICUT 
LB JAKE FLAHERTY SR. SYRACUSE 
ITISBURGH LB SCOTT LUTRUS $0. CONNECTICUT 
LB RYAN MANALAC SR. CINCINNATI 
ae. CINCINNAT! CB DARIUS BUTLER SR. CONNECTICUT 
CB WOODNY TURENNE SR. LOUISVILLE 
- Giicur S QUINTON ANDREWS JR. WEST VIRGINIA 
S__LATARRIUS THOMAS JR. LOUISVILLE 
K CONOR LEE S11" 195 SR. PITTSBURGH 
PROB LONG 64" 175 SO, SYRACUSE 
KR JEROME MURPHY 61" 176 JR SOUTH FLORIDA 
PR MARCUS EDWARDS —S'1l" 164 SR. SOUTH FLORIDA 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL LB DB 
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THE POWER OF STABILITY. 


Transamerica has built its reputation on over 100 years of 
strength and stability.* 


Ask your financial professional how Transamerica can help I "TRANSAMERICA 
® 


your financial plan reach new heights. i 
The Power of the Pyramid® 


* Transamerica Financial Life Insurance Company is authorized to conduct business in New York. Transsmerica Occidental an AEGONe company 
Life Insurance Company, established in 1806, s authorized to conduct business in al other states. 


BIG TEN conrerence 


8 TODD BOECKMAN 64" 244 SR. -—OHIOSTATE 
RB. JAVON RINGER 59° 200 SR. MICHIGAN STATE 
RB CHRIS WELLS 61 237 JR. OHIOSTATE 
WR ARRELIOUS BENN 62 214 SO. ILLINOIS 
WR BRIAN ROBISKIE 63" 199 SR OHIO STATE 
TE TRAVIS BECKUM 64 223 SR. WISCONSIN 
C A.Q. SHIPLEY 61" 297 SR _PENNSTATE 
OL ALEX BOONE 68" 312 SR OHIOSTATE 
OL XAVIER FULTON 65" 295 SR. ILLINOIS 
OL RICHOHRNBERGER 62" 291 SR _-PENNSTATE 
OL KRAIG URBIK 66 328 SR. WISCONSIN 
a ae ST TE. ENSE 
PRESEASON RANKINGS DL MAURICE EVANS 64" 264 JR. PENNSTATE 
> = DL MITCH KING 63" 264 SR. IOWA 
DL GREG MIDDLETON 63" 275 JR. —_INDIANA 
DL MATT SHAUGHNESSY 66" 253 SR. WISCONSIN 
LB MARCUS FREEMAN 61" 239 SR_—_OHIOSTATE 
LB JAMES LAURINAITIS 63" 240 SR. OHIO STATE 
LB BRIT MILLER SR ILLINOIS. 
¢B_VONTAE DAVIS uk ILLINOIS. 
CB MALCOLM JENKINS SR. OHIOSTATE 
SANDERSON RUSSELL JR. OHIO STATE 
S OTIS WILEY SR MICHIGAN STATE 
K AUSTIN STARR 63 204 SR. INDIANA 
P JEREMY BOONE 59" 184 JR PENNSTATE 
KR AW. WALLACE 61" 188 JR. PENNSTATE 
PR DAVID GILREATH 511" 154 SO, WISCONSIN 
QB JUICE WILLIAMS 6% 233 JR. ILLINOIS 
RB Pid, HILL 511" 228 JR. WISCONSIN 


RB TYRELL SUTTON 
WR BRIAN HARTLINE 
WR GREG ORTON 

TE TONY MOEAKI 
RYAN MCDONALD 
OL GABE CARIMI 

OL ZACH JONES 

OL ANDY KEMP 

OL SETH OLSEN 


200 SR. NORTHWESTERN 
186 JR. OHIO STATE 
199 SR. PURDUE 

255 SR. IOWA 

296 SR ILLINOIS 

299 SO. WISCONSIN 
300 JR. PURDUE 

316 SR. WISCONSIN 
305 SR. TOWA 


DL WILL DAVIS 63" 268 SR. ILLINOIS 


DL TIM JAMISON 63" 263 SR. MICHIGAN 
DL DAVID LINDQUIST 63° 288 SR. ILLINOIS: 
DL MIKE NEWKIRK 63" 261 SR. WISCONSIN 
LB A.J. EDDS 64" 244 UR. IOWA 
LB ANTHONY HEYGOOD 62" 230 SR. PURDUE 
LB GREG JONES 61" 222 so. MICHIGAN STATE 
CB KURT COLEMAN S11" 188 JR. OHIO STATE 
CB LYDELL SARGEANT 510 186 SR. PENN STATE 
S SHANE CARTER 62" 202 UR. WISCONSIN 
1 OHIO STATE S ANTHONY SCIRROTTO 60" 192 SR. PENN STATE 
2 WISCONSIN K KEVIN KELLY 57" 164 SR PENN STATE 
ak P JUSTIN KUCEK 60" 200 SR. MINNESOTA 
3: ILLINOIS KR DERRELL JOHNSON-KOULIANOS 61" 205 SO. IOWA 
PR BRIAN HARTLINE 62" 186 JR. OHIO STATE 
4. PENN STATE 
5. MICHIGAN 200 r : 
QB RB WR/TE OL DL tw OB 
6. IOWA hee ae eee ee 
rf NDI 4 10 8 7 9 6 5 
paren, STAT Ee 
8. NORTHWESTERN G tial 9 Ree Lh a 2B 
OHIO STATE HIGAN STATE Mae a 9 6 
9. PURDUE RB BEANIE WELLS eS Ve? DPD, wie a 
3 6 5 10 8 n 10 
10, INDIANA 2S Fae a as 
11, MINNESOTA an ae ee ee 
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{100% natural chicken} 


{Chicken with carrageenan} 


Other brands pump up their chicken with additives like salt, 

water and carrageenan — which means less chicken and more filler. 
At Sanderson Farms, we're committed to bringing you 

fresh, wholesome 100% chicken. Just the way nature intended. 


sandersonfarms.com 


Sanderson 
Farms’ 


CONFERENCE YS A 
EY SA, 


PRESEASON RANKINGS 


. SOUTH 
UCF 
MEMPHIS 
MARSHALL 
UAB 


C-U: EST 
1. TULSA 
2. HOUSTON 


ae 
RB 
RB 
wR 
wR 
TE 
c 
oL 
oL 
ou 
oL 


DL 
DL 
DL 
DL 
LB 
ir) 
1B 
ce 
cB 
s 

s 


KR 
PR 


CHASE CLEMENT 
TARRION ADAMS 
DAMION FLETCHER 
JARETT DILLARD 
BRENNAN MARION 
‘SHAWN NELSON 
ROBBY FELIX 
PATRICK BROWN, 
RYAN McKEE 
MICHAEL PARENTON 
BRANDON PEARCE 


MOTON HOPKINS 
PHILLIP HUNT 
CLINTON McDONALD 
ZACK SLATE 

ALBERT McCLELLAN 
GERALD McRATH 
BRIAN RAINES 

C.J. BAILEY 

JOE BURNETT 

VAN ESKRIDGE 
KENNETH FONTENETTE 


JOSE MARTINEZ 
THOMAS MORSTEAD 
ROY ROBERTS 
JOE BURNETT 


TREVOR VITTATOE 
DARIUS MARSHALL 
CHARLES CLAY 
DUKE CALHOUN 
JEFF MOTURI 

CODY SLATE 

CARL BARNETT 
DAVID BERKEN 
DOUG PALMER 

JAKE SEITZ 
SEBASTIAN VOLLMER 


ELL ASH 
BRUCE MILLER 
REGGIE SCOTT 
C.J. WILSON 
QUENTIN COTTON 
DERRICK HALLMAN 
JOE HENDERSON 
JOHNELL NEAL 
ROY ROBERTS 
ANDREW SENDEJO 
C.J. SPILLMAN 


‘SWAYZE WATERS 
BRITT BAREFOOT 
KEVIN SANDERS 
DWAYNE HARRIS 


er 
61 
510 
su 
er 
os" 


Epty 
60 
60 


510" 
6s" 
su 


su" 


62 
510" 
63" 
6a 
60 
6a 
63 
64 
63 
62 
68 


65 
62 
63 
oa 
62 
eo" 
62 
510 
su 
er 
60 


6 
60 
su 
60 


RICE 

TULSA 
SOUTHERN MISS 
RICE 

TULSA 
SOUTHERN MISS 
UTEP. 

UcF 

SOUTHERN MISS 
TULANE 
‘MEMPHIS 


TULSA 
HOUSTON 
MEMPHIS 

EAST CAROLINA 
MARSHALL 
SOUTHERN MISS 
RICE 

SOUTHERN MISS 
eg 

EAST CAROLINA 
HOUSTON 


UTEP 
SMU 
TULSA 
Ucr 


uTEP 
MARSHALL 
TULSA 
MEMPHIS 
ute 
MARSHALL 
HOUSTON 

RICE 

EAST CAROLINA 
AB 

HOUSTON 


HOUSTON 
ucr 

TULANE 

EAST CAROLINA 
EAST CAROLINA 
ucr 

UAB 

cr 

TULSA 

RICE 

MARSHALL 


UAB 
SOUTHERN MISS 


UAB 
EAST CAROLINA 
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MID-AMERICAN conrerence 


mae") Se eR 
PRESEASON RANKINGS 


Toledo Sid 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


QB DAN LEFEVOUR 
RB EUGENE JARVIS 

RB JAMES STARKS 

WR DANTE LOVE 

WR STEPHEN WILLIAMS 
TE DARIUS HILL 

C ALEX DERENTHAL 
OL ROBERT BREWSTER 
OL ANDREW HARTLINE 
OL CHRIS KEMME 

OL AUGUSTUS PARRISH 


DL DIYRAL BRIGGS 
DL LARRY ENGLISH 
DL JAMESON HARTKE 
DL ANDRE NEBLETT 
LB BRYANT HAINES 
LB DANIEL HOLTZCLAW 
LB CLAYTON MULLINS 
S BARRY CHURCH 
S  DAVONTE SHANNON 
CB LONDEN FRYAR 
CB ANTONIO SMITH 


K ALEX STEIGERWALD 
P CHRIS MILLER 

KR BRYAN WILLIAMS 
PR ANDRE JONES 


QB NATE DAVIS 

RB JUSTIN ANDERSON 
RB BRANDON WEST 
WR BRYAN ANDERSON 
WR JAMARKO SIMMONS 
TE ANDREW MOONEY 
C JOSH PERRY 

OL JON BROST 

OL JARED DEWALT 
OL DAVE DIFRANCO 
OL JEFF NIEDERMIER 


DL BRANDON CRAWFORD 
DL ZACH DAVIDSON 

DL TERRANCE KNIGHTON 
DL ALMONDO SEWELL 
LB DEREK BURRELL 

LB KEVIN GRANT 

LB JOE HUDSON 

S LOUIS DELMAS 
SPJ. MAHONE 

CB ANTHONY FERLA 

CB Bw. HILL 


Kk SINISAVRVILO 

P JAKE RICHARDSON 
KR ANTONIO BROWN 
PR BJ. HILL 


ICHIGAN 10 


FIRST TEAM OFFENS 


63" 226 JR, CENTRAL MICH, 
55" 170 JR. KENT STATE 
62" 210 UR. BUFFALO 
510" 179 SR. BALL STATE 
65" 197 JR. TOLEDO 
66" 236 SR, BALL STATE 
64" 294 SR. TEMPLE 
65" 310 SR. BALL STATE 
65" 297. SR. CENTRAL MICH. 
66" 305 SR. AKRON 
65" 305 SR, KENT STATE 
FIRST TEAM DEFENSE 
64" 230. SR. BOWLING GREEN 
63" 254 SR, NO. ILLINOIS 
" 262 SR OHIO 
290 JR, TEMPLE 
223 SR. BALL STATE 
246 SR. EASTERN MICH, 
241 SR. MIAMI 
212 UR TOLEDO 
180 SO, BUFFALO 
511" 192. SR. WESTERN MICH, 
5110" 180 SR, BOWLING GREEN 
RST TEAM SPECIALISTS 
511" 179 JR. TOLEDO 
62" 211 SR. BALL STATE 
60" 200 SR. AKRON 
511" 185. SR, AKRON 
SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 
62" 217 JR, BALL STATE 
S11" 222 JR. NO, ILLINOIS 
5110" 188 JR. WESTERN MICH. 
65" 205 UR. CENTRAL MICH. 
62" 234 SR. WESTERN MICH 
63" 233 SR. OHIO 
295. SR KENT STATE 
304 SR NO. ILLINOIS 
318 UR TOLEDO 
305. SR MIAMI 
310. SR BUFFALO 
SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 
63" 260 UR. BALL STATE 
62" 239 SR. WESTERN MICH. 
64" 295. SR. TEMPLE 
62" 260 SO. AKRON 
62" 240 SR. KENT STATE 
62" 245 SR. AKRON 
62" 232 SR. MIAMI 
51" 196 SR. WESTERN MICH. 
510" 201 JR. BOWLING GREEN 
510" 190 JR. TEMPLE 
57" 180 SR. BALL STATE 
COND TEAM SPECIALISTS 
61" 234 SR. BOWLING GREEN 
61" 208 SR. MIAMI 
510" 175 SO. CENTRAL MICH. 
57" 180 SR. BALLSTATE 
2008 UNIT RANKINGS 
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MOUNTAIN WEST conrerence 


201 UR ByU 

229 SR. NEW MEXICO 
240 SO, BYU 

206 JR BYU 

205 JR UNL 
250 JR BYU 

272 SR, TOU 

285 UR. AIR FORCE 
316 SR. UTAH 
331 SR. BYU 

332 SR. BYU 


QB MAX HALL 
RB RODNEY FERGUSON 
RB HARVEY UNGA 

WR AUSTIN COLLIE 

WR RYAN WOLFE 

TE DENNIS PITTA 
BLAKE SCHLUETER 
OL NICK CHARLES 

OL ROBERT CONLEY 
OL RAY FEINGA 

OL DALLAS REYNOLDS 


FIRST TEAM DEFENS 
DL JOHN FLETCHER 66" 280 UR. WYOMING 
DL JAN JORGENSEN 63" 256 JR. BYU 
DL RYAN KEMP 6" 225 SR. AIRFORCE 
DL PAUL KRUGER 6S" 255. SO, UTAH 
LB RUSSELL ALLEN 63" 235 SR. ‘SAN DIEGO STATE 
LB JEFF HORINEK 63" 234 SR. COLORADO STATE 
LB JASON PHILLIPS 61" 234 SR. TCU 
CB BRICE MCCAIN 5% 189 SR. UTAH 
CB DEANDRE WRIGHT S11" 193. SR. NEW MEXICO 
S STEPHEN HODGE eo" 212 sR. TCU 
S ROBERT JOHNSON 63" 190 UR. UTAH 
FIRST TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K LOUIE SAKODA 5110" 178 SR. UTAH 
P LOUIE SAKODA 510" 178 SR. UTAH 
KR AUSTIN COLLIE 62" 206 UR. BYU 
PR CASEY FLAIR 61" 195 SR. UNL 
QB BRIAN JOHNSON 205. SR UTAH 
RB KYLE BELL 231 SR. COLORADO STATE 
RB DARRELL MACK 60" 219 SR. UTAH 
WR BRENT CASTEEL S110" 193. SR, UTAH 
WR CASEY FLAIR 61" 195 SR. UNL 
TE TRAVIS DEKKER 245. SR, AIR FORCE 
¢ TIM BOND 300 SR WYOMING 


OL ZANE BEADLES 
OL KYLE HOWARD 
OL MATT MURPHY 
OL MARSHALL NEWHOUSE 


312 JR UTAH 
312 SR. WYOMING 

300 SO. UNLV 

317 UR Tcu 

242 SR. COLORADO STATE 
263 UR UTAH 

270 JR WYOMING 

282 SR. TCU 

230. SR, WYOMING 

228 SR. Tcu 

220 JR UTAH 

163 JR, Tou 

203 SR NEW MEXICO 
210 JR. NEW MEXICO 
205 JR. AIR FORCE 


DL TOMMIE HILL 
DL_ KOA MSI 

DL MITCH UNREIN 

DL JAMES VESS 

LB WARD DOBBS 

LB ROBERT HENSON 

LB STEVENSON SYLVESTER 
CB RAFAEL PRIEST 

CB GLOVER QUIN 

SIAN CLARK 

S  CHRISTHOMAS 


EAM SPECIALISTS 
K RYAN HARRISON 180 SR. AIR FORCE 
P RYAN HARRISON 180 SR ‘AIR FORCE 
KR DION MORTON 162 JR. COLORADO STATE 


PR BRYCE MAHUIKA 186 JR. BYU 


QB RB WR/TE OL DL 
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PAC-10 conrerence 


QB JAKE LOCKER 63" 225 SO. WASHINGTON 

RB KEEGAN HERRING 510" 195. SR. ARIZONA STATE 

RB STAFON JOHNSON 60" 210 JR. usc 

WR BRANDON GIBSON 61" 202 SR. WASHINGTON ST, 

WR MIKE THOMAS 58" 195 SR. ARIZONA 

TE ROB GRONKOWSKI 66" 260. SO. ARIZONA 

ALEX MACK 65" 316 SR. CALIFORNIA 

OL EBEN BRITTON 66" 310 JR. ARIZONA 

OL JEFF BYERS 64" 285 SR. usc 

OL ANDY LEVITRE 63" 329 SR. OREGON STATE 

OL JEREMY PERRY 62" 334. SR. OREGON STATE 
PRESEASON RANKINGS Pie BM DEFENSE 

DL_ DEXTER DAVIS. 62" 252 UR. ARIZONA STATE 

DL PANNEL EGBOH 66" 270 SR. STANFORD 

DL FILIMOALA 295. SR usc 

DL NICK REED 244 SR OREGON 

LB BRIAN CUSHING 240. SR usc 

LB ZACK FOLLETT 238 SR. CALIFORNIA 

LB REY MAUALUGA 250. SR. usc 

CB JAIRUS BYRD 201 JR. OREGON 

CB ALTERRAUN VERNER 176 IR. UCLA 

S PATRICK CHUNG 203 SR OREGON 

S TAYLOR MAYS 225 UR. usc 

K  OMAS WEBER 61" 205 SO. ARIZONA STATE 

P  KEENYN CRIER 61" 200 SO. ARIZONA 

KR JAHVID BEST 510" 193 SO. CALIFORNIA 

PR KYLE WILLIAMS 5'10" 185. uR. ARIZONA STATE 


ARIZONA STATE 


QB RUDY CARPENTER 62" 202 sR. 


RB_ NIC GRIGSBY 5110" 178 SO, ARIZONA 

RB JOE McKNIGHT 60" 180 SO. USC 

WR SAMMIE STROUGHTER 610" 188 SR. OREGON STATE 
WR JAISON WILLIAMS 65" 237 SR OREGON 

TE LOGAN PAULSEN 66" 252 SR. UCLA 
MAX UNGER 65" 305 SR. OREGON 

OL CASEY BULYCA 66" 340 SR. WASHINGTON 
OL PAUL FANAIKA 66" 336 SR. ARIZONA STATE 
OL ADAM SPEER 63" 301 SR. OREGON STATE 
OL FENUKITUPOU 66" 326 SR. OREGON 


SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 


DL VICTOR BUTLER 235. SR OREGON STATE 


DL_ EVERSON GRIFFEN 265 0. usc 

DL BRIGHAM HARWELL 292 SR. UCLA 

DL LUIS VASQUEZ 260 SR ARIZONA STATE 
LB ANTHONY FELDER 235. SR CALIFORNIA 
LB RONNIE PALMER 245. SR. ARIZONA 

LB CLINTON SNYDER 64" 231 SR. STANFORD 
CB OMAR BOLDEN 5110" 194 SO. ARIZONA STATE 
CB BRANDON HUGHES —5S'11" 182 SR. OREGON STATE 
S KEVIN ELLISON 61" 225 SR. usc 

S TROY NOLAN 62" 205 SR. ARIZONA STATE 


K DAVID BUEHLER 62" 225 SR, USC 


P JOSH SYRIA. 63" 249 SR. OREGON 
KR MIKE THOMAS: 58" 195 SR. ARIZONA 
PR TERRENCE AUSTIN 5110" 160 UR. UCLA 

CALLB 2008 RANKINGS 
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SOUTHEASTERN conrerence 


FIRST T 


8 TIMTEsOW 63" 232 JR. FLORIDA 
RB_ ARIAN FOSTER 61" 215 SR, TENNESSEE 
RB KNOWSHON MORENO S111" 207 SO, GEORGIA 
WR PERCY HARVIN S11" 178 JR. FLORIDA 
WR KENNY McKINLEY 610" 182 SR, SOUTH CAROLINA 
TE CORNELIUS INGRAM 644" 223 SR. FLORIDA 
© JONATHAN LUIGS 64" 314 SR. ARKANSAS 
OL CIRON BLACK ost 314 UR LSU 
OL MICHAEL OHER 65" 315 SR OLEMISS 
OL ANTHONY PARKER 63" 300 SR, TENNESSEE 
OL ANDRE SMITH 65' 340 JR. ALABAMA 
= a . FIR EAM DEFEN 
PRESEASON RANKINGS DL GENO ATKINS 61" 290 JR, GEORGIA 
. DL GREG HARDY 64" 265 JR. OLE MISS 
DL TYSON JACKSON ost 292 SR LSU 
DL JEREMY JARMON 63" 285 JR. KENTUCKY 
LB DARRY BECKWITH 61". 232 SRLS 
LB RICO MccoY 61 215 JR, TENNESSEE 
LB BRANDON SPIKES 63" 245 JR, FLORIDA 
CB TREVARD LINDLEY —610"175 ‘JR, KENTUCKY 
CB. Did. MOORE 510" 182 JR, VANDERBILT 
S ERIC BERRY S11" 195 $0, TENNESSEE 
S DEREK PEGUES 510" 196 SR. MISSISSIPPI ST. 
FIRST TEAM SPECIALISTS 
WES BYRUM 61" 220 $0, AUBURN 
P BRIAN MIMBS SI" 205 SR. GEORGIA 
KR BRANDON JAMES 56" 179 JR FLORIDA 
PR BRANDON JAMES 56" 179 UR. FLORIDA 


SECOND TEAM OFFENSE 
QB MATTHEW STAFFORD 63" 237 UR, GEORGIA 


RB ANTHONY DIXON 61" 240 JR. MISSISSIPPI ST. 
RB BEN TATE S10" 215 JR. AUBURN 

WR LUCAS TAYLOR 60" 185 SR. TENNESSEE 

WR DEMETRIUS BYRD 195 SR LSU 

TE JARED COOK 65" 242 UR. SOUTH CAROLINA 
C JOSH McNEIL 644" 280 UR. TENNESSEE 

OL ANTOINE CALDWELL 63" 292. SR, ALABAMA 

OL TYRONNE GREEN 62" 307 SR. AUBURN 

OL RAMON FOSTER 66" 325 SR. TENNESSEE 


OL HERMAN JOHNSON = 67"-351 SR, usu 


SE DEFER 
DL ANTONIO COLEMAN — 62" 250. JR. AUBURN 

DL RICKY JEAN-FRANCOIS 6'l" 281 JR. LSU 

DL JEFF OWENS 63" 298 SR. GEORGIA 
DL ANTWAIN ROBINSON — 6'2" 258 SR. ARKANSAS 
LB JASPER BRINKLEY 62" 275 SR. SOUTH CAROLINA 


LB DANNELL ELLERBE 61" 232 SR. GEORGIA 

LB ERIC NORWOOD 611" 270 JR. SOUTH CAROLINA 

CB ASHER ALLEN 5110" 190 JR. GEORGIA 

CB CAPTAIN MUNNERYLN 5°" 185 JR, SOUTH CAROLINA 
2. GEORGIA' S EMANUEL COOK 5110" 214 JR. SOUTH CAROLINA 


3 a S RASHAD JOHNSON —610"_‘187 SR. ALABAMA 
SECOND T SPECIALISTS 
4, SOUTH CARI A K RYAN SUCCOP 63" 224 SR. SOUTH CAROLINA 
KENTUCIY P RYAN SHOEMAKER 610" 192 SO. AUBURN 


KR TRINDON HOLLIDAY 55" 159 UR LSU 
PR JAVIER ARENAS 59" 193 UR. ALABAMA 


2008 UNIT 
QB RB WR/TE OL DL 
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Tim Glrk/athln Sports 


If your wiper blades are underperforming, it’s 
time to put in an all-star. Install Rain-X Latitude® 
_ high-performance wiper blades annually. 


High-performance wipe 
Quick and easy to install 
Ice-resistant frame 


Blades TODAY If They Arem 
Wis! Sl St 
UD re. ue —f 
SKIPPING. STREAKING SPLITTING SQUEAKING, =u 
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SUN BELT conrerence 


QB RUSTY SMITH 

RB TYRELL FENROY 
RB REGGIE ARNOLD 
WR CORTEZ GENT 

WR CASEY FITZGERALD 


TE JASON HARMON 
C CHRIS FISHER 
OL DION SMALL 
OL MATT MANDICH 
CONFERENCE OL JOHN Rizzo 
OL CHRIS JAMISON 
ll 
PRESEASON RANKINGS DL_JERVONTE JACKSON 


DL BRANDON LANG 
DL ALEX CARRINGTON 
DL AARON MORGAN 
LB BORIS LEE 

LB FRANTZ JOSEPH 
LB ANTWYNE ZANDERS 
CB SHERROD MARTIN 
CB TAVIOUS POLO 

S GREG JAMES 

S TAVARES WILLIAMS 


K DREW EDMISTON 
P SCOTT LOVE 

KR  DIIVORY EDGECOMB 
PR KEVIN JONES 


QB MICHAEL DESORMEAUX 
RB FRANK GOODIN 
RB CHARLES PIERRE 
WR DARRELL McNEAL 
WR GREG ELLINGSON 
TE ZEEK ZACHARIE 
DANNY FRANKS: 
OL KELVIN DRAKE 
OL MARK THOMPSON 
OL JOE ALAJAJIAN 
OL ANDY LEAVINE 


DL TREVOR JENKINS 
DL KENNY MAINOR 
DL ROBERT ST, CLAIR 


LB CARDIA JACKSON 
LB BEN OWENS 

LB GRANT FLEMING 
CB COREY SMALL 

CB ALEX SUBER 

S ASHLYN PARKER 
SS KARTEY AGBOTTAH 


K JOSH ARAUCO 
P BRETT SHRABLE 
KR BRANDON THOMPKINS 
PR DARRELL McNEAL 


oes FOUR ALANS 


Bs D ae 
‘ ARKANSAS STATE 3 

RIDAATLANTIC 1 

IDA INTERNATIONAL 7 

TENNESSEE 4 


SULIMONROEs é 
GUDLAFAVETTE 3 

7. NORTH TEXAS UL MonRO 6 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL NES: 8 


212 
186 
59” 220 
2" 170 
S111" 195 
63" 210 
280 
280 
63" 305 
63" 300 
63" 295 


63” 280 
65" 240 
65" 280 
615" 225 
610" 220 
el" 229 
6'o" 212 
el" 194 
5'10" 160 
el" 198 
ou" 190 
6a" 194 
610” 190 
5'10" 185 
5110" 169 


SE 
200 
5:9" 194 
519" 195 
60" 210 
195 
240 
308 
300 
614" 300 
63" 285 
65" 292 
OL" 285 
614" 235 
64" 250 


62 


DL JONATHAN BETANCOURTG'L" 279 


612" 228 
62" 230 
63" 210 
5'10" 182 
519" 165 
S!LL 195 
62" 190 

SECC 
5'9” 210 
62" 220 
519" 180 
610” 215 


SR. 
JR. 
SR. 

SR, 


CON 
SR, 
50, 
SR. 
UR. 
$0, 
SR. 
UR 
UR. 
UR 
UR, 
UR 


CONC 


SR. 
SR. 
SR. 
SR. 
aR. 
SR. 
$0, 
SR. 
UR. 
uk. 
UR. 

ND 
UR. 
SR. 
aR. 
aR. 


200: 


RB WR/TE OL 


5 


EAM SPECIALIST 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
UL LAFAYETTE 
ARKANSAS STATE 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
NORTH TEXAS 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
UL LAFAYETTE 
TROY 
ARKANSAS STATE 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
TROY 

TEAM DEFENSE 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
TROY 
ARKANSAS STATE 
UL MONROE 
TROY 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
UL LAFAYETTE 
TROY 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
UL MONROE 
TROY 
ECIALISTS 
UL LAFAYETTE 
ULMONROE 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
ARKANSAS STATE 


) TEAM OFFENSE 
UL LAFAYETTE 
UL MONROE 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
UL MONROE 
FLORIDA INT'L 
UL MONROE 
TROY 
NORTH TEXAS 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
FLORIDA INT'L 
FLORIDA INT'L 
TEAM DEFENSE 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
TROY 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
FLORIDA INT'L 
UL MONROE 
ARKANSAS STATE 
UL LAFAYETTE 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
FLORIDA INT'L 
NORTH TEXAS 


ARKANSAS STATE 
ARKANSAS STATE 
ARKANSAS STATE 
UL MONROE 

i 


DL OLB 
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WESTERN ATHLETIC conrerence 


FIRST TEAM OFFENSE 
220. SR. FRESNO STATE 
198 SR. BOISE STATE 


QB TOM BRANDSTATER 
RB IAN JOHNSON 


RB LUKE LIPPINCOTT 215 SR. NEVADA 
WR JEREMY CHILDS 205 UR. BOISE STATE 
WR CHRIS WILLIAMS 157 SR. NEW MEXICO ST. 
TE BEAR PASCOE 260 SR. FRESNO STATE 
‘- ns JOHN ESTES 290 UR. HAWAIL 
WESTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE OL “KEITH AHSOON: 315 SR. HAWAII 


OL BOBBY LEPORI 
OL COLE POPOVICH 
OL ANDREW WOODRUFF 


285 SR. FRESNO STATE 
285 SR. FRESNO STATE 
320 SR. BOISE STATE 


ee 
__ PRESEASON RANKINGS 


DL_ KEVIN BASPED 66" 240 SO. NEVADA 

- DL JARRON GILBERT 616" 280. SR. SAN JOSE STATE 
DL_ DAVID VEIKUNE 63" 250 SR. HAWAIL 
DL RYAN WINTERSWYK 614" 261 SO. BOISE STATE 
LB SOLOMON ELIMIMIAN 610" 220 SR. HAWAIL 
LB JAKE HUTTON 60" 236 SR. UTAH STATE 
LB ADAM LEONARD 60" 235 SR. HAWAIL 
CB CHRISTOPHER OWENS 5110" 170 SR. SAN JOSE STATE 
CB KYLE WILSON 510" 184 JR. BOISE STATE 
SANTONIO BAKER S11" 200 JR. LOUISIANATECH 


S DERRICK RICHARDSON 5'11" 190 SR. NEW MEXICO ST. 


FIRST TEAM SPECIAL 


K KYLE BROTZMAN 5110" 177 SO. BOISE STATE 

P CHRIS KEAGLE 60" 233 SR. LOUISTANATECH 

KR A.J. JEFFERSON 61" 190 JR. FRESNO STATE 

PR PHILLIP BECK 5110" 177 SR. LOUISTANATECH 
SECOND TEAM O 

QB COLIN KAEPERNICK 6" 215 SO. NEVADA 

RB DEONTE JACKSON 58" 181 SO. IDAHO 


RB RYAN MATHEWS 
WR KEVIN JUROVICH 


205 SO. FRESNO STATE 
183 SR. SAN JOSE STATE 


WR MARKO MITCHELL 200 SR. NEVADA. 
C DOMINIC GREEN 295 SR NEVADA. 
OL ALONZO DURHAM 285 JR. NEVADA 


OL JARED MILES 
OL KEONI STEINHOFF 
OL CHUCK TAYLOR 
TE ROB MYERS 


320 SO. LOUISTANATECH 
280 SR. HAWAII 

345. SO. NEW MEXICO ST. 
240 SR UTAH STATE 


SECOND TEAM DEFENSE 
280 SR FRESNO STATE 
244 SR. BOISE STATE 
267 SR. UTAH STATE 

290 SR. NEVADA. 

221 SR LOUISIANA TECH 


DL JON MONGA 
DL MIKET. WILLIAMS. 
DL BEN CALDERWOOD 
DL MUNDRAE CLIFTON 
LB QUIN HARRIS. 


LB LA’AULI FONOTI 64" 253 SR. NEW MEXICO ST, 
LB JOSH MAUGA 62" 245 SR. NEVADA 
CB DAVON HOUSE 60" 172 SO. NEW MEXICO ST. 
CB DAMION OWENS 61" 185 UR FRESNO STATE 
S- SHILOH KEO 510" 175 JR. IDAHO 
S MOSES HARRIS 61" 200 JR. FRESNO STATE 
FRESNO STATE SECOND TEAM SPECIALISTS 
K TINO AMANCIO 59" 215 SR. IDAHO 
BOISE STATE P Td. CONLEY 63" 216 SR. IDAHO 
KR MALCOLM LANE 62 185 uk. HAWAII 
NEVADA PR SHILOH KEO S10" 175 JR. - IDAHO 
HAWAII 2008 UNIT RA 
LOUISIANA TECH 1st es = bite or a 
SAN JOSE STATE ROTANDOHN FRESNO STATE A oes eal 
Hawatt We Rs pS 
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OFFENSE For the first time in history, 
Heisman Trophy winner will be taking’ the 
field at the Swamp. Both Steve Spurrier and 
Danny Wuerffel won their trophies after 
playing their final home game, but Tim Tebow 
still has two years of cligibili 

Tebow will have an amazing array of players 
to get the ball ro, which could reduce how 
much Florida will depend on its junior 
quarterback. 

The Gators are loaded at wide receiver, have 
two excellent tight ends and experience on the 
line, They also have Tebow, who is not only the 
star of the team but the emotional leader as well. 
‘Tebow threw for 32 touchdowns and ran for 23 
last year, but Florida will look to spread the ball 
around to receivers Percy Harvin, Louis Murphy 
and Riley Cooper as well as a bevy of running 
backs who each have different strengths. 


y remaining. 


Florida ranked No. 12 in the SEC in 


pass defense after the Gators allowed 
258.5 yards per game through the air. 
Florida allowed opponents to compete 


59.4 percent of their passes. 


The star of the spring game was Chris 
y, a sophomore who will line up at both 
tailback and receiver. USC transfer Emmanuel 
Moody will have to hold on to the ball ro see 
the field. 
‘The bottom line — moving the ball won't 
be a problem for a team that returns so much 
from last year's SEC offensive leader. 


DEFENSE The Gator defense seemed to be 
progressing before Michigan embarrassed 
Florida with 524 yards in the Capital One 
Bowl. Meyer brought in two new coaches on 
defense and a load of talent in his recruiting 
class to try to bolster the unit. He also spent 
many hours trying to change some strategies, 
including playing more off-man coverage this 
season. “Last year, we were asking guys to run 
back and then break on the ball,” he says. “So 


we're going to change some things up. Some of 
our issues were personnel and some were 
coaching.” 

Florida’s defensive strength is at linebacker 
where Brandon Spikes was All-SEC a year ago. 
But the Gators need freshmen like tackle 
Omar Hunter, safety Will Hill and cornerback 
Janoris Jenkins to step up to make the defense 
better. 


SPECIALISTS Florida will have a new kicker, 
and its likely to be true freshman Jacob 
Sturgis, who hit a 60-yarder in the spring 
game. Chas Henry's booming punts were 
almost unreturnable a year ago, and he’s back 
for his sophomore season. Under Meyer, 
Florida has excelled on special teams with 
blocked kicks and big returns, the latter thanks 
to Brandon James, who was second in the SEC 
in kickoff recurns and first in punt returns a 
year ago. 


FINAL ANALYSIS After winning the national 
championship in his second year at Florida, 
Urban Meyer knew he had to rebuild the 
following year. “You don’t lose what we lost 
and not flinch,” he says. 

Florida lost four times and came up shore in 
its bid to repeat as SEC champs, but Meyer 
believes the pieces are in place to make another 
run this season. “We have to have chemistry 
and if that develops we could have a very 
special team,” Meyer says. 

One of the problems for the 2008 Gators is 
thar they are in the same division with 
everyone’ preseason darling — Georgia. And 
Florida has a difficult schedule thar includes 
non-conference games against Miami, Florida 
State and Hawaii, road games at Tennessee and 
Arkansas, a home game against defending 
national champ LSU and the annual trip to 
Jacksonville to face the Bulldogs. 

Ie’s not supposed to be easy, but Florida has 
a talented team that will start the season as a 
title favorite. 


A. 30 Hawaii W |S. 1 Western Kentucky w 49-3 | jam SA Gaia 2 ital 
S. 6 Miami Ws. 8 Troy W> 59-31 | ‘scoring 225 009 3 
S. 20 at Tennessee * | 5. 15 Tennessee W> 59-20 | Rushing 200.2 ypg B 
5. 27 Ole Miss Ws. 22 atolemiss  W_30-24 | Passing 257.0 yp9 8 
0. 4 at Arkansas Ws. 29 Auburn L 20-17 | ‘ota 457.2yp9 “ 
0.11 LSU *| 0. 6 atisu L 28-24 | po 
0. 25. Kentucky W] 0.20 atKeudy ow 537 | oO 
eae Ms = ring 255 ppg 46 
9 0. 27 at Georgia L 42-30 | ting rane a 
N. 8 at Vanderbilt W | N. 3 Vanderbit w 4-22 | pen =e * 
N. 15 South Carolina W | N10 at South Carolina W 51-31 | Toa aie en a 
N. 22 The Citadel W | N. 17 Florida Atlantic © w 59-20 | ee 
N. 29. at Florida State WN. 24 Florida State w 422 | En Per Game Rank 
ortingeness pei wa ores #Capital One Bowl 


HEAD COACK 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


RECORD AT SCHOC 


CAREER RECORI 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATO! 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 1 Percy Harvin (Jr) 
WR 9 Louis Murphy (Sr. 

WR_ 86 Riley Cooper (Jt) 

AT 75 Phil Trautwein (Sr) 

1G 63 Jim Tart (Sr) 

C56 Maurkice Pouncey (So.) 
RG _55 Mike Pouncey (So.) 

RT 77 Jason Watkins (Sr) 

TE 7 Comelius Ingram (St) 
0B 
ac 


15 TimTebow (dr) 
8 Chris Rainey (So,) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 8 Carlos Dunlap (Sa) 
DT 93 Javier Estopinan (Sr.) 
DT 90 Lawrence Marsh (So.) 


DE 49 Jermaine Cunningham (Jr) § Jaye Howard (Fr) 


LB 51 Brandon Spikes (Jr.) 
1B 26 Lorenzo Edwards (50.) 
32 Dustin Doe (dr) 
CB 12 Joe Haden (So.) 
4 Wondy Pierre-Louis (Jr) 
20 Dorian Munroe (Jr) 
21 Major Wright (So.) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 2 Caleb Sturgis (Fr) 
P 17 Chas Henry (S0) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Bas 


6 Deonte Thompson (Fr) 
16 Carl Moore (Jr) 

87 Justin Wiliams (S0.) 
57 Carl Johnson (S0,) 

68 Jim Barrie (S0.) 

71. Corey Hobbs (S0.) 

66 James Wilson (Fr) 

76 Marcus Gilbert (So.) 
81 Aaron Hernandez (S0.) 
1B Cam Newton (S0.) 

33 Kestahn Moore (Sr) 


94 Justin Trattou (So.) 
99 Omar Hunter (Fr) 
95 Torrey Davis (So.) 


54 Brendan Beal (Ft) 
41 Ryan Stamper (Jr) 
16 Awd, Jones (So.) 
29 Janoris Jenkins (Ft) 
14 Markihe Anderson (dr) 
35 Ahmad Black (So.) 

7 Jamar Hornsby (S0.) 


KR 25 Brandon James (ut) 
PR 25Brandon James (dr) 


Passing: Tim Tebow, 350-234-3,286-6, 321Ds 
Rushing: Tim Tebow, 210 car, 895 yds., 23 TDs 
Receiving: Percy Harvin, 59 rec., 858 yds., 4TDs 


Tackles: Brandon Spikes, 131, 81 solo 


‘Sacks: Jermaine Cunningham, 6.5, 


Interceptions: Wondy Pierre-Louis, 2 for 47 yds. 
(eicates umber of returng starters « BOLD indicates return starters 


‘roceSchwarman 
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Introducing your new front door. 


Make the real entrance of your home beautiful with EPOXYShield® garage floor coating. 


Your garage is an extension of your home. Shouldn't you give your 
floor the protection, durability and beauty it deserves? One easy-to- 
apply coat of EPOXYShield gives you a 
professional finish that resists gas, oil, salt 
and hot tire pick-up. Learn more about 
America's best-selling premium garage 
floor coating at rustoleum.com. 


Actual Floor Finish 


stopping rust is just the start? 


©2007 Rust-Oleum Corporation 


‘When Chris “Beanie” Wells arrived 
to the program from Akron, Ohio, a member 
of the OSU coaching staff compared the 
bruising running back to a young Jim Brown. 
High praise indeed. Wells may not reach that 
pinnacle, but he does appear ready to 
dominate on a weekly basis. The junior is 
coming off the best rushing performance ever 
by a Buckeye against Michigan (222 yards) 
and an eye-opening display in the BCS 
National Championship Game vs. LSU (146 
yards, including a 65-yard TD romp). 

With Wells a constant threat in the 
backfield, quarterback Todd Boeckman should 
have enough time behind a vereran offensive 
line to find his favorite targets, wide receivers 
Brian Robiskic and Brian Hartline. The 
graceful Robiskie ran under several of 
Boeckman's deep lobs last season and averaged 
a robust 17.0 yards per catch. Hartline ranked 
right behind Robiskie’s team-leading 55 
catches with 52 of his own. 

Finding a consistent third receiver and 
developing a fullback to pave running lanes for 
Wells will be early-season priorities. The wild 
card is true freshman quarterback Terrelle 
Pryor, a once-in-a-lifetime athlete who can 
bring an added dimension to the offense. 


OSU lost the last 


two BCS National AP "2 Ge 
Championship = F 
Games by a = _— 


combined score of 79-38. Those haunting outcomes 
will serve as fuel for this year’s veteran-laden squad. 


Ie’s no mystery why the Buckeyes 
entered the title game tops in the nation in 
points allowed, rushing defense and overall 
defense. As has been the case for decades, they 
employ a very active 4-3 alignment that 
provides regular pressure on passing downs and 
funnels running plays to the middle, which is 
where Butkus Award-winning linebacker James 
Laurinaitis resides. A senior with size, speed 


~ET.te™ 

“hla uh’ 4 <h'a cl 
SULREYES | 
and all the intangibles, Laurinaitis may be 
hailed as the best defensive player in the 
country by the time his senior season ends. 
Outside linebacker Marcus Freeman has 
ranked second on the team in tackles the last 
two seasons behind Laurinaitis, and there's no 
reason to think that won't happen again. 

The front line is fierce and armed with 
plenty of reserves for co-coordinator Jim 
Heacock to keep fresh troops on the field. 

Thorpe Award frontrunner Malcolm 
Jenkins, a physical corner, headlines a stellar 
secondary. Kurt Coleman and Anderson 
Russell showed signs of becoming a terrific 
tandem at safety but need to come up with 
more turnovers. 


The Buckeyes struggled at times 
last year to contain kick returners but should 
improve with more athletic cover units and the 
return of kickoff specialist Aaron Pettrey, who 
was hurt for much of 2007. Also, punter A.J. 
Trapasso is an All-Big Ten-caliber performer 
who is especially savvy at placing kicks inside 
the 20-yard line. Ryan Pretorius is accurate but 
needs to get more lift on his placements. 


Everything is in place for 
Ohio State to again be among the very elite 
teams in the country. The Buckeyes have nine 
returning starters on both sides of the ball, and 
some of them are All-Americans in waiting. 
They also have a head coach in Jim Tressel who 
knows how to maneuver through the potential 
pitfalls of the regular season and has a Division 
LA national championship to his credit. 

The defense should again be among the very 
best in the nation but may miss the outside 
pressure provided by Vernon Gholston. The 
offense needs to sustain more drives and avoid 
the costly turnover. Wells had fumbling issues 
early in his career, and Boeckman tossed 14 
interceptions last season. 

A sizzling season should lead to a 
championship game appearance in Miami. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 S (18-2, 7-1) 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30 Youngstownstatew | S. 1 Youngstown Stat w 38-6 | Per Game Rank 
5. 6 Ohio w|S. 8 Akron 20-2 314 909 rr 
$.13 at USC + | S. 15. atWashington We as 1969 ypa B 
5. 20 Troy w| S. 22 Northwestern W 58-7 1968 ypa % 
S. 27 Minnesota w | S. 29 atMinnesota W 30-7 393.7 ypg 62 
0. 4 at Wisconsin x | 0. 6 at Purdue Me 25-7. Per Game Rank 
0.11 Purdue w | 0. 3 Kent State Ww 4-3 128 ppg 1 
0. 18 atMichigan State w | 9- 20 Michigan State W 24-17 82.9 ypa 3 
0. 25 Penn State | Maa A SN a Sad 1502 ypg 1 
N. 8 at Northwestern — w | N- 3 Wisconsin RS 233.0 ypg 1 

sul N. 10 Tlinois 28-21 

N.15-at illinois 1 a7 atwichin W143 | ELE 
N. 22. Michigan Whe rata c sean 2B 76 


Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor Lindicates@ projected win or fs 


#BCS Championship 


CES (9) 

‘80 Brian Robiskie (Sr) 12 Dane Sanzenbacher (So.) 
re 9 Brian Hartline (Jr) 4 Ray Small (dr) 
LT 75 Alex Boone (Sr) 73 Josh Kerr (So.) 


LG _71 Steve Rehring (Sr) 

C 64 Jim Cordle (Jt) 

RG 63 Ben Person (Sr) 

RT 70 Bryant Browning (So) 
TE 88 Rory Nicol (Sr) 

QB 17 Todd Boeckman (Sr) 
FB 49 Ryan Lukens (St) 

RB 28 Chris Wells (Jt) 


DEFENSE (9) 

DE _87 Lawrence Wilson (Jr) 
DT 92 Todd Denlinger (dt) 

DT 84 Doug Worthington (Je) 
DE 97 Cameron Heyward (So.) 
OLB 1 Marcus Freeman (St) 
MLB_33 James Laurinaitis (St) 
OLB 55 Curtis Terry (St) 

CB 2 Malcolm Jenkins (Sr) 
CB 20 Donald Washington (dr) 
SS__4 Kurt Coleman (Jr) 

FS _21 Anderson Russell (Jr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 85 Ryan Pretorius (Sr) 
P 15 Ad-Trapasso (St) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Todd Boeckman, 299-191-2,379-14, 251s 
Rushing: Chris Wells, 274 car, 1,609 yds.,151Ds 
Receiving: Brian Robiskie, 55 rec., 935 yds., 11 TDs 
Tackles: James Laurinatis, 121, 51 solo 

Sacks: James Laurinatis, 5 

Interceptions: Malcolm Jenkins, 4 for 53 yds. 


67 Ke Mitchum (Sr) 
66 Andrew Moses (Jr) 
77 Connor Smith (So) 
76 4.8. Shugarts (Fr 
‘86 Jake Ballard (dr) 
7 Antonio Henton (S0.) 
55 Curtis Terry (Sr) 
34 Maurice Wells (Sr) 


‘90 Thaddeus Gibson (So.) 

72. Dexter Larimore (S0.) 

93 Nader Abdallah (Sr) 
9 Robert Rose (Jt) 

51 Ross Homan (So.) 

238 Austin Spitler (lr) 

26 Tyler Moeller (So.) 

13 Andre Amos (ir) 
5 Chimdi Chekwa (So.) 
3 Jamario O'Neal (St) 
8 Aaron Gant (ir) 


KR 3 Brandon Saine (So.) 
PR 9 Brian Hartline (ir) 


Tis aT on Spor 


(C0) tnicates namberof return starters © BOLD inicate euing starters 
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WHEN IT COMES 10 PAINTING, 


— 


A great paint job starts with Zinsser. 
Just one coat of Bulls Eye 1-2-3” Primer hides dark 
colors, blocks stains and seals the surface so you 
start painting with a fresh canvas. You'll get truer 
colors and a more even sheen. And, the pros know 
that one coat of tinted Bulls Eye 1-2-3 and one coat 
of paint will look better — and last longer — than 
two coats of paint. It's no wonder it’s the primer they 


prefer 2 to 1 over other brands. To paint like a pro, 


prime like a pro. Use Zinsser first. Visit zinsser.com. 


PREPARE FOR GREATNESS: 


QUAUTY SINCE 1849 


£2008 ZINSSER Co, INC Rpm 
173 BELMONT DRIVE, SOMERSET, NJ 08875 A Corea 


~ 
NORMAN OKLA. OKLAHOMA MEMORIAL SIAL 


OFFENSE Oklahoma entered the 2007 season 
unsure of what it had at quarterback. Safe to 
say the Sooners are sure now. Sam Bradford 
emerged from a three-man competition to 
produce one of the greatest freshman seasons 
in NCAA history. Behind a veteran and 
talented offensive line and armed with proven 
weapons across the board, Bradford seems 
poised to lead the Sooners toward another Big 
12 title and perhaps more. Bradford led the 
nation in passing efficiency and set the NCAA 
freshman record with 36 touchdown passes a 
year ago. Now what? The natural assumption 
is that Bradford will be even better in his 
second season. While it’s not always that 
simple, the sophomore’s demeanor and 
confidence and quest for perfection suggest 
that a sophomore slump shouldn't be an issue. 
And it’s not like he doesn’t have help. 

OU’s offensive line, built around top pro 
prospects Duke Robinson and Phil Loadhole 
and returning every starter, rates among the 


nation’s best. 
6 4 


The Sooners also return veteran receivers 
Juaquin Iglesias and Manuel Johnson and a 
tight end on the verge of a major breakout in 
Jermaine Gresham. 

Running backs DeMarco Murray and Chris 
Brown combined for 1,375 yards and 22 
touchdowns playing behind departed senior 
Allen Patrick, Murray, just a sophomore, is a 
speedy and elusive runner with star potential. 


Oklahoma averaged 6.4 yards per 
play on offense last season, the 
most since 1987 when the Sooners 
Jed the nation in rushing, scoring 
and total offense. 


DEFENSE The Sooners will lean on a 
potentially dominant front four to control the 
line of scrimmage while an in-transition back 
seven shakes out. Tackles Gerald McCoy and 
DeMarcus Granger team with ends Auston 
English and Jeremy Beal to form an imposing 


front that is equally effective against the run 
and the pass. 

Behind them, there's talent, yet question 
marks due to inexperience. Safeties Nic Harris 
and Lendy Holmes are all-star candidates who 
offer some stability in the secondary. But both 
comnerbacks will be new, with the spots likely 
filled by sophomore Dominique Franks and 
litele-used junior Brian Jackson. Each played 
well enough in the spring to ease some concern. 

‘A major overhaul takes place at linebacker, 
where Curtis Lofton jumped to the NFL after 
recording 157 tackles. Ryan Reynolds is the 
lone player with experience, and his career has 
been hampered by injuries. The fate of the unit 
could rest on the rapid development of 
incoming junior college transfers J.R. Bryant 
and Mike Balogun and redshirt freshmen 
Travis Lewis and Austin Box. 


SPECIALISTS OU led the nation in kickoff 
returns a year ago and returns its top options 
— Iglesias and Murray. Mike Knall is one of 
the Big 12s best punters, in terms of both 
yardage and hang time, but the Sooners must 
find someone to handle the kicking duties. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Oklahoma’ 11-3 finish in 
2007 featured a Big 12 championship, its 
conference-high fifth since the inception of the 
league. Still, the team and its fans crave 
something more: an eighth national 
championship. The Sooners should be in the 
conversation if the offense picks up where it 
lef off and the defense doesn’t reveal too much 
of its youth and inexperience. The schedule 
offers few potential roadblocks, 

Bradford should thrive in Year 2, flanked by 
playmakers all around. But lingering 
uncertainty at linebacker and in the secondary 
at the close of spring left the Sooners with 
much work to do in August. If the defense is 
slow to come around, the Sooners could slip in 
the Big 12 South. If the defense arrives on 
time, OU could play for No. 8 in ’09. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (11-3, 6-2) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
‘A. 30 Chattanooga W |S. 1 North Texas Ww 79-10 | (Rs Per Game Rank 
S. 6 Cincinnati Ws. 8 Miami W 51-13 | ‘Scoring 423 ppg 5 
S. 1B. at Washington w |S. 15 Utah State W 543 | pushing 1907 ypg 30 
8. 7 TCU Wal (Seba Tulsa We 62-21 | passing 258.2 ypg 36 
© 4 at Baylor w |S. 29 atColorado L224 | so ras Hf 
O11 #Texas + |. 6 wTexas W = 28-21 
0. 18 Kansas w 0. 13 Missouri W 41-31 Darenes! Per Game Rank 
0. 25 atKansas State w | 0- 20 atlowaState © W 17-7 | Scoring 203 ppg rt) 
oat Mena w | Ne 3 Texas AaM W 42-14 | Rushing 1103 ypg v 
No cessttace aah w | N20. Baylor W 52-21 | Passing 228.1 ypg 59 
: N. 17 atTexasTech =k. 34-27 | Total 3384 ypg % 
N, 22 Texas Tech w 
N. 24 Oklahoma State W 49-17 
N. 29 at Oklahoma State Ww D1 at Missouri W 38-17 TO Margin Per Game Rank 
# Dallas, 1X J. 2 #West Virginia = L 48-28 | *8 a % 
Games in bold represent sin ames 
Wor indetes a orjced vitor ss #Fiesta Bow! 


HEAD COACH: 808 SIO 


RECORD AT SCHOOL: 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: KEVIN 


54 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 6: 


THE QUOTE 
The games they lost last y 
bit bored, it looked like. When they plai 
Virginia, it looked like they didn’t have any juice. 
When those guys want to play, they're sc 
— An opposing 


OFFENSE (8) 

9 Juaquin Iglesias (Sr) 
WR 1 Manuel Johnson (Sr) 
WR 84 Quentin Chaney (Sr) 

LT 79 Phil Loadhott (St) 

LG 72 Duke Robinson (Sr) 

C 50 Jon Cooper (Sr) 

RG 73 Brandon Walker (Sr) 
RT 76 Branndon Braxton (Sr) 
TE 18 Jermaine Gresham (Jr) 
8 
RB 


8 Brandon Caleb (Jt) 
85 Ryan Broyes (Fr) 
10 Tyler Stradford (Fr) 
70 Cory Brandon (So) 

59 Donald Stephenson (Fr) 
54 Jason Hannan (Fr) 

74 Brian Simmons (Jr) 
7A Trent Williams (de) 

83 Brody Eldridge (It) 
15 Joey Hatze (Sr) 

29 Chris Brovin (Jc) 


14 Sam Bradford (So.) 
7 DeMarco Murray (So.) 


DEFENSE (6) 

DE 33 Auston English (Jr) 
DT 96 DeMarcus Granger (Jr) 
DT 93 Gerald McCoy (S0.) 
DE 44 Jeremy Beal (S0,) 
WLB 28 Travis Lewis (Fr) 

MLB 8 Ryan Reynolds (Jt) 
SLB 22 Keenan Clayton (Jr) 
CB 2 Brian Jackson (Jr) 

CB 15 Dominique Franks (So.) 
SS 5 Nic Harris (Sr) 

FS 11 Lendy Holmes (Sr.) 
‘SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 17 Jimmy Stevens (Fr) 
P 13 Mike Krall (Se) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Sam Bradford, 341-237-3,121-8, 36 TDs. 
Rushing: DeMarco Murray, 127 car, 764 yds, 13 TDs 
Receiving: Juaquin Tolesias, 68 rec., 907 yds., STDS 
Tackles: Nic Harri, 74, 50 solo 
Sacks: Auston English, 9.5 
Interceptions: Lendy Holmes, 3 
(nests uber f ring states» BOLD nates reting tarts 


98 John Williams (Sr) 
86 Adrian Taylor (So.) 
97 Cory Bennett (St) 
84 Frank Alexander (Ft) 
12 Austin Box (Ft) 
Mike Balogun (Jr) 

30 JR. Bryant (Jr) 
32 Jamell Fleming (Fr) 

3 Jonathan Nelson (S0.) 
27 Sam Proctor (Fr) 

6 David Sims (Jr) 


KR 9 duaquin Iglesias (Sx) 
PR 1 Manuel Johnson (Sr) 
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WIC PRO TOURNAMENT - DOTHAN BARBER MOTORSPORTS PARK > LEEDS 


ALABAMA SPORTS HALL OF FAME BIRMINGHAM 


You could travel the globe and not find more sports opportunities than we have right here in 


ama. That’s why we're devoting an entire year to sports of all kinds, Racing at the Talladega 
Superspeedway, football in Auburn and Tuscaloosa, golf along the Robert Trent Jones Golf 


Trail. We've got it all. So if you've got a passion for sports, then 2008 is going to be a year to 


remember, Get schedules, see video clips, get information about sports events and destinations, 


and register to win the ULTIMATE ALABAMA SPORTS SWEEPSTAKES ac WWW.yearofalabamasports.com. 


OFFENSE The recent quarterback legacy at 
USC is a rich one. And now it is Mark 
Sanchez’s turn to start at the position made so 
glamorous by his predecessors, Carson Palmer, 
Matt Leinart and John David Booty. 

‘A former national prep Player of the Year 
Sanchez won the job in the spring over much- 
hyped Arkansas transfer Mitch Mustain. But 
while waiting his turn for the Trojans, Sanchez, 
a junior, has made only three starts and must 
take over a team that has to be ready to play 
Ohio State on Sept. 13. 

Coach Pete Carroll’s plan is for the Trojans 
to take some of the heat off the quarterback by 
getting the ball to a collection of potential 
game-breaking _ tailbacks including 
returning leading rusher Stafon Johnson, 
dynamic star sophomore Joe McKnight and 
experienced junior C.J. Gable. 

Fullback Stanley Havili, who proved both a 
capable blocker and receiver a year ago, should 
also help the Trojans’ ground game. 


‘The wide receivers need to improve from a 
year ago. Vidal Hazelton and Patrick Turner 
are returning starters. But the most exciting 
pass-catchers could be swift Ronald Johnson 
and fluid Damian Williams, another Arkansas 
transfer. Anthony McCoy will attempt to fill 
the large vacancy left by All-America tight end 
Fred Davis. 

‘The offensive line returns only one starter, 
All-America candidate Jeff Byers at left guard. 
But Kristofer O'Dowd played remarkably well 
filling in for injured Matt Spanos at center last 
year, and young, aspiring blockers like Butch 
Lewis, Charles Brown and Zack Heberer also 
managed to see extensive playing time because 
of injuries. 


USC’s three returning tailbacks 
averaged 6.6 yards per carry last 
season. Stafon Johnson, Joe 
Meknight and C.J. Gable combined 
to rush for 1,356 yards in 2007. 


DEFENSE This is Carroll’s specialty, and it 
should be another outstanding group, with 
speed and athleticism on every level. 

Middle linebacker Rey Maualuga is an All- 
America candidate, and strong-side backer 
Brian Cushing is a former Rose Bowl MVP. 
They will lead a linebacker corps that should 
be as good as any in America. 

Carroll thinks the secondary has a chance to 
be among the best he’s coached, led by 
dominant free safety Taylor Mays (6'4”, 225), 
a returning All-American, and strong safety 
Kevin Ellison, an All-Pac-10 pick a year ago. 

The biggest hole was lefe by Sedrick Ellis, 
the Pac-10 Defensive Player of the Year at 
nosetackle. It will be up to Christian Tapou 
and Averell Spicer to take over, with Fili Moala 
at the other tackle. Everson Griffen, a 
freshman All-American, and Kyle Moore will 
be the pass-rushing ends. 


SPECIALISTS Both punter Greg Woidneck 
and placekicker David Buehler return after 
solid seasons. The return teams, led by 
McKnight, Gable and Ronald Johnson, should 
be excellent. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Trojans have won 11 
games and made it to a BCS bowl for six 
consecutive seasons, and this year's remarkably 
athletic team should have a decent chance of 
making it seven in a row. 

Much will depend on Sanchez, the junior 
signal-caller with the strongest arm USC has 
had since Palmer was throwing bullets for the 
‘Trojans. He's a mobile and fiery leader, but the 
coaches would prefer him to concentrate on 
making the right decisions, instead of always 
looking for the big play. 

USC schedule is easier than it was a year 
ago, with most of the tough games at home. If 
they can get by the carly season showdown 
with Ohio State, look for the Trojans ro once 
again challenge for a No. | ranking and a spot 
in the BCS National Championship Game. 


A, 30. at Virginia ws. 1 Idaho w 
5.13. Ohio State * |S. 15 atNebraska w 
S. 25 atOregon State  W | S. 22 Washington State W 
0. 4 Oregon * |S. 29 atWashington — W 
0. 11 Arizona State * | 0. 6 Stanford L 
0. 18 at Washington State w | 0. 13 Arizona w 
0. 25 at Arizona w | 0. 20 atNotreDame = W 
N. 1 Washington w | 9. 27 at Oregon L 
N. 8 California w |". 3 Oregon State = W 
N. 15. at Stanford w |" 10 atCaiforia = W 
N29) Notre Dame w | N22 at Arizona State W 
D. 6 atUCA i) eae My, 
Games in bold represent swing games eps w 
Wr nbcaes 9 projected win os #Rose Bowl 


HEAD COACH: 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATO! 


ie conference, 
tough to 


WR 1 Patrick Turner (Sr) 9 David Ausberry (So) 
wR 18 Damian Wiliams (S0,) 
IT 71 Charles Brown (ir) __68 Butch Lewis ($0, 

UG 53 deff Byers (62) (65 Matt Meyer (Ft) 

€ 61 Kristofer O'Dowd (60) 67 Michael Reardon (Fr) 
RG 74 Zack Heberer (S0,) 77 Thomas Herring (dt) 
RT 56 Alex Parsons (Jr) 76 Nick Howell (Jc) 

TE 6 Anthony McCoy (Jt) 40 Rhett Elison (Fr) 

QB 6 Mark Sanchez (de) 16 Mitch Mustain So.) 
FB 31 Stanley Havili(So.) 45 Adam Goodman (Jr) 
RB 13 Stafon dohnson (Jt) 4. doe Micknight(S0.) 


47 Clay Matthews (Sr) 

90 Derek Simmons (S0.) 
‘99 Averell Spicer (Uc) 

81 Gerald Washington (St) 
117 Michael Morgan (S0,) 
54 Chris Galippo (Fr) 

52 Luthur Brown (Jt) 


NT 44 Christian Tupou (So.) 
DE 84 Kyle Moore (Sr. 
‘SLB_ 10 Brian Cushing (Sr) 
MLB 58 Rey Maualuga (Sr.) 
‘WLB 43 Kaluka Maiava (Sc) 


CB 7 Cary Harris (St) 36 dosh Pinkard (St) 
CB 24 Shareece Wright (Jr) 15 Kevin Thomas (Jr) 
SS _ 4 Kevin Ellison (Sr) 26 Will Harris (dc) 

FS 2 Taylor Mays (Jr) 27 Marshall Jones (So.) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 18 David Buehler (Sr) 
P44 Greg Woidneck (St) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Mark Sanchez, 114-69-695-5, 7TDs 
Rushing: Stafon Johnson, 98 car, 673 yds., STDs 
Receiving: Vidal Hazelton, 50 rec., 540 yds., 41Ds 
Tackles: Rey Maualuga, 79, 41 solo 
‘Sacks: Rey Maualuga, 6 
Interceptions: Kyle Moore, 2for 38 yds. 
(ates mamber of reuenng starters + BOLD indeats retin tres 


KR 8 Ronald Johnson (S0.) 
PR 4 Joe McKnight (So.) 


Sin Graakan 
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rehéves Pain 
So You Can Sleep 


ARTE & MUSCLE RELIEF — ARTHRITIS & MUSCLE REUEF 
NEW! 
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minor ae sand pain: ©2008 Chattem, Inc 


OFFENSE For years, the term 24/7 has 
represented a full-time commitment — 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. In 2008, 
Georgia is hoping ir’s the way to the 
Championship and maybe more. 


The 
Bulldogs’ offense and their whole team will go 


1s No. 24 (tailback Knowshon Moreno) 
nd No. 7 (quarterback Matthew Stafford) 
them 

afford has modest 


reer numbers (54.5 
percent completion percentage, 4,272 yards, 
26 touchdowns and 23 interceptions in two 
) but not modest talent. Georgia's coack 
= constantly wowed by his ability they 
offseason on Stafford’s 


rushed for 1,334 
F by a freshman in 
schoo] history — finished last year second in 
the SEC in rushing and has proven enough to 
his coaches that he was held out of more than 
half the live action in spring practice. 

‘The only question mark is a patchwork 
offensive line that will have new faces at four 
of the positions, but there’s enough talent ac 
other spots to overcome those growing pains. 


791 


doesn't feature 


Mark Richt’s 791. winning 
percentage is the fourth-best 
among active coaches, 
trailing Pete Carroll (844), 
Bob Stoops (.815) and Urban 
Meyer (814). 


DEFENSE Georgia’ defen 
ton of star power, but it could be the best 
group in the SEC, The line’s strength is depth. 
Tt wouldn't be surprising to see the Bulldogs 
regularly rotate six ends and five tackles. The 
best of the bunch is Geno Atkins, a junior 
Kcle who at times last year was unblockable. 
Ac end, Georgia is high on redshirt freshman 
reserve Justin Houston, a converted linebacker. 

Georgia spent most of the spring working 
on its nickel package, which doesn't u 


strong-side linebacker, so when the Bulldogs 
talk about their starting linebackers, they mean 
middle linebacker Dannell Ellerbe and we 
side linebacker Rennie Cul 
watching those guys play sid 
Mark Richt says. “They may not be the biggest 
tandem in America, but they are very active. 
They understand the game. They are strong 
enough to take on blocks and run through 
them, and they are quick enough if they see a 
crease to be able to run through and get it.” 
econdary is solid and led by sm 
(5'10", 198 pounds) but tough cornerb 
Asher Allen. 


by-side,” co: 


SPECIALISTS Geor, 
trying to find a ph 
Coutu, Incoming freshman Blair Walsh is the 
odds-on favorite, but the Bulldogs are bringing 
in several walk-ons to compete, Georgia 
solid punter in Brian Mimbs. 


icker to repla 


FINAL ANALYSIS 


specifically on 


Georgia has 
offense with Stafford and 
Moreno. Georgia has depth, particularly on 
what could be a punishing defensive line. 
Georgia has momentum, having won its last 
seven games of 2007. And Georgia has plenty 
of expectations of the highest kind. Richt, 
however, doesn't necessarily believe the hype. 
“One of the t going to be 
ranked high, sup ' se of what 
team did,” Richt i 
. Those leaders are gone. 
is gone. You have to start over, You've got to 
carn the right to be considered a great football 
team.” 
rhe Bulldogs might be a great football 
am, but the schedule is brutal, with road 
ps to South Carolina, LSU and Auburn, 
along with the showdown with Florida in 
Jacksonville. ‘The chances of Georgia going 
undefeated are slim, but with this schedule, 
they might be able to lose a game (or even two) 
and still play for the national title. 


e 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (11-2, 6-2) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30 Georgia Southern W |S. 1 Oklahoma State W 35-14 | FORE Per Game Rank 
$. 6 Central Michigan © W|S. 8 SouthCarolina 1 16-12 | Scoring 32.6 ppg 7) 
$. 13 at South Carolina W.| S. 15 Western Carolina W 45-16 | Rushing 17.2999 ey 
S. 20 atArizonaState * |S. 22 at Alabama W (ot) 26-23 | passing 198.4 ypg 8 
S. 27 Alabama Ws. 29 Ole Miss Wo 45-17 | Tota 375.6 yg ma 
0.11 Tennessee * | 0, 6 atTennessee 35-14 | pray OG 
0. 18 Vanderbilt W | 0. 13 atVanderbitt = w= 20-17 |/EErE aN mh 
0.25 at LSU * | 0. 27 Florida W 42-30 | ashing ane i 
Neon * | N. 3 Troy Wi S34 seit 2133 ie 36 
N. 8 at Kentucky W } Ni. 10 Auburn Wi) ©45-00\| aT we apps i 
N.15_at Auburn * | N17 Kentucky Ww 2a | Oh ued 
NN. 29 Georgia Tech, W|N. 24 atGeorgiaTech w 31-17 | MUMIEEIny pak came: Rain 
omctinile | 1 dient Wan | Gee 
Wort indcatenprofted aor as *#Sugar Bowl 


HEAD COACH: MA) 


(OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mik 


IT RECORD AT SCHOOL: 72-19. 


THE QUOTE 


“To me if you're thinking you are a preseason No. 


1, you need to bi ked at every position. I just 
don’t see us there yet. We've got offensive line 
issues. We don’t even know who our kicker is.” 

k Richt 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 88 Kenneth Harris (Sr) 16 Kris Durham (Jr) 
WR 1 Mohamed Massaquoi (Sr) 82 Michael Moore (Jr) 
LT 77 Trinton Sturdivant (So.) 78 Josh Davis (So.) 

LG 72 Vince Vance (Jt) 54 Tanner Strickland (Fr) 
C 63 Chris Davis (So.) 61 Ben Jones (Fr) 

RG 60 Clint Boling (So.) 79 sstin Anderson (Ft) 
RT 75 Kiante Tripp (S0.) 61 John Potts (Fr) 

TE 86 Tripp Chandler (Sr) __89 Bruce Figgins (S0,) 
QB 7 Matthew Stafford (Jr) 14 Joe Cox (Je) 

FB 36 Brannan Southerland (St.) 49 Shaun Chapas (So.) 
RB 24 Knowshon Moreno (So.) 4 Caleb King (Fr) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 41 Roderick Battle (Jr) 
DT 95 Jeff Owens (Sr) 
DT 56 Geno Atkins (Jt) 
DE 55 Jeremy Lomax (Sr) 
SLB 51 Akeem Dent (S0.) 
MLB 33 Dannell Ellerbe (Sr) 
WLB 35 Rennie Curran (S0,) 
CB 2 Asher Allen (Jt) 
CB 23 Prince Miller (Jn) 
SS 5 CJ Byrd (Sr) 

FS 9 Reshad Jones (S0.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K Blair Walsh (Fr) 
P32 Brian Mimbs (St) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Matthew Stafford, 348-194-2,523-10, 19 TDs 

Rushing: Knovishon Moreno, 248 car. 1,334 yds. 14 TDs 
¢ Mohamed Massaquol, 32 rec., 491 yds., 41Ds 

Tackles: DannellEllerbe, 93, 63 solo 

Sacks: Geno Atkins, 7.5, 

Interceptions: Asher Allen, 3 for 4 yds. 


99 Jarius Wynn (Sr) 
90 Corvey Irvin (Sr) 

91 Kade Weston (ir) 

42. dustin Houston (Fr) 
52 Darius Dewberry (Jr) 
50 Darryl Gamble (So) 

37. Akeem Hebron (S0,) 

U1 Ramareus Brown (St) 
3 Bryan Evans (it) 

31 Quintin Banks (S0.) 

32 John Knox (Fr) 


KR 2 Asher Allen (Jr) 
PR 2 Asher Allen (Je) 


()lndcates number of retursing starters + BOLD ndeates returning starters 
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Peidsoa siiiscndd LE 

ad }) Finally, there’s a better way to heat your 

ba f | water, an appliance that will save you 

| |4) up to 30 - 50 percent on your energy bill —___ 
| | while eliminating running out of hot water 

| ever again! 


| These benefits and more are made possible 


by the innovative technology of the Rinnai 


| Fankless water heater. Its highly efficient 
SC 
As compact design heats water only 


hen needed at a constant temperature, 
t Fy satisfying the demands of multiple fixtures 
simultaneously throughout your home. 


” ‘ Get in the Game and Find Out Why Rinnai is 
THE HOT WAY TO HEAT WATER.™ 


4 Rinnai. 


TANKLESS WATER HEATERS 


1-866-RINNAI-1 


www.rinnai.us 
www.forever' o'water.com 


ouri’s national title hopes 
and end with the accurate right arm and 
r generalship of Chase Daniel. The 6'0" 
senior passed for 4,306 yards and 33 
touchdowns to finish fourth in the final 
Heisman Trophy voting. 

Replacing the back-to-back 1,000-yard 
production of the graduated Tony Temple 
could fall to a trio of tailbacks, with senior 
Jimmy Jackson and sophomore Derrick 
Washington likely getting a majority of the 
ries. Washingron showed flashes of big-play 
potential playing in 12 games as a true 
freshman, while Jackson has rushed for 636 
yards and 10 TDs in 38 college gam 

Six of the team’s top eight pass-carchers 
return, including Jeremy Maclin. The All- 
American set an NCAA 
freshman record for all-purpos 
which included 1,055 receiving yards and nine 
touchdowns. Danario Alexander and Tommy 
Saunders return with starting experience at 
receiver, Saunders, a former w 
son with a string of 27 


« 


single-season 
ards (2,776), 


Ik-on, enters 


‘oftman finally has the position all ro 
and could end up breaking Rucker's 
school record for career receptions. 


The Tigets scored at least 36 
points in their 12 wins last 
year and scored at least 40 
eight times. 


‘Three starte 
but owo four: 
have g ! 
Gregory will again anchor the right side of the 
line at tackle and guard, respectively. 


uated. 


Nine starters return from a unit 
thar gradually got better during Big 12 pl 
Senior ends Stryker Sulak and ‘Tommy Chavis 
return on the line after combining for 10.5 


sacks and 18 tackles for a loss. Senior tackle 
Ziggy Hood enters his fourth season as a key 
contributor on the line. 

Sean Weatherspoon’s first season as a 
starting linebacker couldn't have gone much 
better. He led the Tigers with 130 tackles and 
was named All-Big 12. Senior middle 
linebacker Brock Christopher is entering his 
third season as a starter after making a career- 
high 106 stops. 

All-America free safety William Moore 
missed all of spring drills recovering from 
shoulder surgery, but he’s expected to be 
healthy and back to his playmaking self in the 
fall. The senior, who considered entering the 
NFL Draft a y tied for the national 
lead with cight interceptions. Four other 
ers return with starting experience 


r early 


n the 
secondary — including cornerback Carl 
Gettis, who started 10 games as a true 
freshman. 


Senior kicker Jeff Wolfert, who 
gave up a diving scholarship two years ago to 
walk-on to the football team, has made 151- 
of-157 kicks (extra points and field goals 
combined) in his career and has made his last 
64 kicks. A replacement at punter for thre 
starter Adam Crossett is needed, but the 
return game should be in good hands with 
Maclin coming off an All-America campaign 
in which he returned three kicks (two punts 
and a kickoff) for touchdowns. 


Considering all of the 
returning on offense and the 
nced starters back on del 


explosiv 
wealth of 


ly seem within 
stumbling blocks on the 


annual neutral-site iv: 


y games against 
Illinois and Kansas and an October trip to 
Texas. An injury to one or two key pla 

rs to be the only thing that could derail 
the Tige 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (11-2, 7-1) 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A, 30 #lllinois * |S. 1 at linois W 40-34 es Per Game Rank 
S. 6 Southeast Missouri W |S. 8 at Ole Miss W. 38-25 | “Scoring 39.9 ppg 8 
S. 13 Nevada W | S. 15 Western Michigan W 52-24 | puching 1762yp9 38 
S. 20 Buffalo W |S. 22 Minois State = W. 38-17 | paccin 341 ry 
0. 4 at Nebraska W | 0. 6 Nebraska W 41-6 : ss 
0. 11 Oklahoma State © W | 0, 13 at Oklahoma ovat 3h [eos 4X3 ¥p9 a 
0.18 at Texas * | 0. 20 Texas Tech w 4-0 Bere Per Game Rank 
0. 25 Colorado W | 0. 27 Iowa State W 42-28 | Scoring 23.3 ppg 7 
N. 1 at Baylor WN. 3 at Colorado W 55-10 | Rushing 122.1 ypg 5 
N. 8 Kansas State W | N. 10 Texas A&M W 40-26 | Passing 2569 ypg % 
Nelo Rotlowaisiase WN 17 atKansas State © W 49-32 | Total 378.9 yog 59 
N29 sekaisas N. 24 at Kansas W 36-28 , 
#St. Louis, MO TO Margin Per Game Rank 
piece D. 1 Oklahoma L 3e7 |e = 7 
h J. 1 #Arkansas W 38-7 : 


in bold represent swing games 
indicates 3 projected win or loss 


#Cotton Bowl 


OFFENSE (6) 

WR 81 Danario Alexander (Jr) 
WR — 9 Jeremy Mactin (So.) 
WR 84 Tommy Saunders (St) 
{T 68 Dain Wise (dr) 

LG 76 Ryan Madison (Sr) 

C 62 Tim Barnes (So.) 

RG 78 Kurtis Gregory (Jn) 
RT 61 Colin Brown (Sr) 
TE 
08 


4 dared Perty (Je) 
2 LatRoderickThomas ($0) 
7 Earl Goldsmith (Sr) 
72 Elvis Fisher (Ft) 
71 Jayson Palmgren (Ft) 
67 JJ. Beasley (Fr) 
66 Austin Wuebbels (Ft) 
65 Mike Prince (S0.) 
43 Jon Gissinger (Je) 
14 Chase Patton (Sr) 
1 Jimmy Jackson (St) 


45 Chase Coffman (St) 
10 Chase Daniel (Sr) 
RB 24 Derrick Washington (So.) 


DEFENSE (9) 

DE 48 Tommy Chavis (Sr.) 
DT 94 Ziggy Hood (Sr) 

DT 96 Jaron Baston (Jr) 

DE _ 38 Stryker Sulak (St) 
WLB 12 Sean Weatherspoon (Jr) 
‘MLB 34 Brock Christopher (Sr.) 
SLB 18 Steve Redmond (Sr) 
B21 Castine Bridges (Sr) 
CB 19 Carl Gettis (So.) 

FS 1 William Moore (Sr) 
SS 8 dustin Garrett (Sr.) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 99 deff Wolfert (Sr) 
P91 Tanner Mills (dt) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Chase Daniel, 563-384-4,306-11, 33 TDs 
Rushing: Jeremy Maclin, 51 car, 375 yds., 47s 
Receiving: Jeremy Maclin, 80 rec. 1,055 yds., 9TDs 
Tackles: Sean Weatherspoon, 130, 77 solo 
Sacks: Stryker Sulak, 6 
Interceptions: William Moore, 8 for 61 yds. 
(9 lndicates namberof returning starters » BOLD indicates etuing tarers 


49 Michael Keck (Ft) 
53 Terrell Resonno (Fr) 
92 Andy Maples (Ut) 
39 Tyler Crane (S0.) 

6 Andrew Gachkar (So.) 
33 Luke Lambert (S0.) 

5 Van Alexander (St) 
11 Tremane Vaughns (Sr) 
20 Kevin Rutland (So, 
10 Gilbert Moye (Ft) 

15 Del Howard (de) 


KR 9 Jeremy Maclin (So.) 
PR 9 Jeremy Maclin (So) 
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www.sylvania.com 


Not to mention a decorating problem. 


The SYLVANIA Micro Mini CFL. It uses 75% less energy, saves $112 in energy costs and lasts 11 years. 
Plus, it gives off the soft light you love for the way you live. 


‘SYLVAMIA 
Sol White 


‘SEE THE WORLD IN A NEW LIGHT 
SUSTAINED EXCELLENCE 


OFFENSE Former West Virginia coach Rich 
Rodriguez took most of his assistants to 
Michigan. Offensive standouts like tailback 
Steve Slaton, slot man Darius Reynaud and 
fullback Owen Schmitt have also moved on. 
Yet the Mountaineer o thar lit up 
Oklahoma in the Fiesta Bowl is still loaded. 
Returning for new head coach Bill Stewart is 
Heisman ‘Trophy candidate Pat White and 
blue-chip tailback Noel Devine, two of college 
football’s fastest men, along with the entire 
offensive lin 

“We have a bunch of skill here,” Stewart 
We have a bunch of guys who can make 
No. 5 (White) and 


says. 
play 


We just have to ke 
No. 7 (Devine) healthy. We have to.” 
White is a two-time Big East Offensive 


Player of the Year, and there's no proven talent 
behind Devine. In front of the pair, however, 
there's plenty, All-America left tackle Ryan 
Stanchek returns to lead an offensive line that 
pushed for two 1,000-yard rushers and an 
average output of 297.2 rushing yards per 
game, third-best nationally. The concern is the 
receiving corps. 


West Virginia has a .742 winning 


percentage away from home 
a 7 th 2 


the last five seasons, The 
‘only schools with better 
percentages are USC, LSU, 
Boise State and Georgia. 
DEFENSE Coordinator Jeff Casteel_ must 
replace anchors Ryan Mundy, Eric Wicks, 
Xeilen Dykes and Johnny Dingle from an odd- 
k defense that was surprisingly good last 
eason. 
Stewart, though, say 
fast as we've ever been. 
Middle linebacker Reed Williams returns 
after leading the les last. season 
with 107. Mortty Ivy, the team’s second- 
leading tackler last season, is also back on the 


ys this year’s unit is “as 


‘am in 


Defensive line coach Bill Kirelawich has 
some work ahead of him. Chris Neild has been 
put in a “pressure cooker” by Kirelawich and 
Stewart to take over at nosetackle. At end, 
watch out for four-star recruit Tevita Finau, 
who transferred from Phoenix iz.) College. 

The Mountaineer secondary has size and 
speed, but the talent level is questionable. 
Quinton Andrews has the most experience (51 
tackles last season), but proved undisciplined 
at times on and off the field last year. 


SPECIALISTS Pac McAfee will continue to be 
the man in regard ro WVU's special teams, He 
handles the team’s kickoff, punt, field goal and 
extra point duties and was a Lou Groza Award 
semifinalist last season. 

“I think he has the strongest leg in the 
country,” Stewart says. 

McAfee has his holder and snapper back in 
Jeremy Kash and Adam Hughe 

Devine may return kickoffs, depending 
upon the depth at tailback, along with 
Sanders. Ellis Lankster could be the team’s 
pune returner. 


FINAL ANALYSIS It’s a pivotal season in 
Morgantown with Stewart taking over for the 
fiery Rodriguez. If WVU's players respond 
well to the change, the program should 
continue to have success. It’s yet to be seen 
how the players respond not only to Stewart, 
but also to the position coaches 

The schedule is a bie tougher, with an away 
game at Colorado and a home game against 
Auburn, but the talent is there for the 
Mountaineers to make another national title 
run. 

There are defensive holes to fill, but even 
with those WVU may be able to simply 
outscore its opponents as it did earli 
Rodriguez era. If White and Dev ) 
healthy, Stewart should have a Top 10 team on 
his hands. A key could be the Dec. 6 home 


weak side. finale against South Florida. 
J ee 
Ar30 ¥illanova W |S. 1 Western Michigan W 62-24 | RIN Per Game Rank 
S. 6 atEastCarolina WS. 8 atMarshall W 48-23 | ‘Scoring 39.6 ppg 9 
S. 18 at Colorado * |S. 13 atMaryland W 3114 | Rushing 297.2ypa 4 
S. 27, Marshall W |S. 22 East Carolina = W 48-7 | passing 159. ypa ii 
0. 4 Rutgers w |S. 28 atSouth Florida L 21-13 | total 4552.yp9 s 
0. 11 Syracuse Ww] 0. 6 atSyracuse W 55-14 | me “ : 
0. 23. Auburn + | 0. 20 Mississippi State W 38-13 | PASE SC UL 
N. 1 at Connecticut w | 0. 27 at Rutgers Ww 3-3 | Scoring 18.1 ppg 8 
N. 8 Cincinnati w | N. 8 Louisville w_ 3¢-31 | Rushing 1129 ypg 18 
N. 22. at Louisville w_| N17 at Cincinnati W. 28-23 | Passing 1888 ypg M4 
N. 28 at Pittsburgh w | N. 24 Connecticut w 66-21 | Total 3017 yoo 7 
D. 6 South Florida w | O. 1 Pittsburgh L 3-9 | Per Game Rank 
J. 2 #Okahoma W 48-28 | +13 1.00 9 
Wordless rtd a st #Fiesta Bowl 


HEAD COACI 


RECORD AT St 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


CAREER RECORD: 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATO} 


THE QUOTE 
“The strength (on defense) is our linebacker 


— no ifs, ands or buts. Our linebackers can run 


like scalded dogs. Like hungry scalded dogs.” 


U coach Bill Stewart 


OFFENSE (9) 
4 Wes Lyons (Jt) 
83 Tito Gonzales (Sr) 
9 dock Sanders (So) 
662 Ryan Stanchek (St) 
79 Greg Isdaner (Jr) 
68 Mike Dent (Sr) 
73 Jake Figner (St) 
66 Selvish Capers (dr.) 
85 Will Johnson (S0.) 
QB 5 Pat White (Sr) 
7B 7 Noel Devine (So.) 


DEFENSE (4) 
DE _57 Zac Cooper (Je) 
DT 93 Scooter Berry (So.) 
NT 90 Chris Neild (S0.) 
SLB 44 Morty Iv (St) 
MLB 47 Reed Williams (St) 
WLB 30 J.T. Thomas (So.) 
CB 4 Kent Richardson (Jr) 
CB 24 Ellis Lankster (St) 
36 Sidney Glover (So) 
20 Boogie Allen (J) 
8 Quinton Andrews (dr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 40 Pat McAfee (St) 
P 40 Pat McAfee (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Patrick White,216-144-1,724-4, 141s 
Rushing: Patrick White, 197 car, 1,335 yds., 14 TDs 
rrell Jalloh, 24 rec., 272 yds., 17D 
Tackles: Reed Williams, 107, 48 solo 

‘Sacks: Mortiy Ivy, 6 

Interceptions: Five players tied with 1 


82 Alric Arnett (Jt) 

21 Dorrell dalloh (Sr) 

22. Brandon Hogan (S0.) 

{64 Don Barclay (Fr) 

72. John Bradshaw (Sr) 

61. Eric dobe (S0.) 

70 Eric Rodemoyer (So.) 

63 Stephen Maw (Sr) 

56 Ter Rader (Fr) 

16 Jarrett Brown (it) 
Mark Rodgers (Fr) 


Teta Finau (Jr) 

91. Doug Slavonic (Sr) 
DJ. Shaw (lt) 

42 Archie Sims (Jt) 

31 Pat Lazear (So.) 

49 Ovid Goulbourne (ir) 
Brantwon Bowser (So.) 

9 Guesly Dervl ir) 

Robert Sands (Fr) 

12 Nate Sowers (Jt) 

15 Charles Pugh (Sr) 


KR 7 Noel Devine (So.) 
PR 24 Ellis Lankster (Sr) 


(Insts namber of etn tartar» BOLD inate turing tres 
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OFFENSE ‘Tommy ‘Tuberville isn't afraid to 
shake up things, so the co: 
is tied for the most SEC wins this 
new offensive coordinator, a new de! 
coordinator starting quarterback 
heading into his 10th season at Auburn. 

The new man calling the shots on offense is 
‘Tony Franklin, a former coordinator at Troy 
who has installed a spread attack, Auburn fans 
are excited about the new offense bur don't 
know who the quarterback will be. The Tigers 
lefe spring practice like they began it with Kodi 
Burns and junior college transfer Chris ‘Todd 
vying for the starting job. Todd hi 
grasp of the spread offense, but Burns’ passing, 
improved in the spring and his running ability 
makes him a dual threat. Todd originally 
signed with pass-happy Texas Tech, but he 
bolted for a junior college after ewo season in 


Lubbock. 


Burns was the backup last year, but he was 
nothing more than the designated running 
quarterback after the first few weeks. Franklin, 
who took over at Auburn in December, gave 
Burns an opportunity to play in the bowl 
game, and the Arkansas native delivered, 
throwing a touchdown pass and running for 
the game-winning score in overtime. 
Veterans Brad. | Ben Tate, M 
Fannin and Tristan Davis will lead the running 
Tate rushed for 903 yards and eight 
and the spe cer went for 


Se last 


nsive 
and a new 


better 


re: 


Auburn has had only one head coach 
the last 10 years, but there have been 
10 different coordinators for Tommy 
Tuberville, You're a winner if you said 
Noel Mazzone was the first offensive 
coordinator and John Lovett was the 
first defensive coordinator. 


ster, rio 


game. 


Reha 52 passes for 705 yards, Franklin's 
offense should be a godsend ro the other wide 


Auburn started three true freshmen on the 
line at Florida Field in the fifth game of the 
ar and lived to tell about it. Now, 
sophomores Lee Ziemba, Chaz Ramsey and 
Ryan Pugh are grizzled veterans and will join 
emerging star Tyronne Green, a senior guard, 
and senior center Jason Bosley on what should 
be one of the SEC's better offensive lines. 


season last y 


DEFENSE Paul Rhoads will be taking over the 


defense after the popular Will Muschamp bolted 


for Texas. Rhoads will have to replace three key 
de ine contributors, bur every one of the 
el s got plenty of work last season. 


s for a loss 
1 Derrick 


Antonio Coleman, who had 18 ta 
» Will take over sack duti 


men, 
nters his third 
cen sidetracked by 
nd injuries, but hed still be voted 
the No. 1 impacr defensive player in a poll of 
fans. He played on a bad ankle and mi 
games last year, but mai 

Rhoad: 


suspensio 


one signi 


cant change in the spring, moving 
age from safety to cornerback. 


SPECIALISTS Wes Byrum kicked 17 field goals 
as a true freshman last season, including a 
memorable last-second do-over that beat Florid: 
proving ‘Tubervilles contention that nothing 
rattles his kicker, He'll be back for more cold- 
blooded kicks, as will punter Ryan Shoemaker, 
who averaged 42.4 yards per attempt. 


FINALANALYSIS Auburn struggled offensively 
97th in the nation in total 
offense — and that’s why Tuberville turned to 
Franklin, a guru of the spread. If Franklin can 
confuse the rest of the SEC, if his 
offensive players can catch up with their 
this. largely 
serious threat 


last year — ran 


and 


defe mate! 


m figures to be 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (3-4, 5-3) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30 UL Monroe S. 1 Kansas State W 23-13 | Og Per Game Rank 
S. 6 Southern Miss S. 8 South Florida Lot) 26-23 | Scoring 24.2 p99 84 
S. 13 at Mississippi State S. 15 Mississippi State L 19-14 | Rushing 156.9 ypg 53 
S, 20 LSU S. 22 New Mexico State W 55-20 | Passing 178.2 ypg 103 
i027 Tennessee S. 29 at Florida W 20-17 | Total 335.2 99 97 
0. 4 at Vanderbilt Dr oc une gE Wie 35-7 1\ mamma Per Game Rank 
0. 11 Arkansas ‘A e ct pies i ae Scoring 169 ppg 6 
0. 23 at West Virginia 20 at SU r Rushing 1247 ypg » 
0. 27 Ole Miss Ww 17-3 
N. 1 atOle Miss Passing 1732p 6 
N. 3 TennesseeTech W 35-3 
N. 8 Tennessee-Martin Total 297.9 ypg 6 
Arar N. 10 at Georgia L 45-20 
L. eorgia N. 24 Alabama Ww 17-10 TO Margin Per Game Rank 
N. 29 at Alabama somes | O- 3h #Clemson W(ot) 23-20 | 0 15 
Wer ndeates projected an or oss #Chick-fitA Bowl 


HEAD COACH: RV 


‘OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


E RECORD AT SCHOOL: 


CAREER RECORD: 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


THE QUOTE 


“It’s great. I’m cl 


from dé 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 16 dames Swinton (Sx) 
WR 80 Rodgeriqus Smith (Sr) 
WR 3 Robert Dunn (St) 
LT 73 Lee Ziemba (So.) 
LG 71 Tyronne Green (Sr) 
C 68 dason Bosley (Sr) 
RG 76 Chaz Ramsey (So.) 
RT 50 Ryan Pugh (So,) 
TE 5 Tommy Trott (dr) 
QB 18 Kodi Burns (So.) 
RB 44 Ben Tate (Jr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 52 Antonio Coleman (ur) 
DT 91 dake Ricks (Jr) 

DT 94 Sen’Derrick Marks (Jr.) 
DE 42 Raven Gray (dt) 

LB 46 Craig Stevens (So.) 
LB 10 Tray Blackmon (Jr.) 
18 59 Chris Evans (Sr) 

CB 8 Jerraud Powers (Jr.) 
CB 2 Aairon Savage (Jr) 
SS 4 Zac Etheridge (So.) 
FS 26 Mike McNeil (So.) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 18.Wes Byrum (So) 
P21 Ryan Shoemaker (So,) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


r to the quarterback,” 


on his mo 
tackle 


23 Chris Slaughter (S0.) 
84 Montez Billings (Jr) 
14 Terrell Zachery (S0.) 
79 Jared Cooper (Fr) 
58 Kyle Coulahan (Ft) 
50 Ryan Pugh (So.) 
57 Byron Isom (S0.) 
66 Mike Berry (So,) 
83 Gabe McKenzie (Jt) 
12 Chris Todd (Jt) 

1 Brad Lester (Sr) 


45 Antoine Carter (S0.) 
98 Zach Clayton (So.) 
983 Mike Blanc (So, 
49 Michae) Goggans (So.) 
56 Courtney Harden (St) 
17 Josh Bynes (S0.) 
55 Merrill Jonson (Sr) 
25 Ryan Williams (So.) 

6 Walter McFadden (Jr) 
11 Mike Slade (Fr) 
17 Jonathan Vickers (Sr) 


KR 9 Tristan Davis (Sr) 
PR 3. Robert Dunn (Sr) 


Passing: Kodi Burns, 26-10-145-1, 2TDs 
Rushing: Ben Tate, 202 car, 903 yds., 8TDs 
Receiving: Rodgeriqus Smith, 52 rec., 705 yds., 51Ds 


Tackles: Zac Etheridge, 65, 37 solo 
‘Sacks: Antonio Coleman, 8.5 


Interceptions: Jerraud Powers, 4 for 35 yds. 


Indicates ramber of returning starters» BOLD iniatesreeing starters 


OFFENSE LSU enters the season loaded with 
talent at running back and receiver and with a 
veteran offensive line. The looming question is 
who will engineer the Tigers from the 
quarterback position, Ryan Pertilloux, the MVP 
of the SEC Championship Game, was 
dismissed from the team in early May for 
repeated violations of team rules. Perrillowx’s 
dismissal didn't come as much of a surprise, but 
it does leave LSU in a bind — neither Jarrett 
Lee nor Andrew Hatch have taken a meaningful 
snap in a Tiger uniform. Now one of the two, 
or perhaps both, will be charged with operating 
Gary Crowton’s complex offense. 

In the backfield, Keiland Williams (478 
rushing yards, 6 TDs), Charles Scott (439 total 
yards, 7 TDs) and Richard Murphy (304 toral 
yards, 2 TDs) all provided flashes of 
explosiveness, each with a touchdown run of 
50 yards or longer. All three will figure 
prominently in the Tigers’ running game. 


When LSU goes airborne, long and lanky 
Brandon LaFell and lightning-fast home run 
threat Demetrius Byrd give the Tigers one of 
the best receiver tandems in the country after 
they combined for 85 catches, 1,277 yards and 
11 TDs in 2007. Tight end Richard Dickson 
(32-375 receiving, 5 TDs) seems to catch 
anything thrown in his general vicinity — 
especially over the middle. 

Four starters are back from one of the bigger, 
and now most experienced, offensive lines in 
the SEC. Center Brett Helms, left tackle Ciron 
Black and left guard Herman Johnson are All- 
SEC-caliber earth movers who adapted 
perfectly in Crowron's multi-faceted offense in 
2007. The O-line may be the difference 
between a good season and a great one. 


Although the LSU defense was 
more susceptible to allowing yards 
than in the past, the Tigers 
compensated by forcing 36 
turnovers, third-most in the nation. 


DEFENSE ‘Tyson Jackson and Kirston Pittman 
are both returning starters at the end spots and 
will get pushed by Rahim Alem and Ricky Jean- 
Francois, the defensive MVP of the national title 
game. On the interior, Jean-Francois, Marlon 
Favorite and a healthy Charles Alexander are the 
vets with up-and-comers Al Woods and Drake 
Nevis poised to log significant time. 

Gritty middle linebacker Darry Beckwith 
anchors the middle after recording 65 tackles 
in 12 games — the last few with a bum 
shoulder. On Beckwith’s flanks, junior Perry 
Riley and sophomore Kelvin Sheppard are 
possible replacements, with junior Jacob 
Cutrera also in the mix if he can stay healthy. 

Free safety Curtis Taylor is the only starter 
back in the secondary, but nickel back Danny 
McCray also returns, along with big-time 
playmakers Chad Jones and Harry Coleman. 
Junior Chris Hawkins and  high-strung 
sophomore Jai Eugene will battle freshmen 
Patrick Johnson and Brandon Taylor for time 
at cornerback, a position that looks to be the 
Tigers’ weakest link heading into the season. 


SPECIALISTS Kicker Colt David piled up 147 
points, connecting on 26-of-33 field goals and 
not missing an extra point in 63 tries. Senior 
Brady Dalfrey will likely take over the punting 
duties for All-SEC performer Patrick Fisher. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Coach Les Miles has 
guided LSU to amazing heights, culminating 
with an SEC title and the national crown last 
season, Miles also put an indelible stamp on 
his tenure by spurning his alma mater, 
Michigan. Whether the honeymoon of a 
national championship and his very public 
show of commitment is enough to offset what 
could be a two- or three-loss season remains to 
be seen. A rugged road schedule and key holes 
to fill make a New Years Day bowl a more 
realistic goal than a repeat championship. 
Without Perrilloux, seven or eight wins might 
represent Miles’ best coaching job. 


GRSSEEERR 


A. 30 Appalachian State W | A. 30 atMiss. State W 45-0 | (OEE PerGame Rank 
S. 6 Troy WS. 8 VirginiaTech = W 48-7 | ‘Scoring 38.6 ppg Tl 
S. 13 North Texas w|S. 15 MiddleTenn, W440 | Rushing 214.1 ypg n 
S. 20 at Auburn * |S. 22 SouthCarolinag W 28-16 | passing 2253 ypg 58 
S. 27 Mississippi State  w | S- 29 atTulane Wo 39 | sotal 439.4 ypg % 
Gola Rai + | 0. 6 Florida W224 | = = 

: 0. 13 atKentucky L(t) 43-37 | EEE er Game ank 
. 2 ae Carola WN 650: aatuen W 30-24 | Scoring 19.9 ppg v7 
Waitt w | N 3 atAlabama — W41-34 | Rushing 106.1 yp9 2 
A uae Wy | N- 10 Louisiana Tech W 58-20 | Passing 1827 ypg 9 
L N.17 atOleMiss = W 41-24 | Total 2883 ypa 3 
N. 22. Ole Miss W | N. 23. Arkansas L (ot) 50-48. | prep = . 
N. 28 #Arkansas Ww DL Ul Tennessee. w 2-14 ud Margin Per Game Rank 
Wor nial pce wt res +#BCS Championship 
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RECORD AT SCHOO! 


Auburn is second. LSU 


OFFENSE (5) 
WR 2 Demetrius Byrd (Sc) 
WR 1 Brandon LaFell (dr) 
IT 70 Giron Black (Jr) 

LG 79 Herman Johnson (Sr) 
C74 Brett Helms (Sr) 
RG 65 Lyle Hitt (dr) 

RT _78 soe Barksdale (So) 
TE _18 Richard Dickson (Jr) 
QB 12 Jarrett Lee (Fr) 

FB 45 Quinn Johnson (Sr) 
RB _ 5 Keiland Wiliams (Jc) 


DEFENSE (4) 
DE 49 Kirston Pittman (Sr) 
DT _99 Marlon Favorite (St) 
DT 90 Ricky Jean-Francois (Jr) 
93 Tyson Jackson (Sr) 
11 Kelvin Sheppard (So.) 
48 Darry Beckwith (Sr) 
‘54 Jacob Cutrera (Jr) 
29 Chris Hawkins (dr) 
Patrick Johnsan (Fr) 
3 Chad Jones (S0,) 
27 Curtis Taylor (Sr) 


80 Terrance Toliver(So.) 
DeAngelo Benton (Fr) 

76 Jarvis Jones (So) 

94 Will Blackwell (Fr) 

63 Ryan Miller (St) 

68 Josh Dworaczyk (Fr) 

77 Ernest McCoy (Fr) 

83 Mitch Joseph (Fr) 

14 Andrew Hatch () 

34 Stevan Riley (Fr) 

2% Richard Murphy (So.) 


84 Rahim Alem (Je) 

92 Drake Nevis (So) 

91 Charles Alexander (Sr) 

47 Tremaine Johnson (St) 
Ryan Baker (Fr) 

56 Perry Riley (Jr) 

55 Kellen Theriot (Fr) 

4 Jai Eugene (So, 

Brandon Taylor (Fr) 

24 Harry Coleman (Jr) 

44 Danny McCray (Jr) 


CAREER RECORI 
IEFENSIVE COORDINATOI 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 6 Colt David (Sr) 
P 38 Brady Dalfrey (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Andrew Hatch, 2-1-9-0, OTDs 

Rushing: Keiland Williams, 70 car, 478 yds., 6Ds 
Receiving: Brandon LaFell, 50 rec., 656 yds., 47Ds. 
Tackles: Darry Beckwith, 65, 37 solo 

‘Sacks: Kirston Pittman, 7.5 

Interceptions: Curtis Taylor, 3 for 26 yds, 


(@)nticates number of returning staters + BOLD indicates retuing starters 


KR 8 Trindon Holliday (Jr) 
PR 3 Chad Jones (So.) 
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Quarterback Cullen Harper returns 
for his final year after vastly exceeding 
expectations in 2007. Tailback James Davis 
went back on his decision ro turn pro and 
combines with junior CJ. Spiller to form 
perhaps the most dynamic backfield tandem in 
college football. 

Harper also has his favorite receiver back in 
Aaron Kelly, who caught 88 balls for 1,081 
yards and 11 TDs last year. 

"The big question mark is up front, where 
Clemson lost three full-time starters. The 
offensive line struggled last season against 
imposing defenses, and the new guys have 
plenty of talent bur could take a while to 
develop. Replacing Barry Richardson at left 
tackle could be a tall order for heretofore 
underachieving junior Cory Lambert. Right 
tackle Chris Hairston is considered a future 
star, and the center position is solid with the 
return of junior Thomas Austin. OF greater 
concern are the two guard positions. 


Clemson ranked 100th 

nationally by allowing 2.69 

‘sacks per game. The 35 

‘sacks given up were 20 

more than the Tigers allowed in 2006, and the most 
in Tommy Bowden’s nine seasons. 


The defense could maintain its Top 
10 form if it finds a way to fill some big holes 
at linebacker. 

Inexperience and uncertainty surrounded 
this group as the Tigers broke for summer. 
Already gone were starters Nick Watkins and 
Tramaine Billie, who combined for 65 career 
starts and 639 tackles. And the status of seniors 
Cortney Vincent and Antonio Clay was 
uncertain. Vincent was arrested for DUI in 
December, and that case was still pending. 
Then he was booted for spring practice for 
another misstep after an unspecified violation of 
team policy. For the second year in a row, Clay 
went home for the spring semester to deal with 


al 5 


personal issues stemming from the September 
2006 death of his sister in a car accident. 

Redshire freshman Brandon Maye stood out 
at middle linebacker during the spring. 
Sophomore Scotty Cooper is a budding star at 
strong-side linebacker, and Kavell Conner 
appears ready to rake over for Watkins on the 
other side. 

The front four is in good shape despite the 
loss of end Phillip Merling, who left for the 
NEL after his junior year. The strength is in 
the interior, where senior Dorell Scott is 
primed for a big year after coming on late last 
season. It’s only a matter of time before stud 
freshman Da Quan Bowers, one of the school’s 
top recruits ever, nabs a starting role at 
Merling’s vacated position. 

The Tigers might have the best secondary in 
the ACC. Seniors Michael Hamlin and Chris 
Clemons are rock-solid at the safety positions; 
Chris Chancellor and Crezdon Butler form an 
underrated corner tandem. 


Mark Buchholz made only 61.1 
percent of his kicks last season, struggling with 
long distances and attempts from the hash 
marks. Former walk-on Jimmy Maners had a 
solid year at punter but will be challenged by 


Richard Jackson. 


A toral of 89 yards. Thae’s 
the combined rushing output — including 
lost yardage for sacks — for Clemson last year 
in regular-season games against Georgia Tech, 
Virginia Tech and Boston College. 

The Tigers lose all three games, and that was 
the difference between a great team and a good 
one. Against physical defenses, Clemson's 
offensive line was simply not good enough to 
move people off the ball. 

If the Tigers improve in this area, they're a 
good bet to finally win the Atlantic Division 
and play for their first ACC title since 1991. If 
not, dont be surprised if they're yer again 
bemoaning how close they came to glory. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (8-4, 5-3) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A.30 #Alabama W | S. 3 Florida State W 24-18 | Gay Per Game Rank 
S. 6 The Citadel W] S. 8 .ULMonroe © W 49-26 | ‘Scoring 33.1 ppg 7] 
5.13. NCState W | $.15 Furman W 38-20 | pushing 161.2 ypg 50 
S.20 South Carolina State W | $.22 atNCState © W 42-20 | passing 242.1 ypa % 
S. 27. Maryland W.| 5.29 atGeorgiaTech L 13-3) Tota 403.2 ypa 52 
©. 9 atWake Forest —* | 0. 6 VirginiaTech =k 41-23 | pra Tere riven 
0,18 Georgia Tech W | 0.20 Central Michigan W 70-14 | 'soor A708 7 
N. 1 atBoston College W | 0,27 atMaryland Wo 3087 | Richi 
N. 8 atFloridaState * | N. 3 atDuke w 4@7ig | tno T8395 a 
N15 Duke W | N10 Wake Forest. Ww at-ag | Panne papel a 
N.22_ at Virginia W| N17 Boston College Lt 20-17 | ad 
N. 29. South Carolina W | N24 atSouth Carolina w 23-2] | MEME Ber Gas Rank 

#Atlanta, GA 0.31 #Auburn L(y 23-20 | +8 es i 


‘Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor L indicates a projected wan oF ls 


# Chick-fil-A Bowl 


CULLEN HARPER 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 80 Aaron Kelly (St) 21 Navier Dye (S0.) 

WR 13 Tyler Grisham (St) 5 Rendrick Taylor (St) 
WR 6 Jacoby Ford (Je) 85 Brandon Clear (Fr) 
LT 76 Cory Lambert(dr) 50 Jock Mckissic Sr) 
UG 73 David Smith (Fr) 70 sJamarcus Grant (Jt) 
C65 Thomas Austin (Jr) 71 Barry Humphries (Jr) 
RG 71 Barry Humphries (dr) 62 Mason Cloy (Fr) 

RT 61 Chris Hairston (So) 72 Landon Walker (Fr) 
TE 86 Michael Palmer (Jr) 88 Brian Linthicum (So.) 
QB 10 Cullen Harper (Sr) 3 Willy Korn (Fr) 

RB 1 dames Davis (Sr) 28 Cu. Spiller (dr) 
DEFENSE (8) 


DE 93 Da'Quan Bowers (Fr.) 
NG 97 Dorell Scott (Sr) 

DT _91 Rashaad Jackson (Sr) 
DE _7 Ricky Sapp (Jr) 

WLB 33 Kavell Conner (Jc) 
MLB 45 Cortney Vincent (Sr) 
‘SLB 44 Scotty Cooper (So.) 
CB 38 Chris Chancellor (dr) 
CB 18 Crezdon Butler (dr) 
CAT 25 Michael Hamlin (Sr) 
FS 22 Chris Clemons (Sr) 
‘SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 14 Mark Buchhol (Sr) 
P49 Jimmy Maners (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Cullen Harper, 433-282-2,991-6, 27 TDs 
Rushing: James Davis, 214 car, 1,064 yds,,10TDs 
Receiving: Aaron Kelly, 88 rec, 1,081 yds., 11 TDs 
Tackles: Michael Hamiin, 97, 53 solo 

‘Sacks: Ricky Sapp, 6 

Interceptions: Chris Chancellor, 4; Michael Hamlin, 4 


24 Kevin Alexander (ir) 
89 Miguel Chavis (So.) 

8 Jamie Cumbie (ut) 

90 Kourtnei Brown (S0.)_ 
48 Jeremy Campbell (Jr) 
34 Brandon Maye (Fr) 
17 Stanley Hunter (Fr) 
12 Marcus Gilchrist (S0.) 
36 Byron Manwell (S0.) 
2 DeAndre McDaniel (So) 
‘27 Sadat Chambers (Ur) 


KR 28 Cu, Spiller (Ur) 
PR 6 Jacoby Ford (dr) 


(locates mamber of returning starters + BOLD indicates turing starters 
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OFFENSE The Longhorns’ offense has a 
bunch of questions ro answer after losing most 
of its speed and playmaking with the 
departures of running back Jamaal Charles, 
who ran for 1,619 yards and 18 touchdowns 
last season, receiver Limas Sweed and tight end 
Jermichael Finley. 

Junior quarterback Colt McCoy took a step 
back last year. He threw for 22 touchdowns 
with 18 interceptions behind an offensive line 
that only once started the same combination 
in consecutive games. That line should be 
better this year, anchored by left tackle Adam 
Ulatoski. 

Without Charles to scare defenses, Texas 
may have to bring in sophomore quarterback 
John Chiles as a change of pace to get some 
speed on the field. Sophomore Vondrell 
McGee, who averaged 4.0 yards per carry in 
2007, will get the first crack at replacing 
Charles. 
fexas will look to senior receivers Quan 
Cosby and Jordan Shipley after losing five of 
its top eight pass-catchers. Coaches are hoping 
someone will emerge who can stretch the field 


the way Sweed did. 
& 0 a 7 


DEFENSE New defensive coordinator Will 
Muschamp brought in a bunch of new 
tackling and hitting drills as well as a new, 
blue-collar attitude, Now, he has to transform 
a defense that gave up a school record for yards 
allowed last season in addition to 25.3 points 
per game. Muschamp’s got plenty of 
experience coming back in the front seven but 
needs to get much berter play out of his 
linebackers and is starting over at two spots in 
the secondary. Defensive tackle Roy Miller is a 
rising star. Coaches are hoping for an 


Opposing offenses 
completed 60.7 percent 
of thelr passes vs. the 
Texas defense — the 
highest in schoo! history. 


bop t adh 


improved pass rush — something Texas has 
struggled to find for more than a decade — to 
help cover up an inexperienced secondary 

To get that rush, Muschamp has moved end 
Lamarr Houston inside to tackle to help get 
more speed on the field with end Brian 
Orakpo. Junior linebackers Sergio Kindle, Rod 
Muckelroy and Jared Norton should all have 
breakout years. 

Cornerbacks Ryan Palmer and Deon 
Beasley proved to be playmakers last season, 
but safety is a huge question mark. 


SPECIALISTS Senior kicker Ryan Bailey, a 
former walk-on, has proven himself in the 
clutch by kicking two game-winners (at 
Nebraska in 2006 and at Oklahoma State in 
2007). Freshman Justin Tucker was ahead of 
junior Trevor Gerland for the starting punting 
job coming out of the spring. Cosby did a nice 
job with kick returns last year (24.2 ypr, one 
TD) but struggled on punt returns (9.4 ypr). 


FINAL ANALYSIS ‘To compete for a Big 12 
title, Texas has to figure out how it’s going co 
run the ball. McCoy's supporting cast on 
offense is full of question marks. The offensive 
line needs to get a lot better. The team’s best 
skill players from last year are gone. Texas used 
several trick plays as well as Chiles in its 
Holiday Bowl win against Arizona State. 
Coach Mack Brown says those things will 
continue this season. 

With Muschamp calling defenses, UT 
should finally get a pass rush, which will help 
an inexperienced secondary. Brown says the 
linebackers improved the most of any position 
in the spring. That's huge, because Texas’ 
linebackers the last two seasons have been a 
glaring weakness. 

With nine bowl teams from last year on the 
schedule, including surging Texas Tech, 
Kansas, Missouri and Colorado, Texas could 
struggle if skill players on offense and the 
secondary don't break through quickly. 


en 
‘ 2 F JLTS 5, 5-3) 2007 TONAL 
A. 30 Florida atantic —-W|S. 1 ArkansasState = W 21-23 | EE Der Ginid es Ran 
S. 6 atUTEP w]s. 8 Ty W. 34413 | scoring 37.2099 “4 
$. 13. Arkansas Ws. 15 atucr W > 35-32 | pushing 2075 yp9 Vv 
$. 20 Rice WS. 22 Rice W> 58-14 | passing 2554 ypa ry 
0. 4 at Colorado * | s 29 Kansas State L121 | Total 4629 ypg B 
et cess) * | 0. 6 Oklahoma L 28-21 | Pee Per Game Rank 
0.18 Missouri * | 0. 13 atlowaState = W 56-3 | Uo 23 73 
0. 25 Oklahoma State —- W | 0. 20 at Baylor W 3110 | pecking ine ; 
N. 1 atTexasTech —* | 0, 27 Nebraska W> 28-25 | poccing Wire 
N. 8 Baylor WN. 3 atOWahoma State W 38-35 | To ets = 
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#0allas, TX D. 27 #Arizona State = W 52-34 | +2 bed ” 
Gamat et ete dey pes : 
Wert legates plead wh ors +#Holiday Bow! 


HEAD COACH: 
OFFE 


RECORD AT SCHOOL. 
/E COORDINATOR: 


(CAREER RECORD: 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


SOLT MCCOY 


THE QUOTE 
he problem they had last year, not that they 
had a Jot of problems, but the o 
dropoff was their ve line play. I 


oticeable 
xpect 
them to be better, because they'll be a year 
more mature 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR 6 Quan Cosby (Sr.) 
WR 8 Jordan Shipley (Sr). 
WR _ 5 Brandon Collins (S0.) 
74 Adam Ulatoski (Jn) 
52 Charlie Tanner (Jr) 
71 Chris Hall (Jn) 
55 Cedric Dockery (St), 
(64 Kyle Hix (S0.) 
19 Blaine Irby (So) 
12 Colt McCoy (dt) 
2 Vondrell McGee (So.) 


DEFENSE (5) 

DE 98 Brian Orakpo (St) 
OT 99 Roy Miller (St) 

DT 33 Lamarr Houston (Jr) 
DE 95 Aaron Lewis (St) 
WLB 38 Rod Muckelroy (Jr) 
MLB 44 Rashad Bobino (Sr) 
‘SLB 2 Sergio Kindle (Jt) 
CB 13 Ryan Palmer (St) 
CB 7 Deon Beasley (Jt) 
S19 Ishie Oduegwu (Jr) 
S12 Earl Thomas (Ft) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 39 Ryan Bailey (St) 
P 9 dustin Tucker (Fr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Colt McCoy, 424-276:3,303-18, 22 TDs 
Rushing: Colt McCoy, 114 car, 492 yds, 47Ds 
Receiving: Quan Cosby, 60 rec., 680 yds., 5 TDs 
Tackles: Ryan Palmer, 80,53 solo 

Sacks: Brian Orakpo, 5.5 

Interceptions: Deon Beasley, 3 for O yds. 


9 Malcolm Williams (Fr) 
87 James Kirkendall (S0) 
4 Dan Buckner (Fr) 
56 Tray Allen (S0.) 
63 Michael Huey (S0.) 
66 Buck Burnette (So,) 
72 Britt Mitchell (So) 
76 Aundre McGoskey (Fr) 
18 dosh Marshal (S0.) 
7 John Chiles (So) 
22 Fozzy Whittaker (Ft) 


32 Eddie Jones (So) 
92. Ben Alexonder (Jt) 
94 Michael Wilcoxon (Fr) 
37 Henry Melton (St) 
42 Dustin Earnest (S0,) 
11 dared Norton (ut) 

1 Keenan Robinson (Ft) 

8 Chykie Brown (S0.) 

3 Curtis Brown (So. 

5 Ben Wells (Ft) 

6 Christian Scott (Fr) 


KR 6 Quan Cosby (Sr) 
PR 6 Quan Cosby (Sr) 


(Inicates numberof returning starters» LD indicates retring starters 
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EVOLUTIONARY! 


Adjustable Depth 
of Drive Dial 


Safety trigger 
switch 


At-a-glance 
staple supply. window 


Staple exit guides 


LED 
Battery meter 


10.8v lithium 
ION battery 


Non-skid 
battery grip 


Easy-release 
battery 


Easy-release 
staple pusher 


Holds 2 full strips of T50° 
Staples-shoots over 1500 staples 
per charge 


Introducing the new innovative CT5 
Professional Cordless Staple Gun 


Introducing Arrow's new. Innovative quality 
tool, the CT50™. More than just a sleek, light 
weight design, this cordless wonder is a rugged, 
heavy duty staple gun that appeals: to. everyone, 
from the do-it-yourselfer to the contractor. 

The light weight 10.8v Lithium-ion battery 
guarantees more power, while firing up to 1500 
staples’ on a single charge. Its unique “on-board” 


PROFESSIONAL FASTENING 
since 1928 — 


battery design’ maintains perfect balance for, 
increased control and accuracy. 

The ultra-bright “LED quide light” will light 
‘any Surface with precision positioning of the staple 
location, The adjustable “depth of drive” control.tets 
you perfectly fire-each staple to the desired depth. 

Unique to the CTSO™ this tool holds two 
full strips of any of the six Arrow T50® staple sizes, 


saving time on the project. 

All this, and more; in a Well thought out, 
ergonomically designed, professional tool that will 
make any project faster and easier for both the pro 
and do-it-yourselfer. The additional endless list of 
features will ensure a professional finish to every. 
project. 


Arrow Fastener Co., Inc. 


U.S.A. 
CANADA T 514.321.3983 


U.K. 


F 201.843.3911 
F 514.321.9424 
F 020.8686.9197 


T 201.843.6900 


T 020.8686.9180 


www.arrowfastener.com 


‘Arrow® is a registered trademark of Arrow Fastener Company, Inc. 
‘$2008 ARROW FASTENER COMPANY, INC, REV 408 


OFFENSE The strengths and weaknesses of 
this unit are easily identifiable. UW has talent 
and depth on the line and at tailback and will 
have to rely heavily on its running game, 
because it has more questions than proven 
performers at quarterback and wide receiver. 

‘The line is blessed with size (the average is 6'6" 
and 316), above-average athletic ability and 
experience. Senior right guard Kraig Urbik is 
entering his fourth season as a starter; senior left 
guard Andy Kemp and senior right tackle Eric 
Vanden Heuvel are entering their third seasons as 
starters; and sophomore left tackle Gabe Carimi 
started all 13 games as a redshirt freshman. 

UW has three tailbacks with significant 
experience and complementary skills — starter 
PJ. Hill and backups Zach Brown and Lance 
Smith, each of whom averaged 4.8 yards per 
carty or more last season. The emergence in 
the spring of redshire freshman John Clay, a 
231-pound brute with surprising speed, 
allowed the staff to implement two-back sets 
wich Smith split out wide as a receiver. 


For the first time since 2004, UW will open 
the season with a quarterback who did not 
start at least one game the previous season. The 
spring closed with senior Allan Evridge 
holding a slight lead over junior Dustin Sherer 
for the starting spot, though both were up and 
down, and no one else was close. 

UW has two outstanding tight ends in 
Travis Beckum and Garrett Graham, but 
recruiting misses at wide receiver have left the 
team without a proven junior or senior. 


UW has five quarterbacks on its roster, 
and they have combined for zero starts 
in the last two seasons. Senior Allan 
Evridge has six starts — as a redshirt 
freshman at Kansas State in 2005. 


DEFENSE At one point during spring 
practice, UW had 16 players sidelined because 
of injury. That included 12 defensive players, 


200 EDULE 2007 RESU! 
A. 30 Akron W |S. 1 Washington State 
S. 6 Marshall w|S. 8 atuNiv 
S. 13 at FresnoState  w | S. 15 The Citadel 
S. 27 at Michigan * |S. 22 Iowa 
0. 4 Ohio State + | S29 Michigan State 
0. 11 Penn State w | 0. 6 atIllinois 
0. 18 at Iowa w | 0. 13 at Penn State 
0. 25. Ilinois + | 0. 20 Northern Ilinois 
N. 1 atMichigan State w | 0: 27 Indiana 
N. @ atIndiana w/| N. 3 at Ohio State 
N. 15. Minnesota w| X10 Michigan 
N. 17 at Minnesota 
nao #3 see 
Worndeates rjc win ores #Outback Bow! 


HEAD COACH: RECORD AT SCHOOL: 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOI Dl 
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including five projected starters. That doesn't 
bode well for this unit to improve after 
struggling in 2007. 

The five projected starters who missed 
spring practice were: cornerbacks Allen 
Langford (knee) and Aaron Henry (knee); 
tackles Jason Chapman (knee) and Mike 
Newkirk (shoulder); and end Kirk DeCremer 
(back). No one knows whether they'll all be 
ready by the opener on Aug. 30, or how 
effective any of them will be. 

With so many players out, many 
experienced backups got valuable practice 
time. But UW’s defense needs all five of the 
aforementioned starters to return to form, or it 
could be a long season. 


SPECIALISTS UW likely will miss the 
productivity and experience of departed kicker 
Taylor Mchlhaff and punter Ken DeBauche. 
DeBauche was solid and poised and a four- 
year starter. Mehlhaff handled kickoffs for four 
seasons and placements for three and will be in 
the NFL in 2008. Freshman Philip Welch 
should handle kickoffs and field goals. He has 
a stronger leg than Mehlhaff, but can he 
perform under pressure? Brad Nortman, who 
signed in February, was rated among the top 
punters in the nation as a high school senior. 
The one sure thing is sophomore David 
Gilreath, who helped jump-start UW's sagging 


return units last season. 


FINAL ANALYSIS. The No. 1 issue facing this 
team will be its health. If the Badgers get lucky 
and the bulk of the injured players return to 
form, the defense has a chance to be solid. 
‘Then, if UW can run the ball consistently and 
to keep the defense fresh, the Badgers should 
challenge for a top-3 finish in a league that 
should be wide open after favored Ohio State. 

However, if the injured players can't return, 
or if they struggle, UW won't be able to stop 
anyone, and the Badgers could finish in the 
middle of the pack. 


4, KINGS 
W 42-21 | Ges Per Game Rank 
W> 20-13 | ‘Scoring 295 ppg 9 
W 45-31 | Rushing 2008 yp a 
W 17-13 | Passing 208.0 yoo 72 
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CAREER RECO! 
)EFENSIVE COORDINATOI 


THE QUOTE 
“Trav n is the one guy that is a big 
mismatch. How do you defend him? 
How do you play him?” 
— An opposing Big Ten assistant coach 


OFFENSE (10) 
WR 14 Kyle Jefferson (So.) 
WR_ 85 David Gilreath (S0.) 
IT 68 Gabe Carimi (So.) 
1G 75 Andy Kemp (St) 

C 74 John Moffitt (So.) 


6 Isaac Anderson (S0.) 
81. Daven dones (So.) 
78 sake Bscherer (Jt) 
60 Jake Current (Fr) 
76 Bill Nagy (So.) 

_76 Bill Nagy (So.) 

67 Josh Oslesby (Fr) 
‘89 Garrett Graham (Jr) 
18 Dustin Sherer (dr) 
34 Bill Rentmeester (Sr) 
30 Zach Brown (So.) 


TE 9 Travis Beckum (Sr) 
QB 4 Allan Evridge (St) 
FB 44 Chris Pressley (Sr) 
RB 39 Pal Hill (Jr) 


DEFENSE (9) 

DE _50 O'Brien Schofield (dr) 
DT 54 Mike Newkirk (Sr) 

DT 91 dason Chapman (St) 
DE 92 Matt Shaughnessy (St) 
SLB 11 DeAndre Levy (St) 
MLB 52 Elijah Hodge (Jr) 
WLB 2 Jonathan Casillas (St) 
CB 23 Mario Goins (Fr) 

CB 17 Allen Langford (St) 
SS _ 26 day Valai (So) 

FS 25 Shane Carter (dr) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K__18 Philip Welch (Ft) 


Pp Brad Norton (Fr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing; Allan Evridge, 12-5-66-0, 07D 

Rushing: PJ. Hill, 233 car, 1,212 yds., 14 TDs 
Receiving: Travis Beckum, 75 rec., 982 yds., 61Ds 
Tackles: Jonathan Casillas, 96,57 solo 

‘Sacks: Kirk DeCremer, 5.5 

Interceptions: Shane Carter, 7 for 92 yds. 


98 Louis Nzegwu (Fr) 
95 Patrick Butrym (Fr) 
79 deff Stehle (dr) 
99 Kirk DeCremer (So,) 
27 Blake Sorensen (S0) 
15 Culmer St. Jean (So) 
47 Jaevery McFadden (Jt). 

7 Karon Henry (S0,) 

4 Otis Merrill (Ft) 

8 Aubrey Pleasant (Jr) 
31 Chris Maragos (J) 


KR 85 David Gilreath (So) 
PR 85 David Gilreath (So) 


Tio Crk Aton Sports 
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SUPREME PIZZA 


OFFENSE A team is nothing without a strong 
quarterback, and Kansas has one of the best in 
Todd Reesing, who earned Heisman 
consideration after throwing for 3,486 yards 
and 33 touchdowns in his first year as a starter. 
At 5'11", Reesing doesn’t have the imposing 
frame of a Tim Tebow or a Sam Bradford. But 
his ability to elude tacklers and throw on the 
run enabled Kansas to average a league-best 
42.8 points in 2007. Reesing threw only seven 
interceptions last season, fewest in the Big 12. 

“He learned how to find windows and how 
to see through defenses and anticipate things,” 
Kansas offensive coordinator Ed Warinner 
says. “He plays above his height.” 

Like last year, Reesing should have plenty of 
weapons at his disposal. The competition to 
replace Brandon McAnderson — the Big 12's 
third-leading rusher last season — should be 
stiff. The good thing is that the Jayhawks have 
plenty of viable candidates in Jake Sharp, 
Carmon Boyd-Anderson and Jocques 
Crawford, last season's National Junior College 
Offensive Player of the Year. 

Up front, Kansas is hoping freshman left 
tackle Jeff Spikes fills the void created by 
Anthony Collins’ early departure to the NFL. 


191 


DEFENSE Kansas returns nine starters from a 
unit that led the Big 12 in total defense last 
season, but the two players it lose were its best. 

Still, even if the replacements for tackle 
James McClinton and cornerback Aqib Talib 
don’t live up to the standards set by their 
predecessors, this should still be a salty group. 

The strength of the defense is the 
linebackers. All-Big 12 selection Joe 


Kansas defeated its four non- 
conference opponents by a total 
of 191 points (214-23) last fall 
No surprise, then, that the 
Jayhawks were often criticized 
last season for playing a soft 
schedule. 


Mortensen returns along with Mike Rivera 
and James Holt to lead’ a unit that ranked 
second in the conference against the run. 
Mortensen garnered most of the hype last 
season after racking up a team-high 106 
tackles. But the 255-pound Rivera is the player 
who creates the most buzz among NEL scouts 
because of his size and speed. 

Defensive ends Russell Brorsen and John 
Larson are both on the Watch List for the Lott 
Award, and cornerback Chris Harris started 10 
games during a freshman season that saw him 
earn Big 12 Defensive Newcomer of the Year 
accolades. The Jayhawks also tout three battle 
tested safeties in Darrell Stuckey, Patrick Resby 
and Justin Thornton, who tied Talib for the 
team lead in interceptions last season with five. 


SPECIALISTS Marcus Herford was selected as 
the conference's Special Teams Player of the 
Year after tallying a school-record 888 yards in 
kickoff returns. He'll be back in 2008, but 
other than that Kansas’ special teams are a 
huge question mark. 

Scott Webb, who spent the last three seasons 
as the Jayhawks’ placekicker, has graduated, 
along with Kyle Tucker, a four-year starter at 
punter, Kansas signed one of the top junior 
college punters in America, Alonso Rojas, to 
replace Tucker, But Webb's replacement, 
Stephen Hoge, missed a 34-yard field goal in 
the spring game. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Kansas’ 12-1 record will be 
nearly impossible to repeat. Replacing Big 12 
South foes Oklahoma State, Texas A&M and 
Baylor on the schedule are Oklahoma, Texas 
and Texas Tech. Throw in a tough non- 
conference road game at South Florida, and it’s 
very likely chat Kansas’ record will not be as 
rosy. Still, with nine starters back on defense 
and one of the nation’s top quarterbacks in 
Reesing, the cupboard in Lawrence is far from 
bare. Bottom line: Kansas should be strong 
again in 2008 — just maybe not as strong. 


EEE 


A. 30 Florida International W | S. 1 Central Michigan W 52-7 | ROaRmey PerGame Rank 
S. 6 Louisiana Tech w | s. 8 SELowisiana W 62-0 | ‘Scoring 42.8 ppg 2 
$.12 atSouth Florida * | §, 15 Toledo W 45-23 | Rushing 188.8 ypg 31 
S, 20 Sam Houston State W |S. 22 Fla. International W 55-3 | passing 291.0 ypg v7 
0. 4 at Iowa State W | 0. 6 atKansas State W 30-24 | Total 4798 ypa 8 
0. 11 Colorado W | 0. 13. Baylor W 58-10 | pepe Per Game Rank 
0. 18 at Oklahoma L | 0. 20 at Colorado W 1904 Scorn TA n 
0. 25: Texas Tech * | 0. 27 atTeras AaM = W 19-11 | aici anes Z 
N. 1 Kansas State WI} N. 3 Nebraska W 76-39 | passing tee 49 
N. 8 at Nebraska WT N. 10 at Oklahoma State W 43-28 | so) 3173 He Y 
N.15 Texas * | N. 17 Iowa State W 45-7 Z 
N. 29 #Missouri * 1K 24. Missouri L 36-28 TO Margin Per Game Rank 
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THE QUOTE 
“What Kansas did 
America hoy 


them, saying, ‘If th 
— An opp 


OFFENSE (6) 
81 Jonathan Wilson (So.) 
88 Dexton Fields (Sr) 
‘80 Dezmon Briscoe (So.) 
LT 74 deff Spikes (Fr) 
LG 66 Adrian Mayes (Sr) 
© 50 Ryan Cantrell (Sr) 
RG 79 Chet Hartley (Sr) 
RT 70 Matt Darton (Sr.) 
TE 87 Bradley Dedeaux (So.) 
QB 5 Todd Reesing (Jr) 
RB _ 1 Jake Sharp (Jr) 


DEFENSE (9) 

DE 81 Russell Brorsen (Sr) 
DT 94 Caleb Blakesley (Je) 
DT 72 Todd Haselhorst (Sr) 
DE 87 John Larson (St) 
SLB 12 James Holt (Sr) 
MLB 8 Joe Mortensen (Sr) 
WLB 40 Mike Rivera (Sr)* 
B24 Kendrick Harper (St) 
B16 Chris Harris (S0.) 
SS _25 Darrell Stuckey (dr) 
FS 46 Justin Thornton (Je) 


85 Rod Harris Je (S0) 

89 Tertavian Ingram (So) 

13 Marcus Herford (Sr) 

63 Tan Wolfe (50) 

77 Jeremiah Hatch (Ft) 

59 Sal Capra (S0.) 

68 Cari Wilson (S0) 

75 Nathan D’Cunha (de) 

82 Nick Plato (Fr) 

10 Kerry Meier (dr) 
Socques Crawford (Ut) 


91 Jake Laptad (So.) 

97 Richard Johnson ut. (Ft) 
99 Jamal Greene (S0.) 

47 Maxwell Onyegbule (Jt) 
41 Arist Wright (Je) 
45. Justin Springer (S0.) 
58 Jake Schermer (dt) 
29 Isiah Barfield (Ft) 

20 Anthony Webb (Jr) 

7 Patrick Resby (Sr) 
26 Phillip Strozier (S0,) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 14 Stephen Hoge (Fr) KR 13Marcus Herford (Sr) 
P Alonso Rojas (ur) PR 20 Anthony Webb (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Todd Reesing, 446-276-3 486-7, 33 1Ds 
Rushing: Jake Sharp, 147 cat, 821 yds,, 77Ds 
Receiving: Dexton Fields, 63 rec, 834 yds, 6TDs 
Tackles: Joe Mortensen, 106, 50 solo 
anvell Onyegbule, 35 
Interceptions: Justin Thornton, 5 for 74 yds 
(nates umber fein stares «BOLD nds rein tater 
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¢ GET YOUR GAME ON AGAINST TRACE ADKINS 


DO YOU HAVE WHAT IT TAKES? 

PLAY THE 2008 ATHLON SPORTS COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
PICK'EM GAME THIS FALL FOR A CHANCE TO WIN THE 
ULTIMATE SPORTS AND MUSIC PRIZE PACKAGE. 


PLAY AGAINST PLATINUM RECORDING ARTIST AND 
FORMER COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYER TRACE ADKINS! 


DOZENS OF OTHER UNIQUE PRIZES INCLUDING JVC 

ELECTRONICS, ATHLON SPORTS COLLECTIBLES, AND 
AUTOGRAPHED TRACE ADKINS MERCHANDISE. 
SIGN UP NOW AT 


WWW.ATHLONSPOR COM/GAMEON 
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OFFENSE Nobody was sure what v0. expect 
from quarterback Max Hall last season, 
considering the Arizona State transfer had 
never played in a college game. While he 
absorbed some blindside hits resulting in 
costly fumbles in losses to UCLA and Tulsa, 
Hall was brilliant during the Mountain West 
season. Overall, he threw for 3,848 yards and 
26 touchdowns as BYU ranked first in the 
conference and 14th in the country in passing. 

Similarly, only insiders knew much about 
Harvey Unga going into last season, but he 
rushed for 1,227 yards with a mixture of speed 
and power. 

The Cougar offense relied heavily on 
receiver Austin Collie and tight end Dennis 
Pirea last season as they came back from LDS 
Church missions. And they delivered. Collie 
caught 56 passes, despite dealing with an ankle 
injury early in the season, and Pitta led the 
team with 59 receptions. 

The Cougars return four of the five 
offensive line starters, although right guard 
Travis Bright missed spring drills after 
breaking his leg in the Las Vegas Bowl. 


For the second year in a row, the 
Cougars are entering the season with 
a 10-game winning streak. 


DEFENSE Coach Bronco: Mendenhall believes 
BYU's program took a big step last season by 
proving that seyeral offensive stars could be 
replaced from within. “I think the same thing 
happens now defensively,” he says. “If last year 
is a gauge, and I think it is, then it’s program 
stability now, rather than being tied 
completely to personnel.” 

Just the same, he will welcome back the star 
of the defensive line. Jan Jorgensen was 
remarkably productive at end; he recorded 77 
tackles, including 20 for a loss. 

In the absence of linebackers Bryan Kehl 
and Kelly Poppinga, BYU will need even more 


production than usual from senior David 
Nixon, who’ moving from weak-side 
linebacker to the strong side — Kehl’s old 
spot. A native Texan, Nixon has made game- 
changing sacks against TCU cach of the past 
two years. 

Secondary coach Jaime Hill has done terrific 
work the past two seasons, at one point having 
four former walk-ons as starters in the defensive 
backfield. He's starting over again, possibly 
with more raw talent than before. Much has 
been expected from Brandon Howard since he 
arrived on campus, and now he’s healthy and 
ready to start at cornerback. To continue last 
year’s pattern, former walk-on Scott Johnson 
emerged at the other corner in spring drills. 


SPECIALISTS Mitch Payne kicked three field 
goals in a victory over Utah, but he has very 
limited range. That's why true freshman Justin 
Sorensen, who kicked a 62-yard field goal and 
consistently knocked his kickoffs deep into the 
end zone (from the 40-yard line) in high 
school, is expected to be in the lineup 
immediately. Punter CJ. Santiago was 
inconsistent early in the scason but improved 
after that and ended up just shy of a 40-yard 
average. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Cougars enter 2008 
with winning streaks of 10 (overall), 12 
(home) and 16 (conference) games, although 
two September defeats knocked them out of 
Bowl Championship Series contention. 
Mendenhall’s theme for the season is a 
“quest for perfection,” which he defines as 
trying to improve daily. Still, there’s no doubt 
that Cougar fans expect something close to a 
perfect season in 2008, with all of last year’s 
offensive stars returning and a schedule that’s 
just challenging cnough for BYU to have a 
realistic BCS opportunity. 
If the defense is retooled the way the offense 
was in 2007, BYU should win another MWC 
title and, this time, find itself in the BCS mix. 
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S. 6 atWashington WS. 8 atUCLA L_ 27-37 | Scoring 30.1 pog 7 
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CAREER RECORI 
DEFENSIVE COORDINAT( 


TE 

urprising about the BYU group is the 

vn linemen. They can run much better 
than I thought, " 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 3 Michael Reed (St) 
9 Austin Collie (Jr) 
TE 32 Dennis Pitta (Je) 
1 _ 65 Dallas Reynolds (Sr) 
LG 76 Ray Feinga (Sx) 
C53 Tom Sorensen (Jt) 
RG 74 Travis Bright (Sr) 
RT _ 68 David Oswald (Sr) 
QB 15 Max Hall (Jn) 

RB 45 Harvey Unga (So.) 
RB 11 Manase Tonga (Sr) 


DEFENSE (3) 

DE 99 fan Dulan (Jt) 

NT 52 Russell Tialavea (Je) 
DE 84 Jan Jorgensen (dr) 
LB 43 David Nixon (Sr) 

LB 35 Matt Bauman (Jr) 
LB 42 Shawn Doman (Jt) 
18 _ 37 Vic So’oto (Jt) 

8 4 Brandon Howard (Jr) 
B21 Scott Johnson (dr) 


84 Spencer Hafoka (Fr) 
29 Luke Ashworth (So.) 
88 Andrew George (Jr) 
61 Mark Freeman (So,) 
79 Manaaki Vaitai (Fr) 
64 Ral. Willing (dr) 
70 Matt Reynolds (Fr) 
78 Levi Mack (Je) 

6 Brenden Gaskins (Jr) 
10 dt. Di Luigi (Fr) 

1 Fui Vakapuna (Sr) 


92. Brett Denney (Jr) 
71 Rick Wolfley So.) 
94 Brock Richardson (Sr) 
39 Grant Nelson (S0.) 
39 Grant Nelson (S0.) 
34 Matt AhYou (Jr) 
57 Matt Putnam (Fr) 
17 G Pittman (Fr) 
5 Brandon Bradley (So.) 


KAT 23 David Tafuna (Sr) 2 Jordan Pendleton (Fr) 
S16 Kellen Fowler (Sr) 36 Andrew Rich (So.) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

K dustin Sorensen (Fr) KR 9 Austin Collie (Jr) 
P26 CJ. Santiago (St) PR 9 Austin Collie (Jt) 
RETURNING LEADERS 


tax Hall, 496-298-3,848-12, 26 TDs 
farvey Unga, 244 car, 1,227 yds, 13 TDs 
Receiving: Dennis Pitta, 59 rec., 813 yds., 5TDs 
Tackles: Jan Jorgensen, 77, 40 solo 

Sacks: Jan Jorgensen, 14 

Interceptions: Matt Bauman, 1 for 3 yds. 


(Indicates number of returing starters + BOLD indicates retiring starters 
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TEMPE, ARIZ. SUN DEVIL STADIUM (71,706) 


OFFENSE You'd think the Arizona State Sun 
Devils would feel secure about their offense 
heading into the 2008 season. They return 
senior quarterback Rudy Carpenter, senior 
running back Keegan Herring and a deep and 
talented wide receiving corps that includes 
junior Chris McGaha, who may be among the 
best possession wideouts in the country. So 
why was coach Dennis Erickson fretting 
during spring ball? Because he has to replace 
three starters on an offensive line that didn't 
perform up to expectations last season, when 
ASU’s quarterbacks were sacked 55 times. 

There's no question ASU has the skill 
players to score a lot of points. But Erickson 
must get help up front. ASU lost its best 
lineman, center Mike Pollak, to the NEL and 
plans to start sophomore Jon Hargis at left 
tackle even though Hargis was playing defense 
lase season, 

Ifthe line can keep Carpenter upright, ASU 
should field one of the Pac-10’s most explosive 
offenses. But if Carpenter again becomes a 


pifiata, all bets are off. 


DEFENSE The Sun Devils have a few sure 
things on defense. Ends Luis Vasquez and 
Dexter Davis, who combined for 15 sacks and 
25 tackles for a loss last season, will get after 
quarterbacks. Vasquez, also a solid run- 
stopper, is a potential All-American. 

Safety ‘Troy Nolan, who had six 
interceptions in 2007, has a future in the NFL, 
and sophomore Omar Bolden could develop 
into ASU's best shutdown cornerback since 
Jason Simmons. 

‘The question marks ate the interior of the 
defensive line, where sophomore Jonathan 
English needs to emerge as a consistent every- 


In four games last season — against 
Colorado, Oregon State, Cal and UCLA 
— ASU was down by double digits 
after the first quarter but rallied to win. 


A 


UN DEVILS | 


down player, the cornerback spot opposite 
Bolden and the athleticism of the linebacking 
corps. 

Ryan McFoy’s move from safety to outside 
linebacker should help the defense’s overall 
speed, and Erickson believes junior college 
transfer Terell Carr will solve the problem at 
cornerback, 

ASU plans to expand its defensive package 
in 2008. The Sun Devils stayed mostly in a 
bland 4-3 last season, but coordinator Craig 
Bray was employing more safety and 
cornerback blitzes in the spring. Expect the 
Sun Devils to gamble more now that they've 
been in Erickson’s system for a year. 


SPECIALISTS No worries here. Sophomore 
‘Thomas Weber won the Lou Groza Award last 
year when he made 24-of-25 field goals. Weber 
also handles the punting duties, which isn't 
ideal, but he proved competent in that job as 
well, averaging 39 yards per kick. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Erickson made quite a 
splash in his first year in Tempe, winning 10 
games, guiding the Devils to the Holiday Bowl 
and re-energizing a fan base that had grown 
tired of the program’s inconsistency under 
Dirk Koetter. The encore may prove more 
difficult. ASU does return 13 starters, but the 
offensive line is suspect and the defense’s lack 
of athleticism was exposed by the three teams 
the Sun Devils lost to last year: Oregon, USC 
and Texas. 

ASU also won't have as favorable a schedule 
as it did in 2007, when it played six of its first 
cight games at home. This fall, the Sun Devils 
welcome Georgia to Sun Devil Stadium in 
September, and they have to play California, 
USC, Oregon State and in-state rival Arizona 
on the road. 

‘The Devils wont fall off the map in the Pac- 
10. Erickson is too good of a coach for that. 
But ASU will need everything to go right to 
challenge for a conference title. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (10-3, 7-2) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
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THE QUOTE 


“Dennis Erickson is a good football coach who 
wins whe 
fir d it’s only goir 


to get bette 


ing Pac-10 assistant coach 


OFFENSE (6) 

WR 1 Michael Jones (Sr) 

WR 6 Kyle Williams (Jr) 

WR 13 Chris McGaha (Jr) 
59 Jon Hargis (So,), 
67 Shawn Lauvao (Jt) 
56 Thomas Altieri (dr) 
63 Paul Fanaika (Sr) 
75 Richard Tuitu’u (Jn) 
80 Dane Guthrie (Sr) 
112 Rudy Carpenter (Sr.) 

RB 24 Keegan Herring (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 97 Luis Vasquez (Sr) 
DT 99 Jonathan English (So,) 
DT 90 David Smith (Sr) 
DE 58 Dexter Davis (Jr) 
OLB 44 Travis Goethel (Jt) 
MLB 47 Gerald Munns (Jr) 
OLB 2 Ryan McFoy (Jr) 
CB 32 Omar Bolden (S0.) 
CB 5 Terell Carr (dr) 

SS _ 22 Rodney Cox (St) 
FS 14 Troy Nolan (Sr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 28 Thomas Weber (So.) 
P28 Thomas Weber (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Rudy Carpenter, 398-246-3,202-10, 25 TDs 
Rushing: Keegan Herring, 154 car, 815 yds., STDs 
ris McGaha, 61 rec., 830 yds., 1TD 
‘Tackles: Travis Goethe, 71,43 solo 
Sacks Dexiep Davis, 10515 
Interceptions: Troy Nolan, 6 for 129 yds. 
(testes nerf reusing sates + BOLD neat rein tts 


5 Kerry Taylor (So) 

16 Nate Kimbrough (St) 
16 Nate Kimbrough (St) 
72 Tom Niunge (Jr) 

74 Brent Good (Jt) 

52 Garth Gerhart (Fr) 
66 Matt Hustad (Fr) 

77 AdamTelo (Fr) 

89 Dan Knapp (Fr.) 

15 Danny Sulivan (Ut) 
31 Dimitri Nance (Jr) 


34 James Brooks (Ft) 
71 Sala Falahola (So.) 
65 David Bertrand (Jr) 
45 Jamar Robinson (So.) 
30 Derrall Anderson (Fr) 
52 Morris Wooten (Sr.) 
25 Mike Nixon (dt) 

6 Grant Crunkleton (Jt) 

6 Grant Crunkleton (dt) 

7 deremy Payton (St) 
19 Max Tabach (S0.) 


KR 13 Chris MeGaha (dt) 
PR 6 Kyle Williams (Jr) 
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There wouldn't have been a Rose 
Bowl appearance without the emergence of 
Juice Williams. And there wouldn't be 
preseason Top 25 talk without the junior’s 
return. After struggling with his accuracy as a 
freshman, Williams improved his completion 
percentage by 18 points. It was a bump the 
Coaches expected. Because of his running 
ability, Williams is a nightmare for defensive 
coordinators. He is the team's leading 
returning rusher after gaining 755 yards. He 
kept the game-clinching drive against Ohio 
State going with three runs on third down and 
one on fourth, 

Daniel Dufrene gets the first shot to replace 
Big’Ten MVP Rashard Mendenhall at tailback. 
Dufrene showed flashes of his ability, 
including an 80-yard run that led to the first 
Illini rouchdown at Ohio State. 


The Illinois football team welcomed eight 
January enrollees, including seven high 
‘school seniors who graduated a semester 
early. The best of the bunch could be 
offensive lineman Graham Pocic. 


Arrelious Benn was supposed to be a rookie 
hie, and he delivered. Benn was named the Big 
Ten Freshman of the Year after catching a 
team-best 54 passes. The receiver position 
should be improved. Jeff Cumberland is a 
converted tight end who gained 131 yards in 
the finale against Northwestern. Brian Gamble 
moved from safety during training camp and 
was the team’s No. 4 receiver. 

Three-fifths of the starting offensive line 
returns, led by All-America candidates Ryan 
McDonald and Xavier Fulton. McDonald 
enters his third season at center. 


The line is the strength of the 
defense, starting with second-team All-Big Ten 
end Will Davis. Davis led the Illini with 9.5 
sacks in 2007. The talent at end doesn’t stop 
there. Derek Walker and Doug Pilcher have 50 
career starts between them. Pilcher had 5.5 


PYG 


ik 


sacks in 2007. David Lindquist returns at one 
tackle spot. 

Outside linebacker Brit Miller moves to the 
middle, replacing longtime starter J Leman. 
One outside spot will go to Martez Wilson. He 
shared team Rookie of the Year honors with 
Benn after recording 29 tackles. Ilinois 
coaches think Wilson has star potential. 

All-Big Ten junior Vontae Davis leads a trio 
of talented cornerbacks that also includes Dere 
Hicks and Miami Thomas. The coaches spent 
spring drills trying to find replacements at 
safety. Former Tigers/Cubs farmhand Bo 
Flowers is in the mix. So are Nate Bussey, 
Travon Bellamy and Garrett Edwards. Junior 
college transfer Donsay Hardeman will gee a 
long look. 


The Illini apparently solved 
their punting problem when Anthony Santella 
starred in the Rose Bowl. Longtime kicker 
Jason Reda has graduated, leaving the job to 
cither returnees Matt Brandabur or Michael 
Cklamovski or incoming freshman Derek 
Dimke. Benn is one of the Big Ten’s most 
dangerous return specialists. 


In the past, every time 
Illinois won the Big Ten or went to the Rose 
Bowl, it took a noticeable dip the next season, 
Ron Zook is hell-bent on changing the pattern. 
‘The fourth-year coach wants to follow his first 
BCS berth (Rose Bowl) with a second. And a 
third. And a fourth. The only motivation Zook 
needs to give players is the final score of the 
Rose Bowl: USC 49, Illinois 17. 

“In our last game, we weren't very good,” 
Zook says. 

The schedule provides several stiff 
challenges, starting with the St. Louis opener 
against Missouri. There are back-to-back trips 
to Penn Stare and Michigan to open the Big 
Ten season. If the Illini are undefeated heading 
into mid-October, they will be thinking much 
bigger than a Big Ten title. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (8-4, 6-2) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30. #Missouri * |S. 1 Missouri L 40-34 | BES Par Gane ee Rank 
S. 6 Eastern Ilinois Ws, 8 Westernillinois W 21-0 | Scoring 279 ppg 58 
S. 13 UL Lafayette W | s. 15 atSyracuse W 41-20 | Rushing 2568 ypg 5 
S. 27: at Penn State * | s. 22 at Indiana W 27-14 | passing 168.2 ypg 109 
0. 4 at Michigan * | s, 29 Penn State W 27-20 | Total 425.0 yog 34 
0. 11 Minnesota w “ 
0. 6 Wisconsin W 31-26 
0. 18 Indiana Wl 3 sation att Defense Per Game Rank 
0. 25 at Wisconsin * | 0. 20 wwictigan tL gpay | Sarina 21.8 ppg % 
N. 1 Towa WI oo 97 oh ei Ww gear | Resting 1322 ypg %6 
N. 8 94Western Michigan w | oe: ~~ | Passing 244.6 yog 83 
N.15. Ohio State | ace amtemmneatils  W SI 3768 ypg 55 
N. 22 atNorthwestern.  w | N- 10 atOhioState © W 28-21 
#St. Louis, MO N.17 Northwestern = W. 41-22 
SeDetroit, ME J. 1 #USC L 497 | 2 “15 Wo 


Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor Lindicates a projected win or loss 


#Rose Bowl 


716 


ATIVG ILLIVI [oc 


‘OFFENSE (6) 

WR 9 Arrelious Benn (So.) 
WR 6 Chris James (S0.) 
WR 17 Jeff Cumberland (dr) 
LT 68 Xavier Fulton (St) 
UG 66 Randall Hunt (So) 
C__60 Ryan McDonald (Sr.) 

RG 52 don Asamoah (dr) 74 Brandon Jordan (So,) 
RT_78 Ryan Palmer (So, 75 Mark Jackson (Fr) 
TE 
QB 


26 Brian Gamble (S0.) 
15 Chris Owvalt in) 
21 Kyle Hudson (Sr) 
79 Craig Wilson (Fr) 
62 Eric Block (Sr) 

62 Eric Block (St) 


16 Michael Hoomanawanui (Jr) _ Hubje Graham (Fr) 
10 Eddie McGee (So.) 
5 Mikel LeShoure (Fr) 


7 duice Williams (dt) 
RB 22 Daniel Dufrene (Jr) 


DEFENSE (6) 

DE 81 Will Davis (Sr) 

DT 92 Josh Brent (So.) 

DT 94 David Lindquist (Sr) 

91 Derek Walker (Sr) 
2 Martez Wilson (So.) 

44 Brit Miller (Sr) 

38 Tan Thomas (Fr) 

CB 1 Vontae Davis (Jr) 

CB 28 Dere Hicks (Jr) 

SS Donsay Hardeman (Fr) 

FS 31 Travon Bellamy (So) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K Derek Dimke (Fr) 
P__ 87 Anthony Santella (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Juice Williams, 267-153-1,743-12, 13 TDs 
Rushing: Juice Williams, 165 car, 755 yds., 7 TDs 
Arrelious Benn, 54 rec., 676 yds., 27Ds 
ntae Davis, 76, 56 solo 

‘Sacks: Will Davis, 9.5, 

Interceptions: Vontae Davis, 4 for 0 yds. 


95 Doug Pilcher (Jt) 

56 Sirod Wiliams (St) 

93, D'Angelo McCray (Fr) 

99 Jerry Brown (S0.) 
Justin Staples (Ft) 

43 Sam Carson (St) 

45 Rodney Pittman (Sr) 

14 Miami Thomas (S0.) 
Patrick Nikon (Fr) 

18 Nate Bussey (So.) 

24 Bo Flowers (So) 


BEES 


KR 9 Arrelious Benn (So.) 
PR 15 Chris Duvalt (Jr) 


(4) Indicates numberof returing starters «BOLD ndcates retin starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Seapine 


Som Jordan 


OFFENSE Jonathan Crompton waited three 
years to fulfill his dream of being Tennessee's 
starting quarterback. The 6'4", 220-pound 
Crompton exhibits tremendous arm. strength 
and accuracy and good mobility. He was a 
quick study in new offensive coordinator Dave 
Clawson's multi-faceted system this spring, 
and is expected to make a quick and healthy 
recovery from minor arthroscopic elbow 
surgery performed in April. 

Sophomore Gerald Jones and senior Lucas 
Taylor figure to be two of Crompton’s top 
receiving targets. Jones has displayed great 
open-field running ability operating as a 
hybrid shorgun quarterback. Taylor is a 
disciplined route-runner with sneaky speed 
that enabled him to lead the Vols with 1,000 


yards on 73 receptions. 


back Arian Foster is another proven 
but Foster also returns for his senior 
year with visions 0 ng Travis Henry a 
the school’s all-time leading rusher. Fos 
should benefit fiom the Vols inserting a 
fullback back into their base formation. 

Both the run and pass game are better off 
aying behind a UT offensive line that returns 
s from a unit that allowed @ nation- 
low four sacks. 


The Vols return every starter from an 
offensive line that allowed a nation-low 
four sacks despite having 534 pass 
attempts. That works out to one sack 
every 133.5 attempts. 


DEFENSE The Vols’ front four has grown 
from green into salty, led by All-SEC 
candidate Demonte’ Bolden at tackle. The 
616", 290-pound Bolden should make a name 
for himself as a disruptive player who can force 
offenses to adjust. Dan Williams. posses 
great quickness for a 310-pounder, and ends 
ind Wes Brown are quick off the 


Small in stature, Tennessee's linebackers are 
big on hieting. Junior weak-side backer Rico 
McCoy (6'1", 215) is a fierce striker playing 
alongside middle linebacker Ellix Wilson 
(5'10", 225). Converted safeties Adam Myers- 
White (6'2", 215) and Nevin McKenzie are 
fighting for the strong-side position. 

UT has a deep, talented secondary, led by 
safeties Eric Berry and Demetrice Morley. “I’m 
not sure we've had a pair of safeties like this 
since I've been here,” says defensive 
coordinator John Chavis, a former Vol player 
himself who has served as a UT assistant since 
1989, Berry led SEC freshmen with 86 tackles 
while making five picks for a school-record 
222 yards in returns. Junior Marsalous 
Johnson and sophomore Brent Vinson are the 
favorites to start at cornerback, bue seniors 
Antonio Gaines and DeAngelo. Willingham 
are pushing, 


SPECIALISTS Kicker Daniel Lincoln was a 
freshman All-American last season. C 
Cunningham is expected to handle punting 
duties through the first five games, as Britton 
Colquitt serves a suspension for a violation of 
team rules. Sophomore Dennis Rogan 
emerged from unheralded prospect to one of 
the top return men in the SEC, 


FINAL ANALYSIS Tennessee will be in the 
thick of the SEC East Division race with 15- 
2 position s returning. The Vols’ 
will have a different look but 
mpton’s ability 
nice playmaking with ball security in his 


to ba 
first year as a starter, A star-studded secondary 
anchored by Berry allows the Vols to play 


sively in the frone seven with pressure 


‘The Vols have an opportunity to prove their 
it right away, opening in the Rose Bowl 
against UCLA on Sept. 1 before playing host 
to UAB (Sept. 13) and Florida (Sept. 20) and 
then at Auburn (Sept. 27). 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (10-4, 6-2) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
S. 1 atUCLA * |S. Lat California L 45-31 | GS Per Game Rank 
S. 13 UAB W |S. 8 Southern Miss = W 39-19 | “scoring 32.5 ppg 36 
S. 20 Florida + |S. 15 at Florida L320 | Rushing 139.0 ypg B 
S, 27 at Auburn bie a sale ay bey Passing 2625 ypg 35 
5 of eae Wo. wzatwiss. state w 33-21 | Te 4015 ypg By 
‘ 0. 20 at Alabama L 4-17 | PES Per Game Rank 
0. 18 Mississippi State W |g, 27 South Carolina. W (ot) 27-24 | Scoring 273 pg 6 
0. 25 Alabama WIN. 3 UL Lafayette WwW 59- 7 | Rushing 164.6 ypg 69 
N. 1 atSouth Carolina W | N. 10 Arkansas w 34-13 | Passing 238.6 yp BB 
N. 8 Wyoming Ww | N. 17 Vanderbilt Ww 25-24 | Total 403.3 yp 70 
N. 22 at Vanderbilt W>|N. 24 at Kentucky W (Aol) 52-50 | § epreprtager rer oer eT 
N. 29 Kentucky 1 ee ad Mell ay 50 ry 

Games in bold represent swing games J. 1 #Wisconsin W ay 

‘Wor L indicates a projected win ot loss # Outback Bowl 


RECORD AT SCHOOL: 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DAVE 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


‘CAREER RECORD: 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATO} 


ARIAN FOSTER’ 
. 
THE QUOTE 


"don't know enough about Jonathan Crompton 
but he will have a hard time playing as 
(Erik) Ainge did: Ainge 
temarkable last year 


— Ani opposing 


OFFENSE (8) 
WR 21 Austin Rogers (dt) 

WR 12 Lucas Taylor (Sr) 

\T 79 Chris Scott (Un) 

LG 75 Anthony Parker (Sr) 

© 50 Josh McNeil (Jr) 

RG 65 Jacques McClendon (Jt) 
RT 78 Ramon Foster (Sr) 

TE 80 Jeff Cottam (Jt) 

QB 8 Jonathan Crompton (Jr) 
FB 45 Kevin Cooper (So.) 

TB 27 Avian Foster (Sr) 


DEFENSE (7) 

LE 94 Wes Brown (Jt) 

LT 98 Demonte’ Bolden (St) 
RT 55 Dan Williams (Je) 
RE 91 Robert Ayers (Sr) 
WLB 5 Rico McCoy (Jr) 
MLB 35 Ell Wilson (St) 

SLB 20 Nevin McKenzie (Sr) 
CB 13 Brent Vinson (So.) 
CB 31 Marsalous Johnson (Jr) 
SS 14 Eric Berry (S0,) 

FS 7 Demetrice Morley (Jt), 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 26 Daniel Lincoln (So.) 
P 95 Chad Cunningham (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Jonathan Crompton, 12-7-97-2, 17D 


4 Gerald Jones (So,) 
81 dosh Briscoe (Sr) 
72 Ramone Johnson (S0.) 
51 Viadimir Richard (dr) 
66 Cody Sullns (1) 
74 Jarrod Shaw (S0.) 
70 Darius Myers (So.) 
88 Luke Stocker (So. 
18 Bu. Coleman (Fr) 

Austin Johnson (Fr) 
2 Montario Hardesty (Jt) 


84 Chris Walker (S0) 

95 Walter Fisher (Sr) 

97. Chase Nelson (it) 

99 Ben Martin (S0.) 

43 Savion Frazier (50) 
56. Nick Reveiz (So.) 

48. Adam Myers-White (Sr) 
24 DeAngelo Wingham (Sc) 
37 Antonio Gaines (Sr) 

36 Anthony Anderson (Ft) 
41 Dennis Rogan (S0.) 


KR 41Dennis Rogan (S0,) 
PR 41 Dennis Rogan (S0.) 


Tackles: Rico McCoy, 106, 79 solo 
‘Sacks: Robert Ayers, 4 


Interceptions: Eric Berry, 5 for 222 yds, 
(4 nicates uber fering sates» BOLD nee reusing starters 
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Texas ‘Tech has gone to eight 
straight bowl games under Mike Leach, 
winning five of the last six. The Red Raiders 
have led the NCAA in passing in five of Leach’s 
cight years; they've won 65 games since 2000 
(third-most in the Big 12); and they have won 
at least eight games six straight seasons, With 
18 starters back this year, however, the best 
numbers may be yet to come. 

Quarterback Graham Harrell has passed for 
more than 10,000 yards the last two seasons, 
earning national accolades and his teammates’ 
ultimate respect, Harrell completed 71.8 
percent of his attempts last year, led the nation 
in passing and earned MVP honors in the 
Gator Bowl. If he can avoid some of the costly 
interceptions that plagued him last year (14 
picks), he could contend for the Heisman 
‘Trophy. 


Texas Tech has broken 151 team 
and individual school records 
since Mike Leach arrived in 
Lubbock in 2000. Tech has won 
the NCAA passing ttle five times 
in Leach's eight years. 


While Tech has no superstars at running 
back, the Raiders have plenty of solid options, 
including the '07 leading rusher Shannon 
Woods, At receiver, Tech has both quantity 
and quality. The best of the bunch is 2007 
Biletnikoff Award winner Michael Crabtree, 
who features the speed to outrun defensive 
backs and the strength to run over linebackers. 
Crabtree led the nation in receptions, receiving, 
yards and receiving touchdowns last year while 
becoming the first unanimous All-American at 
Tech since Zach Thomas. Ed Britton, Detron 
Lewis Mortis also are proven 
playmakers, while redshirt freshmen Adam 
James and ‘Tramain Swindall could work their 
way into the rotation, 

‘The Raiders return everyone from an 
offensive line that allowed only 18 sacks in 763 


and Eric 


passing attempts (1.38 per game). The leader 
of the unit is left guard Louis Vasquez, who 
could be a first-day selection in the 2009 NFL. 
Draft. 


Following a disappointing 49-45 
loss at Oklahoma State last September, Leach 
replaced defensive coordinator Lyle Setencich 
with Ruffin McNeill. Under MeNeill, Tech led 
the Big 12 in defense over the final eight games 
of the year. The fiery McNeill welcomes back a 
solid mix of veterans and promising 
newcomers. 

Ferocious pass rusher Brandon Williams (5 
sacks, 11.5 tackles for a loss) is at one end, 
while tackles Rajon Henley and Colby 
Whitlock are outstanding run stoppers. 

Brian Duncan and Marlon Williams anchor 
a solid linebackers corps, while free safety 
Darcel McBath, who has 26 career starts, leads 
the secondary. Left cornerback Jamar Wall is 
also back after a breakout season in which he 
led the team with five interceptions 


concern for 


Perhaps the bigg 
the Raiders is replacing placekicker Alex Tilica, 
who converted 233 consecutive extra point 
attempts, One of the leading candidates is true 
Donnie Carona, Strong-legged 
han LaCour averaged 42.6 yards per punt 


freshman, 


The 2008 season could be 
Texas Tech’s best opportunity to win a 
conference title and earn a BCS bowl bid since 
the creation of the Big 12 in 1996. ‘Tech 
welcomes back one of the best quarterbacks 
and one of the best receivers in the country. 
‘The Raiders also feature a veteran offensive 
line and very few weaknesses on defense. With 
a litle luck in road trips to Kansas and 
Oklahoma and a big home performance 
against Texas, these Raiders could be in 
position to win the school’s first outright 
conference title since 1955. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (9-4, 4-4) || 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30 Eastern Washington W |S. 3 atSMU TRS Offense Per Game Rank 
S. 6 atNevada w} Ss. 8 UTEP W 45-31 | Scoring 40.9 ppg 7 
S. 13 SMU W ]S. 15 atRice W 59-24 | Rushing 593 ypg ng 
S. 20 Massachusetts Ww | S. 22 atOklahoma State L 49-45 | passing 470.3 ypg 1 
0. 4 atKansas State — w_| S- 29 Northwestern State W 75-7 | Total 5296 ypg 2 
0. 11. Nebraska Wis Dp astons Sate W427 | es PerGame Rank 
0. 18 at Texas A&M w. | 13 Texas A&M We 35-7 | ‘scoring 25.9 ppg 7) 
0, 25. at Kansas * ‘ a Pa { ee Rushing 17.0 ypg 82 
Ube eae * | N. 3 at Baylor w 3g 7 | ressna pepe 
N. 8 Oklahoma State = W | 4" 15 at texas L 59-43, | oul 365.4 ypg 45 
N. 22 at Oklahoma I aiaay oweshanes PRESET Marin ——PerGame Rank 
N. 29. Baylor Ws a avirainia wae | 3 -38 87 


Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor Lindicates a projected win or loss 


#Gator Bowl 
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OFFENSE (10) 

WR 5 Michael Crabtree (So.) 
WR 27 Edward Britton (Jt) 
WR 17 Detron Lewis (So,) 
WR 12 Eric Morris (Sr) 

\T 74 Rylan Reed (Sr.) 
LG 65 Louis Vasquez (Sr) 
C51 Shawn Byrnes (Jr) 
RG 76 Brandon Carter (Jt) 
RT _ 67 Marlon Winn (Jr) 
QB 6 Graham Harrell (St) 
RB 32 Aaron Crawford (S0.) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 98 Jake Ratliff (St) 

NT 93 Colby Whitlock (S0.) 
DT 91 Rajon Henley (Jn) 
DE 84 Brandon Williams (Jr) 
OLB 20 Bront Bird (So.) 
MLB 57 Brian Duncan (So.) 
OLB 39 Marlon Williams (dt) 
CB 3 Jamar Wall (Jn) 

CB 1 Marcus Bunton (Sr) 
$S__23 Anthony Hines (Sr) 
FS 7 Darcel McBath (St) 


4 Todd Walker (Jt) 
19 Lyle Leong (So,) 
11 Tramain Swindal (Fr) 
87 Adam James (Fr) 
77 Mickey Okafor (Fr) 
71 Stephen Hamby (Jt) 
73. dustin Keown (S0.) 
78 Lonnie Edwards (Fr) 
70 Chris Olson (So,) 
15 Taylor Potts (S0,) 

2 Shannon Woods (Sr) 


53 Daniel Howard (Jt) 
96 Bobby Agoucha (Ft) 
99 Richard Jones (ir) 

43 Mekinner Dixon (dr) 
45 Tyrone Sonier (Fr) 

52 Victor Hunter (Jt) 

35 Blake Collier (Jt) 

28 Laon Moore (S0.) 

21 De'Shon Sanders (Jn) 
24 Lance Fuller (St) 

10 Danie! Charbonnet (St) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

K Donnie Carona (Fr) KR 27 Edward Britton (Jr) 
P 9 Jonathan LaCour (So.) PR 12 Eri Morris (Sr) 
RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Graham Harrell, 713-512-5,705-14, 48 TDs 
Rushing: Shannon Woods, 84 car, 439 yds., 8TDs 
Receiving: Michael Crabtree, 134 rec., 1,962 ydls., 227Ds 
Tackles: Marlon Williams, 81, 45 solo 

‘Sacks: Brandon Williams, 5 

Interceptions: Jamar Wall, 5 for 9 yds. 


(@) Indicates numberof turning starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE Both quarterback Dennis Dixon 
and running back Jonathan Stewart are gone, 
but junior college running back LeGarrette 
Blount arrived for spring drills and seemed 
ready to fill Stewart’ shoes. 

So the big question mark is replacing 
Dixon. Nate Costa comes closest to 
resembling Dixon's dual-threat abilities, but he 
tore knee ligaments last October, and Justin 
Roper stepped up to throw four touchdown 
passes in the Sun Bowl. The winner of their 
duel will chrow to an unproven receiving corps 
led by Jaison Williams, who will probably 
finish as Oregon's all-time leading receiver but 
has had inconsistent hands throughout his 
career. The hope in Eugene is that the lure of 
an NEL contract will spur Williams to greater 
heights in his senior season. 

The line is in better shape, headed by center 
Max Unger, left tackle Fenuki Tupou and 
emerging sophomore C.E. Kaiser. Unger is an 
All-America candidate. 

Blount will take Stewart's role poun 
away between the tackles, with fellow running 
back Jeremiah Johnson lining up all over 


Oregon's spread-option formations. 


DEFENSE The Ducks are strong in the back 
seven, beginning with rover Patrick Chung 
and cornerbacks Jairus Byrd and Walter 
‘Thurmond III. They'e all big-play producers 
who aren't afraid to sacrifice their bodies 
against the run. 

Outside linebacker Jerome Boyd headlines 
his uni, but sophomore Casey Matthews — 
son of Clay and nephew of Bruce — is a 
budding scar in the middle 

Ends Nick Reed (12 sacks in 2007) and 

i a strong tandem, but depth 


Oregon's six quarterbacks have combined 
for two career starts — one each by 
sophomores Cody Kempt and Justin Roper. 


on the defensive line is an issue. The Ducks 
brought in junior college transfers Justin 
Thompson and Blake Ferras to shore up the 
tackles, and the reserve ends are all unproven 
youngsters. Fifth-year seniors Cole Linehan 
and Ra’Shon Harris will be the first options at 
tackle, but Thompson could be too talented to 
hold off for long. 


SPECIALISTS Marc Evensen has been solid in 
his career, unless he was attempting a game- 
winning kick against Oregon State; he’s missed 
one of those each of the last two years. Josh 
Syria had an impressive spring, and Ducks 
coach Mike Bellotti thinks he could be one of 
the program's best punters ever. Oregon will 
miss Stewart in the return game, but perhaps 
speedy USC transfer Jamere Holland, a 
potential starting receiver, will be the answer 
there. 


FINALANALYSIS Under Bellotti, Oregon has 
always been known for its offense, but defense 
might have to carry the Ducks in 2008, at least 
to start the season. There isn’t a quarterback on 
the roster with more than one career start, the 
top running back is coming off knee surgery 
and the receivers are mostly unproven. The 
Ducks believe Costa is the kind of leader who 
can rally the team, and a dynamic athlete in 
the spread-option offense, but he'll need to get 
his feet under him quickly as the Ducks open 
with rival Washington. 

The schedule doesn't do Oregon any favors 
after thar, either, as the Ducks go on the road 
to face USC, California and Arizona State this 
fall. The best-case scenario is that by the time 
those games roll around, Costa (or Roper) has 
the offense playing near its 2007 level, while 
the defense is forcing turnovers and repeating 
its stingy ways in the red zone. Then, the 
Ducks could challenge for a solid finish in the 
murky Pac-10. But if the quarterback play is 
still unsettled entering October, things will 
look a lot less rosy for Oregon. 


A. 30. Washington W |S. 1 Houston Ww 48-27 PerGame Rank 
S. 6 Utah State w|S. 8 atMichign  W 307 382 ppg 2 
S. 13 at Purdue w |S. 15 Fresno State  W 52-21 2517 ypa 6 
S. 20 Boise State w | S. 22 at Stanford W 55-31 215.9 ypg 4 
S. 27 atWashington State w | S- 29 California L 31-24 4675 ypg 10 
0. 4 atusc + |(O-13) Washington State Wi 33 7)\| gaa PerGame Rank 
O11 UCLA w | 9 20 atWashington —W 55-34 |" 735 pa 77 
0.25 atArizona State * | 0 27 USC A ay Rushing 1328 ypg 38 
No 1 at California Wile aseeeeee | VO SS2 | ec 249.2 yp9 85 
N. 8 Stanford WT i 24 atuclA eps O Total 382.0 ypg 60 
N. 15 Arizona W] 5 1 Oregon State (ot) 36-31, | LLL ACSC ares 
N. 29 atOregonstate Wy 31 gsouth Florida w s6é-21 | +9 69 18 

Gans in bol epresent sing games 

Wertindeats projected win ooss +#Sun Bowl 


RECORD AT SCHOOL: 


(OFFENSIVE COORDINATO! 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


CAREER RECORI 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


, 


JAISON'WILHAMS 
= 
THE QUOTE 


4 daison Williams (St) 
23 Jeff Maehl (So.) 

18 Jamere Holland (So.) 
UT 57 FenukiTupou (St) 
1G 68 CE Kaiser (So) 
C60 Max Unger (Sr) 

RG 71 Mark Lewis (St) 

RT 78 Jacob Hucko (St) 
TE 83 Ed Dickson (Jt) 

QB 7 Nate Costa (So.) 

RB 24 Jeremiah Johnson (St) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 49 Nick Reed (Sr.) 

DT 97 Cole Linehan (Sr.) 

DT 30 dustin Thompson (Jr) 
DE 39 Will Tukuafu (Jr) 
WiB 25 Kevin Garret (J) 
MLB 55 Casey Matthews (50) 
SLB 13 Jerome Boyd (Sr) 
CB 32 Jairus Byrd (Jr) 

€B 6 Walter Thurmond Il (Jr) 
ROV 15 Patrick Chung (Sr. 
FS 2 Ta. Ward (de) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K_ 85 Matt Evensen (Sc) 
P 80 dosh Syria (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


8 Terence Scott (St) 
89 Aaron Pilugrad (S0.) 
82 Drew Davis (60) 

69 BoThran (S0.) 

54 Jordan Holmes (S0.) 
51 deff Kendall Sr) 

63 don Teague (St) 

79 Mark Asper (So.) 

26 Malachi Lewis (So.) 
11 dustin Roper (So.) 
9 LeGarrette Blount (Jr) 


88 Brandon Bair (S0.) 
91. Ra’Shon Harris (St) 
95 Tonio Celotto (So,) 

98 Dominic Glaver (Fr) 
52 Terrance Pritchett (Fr) 
40 John Bacon (Sr) 

35 Spencer Paysinger (So) 
17 Wille Glasper (dr) 

37. Talmage Jackson II Ga) 
29 Todd Doxey (Fr) 

1 Marvin Johnson (S0.) 


KR 22 Andre Crenshaw (Jc) 
PR 89Aaron Pflugrad (So) 


Passing: Justin Roper, 61-32-342-2, 6TDs 
Rushing: Andre Crenshaw, 105 car, 415 yds., 4TDs 
Receiving: Jaison Williams, 55 rec., 844 yds., 8 TDs 


Tackles: Patrick Chung, 117, 71 solo 


Sacks: Nick Reed, 12 


Interceptions: Jairus Byrd, 7 for 31 yds. 


( nccates number of rtrring starters + OLD incest rting satrs 
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OFFENSE South Florida junior quarterback 
Matt Grothe is sometimes described as a “poor 
man’s Tim Tebow.” The comparison isn't far 
off, although Grothe’ improvisational style 
can be reminiscent of Doug Flutie. To make 
the next step — to join Tebow in the 
legitimate Heisman conversation — Grothe 
must become a better decision-maker. Nine of 
14 South 
Florida’ four losses, including a career-high 
four against Cincinnati. 

Grothe has led South Florida in rushing for 
two straight seasons, although running back 
Mike Ford might challenge that streak, Ford, 
one of the nation’s most productive true 
freshman tailbacks, is a strong candidate to 
He had a 
hing fast 


his 14 interceptions occurred in 


earn first-team All-Big East honor 
m-leading 12 touchdowns, fin 
with 134 yards against Syracuse and 140 
1o-back wee 


315 


senior Taurus Johnson, 
y fast target, is h 


te: 


against Louisville in ba 


Defensive end George Selvie 
recorded 31.5 tackles for a 
loss last season, just 
missing the NCAA single 
season record of 32. 


On the perimeter, 
an elusive and deceptively 
of the receivers, although sophomore Carlton 
Mitchell, who set South Florida freshman 
records for catches (37) and receiving yards 
(537), is the most talented play 

The offensive line should be a strong point. 
The unit averages 310 pounds and retu 
four of its five starters 


der 


ns 


The lone newcomer is 
right tackle Jacob Sims, the top option to 
replace dependable Walt Walker, although 
there could be fierce competition for the job. 


DEFENSE You start with junior end George 
Selvie, a first-team All-American, who had 
14,5 sacks and led the nation with 31.5 tackles 
for a loss. 

You continue wi 


McKenzi 


h senior linebacker Tyrone 
transfer who led South Florida in 


tackles and immediatel 
role in his first season. 

Then you head to the secondary, and ... 
oops! Problem. Concerns. The Bulls must 
replace arguably the nation’s finest cornerback 
tandem in Mike Jenkins and Trae Willia 
No easy task there, but the Bulls have capable 
safeties in Carlton Williams and Nate Allen. 

Overall, the defensive unic doesn’t figure to 
y drop-off. Irs still ultra-athletic, built 
for speed and known for its ball-hawking 
tendencies (forcing 42 turnovers last season), 

Ie has display 
nst larger offensive lines and power backs, 


y assumed a leadership 


ns. 


see a 


ed a pronounced weakness 


aga 
si 
though, surrendering an average of 228 


rushing yards in its four losses last season. 


SPECIALISTS Junior 
Alvarado. is 
Although he converted 10 of his final 11 field- 
goal attempts, Alvarado made things 
adventurous in the carly season (particularly 
with four missed field goals that nearly 
prevented an overtime victory at Auburn). 
Alvarado was better as the punter, averaging 
41.6 yards, while becoming a weapon with 
placement and hang time. 


Delbert 
improve. 


placekicker 


under pressure to 


y too 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Bulls, No. 2 in last 
season's initial Bowl Championship Series 
standings before suffering a three-game losing 
streak, believe they are poised to claim the Big 
East Conference championship. With 15 
returning 


starters. — including cight on 


offense — they certainly should contend for 


the program's first league title. But consistency 
will be the true barometer of South Florida's 
progress. Can Grothe avoid the crushing 
mistakes? Can Selvie maintain his All-America 
level? South Florida could make its regular- 
season finale at West Virginia into the de facto 
Big East championship game. But its ve 
must perform like experienced players, or else 
the program will settle for another good 
season, not a great one. 


ans 


A. 30 Tennessee-Martin WS. 1 Elon W 2343 | Per Game Rank 
S. 6 at UCF w}S. 8 at Auburn W(ot) 26-23 | ‘Scoring 347 ppg 2 
S. 12 Kansas % |S. 22 North Caroling W 37-10 | Rushing 185.0 ypa 2 
S. 20 atFla. International W | S- 28 West Virginia W 21-13 | passing 229.1 ypa 56 
S. 27 at NC State w | 0. 6 atFlorida Atlantic W 35-23 | Total 414.1 ypg B 
0. 2 Pittsburgh W | 13 UF W612 | pees Per Game ___ Rank 
0. 18 Syracuse w|? at Rutgers L pee Scoring 23.4 ppg 38 
0. 25 at Louisville w e z ea 7 a Rushing 1305 ypg 34 
0. 30 at Cincinnati w ee 33 | passing 2121 ypa 34 
N. 10 atSyracuse = W 41-10 
N,15 Rutgers +. Total 342.6 ypg 2B 
oS w | N27 Louisville W 55-17 
l. onnecticut NN. 24 at Pittsburgh w 48-37 [TO Margin Per Game Rank 
D. 6 atWest Virginia L D. 31 #Oregon (’ 56-21 +9 69 18 
Camesin bold eresnt vig games 
Wer icates orld wit ores +#Sun Bowl 


HEAD COACH: RECORD AT SCHOOL: 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


CAREER RECORD: 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


marcromHe =) 
THE QUOTE 


"There are some big hol 
loffitt and both corners (Mike 
iliams) gone, and 


linebacker Ben \ 
akins and Trae 


replace their experience or pl 


very easily. 


abili 


An op 


OFFENSE (8) 
WR = 2 Carlton Mitchell (So.). 
‘89 Taurus Johnson (Sr) 

1 Marcus Edwards (Sr) 
UT 78 Marc Dile (Sr.) 

65 Ryan Schmidt (Sr.) 

C 77 Jake Griffin (Sr) 

61 Zach Hermann (So.) 

64 Jacob Sims (S0.) 

TE — 9 Cedric Hill (Sr.) 

8 Matt Grothe (Jr) 

26 Mike Ford (So.) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 90 darriett Buie (Sr.) 

NT 97 Terrell McClain (S0.) 
DT 98 Aaron Harris (Jr) 

DE 95 George Selvie (Jr) 
‘SLB 49 Chris Robinson (Jt) 
MLB 27 Tyrone McKenzie (Sr) 
WLB 53 Brouce Mompremier (Sr) 
CB 6 Tyler Roberts (Sr) 
CB 3 Jerome Murphy (Jr) 
$S 32 Carlton Williams (Sr) 
FS 5 Nate Allen (Jr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 25 Delbert Alvarado (Jr) 
P 25 Delbert Alvarado (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Sacks: George Selvie, 14.5 


5 on defense with 


ou don’t 
ymaking 


5 Au, Love (So,) 
87 Jessie Hester Jr (Ut) 
81 Dontavia Bogan (So.) 
72. Joe Herchauser (So) 
71 Matt Huners (St) 
66 Kevin McCaskil (Fr) 
55 Jeremiah Warren (Fr) 
79 Chaz Hine (Fr) 
82 Ben Busbee (Jr) 
15 Grant Gregory (St) 
30 Benjamin Williams (St) 


93 Matt Aycox (dr) 

62 Sampson Genus (S0,) 

51 Keith MeCaskil (Fr) 
David Bedford (So,) 

42 Kion Wilson (dr) 

57, Alonzo McQueen (So.) 
43 Sabbath Joseph (S0.) 
George Baker (Fr) 

16 Quenton Washington (Ft) 
7 Louis Gachette (St) 

17 Danny Verpaele (St) 


KR_ 3 Jerome Murphy (dr) 
PR 11 Marcus Edwards (Sr) 


Passing; Matt Grothe, 392-232-2,670-14, 141Ds 
Rushing: Matt Grothe, 198 car, 872 yds., 10TDs 
Receiving: Carlton Mitchell, 37 rec., 537 yds., 4TDs 
Tackles: Tyrone McKenzie, 121, 78 solo 


Interceptions: Nate Allen, 4 for 44 yds. 
(Indicates numberof returning starters « BOLD indicates retiring starters 
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CourtiandRichards 


OFFENSE Virginia Tech’s offensive line has to 
be better, if only because of experience. It 
certainly can’t get any worse. The only starter 
Tech lost was left tackle Duane Brown. Coach 
Frank Beamer decided to fill Brown's spot by 
moving junior Ed Wang from right tackle. 
Tech's biggest offensive questions involve the 
quarterbacks, running backs and wide 
receivers. Senior Sean Glennon and sophomore 
Tyrod Taylor split time at quarterback last 
season. ‘Tech rotated them for the final five 
games, in which it went 4-1. Beamer and 
offensive coordinator Bryan Stinespring aren't 
sure what approach they'll use this season, But 
one option they haven't eliminated is 
redshirting Taylor to save a year of eligibility. 
Branden Ore led Tech in rushing last fall for 
the second consecutive season. But Beamer 
tired of Ore’s off-field issues and decided to 
part ways with him in the offseason. Junior 
Kenny Lewis Jr. was next in line, but he might 
be out through September with a shoulder 
injury. True freshman Ryan Williams, a prized 
recruit, could contend for the tailback spot. 


34 


Tech lost four receivers after last season. 
Only two of their returning receivers, Zach 
Luckett and Ike Whitaker, have caught a pass 
in a college game. Luckett has two career 
catches, Whitaker three. Expect freshmen to 
play here, Cornerback Victor Harris also will 
contribute. 


DEFENSE The Hokies ranked fourth 
nationally last season in yards allowed and 
third in points allowed, but must replace seven 
starters — all of whom received invitations to 
the NFL combine. 

‘Three of four defensive linemen are gone. 
‘The new starters are sophomore end Jason 


Tech allowed 54 sacks last season, 
tied for third-most in the country. 
The Hokies allowed 29 in 2006. 


Worilds, sophomore tackle John Graves and 
junior tackle Cordarrow Thompson. Junior 
tackle Demetrius Taylor, a converted end, 
could provide depth after playing surprisingly 
well in the spring. Tech needs his 
contributions because it likes to rorate tackles. 

Linebacker is the defense’s major loss. Vince 
Hall and Xavier Adibi formed one of the 
nation’s best linebacker tandems, so seniors 
Brett Warren and Purnell Sturdivant have little 
chance to measure up to that standard in their 
first season as starters. Still, Warren played 
admirably lasc season when he started four 
games after Hall injured his wrist. 

Ie’s musical defensive backs in the secondary. 
Harris, a senior, moves from field to boundary 
corner to replace Brandon Flowers, who went 
pro a year early. Stephan Virgil or Rashad 
Carmichael will replace him. Kam Chancellor 
moves from rover to free safery to replace D.J. 
Parker. Dorian Porch and Davon Morgan will 
battle for the rover spot. The secondary seems 
like the strongest part of Tech's defense. 


SPECIALISTS The Hokies have had 
remarkable consistency at kicker. From 1996 
through 2006, they used only three. Then Jud 
Dunlevy had a one-year stint last year as a 
fifth-year senior. Now fifth-year senior Dustin 
Keys is next in line. Expect Harris, a standout 
running back in high school, to dazzle as a 
return man. Last year at Clemson, he ran back 
a kickoff 100 yards for a touchdown. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Tech's offense must be 
better — especially the line, which was 
dreadful at points last season. With seven 
defensive starters gone, the Hokies can't lean 
on that unit as much as they did last year. 
Regardless of the quarterback situation, Tech 
must be able ro run the ball, long a key to its 
offensive success. Sure, no team in the Coastal 
Division seems imposing, but the Hokies have 
too many uncertainties to bank on a return 
trip to the conference championship game. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (1F3, 7-1) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30 #East Carolina © W |S. 1 EastCarolina = W 17-7 

6 Furman ws 8 atisu L 47 
S. 13. Georgia Tech w| S15 Ohio W 27 
$20 at North Carolina * | S. 22 Willam&Mary W 44-3 
S. 27 atNebraska w| S29 North Carolina = W- 17-10 
0. 4 Western Kentucky  W e “4 acen 4 Er 

+ | 0. 13 at Duke 
Bae remem canoe | 0, 25 Boston colege —L_ 14-10 | Scoring 3 
heehee w | 2 atGeorgiatech Ww 27-3 | Rushing 5 
Nata W | N10 Florida State W 40-21 Passing 2 
Noor W | Ne 22 Miami Ww 4414 | Total 4 
Nee N. 24 at Virginia W 33-21 | parr == 
N. 29 Virginia Wp 1 atBoston College w 30-16 | MMi a 
‘#Charlatte, NC Misi otuee dares em 2D 4 
fas ee gc a om 
W or indicates a projected win o loss #Orange Bow! 


HEAD COACH: FRA’ RECORD AT SCHO( 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATO! 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


CAREER RECORD: 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 8UD 


TYROD TAYLOR 


THE QUOTE 


hey'll be better on offense becau: 
quarterback (Taylor) is super dynamic, 
be better. He's one of the best athletes 


that 
ind he'll 
around.” 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 80 Brandon Dillard (Jt) 3 Ike Whitaker (Jr) 
WR 16 Zach Luckett (So.) Dyrell Roberts (Fr.) 
LT 77 Ed Wang (Je) 71 Aaron Brown (S0.) 
UG 67 Nick Marshman (Sr) 76 William Alvarez (Fr) 
C58 Ryan Shuman (Sr) 60 Beau Warren (So, 
RG 70 Sergio Render (Jr) 68 Jaymes Brooks (Fr) 
RT 62 Blake DeChristopher (Ft) 57 Clark Crum (So.) 
TE 8 Greg Boone (Jr) 18 Sam Wheeler (Jr) 
QB 5 Tyrod Taylor So.) 7 Sean Glennon (Sr) 
FB 42 Kenny Jefferson (Jc) 44 Devin Perez (Sr) 
RB 32 Darren Evans (Ft) Ryan Wiliams (Fr) 


DEFENSE (4) 

DE 6 Jason Worilds (So.) 

DT _91 John Graves (Sa) 

IT 95 Cordarrow Thompson (dr) 
DE 90 Orion Martin (Sr) 

LB 33 Brett Warren (St) 

LB 45 Purnell Sturdivant (Sr) 
LB 41 Cam Martin (dr) 

CB 22 Stephan Virgil (ie) 
cB 
ss 
FS 


47. Nekos Brown (Jt) 

56 Demetrius Taylor (Jt) 

93, Kwamaine Battle (Fr) 

82 Steven Friday (So) 

52 Barquell Rivers (Ft) 
Quilie Odom (Fr) 

26 Cody Grimm (dt) 

21 Rashad Cormichael (So) 

9 Cris Hl (Fr) 

2 Dayon Morgan (S0.) 

30 Alonzo weedy (Fr) 


g 


1 Victor Harris (St) 
24 Dorian Porch (ur) 
17 Kam Chancellor (Jr) 

‘SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 6 Dustin Keys (St) 

P 97 Brent Bowden (Jt) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Sean Glennon, 235-143-1,796-5, 12 TDs 
Rushing: Tyrod Taylor, 102-car, 429 yds., 670s 
Receiving: Sam Wheeler, 15 rec., 211 yds., 11D 
‘Tackles: Kam Chancellor, 79, 42 solo 

‘Sacks: Orion Martin, 65, 

Interceptions: Victor Harris, 5 for 61 yas. 


KR 1 Victor Harris (Sr) 
PR 1 Victor Harris (Sr) 


( nticates number of retring sorters + BOLD nists retrning starters 


81 


Ly 
Li 


ly r FE 
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Is the glass half-empty or half-full 
when it comes to this Rutgers offense? Irs half- 
empty to those who believe that replacing Ray 
Rice — the best running back in school 
history — and three quality offensive linemen 
is asking too much. Its half-full to those who 
see the return of a proven senior quarterback 
and two 1,000-yard receivers and some 
promising young talent. 

Mike ‘Teel, who passed for 3,147 yards and 
20 touchdowns last year despite a nagging 
injury to his throwing hand, will oversee what 
should be the Big East's most entertaining 
ng game. Rutgers produced only a single 
1,000-yard receiver in its first 139 years of 
football. Kenny Brite (1,232 yards) and 
Tiquan Underwood (1,100) both topped thar 
figure last season. 

‘Tailback remains a concern, especially since 
Kordell Young, Rice’s heir apparent, is coming 
off major knee surgery that sidelined him 
almost all of last season. Redshire freshman 
Jourdan Brooks, who arrived as a 255-pound 
fullback, has impressed in practice as a 234- 
pound tailback. 


i 


Rutgers’ two-year total of 19 wins is 
the most for the program since 1975 
and 1976, when the school combined 
for 20 victories. 


‘The line has to be rebuilt, bue it will be 
anchored by Anthony Davis, a freshman All- 
American at right guard last year. The 6'6", 
325-pound Davis has moved to left tackle to 
protect Teel’s blind side. 


The Knights were solid defensively 
last year, ranking 17th overall nationally. They 
have a chance to be dominant this season. With 
a deep defensive line and a secondary that 
should rate as one of the Big East's best, the key 
to the unit’s success will be the linebacker play. 
It has a chance to be dramatically improved 
now that middle linebacker Ryan D'Imperio is 


Ni ra WIGHT S | 


back and healthy. Shortly after winning the 
starting job in the spring of 2007, D’Imperio 
shattered his leg. He tried to return in the fall 
in a backup role but wasn't the same player. 
These days, D'Imperio is bouncing around 
again, showing no ill effects from the injury. 

When free safety standout Courtney Greene 
decided not to enter the NFL Draft, it 
solidified a secondary thar has star quality 
throughout (though depth is a concern there). 
Greene has led Rutgers in tackles in two of his 
three seasons. 

Rutgers features five proven players to rotate 
at defensive end, headed by senior Jamaal 
Westerman, who has 20 career sacks. True 
freshman Score Vallone could make an 
immediate impact at the tackle spot opposite 

ran Pete Tverdov. 


Jeremy Ito left as Rutgers’ carcer 
scoring leader and the best placekicker in 
school history. Now the Knights will find out 
what kind of mentor he was after he took San 
San Te under his wing last year. Te, a redshirt 
freshman, has shown tremendous promise 
already. Junior college transfer Teddy 
Dellaganna, who also redshired last season, is 
expected to handle the punting chores. 


Coach Greg Schiano has 
already called this the most talented roster in 
school history. Depending on how quickly 
some of the underclassmen produce, that 
should mean a fourth straight bowl appearance 
for Rutgers. Replacing Rice wont be easy, but 
a running back-by-committee approach could 
work. Some uncertainty exists because of five 
new assistants on the staff, but Schiano is still 
pulling double duty as defensive coordinator. 
That means Rutgers should be good again 
defensively. The October portion of the 
schedule isn’t kind — road games with West 
Virginia, Cincinnati and Pitt, with a home 
game against Connecticut — but another 
eight-win season is well within reach. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (8-5, 3-4) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
S. 1 Fresno State Ww | A. 30 Buffalo W 38-3 | ae Per Game Rank 
S. 11 North Carolina WS. 7 Navy W 41-24 | ‘Scoring 328 ppg 3B 
S. 20. at Navy w |S. 15 Norfolk State = W 5% 0 | Rushing 1980 ypq % 
S. 27 Morgan State w |S. 29 Maryland L 34-24 | passing 251.3 ypg 42 
0. 4 atWest Virginia L | 0. 6 Cincinnati L 28-23 | total 449.3 yg 18 
0. 11 at Cincinnati w | 0. 13 at Syracuse W 36-14 | peg aoe = 
0. 18 Connecticut W.| 0. 18 South Florida © w 30-27 | RASH a 
0.25 at Pittsburgh + | 0. 27 WestVirgiia L313 | org ae 
N. 8 Syracuse w|N. 3 atConnecticut © L 38-19 ty ieee 2 
N.15 atSouth Florida + | N. 9 at Army wae | es v 
N. 22. Army w | N. 27 Pittsburgh w 20-16 | 10 oe 
D4 Louisville w_| N. 29 at Louisville L 4138 | TT 
J. 5 #Ball State W 52-30 | -6 ~46 B 


‘Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor L indicates a projected win or ss 


# international Bow! 


UNDERWOOD 


OFFENSE (7) 

‘WR_ 88 Kenny Britt (dr) 

WR 7 Tiquan Underwood (St) 
LT 75 Anthony Davis (So) 
LG 78 Kevin Haslam (Jr) 
C61 Ryan Blaszczyk (Jr.) 
RG 60 Caleb Ruch (Fr) 

RT 70 Mike Gilmartin (St) 
TE 89 Kevin Brock (Sc) 

QB 14 Mike Teel (St) 

FB 37 Andres Morales (So.) 
RB _ 8 Kordell Young (So.) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 31 George Johnson (dc) 

DT 97 Pete Tverdov (Sr) 

DT _ Scott Vallone (Fr) 

DE 90 Jamaal Westerman (St) 
34 Kevin Malast (Sr) 

LB 44 Ryan D'imperio (dr) 

LB 17 Damaso Munoz (Jr) 

CB 25 Jason McCourty (St) 

(CB 21 Devin McCourty (Jt) 

SS _ 26 Joe Lefeged (So) 

FS 36 Courtney Greene (St) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K  12SanSanTe (Fr) 
P 96 Teddy Deltaganna (S0.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Mike Teel, 49-203-3,147-13, 20TDs 

bu Lovelace, 82 car, 332 yds, 47Ds 
Receiving: Tiquan Underwood, 65 rec. 1,100 yds, 7TDs 
Tackles: Courtney Greene, 101, 54 solo 

‘Sacks: Jamal Westerman, 8 

Interceptions: Devin McCourty 2 for 36 yds. 


2 Tim Brown (dr) 

5 Dennis Campbell (Jr) 
73 Desmond Stapleton (Fr) 
76 Mo Lange (So.) 

62 Marlon Romulus (S0.) 
74 Howard Barbieri (So) 
Art Forst (Fr) 

3 Shamar Graves (S0.) 
11 Domenic Natale (dr) 
19 ack Corcoran (ir) 
39 Jourdan Brooks (Fr) 


92 Gary Watts (Sr) 
55 Jamiel Farrington (Fr) 
90, Jamaal Westerman (Sr) 
45 Alex Silvestro (So) 

51. Manny Abreu (Ft) 

50 Antonio Lowery (So.) 
48 Blair Bines (Jr) 

35 Billy Anderson (ut) 

30) Brandon Bing (So.) 

6 Glen Lee (St) 

20 Davon Smart (Jr) 


KR 2 Tim Brown (Jt) 
PR 5 Dennis Campbell (Jt) 


(nicates erm of retursing starters + BOLD indicates retuning starters 
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OFFENSE The Nittany Lions need a 
quarterback, and the most likely choice is 
Daryll Clark. A charismatic senior, Clark puta 
charge in Penn State's offense in its Alamo 
Bowl victory over Texas ASM. Although he's 
not as quick as former standout Michael 
n, to whom he is often compared, 
a threat to run, as he proved in rushing 
for 50 yards and a touchdown against the 
Aggies. Bue can he pass? More to the point, 
can he pass well enough to hold off redshirt 
sophomore Pat Devlin? That's to be 
determined. 

The Lions need a tailback, too, and redshirt 
sophomore Evan Royster is all but certain to 
claim that spot. Backing up Rodney Kinlaw, 
the 6'1", 212-pound Royster averaged 6.3 
yards per carry last season. Behind him is 
redshirt freshman Stephfon Green. The 
quicker of the two, Green should give Penn 
State a breakaway threat it lacked in 2007. 
Elsewhere, the Lions are loaded. Seniors 
Deon Butler, Jordan Norwood and Derrick 
Williams highlight an experienced receiver 
corps. And the senior-laden line should be a 
strength as well, with all five starters returning. 


Penn State has only one top 10 finish 
(AP poll) in the last decade. The Nittany 
Lions ended the 2005 season ranked 
No. 3 in the nation. 


DEFENSE Penn State's front seven should be 
solid, even with All-America hopeful Sean Lee 
out for the season with a knee injury. Junior 
end Maurice Evans is a one-man gang, having 
racked up 14 sacks in his first two seasons. He's 
the main reason why the Lions led the Big Ten 
i year with 46. Penn State also 
should have great depth at tackle, provided 
Phil Taylor and Chris Baker return from 
disciplinary suspensions and Jared Odrick 
(ankle) and Devon Still (knee) get healthy. 


At linebacker, the Lions will definitely miss 
Lee and the graduated Dan Connor. But 
they've got a returning starter in fifth-year 
senior Tyrell Sales and plenty of inexperienced 
bur highly regarded prospects. Sophomore 
Bani Gbadyu will fill in for Lee, while hard- 
hitting sophomore Chris Colasanti is expected 
to take over for Connor in the middle. Insiders 
have touted the 6 pounder as Penn 
State's next great linebacker. 

OF more concern is the secondary, where 
junior A.J. Wallace is the probable choice to 
replace All-Big Ten cornerback Justin King. 
Wallace looked great in the Alamo Bowl, 
finishing with five tackles and an interception. 
But King will be missed, and depth at all four 
spots is a concern. 


SPECIALISTS Kevin Kelly may be “his own 
worst enemy sometimes,” as Joe Paterno has 
suggested. But he did make 20-of-26 field goal 
tempts as a junior, finishing fourth in the Big 
in scoring. Jeremy Boone had a man 
sophomore season, leading the Big Ten in 
punting average at 43 yards per attempt. The 
return game seems to be in secure hands. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Lions really have no 
business finishing as low as the middle of the 
Big Ten pack. They return 18 players with 
substantial starting experience, including their 
entire offensive line and their top three pass 
catchers. 

So why is there so much concern in Happy 
Valley? Maybe because of the uncertainty 
quarterback. Maybe because the schedule 
dispatches Penn State to Ohio State and 
Wisconsin, where it has won a combined ty 
games since joining the Big Ten, Or mayb 


lous 


just a feeling. Except for the 2005 season, in 
which they went 11-1, the Lions have fallen 
shore of greatness in the past decade, 


sometimes far short. Given their recent history, 
there's no reason to start talking BCS. Not yet, 
any) 


ee 
A. 30 Coastal Caroling  W | S, 1 Fla. International W 59-0 | ORES Per Game Rank 
S. 6 Oregon State W]S. 8 Notre Dame W 31-10 | ‘Scoring 303 ppg 45 
S. 13 at Syracuse w |S. 15 Buffalo W 45-24 | Rushing 193.8 yoo 29 
S. 20 Temple w | S. 22 at Michigan L 14-9 | Passing 2063 yog 75 
$. 27 Mlinois + |S. 29 atlllinois L 27-20 | Total 400.1 yp 55 
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0. 25 at Ohio State L Passing 2145 yp 9 
nye w | N 3 Purdue W 26-19 | so 308.2 ypa a 
ade N. 10 atTemple Ww 31-0 
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HEAD COACH: RECORD AT SCHOOL: 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 1 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


CAREER RECORD: 
|EFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


THE QUOTE 
"The thing t! rt th 
recruiting is just the inst: 
finally going to go. They los 
te at thi uldn’ 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 2 Derrick Williams (Sr.) 
3 Deon Butler (Sr) 

24 Jordan Norwood (St) 

76 Gerald Cadogan (Sr) 

64 Rich Ohmberger (Sr) 

C 57 A.Q. Shipley (Sr) 

641 Stefen Wisniewski (S0.) 

73 Dennis Landolt (Jr.) 

82 Mickey Shuler (Jr) 

17 Darl Clark (Sr) 

22 Evan Royster (So. 


DEFENSE (9) 

DE 47 Josh Gaines (Sr) 
DT 91 dared Odrick (dt) 
DT 85 Ollie Ogbu (So.) 

DE 48 Maurice Evans (Jn) 
OLB 15 Bani Gbadyu (So.) 
UB 53 Chris Colasanti (S0.) 
OLB 46 Tyrell Sales (Sr) 
CB 10 Lydell Sargeant (Sr) 


CB 1Ad. Wallace (dr) 

‘SS _ 7 Anthony Scirrotto (Sr) 
FS 9 Mark Rubin (Sr) 
‘SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 23 Kevin Kelly (Sr) 
P 4 Jeremy Boone (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Daryl Clark, 9-6-31-0, 01D 


Rushing: Evan Royster, 82 car, 513 yds., 5TDs 


Receiving: Derrick Williams, 55 rec., 
Tackles: Lydell Sargeant, 70, 44 solo 
Sacks: Maurice Evans, 12.5 


Interceptions: Anthony Scirrotto, 3 for 98 yds. 
(ndcates numberof returing starters + 


1a little bit lately in 
bility of when is Joe 
t some to other 
t normally lose,” 


ng Big Ten assistant coach 


83 Brett Brackett (S0.) 

6 Derek Moye (Fr.) 

5 Graham Zug (S0.) 

75; Nerraw McCormack (Sr) 
74 Johnnie Troutman (Fr) 
50 Mike Lucian (Sr) 

66 Josh Marks (Fr) 

79 Ako Poti (St) 

10 Andrew Quarless (Jr) 
7 Pat Devin (S0) 

21 Stephon Green (Fr) 


56 Eric Latimore (Fr) 
97 Abe Koroma (S0,) 
92 Chima Okoli (Fr) 
59 Aaron Maybin (So.) 
1B Andrew Dailey (Ft) 
43, Josh Hull (dt) 

34 Nate Stupar (Fr) 
11 Tony Davis (Sx) 
20 Devin Fentress (Jt) 
27 Chaz Powell (Fr) 
28 Drew Astorino (Fr) 


KR 1 Au. Wallace (Jr) 
PR 2 Derrick Wiliams (St) 


529 yds. 31Ds 


[OLD incicats returning starters 


ees 


83 


fre Scartaman 


OFFENSE The question will be whether Wake 
can replace playmaker Kenny Moore, who was 
the Deacons’ leading receiver (an ACC record 
98 catches), third-leading rusher, top punt 
returner and No. 2 kickoff returner. Wake has 
little experience at receiver and will look for a 
breakout performance from a speedy young 
player, such as Jordan Williams or Devon 
Brown. Coach Jim Grobe likes Brown's 
potential: “He has Kenny Moore-type stuff.” 

Wake lost two senior tight ends, but Ben 
Wooster and Cameron Ford will step right in 
and be factors in the passing game. 

‘The big-play guys are in the backfield. Riley 
Skinner, who is 18-6 as a starter, completed 
72.4 percent of his passes to finish as the 
ation’ leader in that category. He won't wow 
you with his physical attributes, but he’s agile, 
accurate and a leader, Expect an All-ACC 
1 from the junior. 
ilback Josh Adams used his game- 
changing speed to earn second-team All-A 
honors. Grobe is excited to pair Adams, a 
sophomore, with Brandon Pendergrass, a 
redshire freshman, Pendergrass is 16 pounds 
heavier and even a step quicker than Adams. 


19 


‘The offensive line doesnt return a player 
who started more than eight games last season. 
The unit has a lot of quantity, bue possibly not 
the quality needed. This line holds the offense’s 
fate in its hands. As many as 10 players are in 
the mix, plus three freshmen who enrolled in 
the spring, led by top recruit Joe Looney. 


seas 


Th seven seasons under Jim Grobe, Wake 
has returned 19 interceptions for 
touchdowns, including three each by 
Alphonso Smith and Aaron Curry last 
year. From 1956 through 2000, Wake 
returned 17 for touchdowns. 


DEFENSE Grobe can rely on 


experienced defense that returns nine of its top 
10 tacklers. Linebacker Aaron Curry and All- 


ented, 


play brigade. Each returned three interceptions 
for touchdowns in 2007. Potential weaknesses 
exist at defensive end — especially if Mart 
Robinson can’t fully return from injury — and 
with depth in the secondary. 

Wake will be strong up the middle with 
tackles Boo Robinson and John Russell, who 
combined for 10.5 tackles for a loss in 2007. 
The Deacons are loaded at linebacker, with 
three starters returning and several players, 
such as Mate Woodlief and Hunter Haynes, 
ready to step in without missing a beat. Curry 
is the playmaker (13.5 tackles for a loss), and 
Stanley Arnoux holds down the middle. 

Wake struggled against the pass early but 
improved once Brandon Ghee was inserted at 
‘one corner. Ghee teams with Smith, who set a 
school record with eight interceptions, to form 
one of the country’s better cornerback 
tandems. Strong safety Chip Vaughn led Wake 
in tackles, Free safety is not as strong, as 
converted corner Kevin Patterson struggled at 
tim 


st Season. 


SPECIALISTS Sam Swank holds almost all of 
the school kicking records and should be one 
of the nation’s bes son. He hasn't 
a punter, finishing 
10th in the ACC last season. Wake also 
struggled ro find a consistent long snapper in 
the spring. Smith, the leader to replace Moore 
and Kevin Marion, the ACC's top kickoff 
returner, can be spectacular, but takes risks. 
Look for Brown to also get a chance. 


FINAL ANALYSIS There's no reason to think 
Wake's streak of two consecutive bowls will 
end, If the line holds up, Wake’s backfield has 
the talent to change games. If not, the de 
and Swank are good enough to carry the team 
in most weeks. Grobe will continue to rely on 
his proven formula — under-recruited players 
with chips on their shoulders, an offense that’s 
tough to prepare for and a team thar doesn't 


nse 


ACC cornerback Alphonso Smith lead the big- beat itself with turnovers or penalties. 
SS 
2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (3-4, 5-3) 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30. at Baylor W.| S. 1 atBoston College L 38-28 5 
S. 6 Ole Miss WS. 8 Nebraska — L—-20-17 | Scoring 279909 38 
$. 20 atFlorida State * |S. 15 Army W 2-10 | Rushing 1432 ypg 6 
S. 27 Naw w | S. 22 Maryland W (ot) 31-24 | Passing 197.2 ypg 4 
a clenaen + | 0. 6 at Duke W 41-36 | Total 340.4 ypa B 
0.18 at Maryland Fie as lope Sate.) Ns 2 ee Per Rank 
0. 25 at Miami nh Ree Wo 424 |" scoring 72.2 09 B 
No 1 Duke W [227 Noch Carofina ° W -27°10 1 pushing 109.4 ypg 5 
N. 8 Virginia Ww ‘ a ae ; hee Passing BLO ypg 6 
N. 15 at\NC State W |W. a7 NC State Ww 3eag | 340.4 ypg a 
N. 22 BostonColege «Wy 94 atvanderbitt «W317 | LE VTS 
esa st Sh Wl. 29 #Connecticut Ww 24-10 | +9 eI ie 
Wert iaies 1 pieced on or ass #Meineke Bow! 


HEAD COACH: RECORD AT SCHOO! 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


‘CAREER RECORI 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


84 


THE QUOTE 
Good staff, ‘obably ge 


m in the AC 


heir kids than any te 


OFFENSE (6) 

WR 4 Demir Boldin (Sr) 

WR 88 Chip Brinkman (Sr) 
76 Joe Birdsong (Jn) 
72. Russell Nenon (S0.) 
67 Trey Bailey (Jr) 
61 Barrett McMillin (Jr) 
64 Jeff Griffin (Jr) 
85 Ben Wooster (Jr) 
11 Riley Skinner (Jr) 
44 Mike Rinfrette (Jr) 
27 Josh Adams (So.) 


DEFENSE (9) 

DE 42 Matt Robinson (Sr) 
DT 96 Boo Robinson (Jr) 
DT 51 John Russell (dr) 

DE 93 Anthony Davis (St) 
OLB 59 Aaron Curry (St) 
MLB 43 Stanley Arnoux (Sr) 
OLB 39 Chantz McClinic (Sx) 
CB 2 Alphonso Smith (Sr) 
CB 17 Brandon Ghee (Jr) 
SS 9 ChipVaughn (St) 
FS 10 Kevin Patterson (Sr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 38 -Sam Swank (St) 
P 38 Sam Swank (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Riley Skinner, 326-236-2,204-13, 127Ds 
: Josh Adams, 219 car, 953 yds., 11 TDs 

Receiving: Josh Adams, 34 rec., 123 yds., 17D 

Tackles: Chip Vaughn, 105, 62 solo 

‘Sacks: Boo Robinson, 4 

Interceptions: Alphonso Smith, 8 


(indicates number fretring staters + BOLD indicates retuing starters 


80 Devon Brown (Fr) 
82 Jordan Wiliams (So, 
75 Michael Hoag (Fr) 
78 soe Looney (Ft) 
71 Ryan Brit (Fr) 
77 Boomer Peterson (J) 
62 Doug Weaver (Fr) 
83 Cameron Ford (Ft) 
6 Brett Hodges (it) 
35 Rich Belton (Sr) 
22 Brandon Pendergrass (Ft) 


55 Tristan Dorty (Fr) 

58 Michael Carter (So) 

87 Ted Randolph (Jt) 

34 Antonio Wilson (Sr) 

46 Matt Woodlief (So,) 

52 Dominique Midget (Jt) 

56 Hunter Haynes (S0.) 

29 Kerry Major (St) 

24 Channing Schofield (Jr) 
7 Nex Frye (So.) 

30 John Stamper (Fr) 


KR 2 Alphonso Smith (Sr) 
PR 2 Alphonso Smith (Sr) 
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Larry Sith 


Fresno State returns nine starters 


on offense, including quarterback ‘Tom 
Brandstater and flashy tailback Ryan Mathews. 
Add a deep receiving corps and experienced 
offensive line, and you've got all the makings 
of a weekly fireworks show. The only real 
question is how Doug Nussmeier, the 
Bulldogs’ fourth offensive coordinator in four 
years, will fic in. The former St. Louis Rams 
quarterbacks coach replaced Jim McElwain. 
Before he left for Alabama, McElwain 
recommended Nussmeier for his new position; 
the two coached rogether at Michigan Seat 

McElwain gets most of the credit for 
transforming Brandstater ftom underachiever 
into blossoming NFL prospect. The strong- 
armed 6'5", 220-pounder completed 62.6 
percene of his passes last season, capped by an 
MVP performance in Fresno State's 40-28 
bowl victory over Georgia Tech. 

Mathews was a similar revelation, rushing 
for 866 yards and 14 touchdowns as a true 
freshman. Three of those scores came from 
beyond 50 yards. Lonyae Miller's battering- 
ram style is an excellent complement to the 
clusive Mathews. Tight end Bear Pascoe (6'5" 
260) is Brandstater’s favorite target and a 
returning All-WAC selection. Big-play receiver 
Marlon Moore is the main downfield threat. 


Fresno State's 12 wins over BCS 
conference foes this decade are 
more than any other non-BCS team. 


WAC Defensive Player of the Year 
Marcus Riley and sack leader Tyler Clutts are 
gone, which isn’t good news for a unit that 
struggled to force turnovers or stop the run in 
2007. Making matters worse, two potential 
starters and a key backup suffered significant 

ies in the spring, 

ive tackle Jon Monga and middle 
linebacker Ben Jacobs are the only proven 
performers in the front seven. Monga is a 


“al | 

me ti 
SULLDOGS | 
fierce inside pass rusher, while Jacobs is a sure 
tackler who tarely pris caupheoukoeppsaons 
The Bulldogs need nosetackle Cornell Banks 
to stuff the middle and outside linebacker 
QlatlieNBrown. to. sinally. aay healthy: 
Saphomare Nico: Hetront had san tenellaic 
spring taking over for Riley at strong side 
linebacker. He's one to watch, 

The secondary is solid. Juniors Moses 
Harris and Marvin Haynes form perhaps the 
WAC's best tandem of safeties. Both recorded 
more than 60 tackles last season and provide 
strong run support. The news is equally 
encouraging. at/-corherbacks where ‘Dariion 
Owens, Sharrod Davis and A.J. Jefferson will 
battle for playing time all season. 


The Bulldogs are breaking in a 
new kicker in Kevin Goessling and a new 
punter in Robert Malone — and won't know 
if they can count on cither until it’s too late, 
Good thing special reams coach John Baxter 
has a sterling track record in this area. Ie'll be 
interesting to see how many reams kick off in 
Jefferson's direction after he led the nation last 
season with a 35.8-yard average. Once 
Jefferson gets his long stride going, 


campaign, capped by an impressive bowl 
victory, Fresno State is the WAC preseason 
favorite and a contender for an at-large BCS 
spot. Expectations are fine, if you can handle 
them. Unfortunately, the Bulldogs fall in the 
other category. Too many times over the years, 
the Bulldogs have made national waves only to 
get capsized by some head-scratching 
conference losses. 

As usual, the non-conference schedule is 
brutal. No matter what Hawaii did last season 
ot Boise State the year before, neither of those 
teams had to contend with the likes of Rutgers, 
Wisconsin and UCLA. If the Bulldog: 
somehow weather that storm, the BCS 
computers won't question their credentials. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (9-4, 6-2) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
5. 1 at Rutgers L |S. 1 Sacramento State W 24-3 | (ORR : 
S. 13. Wisconsin L |S. 8 atTeras AaM —L (ot) 4785 |” Scoring 329 ppg 32 
S. 20 atToledo W | S. 15 at Oregon L 52-21 | Rushing 20.9 yp 4 
S. 27 at UCLA + |S. 29 LouisianaTech W 17-6 Passing 2086 yoo n 
0. 4 Hawaii w | 0. 6 atNevada W441 | Total 419.5 ypg 38 
0en ahs w | 0. 13 at idaho Wo 37-28 | a . 
0. 25 at Utah State Wi} Oe eon dese Stabe W'S ON cca 27.0 969 0 
Ne 1 atLouisionaTech —w | O 26 Boise State 37 | Rusting 1811 yp9 85 
N. 7. Nevada wh a aie Y Srcan | Passing 2264 yoa 56 
N. 15 New Mexico State W! 1 24 fanene state w a5a9 | TO 4075 yea B 
N21 atSan ose tate W'| 4 39 thew Mexico St. W 30-23 | LEA Tea 
N.28 atBoise State == * |p. 31 #GeorgiaTech W 40-28 | ee 


Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor Linicates a projected win or loss 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


#Humanitarian Bowl 


OFFENSE (9) 
WR 19 Seyi Ajirotutu (Jr) 13 Jason Crawley (ur) 
WR 5 Marlon Moore (ur.) 6 Chastin West (ur) 


LT 72 Bobby Lepori (Sr) 
62 Cole Popovich (Sr) 
€ 74 Joe Bernardi (So.) 


60 Kenny Wiggins (So.) 
65 Pierce Masse (Sr) 
52 Richard Pacheco (Sr) 


RG 69 Andrew Jackson (S0.) 76 Adam McDowell (St) 
RT 73 Kenny Avon (Sr) 79 Devan Cunningham (So) 
TE 85 Bear Pascoe (St) 45 Isaac Kinter (Jt) 

QB 7 Tom Brandstater (Sr) 15 Ryan Colburn (S0,) 

FB 22 Anthony Harding (Jr) 49 Vince Pascoe (So.) 

RB 21 Ryan Mathews (So,) 1 Lonyae Miller (Jt) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 41 Ikenna Ike (Sr) 

NT 50 Cornell Banks (S0.) 
DT 94 Jon Monga (Sr) 
DE 96 Wilson Ramos (Jr.) 
OLB 10 Nico Herron (S0.) 
MLB 54 Ben Jacobs (So.) 
OLB 32 Quaadir Brown (Jr.) 


96 Michael Stuart (Jr) 
99 Mark Roberts (S0.) 
70 Bryce Harris (Fr) 
91 Chris Carter (So.) 
30 Nick Bates (Sa) 
51 Austin Rafael (Ft) 
47 Ryan Machado (dr) 


CB 8 Sharrod Davis (Sr) 24 Will Harding (Sr) 
CB 4 Damion Owens (Jr) 28 Av. defferson (dr) 
SS 3 Moses Harris (Jr) 20 Lorne Bell (S0,) 
FS 19 Marvin Haynes (Jt) 23 Jake dorde (Sr) 
‘SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 35 Kevin Goessling (Fr) 
P 42 Robert Malone (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Tom Brandstater, 337-211-2,654-5, 15 TDs 
an Mathews, 145 car., 866 yds., 147Ds 
Receiving: Marlon Moore, 48 rec., 694 yds., 5TDs 
Tackles: Ben Jacobs, 81, 33 solo 

‘Sacks: don Monga, 6.5 

Interceptions: Three players tied with 1 


KR 28 Ad. Jefferson (Jr) 
PR_5 Marlon Moore (Jr) 


(0 tneates number of retursing starters + BOLD indieates returning starters 


OFFENSE While an overhauled offensive staff 
produced modest statistical improvement in 
most categories, Florida State failed to improve 
in the most important area of measurement. 
‘The addition of offensive coordinator Jimbo 
Fisher, who has since been designated as the 
successor to legendary coach Bobby Bowden, 
could not prevent the Seminoles from logging 
a second consecutive 7-6 season. 

Quarterback Drew Weatherford enters his 
senior season with 33 starts in 38 games, but a 
spring knee injury requiring minor surgery 
could have opened the door for sophomore 
Christian Ponder. Ponder, whose mobility, arm 
strength and grasp of Fisher's offense were 
evident, earned all of the first-team snaps the 
final three weeks of spring. 

Last season as the featured back, Antone 
Smith rushed for a career-high 819 yards, third 
among ACC returnees. Smith, however, will 
have to compete for the same privilege in his 
final year of eligibility as the Seminoles signed 


a trio of big backs. 


‘The offseason legal problems of wideout 
Preston Parker, the teams MVP in 2007, could 
potentially impact a unit that appeared to be a 
team strength during the spring. The Noles, 
however, are not devoid of talent, Senior Greg 
Carr has the nation’s highest career yards-per- 
catch average (18.6) among returnees with 100 
or more receptions, after a career-best 45- 
catch, 795-yard season. 

‘The key will be the continued improvement 
of an offensive line that lacks size and depth 
but will be anchored by 2007 freshmen All- 
Americans Rodney Hudson and Ryan 
McMahon at tackle and center, 


Since playing for the 2000 national 
championship, the Seminoles have 
suffered 32 losses. That's nearly 37 
percent of the defeats Bobby Bowden 
has sustained in his 32 seasons at the 
helm of the Florida State program. 


DEFENSE The inexperience of a year ago is 
gone — or it will be once six likely starters 
return from a three-game suspension for their 
involvement in an academic misconduct 
scandal. The Noles will be woefully short 
along the defensive line until then, but the 
makings are there for significant improvement 
after yielding 362.0 yards and nearly 23 points 
a game in ‘07. Tackles Budd Thacker and Paul 
Griffin should be mainstays inside, while 
Andrews is banking on a breakthrough season 
from junior defensive end Everette Brown. 
End Markus White, the junior college 
National Player of the Year, may help restore a 
pass rush that was once feared. 

‘After surrendering an ACC-high 24 
touchdown passes last season, the secondary 
could prove to be the team’s strength with 
senior cornerback Tony Carter locking down 
one side and Patrick Robinson (six 
interceptions) returning on the other. The 
team is still waiting for junior safety Myron 
Rolle to emerge as a consistent playmaker. 


SPECIALISTS Given the Seminoles’ red zone 
inconsistency, kicker Gary Cismesia may have 
been the team’s most valuable player, 
contributing 109 points on the strengch of 27 
field goals. Cismesia’s replacement will be 
senior punter Graham Gano, whose 43.4-yard 
average is best among ACC returnees. Despite 
handling most of the kickoff duties for three 
seasons, Gano has yet to attempt a field goal. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Though Bowden has 
repeatedly mentioned that he would like to 
reach 400 wins before turning the program 
over to Fisher, there's always the possibility 
that he has overseen his final spring practice. 
A favorable schedule that starts soft — while 
the Noles are coping with suspensions — and 
includes home dates against ACC Atlantic 
contenders Wake Forest, Clemson and Boston 
College, as well as Virginia Tech and Florida, 
could pave the way for marked improvement. 


2008 SCHEDULE 
6 Western Carolina == W 
13 Chattanooga w 
20 Wake Forest * 
27 Colorado fa 
4 at Miami i) 
at NC State WwW 
* 
WwW 
* 
Ww 
* 
3 


2007 RESULTS [' 
3 at Clemson 

8 UAB 

15 at Colorado 

29 Alabama 

6 NCState 

11 at Wake Forest 
Miami 

27 Duke 

3 at Boston College 
10 at Virginia Tech 
17 Maryland 

24 at Florida 

31 #Kentucky 
#Music City Bowl 


RECORD AT SCHO' 
(OFFENSIVE COORDINA' 


25 Virginia Tech 
1 at Georgia Tech 
8 Clemson 

15 Boston College 
22 at Maryland 


222229999 4H 


29 Florida 
# Jacksonville, FL 
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DEFENSIVE COORDINATO! 


7-6, 4-4) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
L 24-18 | ES Per Game Rank 
W 34-24 | Scoring 23.3 ppg 90 
W 16-6 | Rushing 1275 ypg 1 
W 21-14 | Passing 241.8 ypg 47 
W 27-10 | Total 369.2 ypg 80 
f he Defense Per Game Rank 
i sa 3 Scoring 22.9 yog 4 
We zeaz | Resting 116.6 ypg 2 
Lagan | Passing 245.4 ypg 85 

Total . 
we pate | Tote 362.0 ypg 2 
L 45-12 TO Margin Per Game Rank 
L 35-28 | +6 M6 29 


U : i ATIONAL FORECA 5 
> EVEN OL ES | acc arian prepicrion 3 | 


THE QUOTE 
*T still think 


OFFENSE (6) 

WR 18 Greg Carr (Sr) 86 Rod Owens (Jr) 
WR 82 Taiwan Easterling (Fr) Corey Surrency (Jt) 
LT 62 Rodney Hudson (So.) Zebrie Sanders (Fr.) 
LG 71 Evan Bellamy (S0,) David Spurlock (Fr) 


C 60 Ryan McMahon (So.) 
RG 75 Will Furlong (Fr) 

RT 70 Antwane Greenlee (Fr) 
TE 81 Caz Piurowski (dt) 

QB 11 Drew Weatherford (St) 
FB 41 Seddrick Holloway (Je) 
RB 6 Antone Smith (Sr) 


DEFENSE (8) 

LE Markus White (dr) 
DT 72 Budd Thacker (Jr) 
NG 54 Paul Griffin Sr) 

RE 99 Everette Brown (Jt) 
SLB 36 Dekoda Watson (Jr) 
MLB 30 Derek Nicholson (Sr) 
WLB 13 Nigel Bradham (Fr) 
CB 4 Tony Carter (Sr) 
B21 Patrick Robinson (Jt) 
SS__3 Myron Rolle (Jr) 

FS 24 Darius McClure (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 43 Graham Gano (Sr) 
P43 Graham Gano (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Drew Weatherford, 318-181-2,049-3, 9TDs 
Rushing: Antone Smith, 192 car, 819 yds,, 3 TDs 
Receiving: Preston Parker, 62 rec., 791 yds., 31D 
Tackles: Derek Nicholson, 99, 46 solo 

Sacks: Everette Brown, 6.5 

Interceptions: Patrick Robinson, 6 for 87 yds. 


63 Aw. Ganguzza (Fr) 

57 Brandon Davis (S0,) 
‘Andrew Datko (Fr) 

88 Jonathan Hannah (St) 

14 Christian Ponder (S0.) 

32 doe Surratt (Sr) 
Tavares Pressley (Jt) 


95 Kevin MeNeil (Jr) 

94 Justin Mincey (Jc) 

‘91 Emmanuel Dunbar (Jt) 
59 Neely Moffett (Sr.) 

AL Kendall Smith (S0.) 

48 Recardo Wright (Jt) 
31 Toddrick Verdell (Sr) 
28 Dionte Allen (Fr) 

29 Michael Ray Garvin (Sr) 
23 Roosevelt Lawson (St) 
20) Jamie Robinson (dr) 


KR 29 Nichae Ray Garvin (Se) 
PR 83 Bert Reed (Fr) 


(Cortana Witards 


(Indicates number of retrring starters» BOLD ndcates returning starters 
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OFFENSE One game last 
Piresburgh was without its starting quarterback 
and best wide receiver due to season-ending 
The results were predictable. The 
Panthers ranked 104th nationally in passing, 
and their offense became one-dimensional. 
“We have to open it up more this year,” coach 
Dave Wannstedt say 

With the return of junior signal-caller Bill 
Stull and 2006 Biletnikof¥ Award semifinalist 
Derek Kinder, the Panthers should quickly 
remove their “one-dimensional” tag. And as a 
Ic, defenses won't b 
of scrimmage like last season in their efforts to 
contain super-tailback LeSean McC 


into season, 


injuries. 


Senior kicker Conor Lee has missed only 
six kicks in his career. He's 75-of-75 on 
extra points and 30-of-36 on field goals. 


McCoy emerged as one of the nation’s top 
backs in "07. He set the Big Ease fr 
rushing record with 1,328 ind was the 
nation’s top freshman runner with an average 
of 110.67 yards per game. His combination of 
speed, strength and natural instincts prompted 
this reaction from former Panthers star and 
Heisman ‘Trophy winner Tony Dorsett, who 
saw McCoy shatter his fi 
and scoring records at Pittsburgh: “I was 
warching him against Navy,” Dorsett said. “He 
saw a little 


hman 


ds 


shman touchdown 


¢, jumped into a hole, then he 
was gone. It reminded me of .... me.” 
Heisman Trophy or bust? "I just want to 
win,” McCoy si 
He'll need to rely on an offensive line that 
features three new and a talented, yet 
untested, quarterback in Stull. 


arters 


DEFENSE Wannstedt was as! 
would win Pittsburgh's sprit 
know is 1 like th 
Wannstede said. 
background coming out, isn’t ir 


cd, in jest, who 
game. “All I 
score to end up zero-zero, 


“I guess that's my defe 


‘The fourth-year coach earned a reputation 
as a defensive whiz in the NFL, and thar 
background is paying dividends. His team 
ranked fifth nationally in defen 
Seven starters return from that unit. 

Senior middle linebacker Scott McKillop led 
the nation in tackles and has emerged as one of 
the more disruptive forc 
He plays behind one of the deepest and most 
ed fronts in the Big East, if nor the nation, 
led by blossoming superstar Greg Romeus at 
end and powerful tackle Mick 
ns, The secondary helped the defense 
rank third nationally in pass yards allowed. 


SPECIALISTS Senior kicker Conor Lee went 
18-for-22 on field goals last 


last season. 


in college foorball. 


ar and has an 
extra points. 
Senior punter Dave Brytus is looking to 
improve on his 39.6-yard average from 07. 


ive streak of 


5 consecu 


FINAL ANALYSIS Despite mixed review 


Pittsburgh administration took a leap and 


ured no bowl invitations 
(despite five consecutive prior to his arrival) 
and a 16-19 record. Hours after receiving the 
extension, Wannstedt led one of college 
football's biggest upse 
shattered West Virgi 
with a 13-9 win in Morgantown, W.Va. That 
pulsating victory catapulted the Panthers back 
into the national spotlight and 
expectations considerably. 


when his Panthers 


national title dreams 


raised 


The Panthers return 13 starters from last 
year’s youthful 5-7 team, which lost four 
games by a total of 18 points. Wannstedt has 
pulled in the Big East’s top recruiting class in 
each of the past three years, and now is the 
to live up to their billin 
aturing tough Big 
opponents Rutgers, Louisville and West 
Virginia at home, the Panthers should return 
to a bowl game, at the very least. 


time for those playe 
With a schedule 


A. 30 Bowling Green = WS. E. Michigan 
5. 6 Buffalo WS. 8 Grambling 

S, 20. lowa * |S. 15 atMichigan St 
S. 27 at Syracuse W |S. 22 Connecticut 

0, 2 atSouth Florida |S. 29 at Virginia 

0. 18 at Nay W | 0. 10 Nay 

0. 25 Rutgers * 1 0. 20 Cincinnati 

N. 1 atNotreDame —- W | 0, 27 at Louisville 

N. 8 Louisville * TN. 3 Syracuse 

N, 22 at Cincinnati * | N17 atRutgers 

N. 28. West Virginia L | N24 South Florida 
o “Jo 


6 at Connecticut 1 at West Virginia 


Games in bold represent sin 
Wor L indicates a poi 
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Ww 27-3 | Ey Per Game Rank 
W 34-20 | ‘Scoring 28 ppg a 
L 1713 | Rushing 141.4 ypa n 
L 34-14 | Passing 178.1 ypg 104 
L 44-14 | Total 319.5 ypo 108 
L (ot) 48-45 | BRE Per Game Rank 
W = 24-17 | ‘Scoring 24:3 ppg 2 
L 24-17 | Rushing 1304 ypo 3B 
W 20-17 | Passing 1673 ypa 3 
L 20-16 | Total 2977 yoo 5 
L 48-37 | (IE Per Game Rank 
w 19] 5 ~42 88 


YEARS) CAREER 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOI 


THE QUOTE 


The feeling throughout the league, after the 
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DE 
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OFFENSE (6) 


fay Dave Wanns 


edt has recruited, is that 


Pittsburgh is sitting on a big year. ” 


An opposing Big East assistant coach 


88 Oderick Turner (dr) 
81 Derek kinder (Sx) 
77 Jason Pinkston (So.) 
55 Cw. Davis (Sr) 

64 Robb Houser (Jc) 
74 John Malecki (Jt) 
56 Joe Thomas (Jr) 

£80 Nate Byham (dr) 

11 Bill Stull (dt) 

30 Conredge Collins (St) 
25 LeSean McCoy (So.) 


DEFENSE (7) 


91. Greg Romeus (So.) 
95 Mick Williams (Jt) 
550 Rashaad Duncan (Sr) 
48 Doug Fulmer (Jt) 

8 Adam Gunn (St) 
40 Scott McKillop (St) 
15 Shane Murray (dr) 
17 Aaton Berry (dr) 

7 sovani Chappel (Jr) 

4 Elijah Fields (S0.) 


84 Maurice Wiliams (So.) 
9 Tu, Porter (dr) 
67 Dan Matha (Fr) 
70 Dom Wiliams (St) 
62 John Bachman (it) 
54 Chris Jacobson (Ft) 
72 Chase Clowser (Sr) 
2 Dorin Dickerson (dt) 
14 Greg Cross (ir) 
32 Shane Brooks (Jt) 
34 aod Stephens Howing fc) 


90 Tony Tucker (Fr) 

93 Gus Mustakas (Jt) 
51 Tommie Duhart (dr) 
97, Jabaal Sheard (S0.) 
44 Nate Nix (S0.) 

52 Dan Loheyde (So. 
39 Tristan Roberts (Fr) 
21 Buddy Jackson (Fr) 
26 Ricky Gary (S0.) 

31. Dom DeCicca (S0.) 


FS 28 Eric Thatcher (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 37 Conor Lee (St) 
P 18 Dave Brytus (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Pat Bostick, 252-155-1,500-13, 8 TDs 
LeSean McCoy, 276 car, 1,328 yds., 141Ds, 
Receiving: Tu, Porter, 37 rec., 329 yds., 07D 
Tackles: Scott McKillop, 151, 98 solo 

‘Sacks: Greg Romeus, 4; John Malecki, 4 
Interceptions: Aaron Berry, 2 for 1 yd 


29 Sherod Murdock (Fr) 


KR 9 Tu. Porter (dn) 
PR 17 Aaron Berry (Jr) 


(#) indicates number of reteringstaters + BOLD ineatsretuning starters 


87 


OFFENSE The Wolverines move from a 
power ground game/pro-style attack to Rich 
Rodriguez's spread attack, and there has been 
plenty of upheaval already. Heir apparent 
quarterback Ryan Mallett transferred to 
Arkansas, returning starting guard/center 
Justin Boren has transferred to (gasp!) Ohio 
State, and no job is safe, lly with a 
passel of Rodriguez recruits arriving in August. 
Oh, and Michigan doesn’t have a starting 
quarterback. Stephen Threct is a pocket passer, 
and Nick Sheridan is a backup type. Each 
could play, and not because Rodriguez loves 
them so much he can't choose. Look out for 
freshman Justin Feagin, a true spread 
triggerman. 

Mike Hart is gone, and that means juniors 
Brandon Minor, Carlos Brown and Kevin 
Grady will get the chance to be the featured 
back. Minor emerged as the top man in the 
spring, but Brown scored four times last year. 
Now healthy (knee), Grady brings versatility. 


Junior Greg Mathews leads a receiving corps 
that will have plenty of new faces, thanks to 
the early departures of Mario Manningham 
and Adrian Aateasss: Don't be surprised if 
one or more of three freshman wideouts — 
Darryl Stonum, Roy Roundtree and 
Martavious Odoms — sees substantial time. 

Up front, sophomore right tackle Stephen 
Schilling is the anchor of a rebuile line that will 
count heavily on center David Moosman and 
lefe tackle Mark Ortmann. 


Michigan ranked No. 10 in the 

Big Ten (and No. 68 in the nation) 
in total offense last year, averaging 
385.1 yards per game, 


DEFENSE Rodriguez says the Wolverines 
should “dominate” on d 
starters returning and a number of reserves, 


that could indeed be the case. With the offense 


expected to struggle, Michigan could sure use 
some overwhelming play on the defensive side 
of the ball. 

Things look great up front, where four 
regulars return. Senior Terrance Taylor is a load 
at nosetackle, and junior end Brandon 
Graham should be a big-play force. The 
linebacking crew lost Shawn Crable, who got 
his mail in opposing backfields last year, but 
middle men Obi Ezeh and John Thompson 
are solid. There is a shakeup going on outside, 
but senior Austin Panter has the potential to 
be a stalwart. 

Michigan's defensive backfield was steady 
last year but not overwhelming. The return of 
corners Donovan Warren and Morgan Trent 
should help, although neither was too 
successful at forcing turnovers last year. 
ties Brandon Harrison, Stevie Brown and 
Charles Stewart are capable but will receive 
stiff challenges from some youngsters. 


SPECIALISTS The Wolverines are in good 
shape here, thanks to the return of both 
kickers and an abundance of speed from which 
to choose return men. Punter Zoltan Mesko 
has all-league potential and a powerful leg, 
while K.C. Lopata proved to be accurate last 
year, if not all that strong-legged. Expect to see 
Warren, Mathews, Minor and Harrison 


bringing back kicks and punts. 
~~ ANALYSIS Michigan has plenty of 


ons, particularly on the offensive side of 
thé ball, Ye, the defense should be good and 
perhaps very good, but without an experienced 
quarterback to operate Rodriguez’ attack, it’s 
difficult to imagine the Wolverines beating too 
many (if any) of the better teams on their 
schedule. 

If U-M can win nine games this season, that 
would be a great start. And with plenty of 
reinforcements on the way this fall and in the 
future, expect Michigan to be back at the top 
of the Big Ten soon. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (8-4, 6-2) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30 Utah W |S. 1 Appalachian State L 34-32 | (OES Per Game Rank 
S. 6 Miami (OH) WS. 8 Oregon L 3%7 | Scoring 27.2 ppg 8B 
S. 13 at Notre Dame W | S. 15 Notre Dame W 38-0 | Rushing 164.9 ypg 7 
S27 Wisconsin + |S. 22 Penn State W 14-9 | passing 720.2 pa a 
0. 4 Minois x |S. 29 atNorthwestern W 28-16 | Total 385.1 ypg 6 
0. 11. Toledo |B Eastekn MUChiin W322) | re PerGame Rank 
0.18 at Penn State + | 0. 13 Purdue W 48-21 | Scoring 21.4 ppg B 
0. 25 Michigan State w | 2 20 atllinois W 2-Y7 | pushing 1569 ypa 58 
N. 1 atPurdue 0 ig leased W 3410 J passing 1789 yp9 8 
N. 8 atMinnesota 1 ae st ck acm cal 3357 ypg 4 
E N. 10 atWisconsin = L372 
N. 15 Northwestern Ww N. 17 Ohio State L 14-3 TO Margin Per Game Rank 

Wert mcaess poled nos +#Capital One Bow! 


HEAD COACH: 


OFFENSIVE C 


CAREER RECORI 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATO} 


in place to run that 
us. You kni 


nis, do they 


Peete (2) 
13 Greg Mathews (Jr) 

“ 21 Junior Hemingway (S0.) 

UT 71 Mark Ortmann (Jt) 

LG 62 Tim McAvoy (dr) 

C 60 David Moosman (dr) 

RG 75 Cory Zirbel (dt) 

RT 52 Stephen Schilling (So.) 

TE 85 Carson Butler (Jc) 

QB 10 Steven Threet (Ft) 

FB 44 Mark Moundros (So.) 

RB 4 Brandon Minor(Jc) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE _ 90 Tim Jamison (St) 
DT 97 Will Johnson (Sr) 
NT 67 Terrance Taylor (St) 
DE 55 Brandon Graham (Jt) 
LB 54 Austin Panter (Sr) 
LB 45 Obi Ezeh (So.) 

LB 33 Marell Evans (S0.) 
CB 14 Morgan Trent (Sr) 
CB 6 Donovan Warren (So) 
$8 27 Brandon Harrison (Sr) 
FS 3 Stevie Brown (Jt) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 84 KC. Lopata (Sr) 
P41 Zoltan Mesko (ir) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: David Cone, 1-1-0-21, 07D 

Rushing: Brandon Minor, 90 car, 385 yds., 17D 
reg Mathews, 39 rec., 366 yds., 3TDs 
Tackles: Obi Ezeh, 68, 33 solo 

‘Sacks: Brandon Graham, 8.5, 

Interceptions: Four players tied with 1 


(locates umber of returning starters «BOLD indicates turing starters 


22 Darryl Stonum (Ft) 
82 LaTerryal Savoy (dc) 
68 Bryant Nowicki (So) 
72. Mark Huyge (Fr) 
50 David Molk (Fr) 
72 Mark Huyge (Fr) 
79 Perry Dorrestein (S0.) 
83. Mike Massey (Sr) 

8 Nick Sheridan (So) 
32 Vince Helmuth (S0,) 
23 Carlos Brown (it) 


92. Greg Banks (So) 
95, Renaldo Sagesse (S0.) 
94 John Ferrara (S0.) 
99 Adam Patterson (Jr) 
58 Brandon Herron (Fr) 
49 John Thompson (St) 

8 Jonas Mouton (S0.) 
29 Troy Woolfolk (So.) 
35 Doug Dutch (Sr) 

5 Charles Stewart (Sr) 
40 Mike Wiliams (Fr) 


KR. 4 Brandon Minor (Jt) 
PR_6 Donovan Warren (So) 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


OFFENSE Rick Neuheisel takes over at his 
alma mater after Karl Dorrell’ five seasons of 
mediocrity, and the offensive challenge before 
him is great. Neuheisel brought in Norm 
Chow to be the offensive coordinator, and 
Chow will have his college reputation as a 
masterful playcaller and quarterback guru put 
to the test as he tries to overhaul an offense 
that averaged 22.4 points per game last season 
and returns only three starters, 

Quarterback Ben Olson is poised to start 
the season-opener after Patrick Cowan tore his 
ACL in the spring during a non-contact drill 
But Olson is coming off foot surgery after he 
broke a bone, also during a non-contact drill. 

Kahlil Bell and Raymond Carter are the 
leading candidates in the backfield, but both 
are coming off knee reconstruction, which 
could open the door for freshman Aundre 
Dean to get some carries early in the season. 

‘The offensive line has little proven depth 
and suffered a blow when starting right tackle 
Aleksey Lanis retired because of knee 

s center Micah Reed and 
Kia as the only returning 


left tackle Mi 
linemen to play a snap last 

Receiver depth is solid with Marcus Everett 
back for a fifth year and the emergence of 
Dominique Johnson. Freshman Nelson 
Rosario has drawn comparisons to former 


Bruin J.J. Stok 


DEFENSE ‘The strength of UCLA’ defense 
begins in the middle with tackles Brigham 
Harwell and Brian Price. Price had 
clearinghou and missed the first three 
games of the season but started five games and 
was still a freshman All-American. Seven of his 
14 tackles were behind the line of scrimmage, 


on. 


Aaron Perez punted the ball 91 times 
last season, matching a school recor 
With a suspect offensive fine and 
uncertainty at quarterback, that 
record could fall 


and he was the most dominant player during 
the spring. There is also depth at tackle with 
Jerzy Siewierski, Chase Moline and Jess Ward. 

Korey Bosworth and ‘Tom Blake man the 
defensive end spots, but neither is the sack 
machine UCLA is used to having. 

Junior Reggie Carter moves to middle 
ker (his high school position) and is the 
ve _signal-caller. Carter is UCLA's 
hardest hitter, and its toughest, most rigorous 
competitor, Steady senior Kyle Bosworth mans 
the strong-side linebacker spot, but weak-side 
linebacker could become a rotation among 
senior Joshua Edwards, redshirt freshman 
‘Akeem Ayers and senior John Hale. 

In the secondary, the Bruins lost two three- 
year starters in cornerback ‘Trey Brown and 
afery Dennis Keyes and a two-year starter in 
ty Chris Horton, Michael Norris gets the 
first shot across from Alterraun Verner at the 
corner spot, and Bret Lockett fills in for the 
hard-hitting Horton at strong safety. Aaron 
Ware is the penciled-in starting free safety. 


SPECIALISTS UCLA has a great kicker in Kai 
Forbath, who was 25-of-30 last season and 
made all five of his attempts from 50 yards or 
more. Punter Aaron Perez matched a school 
record with 91 punts last season, averaging 
42.3. yards per attempt with 35 of them 
downed inside the 20-yard line. Receiver 
Terrence Austin is the odds-on favorite to 
return punts, bue the coaching staff will iron 
out the returners in training camp. 


FINAL ANALYSIS UCLA% defense should be 
fine, but the offensive gaps will be tough for 
Neuheisel, Chow and Co. to overcome, 
especially since talent on the offensive side is 
also in question. Since the biggest problem is 
on the offensive line, Chow's playcalling 
expertise will really be challenged. Forget 
contending for a Pac-10 title. If Neuheisel can 
make a bowl game in his first season, he will 
have earned his $1.25 million salary. 


S. 1 Tennessee * 1 at Stanford 
$.13 at BYU * 8 BYU 

$. 20 Arizona * |S. 15 atUtah 

S. 27 Fresno State 22 Washington 


4 Washington State 
11 at Oregon 
18 Stanford 


w 
L 6 Notre Dame 
Ww 
at California Ed 
Ww 
Ww 
L 
L 


California 


3 at Arizona 
10 Arizona State 
24 Oregon 

1 atUSC 

22 #BYU 


8 Oregon State 
15. at Washington 
28. at Arizona State 
6 USC 


Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor L indicates a projected win or loss 
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29 at Oregon State 


27, at Washington State 


#Las Vegas Bowl 


W 45-17 | Bas Per Game Rank 
W 27-17 | Scoring 2.4 pp 2 
L446 | Rushing 151.0 ypg 7 
W 44-31 | passing 182.6 ypg il 
W 40-14 | Total 333.6 ypg 9 
‘i ae Defense Per Game Rank 
Loy | Sorina 223 ppg Fa) 

A F Rushing 109.2 ypg “4 
; ete Passing 234.1 ypg 70 
w io | 2 343.2 ypg » 
Lt ue 7 | Per Game Rank 
L wae | 4 fae BS 


‘L_ RECORD AT SCHOOL: 
DEFENSIVE COORDINA\ 


BHLIL BELU 


THE QUOTE 
“Rick Neuheisel 
particularly Pete C e so alike. 
They're birds of a f h have the 
yagger. Neither one of them hurts for self 
eem I guarantee you 
‘An opposing Pac-10 ass 


OFFENSE (3) 
WR 9 Marcus Everett (Sr) 

WR 19 Dominique Johnson (So, 
LT 73 Micah Kia (dr) 

LG 77 Darius Savage (So.) 

© 58 Micah Reed (St) 

RG 66 Scott Glicksberg (Sr) 

RT_ 72 Sean Sheller(S0.) 

TE 86 Logan Paulsen (St) 

QB 7 Ben Olson (St) 

FB 31 Trevor Theriot (Jt) 

RB 20 Raymond Carter (Ft) 


DEFENSE (4) 

DE _55 Korey Bosworth (dr) 
DT 93 Brigham Harwell (St) 
DT 92 Brian Price (So.) 

DE 56 Tom Blake (Sr) 

WLB 53 Joshua Edwards (Sr) 
MLB 51 Reggie Carter (Jr) 
SLB 54 Kyle Bosworth (Sr) 
CB 22 Michael Norris (St) 
CB 1 Alterraun Verner (Jr) 
SS _ 25 Bret Lockett (Sr) 

FS 27 Aaron Ware (dt) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 15 KaiForbath (Sa) 
P17 Aaron Perez (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Ben Olson, 147-71-1,040-6, 7 TDs 

Rushing: Kahlil Bell, 142 car, 795 yds., 5TDs 
Receiving: Dominique Johnson, 25 rec., 322 yds., 4TDS 
Tackles: Alterraun Verner, 75, 53 solo 

Sacks: Tom Blake, 3 


Interceptions: Alterraun Verner, 4 for 76 yds. 
(Incates number frtuning starters + BOLD indicates ruming starters 


4 Terrence Austin (dc) 
10 Gavin Ketchum (Jr) 
65 Mike Harris (Fr) 
55. Sonny Tevaga (S0.) 
57 Jake Dean (S0.) 
75 Nick Ekbatani (Jt) 
69 Brandon Bennett (So) 
15 Ryan Moya (Jr) 

3 Kevin Craft (de) 
42 Chane Moline (Jt) 
36 Kahlil Bell (Sr) 


Datone Jones (Fr) 
90 Jerzy Siewierski (Jr) 
52 Jess Ward (Jr) 

91. Reggie Stokes (S0.) 
12 John Hale (Sr), 

43 Steve Sloan (Fr.) 

40. Akeem Ayers (Fr) 

7 Courtney Viney (Fr) 
Rahim Moore (Fr) 
‘Aaron Hester (Fr.) 

20 Glenn Love (Fr) 


KR 22 Michael Norris (St) 
PR 4 Terrence Austin (Ur) 


OFFENSE John Parker Wilson holds the top 
two spots in Alabama school history for both 
passing yards in a season and touchdowns in a 
season, and he should improve on his numbers 
across the board. But for some reason, as he 
heads into the 2008 season, the 6'2", 213- 
pound Wilson's status as starter remains 
somewhat up in the air. Now with his third 
offensive coordinator in three years in newly 
hired Jim McElwain, Wilson hasn't had the 
time to feel comfortable as a starter, and for the 
Tide to have success on offense in 2008, hed 
better learn quickly. 

Running backs Terry Grant, Glen Coffee 
and Roy Upchurch will run behind a veteran 
offensive line thar is led by All-America 
candidate Andre Smith at left tackle. 

Grant, a 5°10", 188-pound sophomore, is 
more of a speed back and began 2007 as the 
starter before tailing off after suffering a sports 
hernia. Both Coffee and Upchurch are more 
hybrid power/speed backs with similar skill 


sets, 


At wide receiver, there's plenty of buzz 
surrounding incoming freshman Julio Jones, 
who was the top recruit in the state according 
to both Rivals.com and Scout.com and the 
No. I-ranked receiver in the country. He could 
start immediately for a group depleted by the 
losses of DJ Hall, Keith Brown and Matt 
Caddell. 


Auburn has defeated Alabama in six 
consecutive games, the longest losing 
streak for the Tide in the history of the 
Tron Bowl. 


DEFENSE ‘The only area of the defense that 
has much consistency returning is the line, 
where ends Bobby Greenwood and Brandon 
Deaderick will try to replace the departed 
Wallace Gilberry and his 10 sacks. Nosetackle 
Lorenzo Washington is a returning starter. 


The linebacker position rook a hit during 
the offseason. Ezekial Knight suffered an 
unspecified heart ailment, which left his starus 
for 2008 up in the ait, and inside linebacker 
Prince Hall was suspended for spring practice 
for violating team rules. If Hall and Knight 
don't return, middle linebacker Rolando 
McClain will be the only returning starter on 
that unit. 

In the secondary, Javier Arenas was moved 
from safety to cornerback. The 5'9” Arenas 
could have trouble with some of the more 
sizable SEC receivers, but safety Rashad 
Johnson, a former walk-on running back, 
should help. Johnson tied for the SEC lead 


with six interceptions. 


SPECIALISTS Junior kicker Leigh Tiffin 
showed plenty of leg strength a year ago, 
setting Alabama's record for points in a scason 
with 111. He was also 8-for-13 on kicks in 
between 40 and 49 yards. Arenas finished 
seventh in the country with 15.4 yards per 
punt return. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Alabama improved its win 
total by one game from 2006 to 2007, but the 
Tide’s 7-6 finish will prove insignificant in the 
long run. Coach Nick Saban brought in what 
many deemed the top recruiting class in the 
country to replenish what Alabama lost. Still 
the Tide have depth issues all over the field, 
especially on defense. 

“From a talent standpoint, that’s something 
we have to continue to build because you need 
talented players,” Saban says. “We have some 
very good players, but we certainly need more 
of them to be a dominant team in the SEC, 
there's no doubr about that.” 

If Alabama can find a way to fill those holes, 
then it can have a successful 2008. But if some 
of the much-heralded freshmen who are 
expected to take on large roles experience 
growing pains, it could be a tough year in 
Tuscaloosa. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (7-6, 4-4) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30. #Clemson L |S. 1 Western Carolina W 52-6 | [OEE PerGame Rank 
S. 6 Tulane WS. 8 atVanderbit W 24-10 | Scoring 27 ppa 64 
S. 13 Western Kentucky W | S. 15. Arkansas W 41-38 | Rushing 1492 ypg 60 
S. 20 at Arkansas W |S, 22 Georgia L (ot) 25-23 | Passing 2045 ypa 59 
S. 27 at Georgia L]S. 29 atFlorida State L 21-14 | Total 3738 ypq 75 
0. 4 Kentucky WO. 6 Houston W 30-24 | psy Le 
0. 18 Ole Miss W1]0. 13 atOleMiss WwW 27-24 = 
Scoring 22.0 ppg 7 
0. 25 atTennessee L | 0. 20 Tennessee Wo 4 | pach 12425 2B 
N. 1 Arkansas State == W|N 3 LSU L aL38 | eine ona ad 
ssn 
N. 8 atisU LY} N10 atMiss.state 17-2 | Ta asso a 
N. 15 Mississippi State * | N17 Louisiana-Monroe L 21-14 
N. 29 Auburn L | N24 at Auburn L ya | 
#Atlanta, GA D. 30 #Colorado «= WS 30-24 | +4 gle OE! 
aves nol pres ting sas 
Wort indeates projected wi rss #Independence Bow! 


HEAD COACH: ARAN RECORD AT SCHOOL: 


N_ DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


CAREER RECORD: 


THE QUOTE 


got enough s 


F some hunting dog 


‘OFFENSE (10) 

80 Mike McCoy (Jr) 
Julio Jones (Fr) 

71 Andre Smith (Jr), 

78 Mike Johnson (Jt) 

59 Antoine Caldwell (Sr) 

76 Marion Davis (Sr) 

79 Drew Davis (Jr) 

83 Travis McCall (St) 

88 Nick Walker (Sr) 

14 John Parker Wilson (St) 

29 Terry Grant (So.) 


DEFENSE (6) 

98 Bobby Greenwood (St) 
97 Lorenzo Washington (Jr) 
95 Brandon Deaderick (dr) 
98 Brandon Fanney (Jr) 

serrell Harri (Fr) 

25 Rolando McClain (So.) 
10 Jimmy Johns (St) 

28 davier Arenas (Jc) 

3 Kareem Jackson (So.) 
49 Rashad Johnson (Sr) 
27 sustin Woodall (Jr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 99 Leigh Tiffin (dc) 
P97 Pa. Fitzgerald (Jt) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Nick s 


9 Nikita Stover (St) 
15 Darius Hanks (Fr) 
77 Charles Hoke (St) 
74 David Rass (So.) 
70 Evan Cardwell (Jr) 
73 William Viachos (So) 

Tyler Love (Fr) 

85 Preston Dial (S0,) 
87 Chris Underwood (Fr) 
12 Greg McElroy (S0.) 
38 Glen Coffee (Jr) 


52 Alfred McCullough (Fr) 

6 Brian Motley (S0,) 

96 Luther Davis So.) 
Don’Ta Hightower (Fr) 

1B Cory Reamer (dr) 

21 Prince Hall (Jt) 

47 Ezekial Knight (Sr) 

24 Marquis Johnson (Jr) 

8 Chris Rogers (dr) 

‘Alonzo Lawrence (Fr.) 
Robert Lester (Fr.) 


KR 28Javier Arenas (Jr) 
PR 28 Javier Arenas (Jr) 


Passing: John Parker Wilson, 462-255-2,846-12, 18 TDs 
ferry Grant, 180 car, 891 yds, 81Ds 
3: Mike McCoy, 28 rec. 207 yds,,11D 
Tackles: Rashad Johnson, 94, 57 solo 
‘Sacks: Ezekial Knight, 3; Lorenzo Washington, 3 
Interceptions: Rashad Johnson, 6 for 64 yds. 


(#) nsicates umber of retaring starters + BOLD indicates retiming starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


OFFENSE Colorado coaches believe faster will 
be better. So they spent the spring changing 
the offense, accelerating its pace and using 
fewer huddles. They saw opponents use similar 
methods against the Buffs in 2007 with 
success. And they figure that playing 5,334 
feet above sea level, they can leave opponents 
gasping for air. 

Beyond a quicker pace, though, the schemes 
should be similar to what CU used in 2007, 
when it enjoyed substantial increases in points, 
yards and virtually every statistic over 2006's 
totals. Wharll be different is the experience 
level. Quarterback Cody Hawkins showed as a 
redshirt freshman in 2007 he could manage 
things. He could post big numbers this season. 

By the middle of last season, CU was 
starting two true freshmen on the offensive 
line, and limited knowledge of the playbook 
held back some talented young receivers. 
Everyone is a year older, and everyone knows 
better what they're doing, Watch for Josh 
Smith to step up at receiver. 


Cornerback Ben Burney had five offseason 
‘operations scheduled, including to both 
wrists, both shoulders and his right knee. 
It’s unlikely he'll play in 2008, making CU 
very inexperienced at the position. 


The new guy everyone wants to see is 
freshman Darrell Scott. CU won a heated 
battle with Texas for Scott's signature. He was 
rated the nation’s top high school running 
back, and he will be given the chance to show 
he's worth the hype. 


DEFENSE The defensive line is the unit's 
strength. Senior tackles George Hypolite, first- 
team All-Big 12 in 2007, and Brandon Nicolas 
are smart, strong and quick. Opponents 
struggle to block them. 

Replacing All-America linebacker Jordon 
Dizon will be difficult. Bur after walk-ons were 
forced into action in 2007, there should be 


|. 28 at Nebraska 
#Denver, CO 
Yidacksonvill, FL 


‘Games in bold repre’ 
Wor Linicates apt 
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10 at Iowa State 
23 Nebraska 
30 #Alabama 


A. 31 #Colorado State = W | S. 1 Colorado State 
S. 6 Eastern Washington W |] S. 8 at Arizona State 
S. 18 West Virginia * |S. 15 Florida State 
S. 27 Wlovida State * | 52> tian (OH) 
Dora nieue S. 29 Oklahoma 
0. 11 at Kansas UN a sees 
0. 18 Kansas State W; {fie x0: star 
0. 5 at Missouri | 0. 13 atKansas State 
N. 1 atTexas A&M * | 0. 20 Kansas 
N. 8 Iowa State w | 0. 27 atTexas Tech 
N.15 Oklahoma State * | N. 3. Missouri 
N. * IN, 

N. 
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# Independence Bowl 


{5 RECORD AT SCHOOL: 8-1 


more depth at the position in 2008. Senior 
Brad Jones is a three-year starter, and coaches 
hope the expected returns of Michael Sipili 
(suspension in 2007) and Marcus Burton 
(academically ineligible in 2007) will help. 
The biggest question mark is cornerback, 
where first-team All-Big 12 performer 
Terrence Wheatley graduated, and the other 
returning starter, Ben Burney, was scheduled 
for five offseason surgeries that'll likely force 
him to redshirt in 2008. There are good 
athletes left, but little experience. Jimmy 
Smith, Gardner McKay, Cha'pelle Brown and 
Anthony Wright will be tested in the pass- 
happy Big 12. Safecy Ryan Walters is the 
leader, and his savvy should help the corners. 


SPECIALISTS Aric Goodman, a transfer from 
Wyoming, and Jameson Davis battled in 
ring to succeed Kevin Eberhart at kicker. No 
inner was named, but Goodman showed 
more accuracy. Matt DiLallo saw his numbers 
drop from 2006 to '07, but he’s still a good 
punter. CU must replace punt returner Chase 
McBride and its main man on kickoffs, 
Wheatley. 


FINAL ANALYSIS CU tripled its win total 
from the previous year in 2007, and beat big 
rivals like Nebraska and Colorado State. Still, 
ins seeks more urgency, and 
he doesn't want anyone to believe simply being 
a year older yields more wins. 

to keep evolving and reinventing ourselves to 


‘We always have 


stay ahead of the curv 8 says. 
Staying ahead of the curve means 
weathering a brutal schedule. Over one 


ominous stretch, CU hosts West Virginia, 
plays Florida State in Jacksonville, Fla., hosts 
‘Texas and then travels to Kansas. The Buffs 
also must build a good pass defense, the 
offensive line and running game must work 
well, and they must find consistency, which 
proved elusive in 2007. If i all comes together, 
CU could surprise. But that's a big if 


W (of 31-28 | RR Per Game Rank 
L 33-14 | Scoring 273 ppg 62 
L166 | Rushing 1442 ypa 6 
W 42-0} passing Ba3y 54 
W 27-24 | Total 3785 ypg 72 
ii cs Defense PerGame Rank 
E ae Scoring 295 ppg 78 
y Pes Rushing 1280 ypa 31 
‘ sao | Passing 2613 ypg 18 
og | Total 3893 yt 64 
L 31-28 id 
w 65-5) | REED Per Game Rank 
L 30-24 | 4 ge ha 


5) CAREER RECORD: 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


guy, 


a terrific 


but he’s also genuine: 
h, a great X’s and 0° 


coach offensively.” 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR 1 Josh Smith (60) 
WR 4 Patrick Williams (Sx) 
1 78 Nate Solder (S0) 
LG 61 Erick Faatagi (Sr) 
© _75 Daniel Sanders (Sr) 
RG 72 Devin Head (Jr) 
RT 73 Ryan Miller (So.) 
TE _ 33 Patrick Devenny (dr) 
QB 7 Cody Hawkins (S0.) 
FB 32 Maurice Cantrell (St) 
RB _ 8 Demetrius Sumer (So) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 91 Maurice Lucas (Sr) 
DT 86 George Hypolite (St) 
NT 94 Brandon Nicolas (Sr) 
DE 90 Marquez Herrod (So.) 
1B 54 Marcus Burton (Jc) 
MLB 45 deff Smart (Jr) 

1B 40 Brad Jones (Sx) 

CB 6 Gardner McKay (St) 
CB 3 dimmy Smith (S0.) 
SS__ 9 Daniel Dykes (Sr) 
FS 15 Ryan Walters (Sc) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K _ 13 Aric Goodman (So.) 
P14 Matt DiLallo (ir) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Cody Hawkins, 463-263-3,015-17, 22 TDs 
Demetrius Sumer, 100 car, 335 yds., 4TDs 
Receiving: Scotty McKnight, 47 rec., 955 yds., 4TDs 
Tackles: Daniel Dykes, 83, 60 solo 


Rushi 


‘Sacks: George Hypolite, 6 


Interceptions: Five players tied with 1 


(Indicates nanber of returing starters © BOLD indicates eturing starters 


6 Markques Simas (Fr) 
21 Scotty McKnight (So.) 
63 Ethan Adkins (Fr) 

71, Matt Bahr (Fr) 

56 Keenan Stevens (So) 
68 Shawn Daniels (Fr) 
79 Sione Tau (Fr) 

81 Luke Walters (ir) 

3 \Nick Nelson (Sr) 

41. Jake Behrens (Jt) 

2 Darrell Scott (Fr) 


96 Lagrone Shields (Fr) 
97 Taj Kaynor (dt) 

98 Eugene Goree (Fr) 
92 Jason Brace (Jt) 

52 Bryan Stengel (Jr) 
10 Michael Sipili (So, 
59 Bu, Beatty (So. 

2 Anthony Wright (Fr) 
29 Chapelle Brown (de) 
19 Travis Sandersfeld (Fr) 
46 Anthony Perkins (Fr) 


KR 1 dosh Smith (So.) 
PR 37 Jason Espinoza (Fr) 


The Cowboys finished seventh in 
the nation in total offense and should compile 
big numbers again in 2008. Oklahoma State's 
no-huddle, spread attack is a pick-your-poison 
philosophy that’s difficult to defend. The 
option running game is complemented by 
three- and four-receiver packages. 

Junior Zac Robinson is the ideal dual-threat 
quarterback. Robinson took over as the starter 
the third game and established a single-season 
school record for total offense (3,671 yards), 
accounting for 32 touchdowns. Robinson 
rushed for 847 yards and threw for 2,824. The 
only quarterback in the country to exceed both 
figures was Heisman Trophy winner Tim 
Tebow. 

‘Three experienced running backs fic well in 
OSU’s spread offense. Kendall “Spud” Hunter 
ran for 696 yards as a true freshman. Beau 
Johnson, who picked up the offense quickly in 
the spring, rushed for 1,756 yards to lead 
Butler (Kan.) Community College to the 
junior college national title. Junior Keith 
“Toston suffered a torn ACL late last season but 
is expected to be fully recovered for two-a-days. 


The Cowboys averaged 505 
yards of total offense in 
their eight Big 12 games, 


Tight end Brandon Pettigrew is an All- 
America candidate who produces match-up 
advantages against linebackers and defensive 
backs, Wide receiver Dez Bryant (43 catches, 
622 yards) is a budding star who blossomed as 
a true freshman. Several talented but 
inexperienced wide receivers must provide 
consistent production. 

For a change, the Cowboys are a legitimate 
two-deep in the trenches. Four starters return, 
five if you include David Washington, who 
suffered a broken leg three games into last 
season. Left tackle Russell Okung, a two-year 
starter, is the anchor, 


Defensive coordinator Tim 
Beckman’s goal is for the defense to rank in the 
top 50 in total yards for the first time since 
1999. Spring practices revealed that the 
defense should be improved, but Beckman’s 
goal is bold considering the Cowboys ranked 
10 1st last season. 

Seven junior college transfers and several 
young players from recent recruiting classes 
will provide an upgrade in talent. But the 
defense has been so suspect in recent years it 
would be a major step forward if the offense 
isn't forced to win shootouts. 

Senior cornerback Jacob Lacey is one of few 
defensive players with vast experience. Andre 
Sexton, a two-year starter at safety, has been 
moved to the hybrid linebacker position. Two 
junior college transfers, defensive tackle 
Swanson Miller and safety Lucien Antoine, 
best known by his nickname “the Punisher,” 
should provide immediate help. 


Senior punter Matt Fodge is 
one of the best in the country. Last year, he 
averaged 42.9 yards per boot. The kickoff and 
punt return units slipped a litle last year but 
should be a strength due to the talent this team 
has at the skill positions. Placckicking duties 
probably will be handled by Quinn Sharp, a 
highly touted incoming freshman. 


Three consecutive quality 
recruiting classes have upgraded the overall 
talencand improved depth at Oklahoma State, 
but that has yet to translate to the win-loss 
record, The Cowboys needed bowl wins over 
Alabama (2006) and Indiana (2007) just to 
finish with winning records both years. 

The Pokes are inching closer to competing 
with perennial Big 12 South powers Texas and 
Oklahoma, and while this could be a 
breakthrough season under coach Mike 
Gundy, who is still below .500 after three 
seasons, 2009 is a more likely date for the 
program to take a major leap forward. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (7-6, 4-4) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 

A. 30. #Washington State W |S. 1 at Georgia L354 

S. 6 Houston W|S. 8 Florida Atlantic == W 42-6 
S, 13 MissouriState  W| S. 14 at Troy L 41-23 | Rushing 243.2 yoa 8 
8. 27 Troy W |S, 22 TevasTech W 4945 | passing 243.2 yog 45 
0. 4 Texas A&M W | S. 29 SamHouston  W 39-3 | Total 4863 ypg 7 
a tase 1) 0 6 teas ag 2-23 | pm EYER 

. 18 Baylor 0.13 atNebraska «= W 45-14 
0. 25 at Texas L | 0. 20 Kansas State == W 41-39 | cord noes p 
N. 1 Towa State WIN. 3 Texas L 3-35 | Pushing 1558 pg eS 
N. 8 atTexas Tech L | N20 Kansas L 43-28 | Passing Peer mee, 
N.15 at Colorado * | N17 at Baylor w 4s-ag | Ol S20 yea ay 
N. 29 Oklahoma L | N. 24 at Oklahoma L 49-17 | MOE Rank 
#Seattle, WA D. 31 #Indiana w 9-3 | 3 co % 


Games in bold represent suing games 
Wor Linicates a projected win or loss 


#insight Bow! 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 1 Dez Bryant (So.) 
WR 83 Artrell Woods (So.) 
WR 85 Damian Davis (So.) 
LT 76 Russell Okung (Jr). 


9 Jeremy Broadway (Jt) 
25 Josh Cooper (Fr) 

84 Hubert Anyiam (Fr) 
71 Trent Perkins (So.) 

70 Jonathan Rush (Fr) 
63 David Washington (Sr.) 
77 Noah Franklin (Jr) 

77 Andrew Mitchell (Ur) 
86 Wilson Youman (Fr.) 

3 Alex Cate (So, 

2 Beau dohnson (Ur) 


LG 78 Michael Booker (So.) 
C54 Andrew Lewis (Jt) 

RG 65 Steven Denning (Sr.) 
RT 60 Brady Bond (Jr) 

TE 87 Brandon Pettigrew (Sr) 
QB 11 Zac Robinson (Je) 

RB 24 Kendall Hunter (So.) 


DEFENSE (6) 

DE 98 Derek Burton (dr) 
DT 96 deray Chatham (St) 
DT 90 Swanson Miller (Jr) 
DE 91 Ugo Chinasa (S0.) 
‘SLB 44 Andre Sexton (Jr) 
MLB 41 Orie Lemon (dr) 
WLB 4 Patrick Lavine (Jr) 
CB 16 Pertish Cox (Jt) 
CB 17 Jacob Lacey (Sr.) 
SS 26 Quinton Moore (St) 
FS 6 Ricky Price (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K Quinn Sharp (Fr) 
P 18 Matt Fodge (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Zac Robinson, 333-201-2,824-9, 23 TDs 
Rushing: Zac Robinson, 140 car, 847 yds., 9TDs 
Receiving: Dez Bryant, 43 rec, 622 yds, 6TDs 
Tackles: Patrick Lavine, 81,48 solo 

Sacks: Derek Burton, 35 

Interceptions: Jacob Lacey, 5 for 62 yds. 


50 Jamie Blatnick (Fr) 
94 Quencey Patrick (S0,) 
92 Tonga Tea (St) 
99 Richetti Jones (Fr) 
24 Deron Fontenot (Ft) 
42 Justin Gent (S0.) 
Donald Booker (in) 
23 Terrance Anderson (Jr) 
7 Maurice Gray (Jc) 
31 Lucien Antoine (Jr) 
Ll Ts. Bel (Sr) 


KR 7 Bo Bowling (Jr) 
PR 16 Perrish Cox (Jt) 


‘oy Sai 


(nates number of returning starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Peter Bruit 


OFFENSE Quarterback Brian Johnson was 
knocked out of Utah's 2007 season opener 
before halftime with a shoulder injury. Yee 
even with their offense restricted, the Utes won 
cight of the nine games Johnson started and 
finished, demonstrating offensive coordinator 
Andy Ludwigs adaptability and Johnson's 
impact as a leader, That's why he was named 
the team MVP, despite a big statistical drop-off 
from his 2005 season, when he ranked fourth 
in the country in total offense. 

The coaches were hesitant to let Johnson 
run, trying to protect his injured shoulder, and 
his passing ability was also limited, Offseason 
surgery helped him regain strength in the 
shoulder, and Johnson is primed for his senior 
season and has strong support from his 
surrounding cast. 

Darrell Mack was planning on redshirting, 
but he became the starter in the third game 
due to an injury to Matt Asiata and ended up 
rushing for 1,204 yards, the third-best total in 


school history. 


‘The Utes lost top receiver Derrek Richards 
to graduation but welcome back Brent Casteel, 
who was lost for the season with a knee injury 
in the second game. Casteel caught 39 passes 
in each of his first two years. 

The Utes return four starters along the 
offensive line, and they're quality players. Left 
tackle Zane Beadles is an athletic player, and 
right guard Robert Conley is a fourth-year 
starter who's strong and consistent. At left 
guard, Caleb Schlauderaff was a pleasant 
surprise after injuries to other players pushed 
him into the lineup. 


Tf everything goes as planned, 
Utah's defense will have 10 
returning starters for the 2009 
season. Cornerback Brice McCain is 
the only senior expected to start this 
year, 


DEFENSE After giving up a total of 575 
rushing yards while losing their first two 
games, the Utes made changes up front. Those 
changes worked. Paul Kruger and Koa Misi 
made a big impact, ranking third and fourth 
on the team in tackles, This duo will anchor 
the line as ends. Misi is moving from a tackle 
position, where he was undersized. 

The linebacking corps took a graduation hit 
“on paper,” says defensive coordinator Gary 
Andersen, pointing out that injuries created 
opportunities for returning players to gain 
experience. Stevenson Sylvester, the rover, was 
second on the team in total tackles (86) and 
tackles for a loss (10). He will lead the 
linebacking corps. 

The Utes will miss leading tackler Steve 
Tate, a strong safery who made plays all over 
the field, However, Tate is the only defensive 
back who's not returning among the 10 who 
played significantly last season. 


SPECIALISTS Louie Sakoda is a rare kicker- 
punter who's equally adept in both specialties, 
He averaged 44.3 yards as a punter last season, 
when six of his punts were downed inside the 
5-yard line. He's remarkably consistent as a 
kicker, having made 35-of-42 field goal 
attempts the past two seasons, 


FINALANALYSIS The Utes seem to end every 
season wishing they could replay a few games. 
‘The Aug, 30 season opener at Michigan is an 
intriguing opportunity for this team, because 
of the Wolverines’ coaching transition. An 
upset could position Utah for a tecurn to 
national prominence, because a home game 
with Oregon State is the only other teal 
challenge on the non-conference schedule, and 
the Utes also have conference contenders TCU 
and BYU coming to Salt Lake City, The Utes’ 
key is to avoid the kind of headshaking loss that 
has characterized coach Kyle Whittingham’s 
career and caused them to fall out of the league 
race before making a late push, 


——— 
2008 SCHEDUL! 2 s 07 NATIONAL 

A. 30 at Michigan L | A. 30 at Oregon State Offense Pet 

S. 6 UNL WS. 8 Air Force Scoring 26.2 ppg 8 
S. 13 at Utah State w} S. 15 UCLA Rushing 167.5 ypg 4B 
S. 20 at Air Force w |S: 22 at UNLV Passing 202.2 yg 81 
S. 27 Weber State w | 5 29 Utah State Total 369.6 yog 7) 
0. 2 Oregon State (a Defense Per Game Rank 
0, 11. at Wyoming w z 7 ee ate Scoring 169 ppg 5 
0. 18 Colorado State W'| 0 37 3t colorado State Rushing 1443 ypg 52 
No 1 atNew Mexico = Ww | 4 Passing 1842 ypg u 
Ne 6 TCU go | ab Mews Total 328.5 ypg 8 
y N. 17 New Mexico 

N. 15 at San Diego State W | ¥' 94 at ayy TO Margin. Per Game Rank 
Ne 220 B¥U, * |b 20 #Navy + 85 B 

Wort neater poet ness ‘#Poinsettia Bowl 
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DARRELUMACK “ 
THE QUOTE 
“When it’s run at full speed, you can’t stop that 
offense. But you need the offensive personnel to 
execilte it.” 
— An opposing MWC assistant coach 
OFFENSE (7) 
WR 88 Freddie Brown (x) Alona Key (it) 
WR 5 Brent steel (Sr) David Reed (Un) 


WR 81 Bradon Godfrey (Sr) 
AT 68 Zane Beadles (Jr) 

UG 72 Caleb Schlauderatf (S0.) 
© 77 Zane Taylor (So.) 

RG 66 Robert Conley (Sr) 

RT 65 Dustin Hensel (Sr) 

TE 45 Colt Sampson (St) 

QB 3 Brian Johnson (Sr) 
RB 6 Darrell Mack (St) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 41 Koa Misi (Jn) 

DT 43 Lei Talamaivao (S0.) 
NT 97 Isley Filaga (So) 
DE 11 Paul Kruger (So,) 
O18. 10 Stevenson Sylvester (Jr) 
MLB. 20 Nike Wright (dr) 
OLB 42 Nai Fotu (S0.) 

CB 1 Brice McCain (Sr) 
CB 25 Ru, Stanford (Je) 
$5 12 Joe Dale (Jr) 

FS 17 Robert Johnson (Jr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 35 Louie Sakoda (St) 
P 35 Louie Skoda (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS. 

Passing: Brian Johnson, 272-181-1,847-10, 11 Ts 
Rushing: Darrell Mack, 253 car, 1,204 yds., 12 TDs 
Receiving: Bradon Godtrey, 50 rec., 524 yds., 3TDs 
Tackles: Stevenson Sylvester, 86, 45 solo 


85 Jereme Brooks (So.) 

71 Walter Watts (60) 

74 Corey Seiuli (Sr) 

57 Tyler Wiliams (Jr) 

55 Nel A'asa (S0.) 

70 Tony Bergstrom (Fr) 
Dudley LaPorte (dr) 

19 Corbin Louks (S0.) 

4 Matt Asiata (Jr) 


56 Greg Newman (Sr) 
99 Aaron Tonga (St) 
92 Kenape Eliapo (Jt) 
90 Derrick Shelby (Fr) 
50 Mo Neal (Fr) 
52 Matt Martinez So.) 
59 Kepa Gaison (Jr) 
29 sustin Jones (it) 
4 Sean Smith (Jn) 
7 Rd Rice (Sr) 
31 Deshavn Richard (Sr) 


KR 85 Jereme Brooks (S0,) 
PR 85 Jereme Brooks (S0) 


(Indicates number of returng starters « BOLD indicates returning starters 


OFFENSE After the first five-game losing 
streak of his career cost his team a bowl berth 
last year, South Carolina coach Steve Spurrier 
decided to shake things up. In addition to 
hiring a new defensive coordinator, Spurrier 
announced he would delegate offensive play- 
calling duties for the first time in his college 
career. The OI Ball Coach is handing off to a 
younger Ball Coach — receivers coach Steve 
Spurrier Jr. The 63-year-old Spurrier, who 
helped revolutionize passing offenses at Florida 
in the 1990s, says he realized during a staff 
meeting last fall char it was time to get his 
assistants more involved. 

“['m still in charge of the offense. Even if he 
is the play-caller T'll be right there, (saying) 
‘Let’s go with this one, remember this one.” 
But you've got to let the play-caller call them,” 
Spurrier says. “You cantt be telling them every 


time what to do.” 


What the Gamecocks must do is settle on a 
quarterback to replace the up-and-down Blake 
Mitchell. Tommy Beecher, a redshirt junior, is 
more mobile than Smelley but has litele game 
experience. Chris Smelley was 4-2 as a starter 
last year, but there are questions about the 
right-hander’s arm strength. Highly routed 
freshman Stephen Garcia also was supposed to 
be in the mix before his latest run-in with the 
law left his furure in doubt. Beecher enters 
preseason camp with a slight edge. 

Assuming Spurrier finds a capable passer, 
South Carolina's receiving depth will be vastly 
improved. Kenny McKinley, who set a school 
record last year with an SEC-leading 77 
receptions, should get more help from Dion 
Lecorn and Moe Brown, as well as the tight 
end tandem of Jared Cook and Weslye 
Saunders. 


Steve Spurrier suffered through the first 
five-game losing streak of his coaching 
career last fall. 


DEFENSE New coordinator Ellis Johnson, a 
South Carolina native who spent the past four 
seasons at Mississippi State, inherits a group 
that returns 10 of 11 starters. Johnson’s first 
priority is shoring up a run defense that ranked 
110th nationally last year. 

The return of middle linebacker Jasper 
Brinkley should help. Brinkley, who missed 
most of last season following knee surgery, was 
an AIL-SEC pick in 2006 when he made 107 
stops, more than twice as many as the 
Gamecocks’ second-leading tackler. Brinkley 
will be flanked by Eric Norwood, who shifts to 
outside linebacker a year after earning all- 
conference honors and setting a school record 
for tackles for a loss as a defensive end. 

Strong safety Emanuel Cook headlines a 
veteran secondary that includes three juniors 
and a senior. Cook led the team in total tackles 
(92) and solo stops (77) last year, and is a big 
part of the Gamecocks’ blitz packages. 


SPECIALISTS: Spuirvict ie: exciocdl about new 
special reams coordinator Ray Rychleski, who 
brought organization and energy from 
Maryland. Rychleski spent spring practice 
developing depth on the special team units, a 
task that included finding someone to take 
part of the kicking load off do-it-all Ryan 
Succop. Rychleski hopes Spencer Lanning can 
handle the punting chores, freeing Succop to 
concentrate on kicking. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Spurrier, who is 21-16 in 
three seasons at South Carolina, still believes 
the Gamecocks have the talent to be 
successful. But he is toning down expectations 
after saying his team would shoot for an SEC 
championship in 2007. Boasting four all- 
conference players, the Gamecocks’ defense 
should keep them in most games. The key will 
be the play of Smelley — or whichever 
quarterback Spurrier decides to hitch his 
fortunes to. If none of the quarterbacks step 
up, ic won't matter who's calling the plays. 


2008 SCHEDULE 
28 NC State 

4 at Vanderbilt 
Georgia 
Wofford 
UAB 

4 at Ole Miss 
at Kentucky 
su 

1 Tennessee 
8 Arkansas 
15. at Florida 
29 at Clemson 


Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor L indicates a projected win or loss 


1 ULtafayette 
8 at Georgia 


at LSU 
Kentucky 


Vanderbilt 
at Tennessee 
3 at Arkansas 
Florida 
Clemson 
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HEAD COACH: RECORD AT SCHOOL 


OFFENSIVE COORDINAT 


94 


2007 RESULTS (6-6, 3-5) 


South Carolina St. W 
Mississippi State W 


at North Carolina W 


2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 

Ww 2-14 | RE Per Game Rank 

W 16-12 | Scoring 26.1 ppg 70 

38- 3 | Rushing 1137 ypg 101 

L 28-16 | Passing 258.2 ypg 7 

38-21 | Total 3718 ypg 7 

W 38-23 | Pats Per Game Rank 

21-15 | Scoring BS ppg 39 

L 17-6 | Rushing 2093 yog m0 

L (ot) 27-24 | Passing 1688 yog 4 

L 49-36 | Total 3 56 
L Sia 

L B21) 7 4 10 


CAREER RECORD: 
/E COORDINATO! 


MAI 
1 te 


THE QUOTE 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR 11 Kenny McKinley (St) 
WR 18 Dion Lecorn (So.) 
LT_77 damon Meredith (Sx) 
LG 57 Lemuel Jeanpierre (Jt) 
C70 Garrett Anderson (Jt) 
RG 74 Heath Batchelor (S0.) 
78 dustin Sorensen (St) 
84 Jared Cook (it) 
6 Tommy Beecher (Jc) 
47 Patrick DiMarco (So.) 
25 Mike Davis (Sc) 


DEFENSE (10) 

4 Jordin Lindsey (Sc) 
91 Ladi Ajiboye (So.) 
95 Nathan Pepper (Jt) 
83 Cliff Matthews (So.) 
OLB 40 Eric Norwood (Jr) 
MLB 52 Jasper Brinkley (Sr) 
OLB 45 Rodney Paulk (dr) 
CB 1 Captain Munnerlyn (Je) 
€B 5 Carlos Thomas (Sr) 
SS 21 Emanuel Cook (dr) 
FS 32 Darian Stewart (Jr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K_ 14 Ryan Succop (Sr) 
P 87 Spencer Lanning (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Tackles: Emmanuel Cook, 92, 77 solo 
‘Sacks: Eric Norwood, 6 


9 Moe Brown (dr) 

85 doe Hills (Fr) 

66 Hutch Eckerson (S0,) 

63 Seaver Brown (So,) 

65 Ryan Broadhead (Ft) 

64 Kevin Young (So.) 

68 Kyle Nunn (Fr) 

88 Weslye Saunders (S0.) 
7 Chris Smelley (S0.) 

46 Bryan Kingrey (St) 

10 Brian Maddox (Sa) 


42 Travian Robertson (So.) 
97 Kenrick Elis (S0.) 

79 Marque Hall (Sr) 

96 Clifton Geathers (So.) 
31 Gerrod Sinclair (Jt) 
53 Marvin Sapp (Sr) 

4 ‘Alonzo Winfield (Fr) 
3 Akeem Auguste (Fr) 
36 Stoney Woodson (Sr) 
13 Mark Barnes (Fr) 
V7 Chris Culver (0) 


KR 17Chris Culliver (S0.) 
PR 1 Captain Munneriyn (Jc) 


is Smelley, 162-92-1,176-7, 91Ds 
ike Davis, 114 car, 518 yds,, 5TDs 
Receiving: Kenny Mckinley, 77 rec., 968 yds., 9TDs 


Interceptions: Emanuel Cook, 3; Captain Munnerlyn, 3 
(@ indicates number of retring starters + BOLD indicates retuing starters 
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OFFENSE It’s been awhile since the Bears have 
had this many questions on offense. ‘Two-year 
starter Nate Longshore is back at quarterback, 
but he was inconsistent last season and is being 
pushed for the job by backup Kevin Riley, who 
dazzled in last year's Armed Forces Bowl. 

Sophomore Jahvid Best is a star in the 
making, but he was very limited in spring 
practice as he recovers from a hip injury. The 
Bears seem confident Best will be completely 
healed by the start of the season, but they've 
been very cautious with the injury. It didn’t 
help that James Montgomery, who actually 
was listed as the team’s No. 1 tailback on the 
spring depth chart, transferred out. 

Cal is starting over at wide receiver after the 
departure of DeScan Jackson, Lavelle Hawkins 
and Robert Jordan. There are only 12 career 
catches on the roster, and 10 of those belong to 
senior LaReylle Cunningham. Redshirt 
freshman Michael Calvin opened eyes on the 
scout team last year and should immediately 
become the Bears’ top threat. 

Cal is in good shape on the offensive line. 
All-America center Alex Mack is back after 
flirting with the NEL, while improving tackle 
Mike Tepper moves from the right side to the 


left side. 


Tt was more of a struggle than expected, but 
Cal had a winning season in 2007, giving the 
Bears their sixth straight winning campaign. 
It's the longest streak at the school since the 
late 1940s and early 50s. 


DEFENSE The Bears are considering using 
more of a 3-4 system because they are 
extremely deep at linebacker, led by All-Pac-10 
senior Zack Follett. They also don’t have the 
depth on the defensive line — their down 
linemen recorded only 10 sacks a year ago. 
Worrell Williams and Anthony Felder 
teamed with Follett to give Cal a formidable 


linebacking corps last year, but Williams and 
Felder tailed off down the stretch and didn’t 


start the Bears’ final two games. 

The Bears have a potentially respectable 
nucleus of defensive linemen with Rulon 
Davis, Derrick Hill, Tyson Alualu and 
Cameron Jordan. Coaches also are high on a 
few redshirt freshmen who did well on the 
scout team last year. 

Cal is solid in the secondary with steady 
cornerback Syd’Quan Thompson on one side 
and sophomore Chris Conte on the other. 
Conte started three games as a true freshman 
but could be pushed by sophomore Darian 
Hagan. Free safety Thomas DeCoud is off to 
the NEL, but Bernard Hicks, who shared time 
with Marcus Ezeff at strong safety last year and 
played free safety in 2006, will replace him. 


SPECIALISTS ‘The Bears will need to see 
improvement from kicker Jordan Kay, who 
was only 7-of-14 on field goals beyond 30 
yards. Cal lost accomplished punter Andrew 
Larson, but redshirt freshman Bryan Anger 
was a prep All-American, and Cal has high 
hopes for him. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Bears have a lot of 
repairing to do after last season's second-half 
meltdown. This will be the first time in recent 
years Cal hasn't entered a season with hefty 
expectations. That could be good for the 
Bears, whose inability to deal with their early- 
season success last year may have been one of 
the reasons for such a precipitous fall. 

Calls defense finished sixth in the Pac-10 in 
points allowed and yards allowed. It will need 
to improve on that to help an offense dealing 
with uncertainty. The Beats’ offense should 
improve as the season goes on, as a completely 
overhauled receiving corps gets comfortable. 
Jeff Tedford’s recent recruiting efforts mean the 
Bears have talent in their program. 

How quickly they distance themselves from 
the second half of last season could go a long 
way toward returning them to the national 
elite 


A. 30 MichiganState © W]/S. 1 Tennessee W 45-31 | EE aor 
S. 6 atWashington State W] S. 8 atColorado State W 34-28 | Scoring 293 pa 30 
$. 13. at Maryland * |S. 15 Louisiana Tech = W 42-12 | Rushing 1655 ypg 45 
S. 27 Colorado State W | S. 22 Arizona W 45-27 | Passing 239.2 ypg 49 
0. 4 Arizona State L | S. 29 at Oregon W 31-24 | Total 404.6 ypg 50 
Gis: at Aries + | 0. 13 Oregon State 31-28 | pray cee 
Obst ticta + | 0. 20 atucia L 3021 | Soong Ta mr 
a Oreeon | 0 27 atArzona State 31-20 | achine Pres a 
N. 8 at USC LAN NGS ara Washrngta State W207") esi 2143 ypa 38 
N. 15 atOregonstate — w |. 10 USC LEY | otal 3785 ya 58 
ieee w [No J7 atWashington 37-23 
Tea ww | 2 2 atStantord L 20.3 | KLE Gi a 

Games in bold represent swing games D. 31 #hir Force Hvar 

Wer inicates a projected rss #Armed Forces Bowl 


HEAD COACH RECORD AT SCHOOL: 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: FRAN 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: OB GREGO! 


THE QUOTE 
“They had a great run for a 
get back to where they 
league title? I do 


—An oy 


OFFENSE (4) 
84 Michael Calvin (Fr) 
3 Jeremy Ross (S0.) 
79 Mike Tepper (Sr.) 
70 Mark Boskovich (S0) 
51 Alex Mack (Sr), 
55 Noris Malele (Sr) 
58 Chet Teofilo (Sr) 
5 Cameron Morrah (Jr) 
6 Nate Longshore (Sr.) 
2B Will Ta'ufo'ou St) 
4 Jahvid Best (50) 


DEFENSE (8) 
DE 94 Rulon Davis (Sr) 
91 Cody Jones (Jr) 
76 Derrick Hill (S0.) 
44 Tyson Alualu (de) 
56 Zack Follett (Sr) 
1 Worrell Williams (Sr) 
7 Anthony Felder (Sr.) 
17 Chris Conte (S0.) 
5 Syd’Quan Thompson (Jr) 
29 Marcus Ezeff (Jt) 
FS 2 Bernard Hicks (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 34 dordan Kay (St) 
P 19 Bryan Anger (Fr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Nate Longshore, 384-230-2, 
Rushing: Jahvid Best, 29 car, 221 yd 
Receiving: Cameron Morrah, 13 rec., 
Tackles: Worrell Williams, 105, 57 sol 
‘Sacks: Zack Follett, 5.5 
Interceptions: Six players tied with 1 


()ndizatesnombe fretursingstasters + BOLD nests retuing starters 


few years. Can they 


re competing for a 


n't kn 
Pa 


8 Nyan Boateng (Jr) 
85 LaReyle Cunningham (Sr) 
76 Matt Laird (Jr) 

73 Richard Fisher (60) 
54 Chris Guarnero (So) 
61 dustin Cheadle (Fr) 
78 dustin Pruett So.) 
44 Tad Smith (Je) 

13 Kevin Filey (50) 

33 Brian Holley (ir) 

2 Tracy Slocum (S0.) 


57 Keith Browner (So.) 
77 Michael Costanzo (So.) 
98 Mika Kane (Sr) 

97 Cameron Jordan (So.) 
9 Eddie Young (dr) 

3 Da. Holt Fr) 

18 Michael Mohamed (50.) 
26 Darian Hagan (S0,) 
27 Charles Amadi (S0.) 

8 Du. Campbell (Fr) 

25 Brett Johnson (Jt) 


KR_4 Jahvid Best (S0,) 
PR 34 Shane Vereen (Fr.) 


580-13, 16TDs 
is, 2TDs 

155 yds., 17D 
0 


For the second straight year, 
Cincinnati enters fall camp hoping that a 
transfer who has undergone shoulder surgery 
can recover quickly enough to run coach Brian 
Kellys spread offense. Last year it was Ben 
Mauk, who, despite playing all season with a 
sore shoulder, led the Bearcats to a 10-3 record 
and a No. 17 national ranking. This year it’s 
Notre Dame transfer Demetrius Jones who's 
recovering from surgery to repair a torn 
labrum. 

Kelly loves Jones’ athleticism and potential, 
buc if Jones can’t duplicate what Mauk did, the 
Bearcats could tun back to Dustin Grutza, 
last year’s backup but a two-year starter before 
Mauk’s arrival. There's also a promising 
redshire freshman in Chazz Anderson who 
could compete for the job. 

Assuming Kelly finds a quarterback, the rest 
of the offense looks solid. Jacob Ramsey returns 
after claiming the starting running back 
position late last year. He has added about 20 
pounds to his upper body without sacrificing 
speed. The receiving corps, led by Dominick 
Goodman and Marcus Barnett, is deep and 
talented, and the offensive line looks solid, if a 
little thin on experience after the starters 


When Cincinnati arrived 
in the Top 25 on Sept. 23 
of last season, it was the 
first time the Bearcats 
had been ranked since = = 
Oct. 25, 1976. 


Second-team All-America tackle 
Terrill Byrd is back for his senior season to 
anchor the line along with Adam Hoppel. But 
the Bearcats are starting over at defensive end 
as they look to replace highly regarded Angelo 
Craig and Anthony Hoke. 

Cincinnati was so thin at the defensive end 
position that Kelly moved Connor Barwin, last 
year’s starting tight end, to that position, along 
with Craig Carey, a backup quarterback for his 


Vai iw 


first three years, in an attempt to add some 
athleticism. Barwin was penciled in as the 
starter on one side opposite Lamonte Nelms, 
last year’s backup. 

The linebacker corps is a little thin, with 
two starters returning in Corey Smith on the 
outside and Ryan Manalac in the middle. 
‘Andre Revels, a backup last year, is expected to 
start at the other outside spot. 

In the secondary, the Bearcats have two 
solid performers in all-league cornerbacks 
Mike Mickens and DeAngelo Smith, but 
they'll miss the hard-hitting presence and 
leadership of free safety Haruki Nakamura. 
Brandon Underwood, a transfer from Ohio 
State, will find his way onto the field, and 
Drew Frey, who was redshirted as a freshman 
last year after suffering a shoulder injury 
during training camp, is also expected to help. 


‘The Bearcats have one of the 
best punters in the country in senior Kevin 
Huber, a first-team All-American last year, but 
they had a difficult time kicking field goals. 
Jake Rogers, who returns for his sophomore 
year, was only 11-for-19 last season and could 
find himself pushed by incoming freshman 
wide receiver/kicker Danny Milligan. 


Kelly will be the first to tell 
you that the quarterback is the most important 
person on the field. If Jones develops the way 
Kelly hopes he will, the Bearcats could be 
explosive offensively, If Barwin can become a 
productive defensive end, the defense should 
be formidable again. 

Kelly believes this team has the potential ro 
win the Big East, and he might be right, but as 
the season begins, thar’s a huge question mark. 
Irs also difficult to imagine this team making 
it to a BCS bowl game without a reliable 
placekicker, Bur Kelly has been a winner 
wherever he’s been, and his players believe in 
him. Even with the uncertainty at quarterback, 
this should be an upper-echelon Big East team. 


2008 SCHEDULE | 2007 RESULTS (10-3, 4-3) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 28 Eastern Kentucky  W'| A. 30 SEMissouriState W 59-3 | am Per Came 
S. 6 at Oklahoma L |S. 6 Oregon state  W 343 | scoring 363 ppg 16 
S. 20. Miami (OH) WS. 15 atMiami(OH) = W. 47-10 | Rushing 1478 ypa «2 
S. 27 at Akron W |S. 22 Marshall W 40-14 | passing 286.2 ypa 20 
0. 3. at Marshall W | S. 29 atSan Diego State W 52-23 | Total 433.9 ypg 30 
0. 11 Rutgers L | 0. 6 at Rutgers W 2-23 : 
0.25 atConnecticut —* | 0. 13 Louisville 25-24 | Si a nar 
0. 30. South Florida L | 0. 20 atpittsburgh = Ls 24-17 - ee a 
N. 8 atWest Virginia -L | N. 3 atSouthFiovda§« W 38-33 | Doce pests fa 
N.14 at Louisville * | N. 10 Connecticut W 2-3 re 3682 bs 50 
N. 22 Pittsburgh * | N17 WestVirginia = L 28-23 | 08 bad 
N. 29 Syracuse WN. 24 at syracuse w 52-3) | EE Per Game Rank 
PibetetBavall * |b. 22 #Southern Miss w 31-21 | +16 12 6 

il ie ea os 2 
ates papal were +#Papajohns.com Bowl 


SEARCATS hace 


OFFENSE (6) 

‘88 Marty Gilyard (Jr) 

16 Dominick Goodman (St) 
‘85 Marcus Barnett (So.) 
tT 79 Khalil El-Amin (Sr) 
1G 76 Trevor Canfield (Sr) 
C56 Chris Jurek (dr) 

RG _ 60 Jason Kelce (So) 

RT _71 Jeff Linkenbach (Jr) 
TE 83 Kazeem All (dr) 

QB 3 Demetrius Jones (So) 
RB 20 Jacob Ramsey (ut) 


DEFENSE (6) 

DE 10 Lamonte Nelms (Sr) 
DT 67 Adam Hoppel (Sr.) 
DT 95 Terrill Byrd (Sr) 
DE 89 Connor Barwin (St) 
42 Corey Smith (Sr) 
MLB 45 Ryan Manalac (Sr) 
50 Andre Revels (J) 
CB 21 Mike Mickens (Sr) 
CB 6 DeAngelo Smith (Sc) 
SS _ 18 CedricTolbert (Sr) 
FS 25 Brad Jones (Jt) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K _97 Jake Rogers (So.) 
P47 Kevin Huber (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


87 Charley Howard (Jt) 
‘80 Armon Binns ($0. 

24 Jared Martin (Jr) 

59 Alex Hoffman (Fr) 

63 Blake McCroskey (Fr) 
69 Frank Becker (Fr) 

70 Cul. Cobb (S0) 

68 Craig Parmenter (Fr) 
19 Ben Guiduali (So) 

4 Dustin Grutza (St) 
22 John Goebel (S0.) 


7 Craig Carey (Jt) 

90 Ricardo Mathews (Jt) 
40 John Hughes (Fr) 

94 Rob Trigg (S0.) 
49 Torry Cornett (Sr) 

9 Alex Delis (Fr) 

3 Delbert Ferguson (Sr) 
32 dustin Moore (S0.) 

8 Brandon Underwood (Se) 
46 Scott Johnson (Fr) 

4 Drew Frey (Fr) 


KR 6 DeAngelo Smith (Sr) 
PR 6 DeAngelo Smith (St) 


Passing: Dustin Grutza, 55-39-432-0, 4 TDs 


Rushing: Jacob Ramsey, 96 car., 362 yds., 3 TDs 
jominick Goodman, 68 rec., 869 yds. 8TDs 
Tackles: Corey Smith, 80, 39 solo 

Sacks: Terrill Byrd, 8 

Interceptions: DeAngelo Smith, 8 for 82 yds. 


Tan Gack Ron Spon 


(e) cates manberof returning starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE North Carolina returns almost its 
entire offense from a year ago, putting the 
team in position for increased production in 
its second season under coordinator John 
Shoop. Sophomore TJ. Yates, who missed 
spring practice after having surgery on his 
throwing shoulder, figures to be at the 
controls. Yates exceeded all reasonable 
expectations last season as a redshirt freshman 
while passing for a school-record 2,655 yards, 
but he must improve his decision-making after 
tossing 18 interceptions. 

Yates has a talented group of targets in 
junior Hakeem Nicks and seniors Brandon 
Tate and Brooks Foster. Nicks, who set a 
school record with 74 receptions in 2007, has 
great hands and is a load after the catch. Tate 
is one of the league’s top deep threats, and 
Foster is adept at working the middle of the 


21 : 


The Tar Heels have room for improvement 
on the ground, where they averaged 99.2 yards 
per game last season. UNC has all but one 
starter returning on the offensive line. Veterans 
Calvin Darity (right guard) and Garrete 
Reynolds (right tackle) will help pave the way 
for sophomore tailback Greg Little. Litdle 
began last season at wide receiver, but he 


racked up 243 yards on 50 carries in the final 
two games. 


The Tar Heels have lost 21 
Consecutive games outside the 
‘state of North Carolina since they 
won at Arizona State 38-35 on 
Oct. 5, 2002. 


)EFENSE The Tar Heels have a new defensive 
coordinator in Everett Withers, who spent 
2007 at Minnesota, but Withers’ system is 
similar to the 4-3 scheme that Chuck Pagano 
installed last season. 

UNC is well-stocked at defensive tackle 
with pass-rushing Marvin Austin, run-stuffing 


Cam Thomas and developing contributors 
Aleric Mullins and Tydreke Powell, but the 
Heels aren't deep at defensive end. Junior EJ. 
Wilson finished second on the team with five 
sacks last season, but he'll need some help. 

The Tar Heels will miss Durell Mapp, who 
was second in the ACC in tackles in 2007, as 
they keep searching for consistency at 
linebacker. Sophomores Bruce Carter and 
Quan Sturdivant showed potential while 
playing the position for the first time last 
season, and senior Chase Rice is back after 
suffering a season-ending ankle injury in the 
first game. 

UNC has budding talent in the secondary 
in sophomore safety Deunta Williams, the 
2007 ACC Defensive Rookie of the Year, and 
sophomore cornerbacks Kendric Burney and 
Charles Brown. Senior Trimane Goddard, 
entering his third year as a starter, is reliable. 


STS UNC has some holes without 
Connor Barth, who kicked a school-record 54 
field goals over the last four years, holder Ryan 
Baucom and deep snapper Michael Murphy. 
The kicking chores could fall to redshirt 
freshman Jay Wooten. Tate, the ACC's career 
leader in kickoff return yardage, gives the team 
a dangerous return man, and Terrence Brown 
is a solid punter. 


NAL ANALYSIS Brighter days lie ahead in 
Chapel Hill, but the question is how much 
further ahead. In terms of their schedule this 
season, the Tar Heels finally catch a break. A 
tough non-conference slate features Rutgers, 
Connecticut and Notre Dame, but they miss 
Clemson, Florida State and Wake Forest in 
conference play. If the Tar Heels can crank up 
their running game, take better care of the ball, 
get solid play at linebacker and find 
consistency in the kicking game, they'll find 
themselves in position to make a run at a plus- 
500 record and contend for their first bowl 
berth since 2004. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (4-8, 3-5) 2007 NATIONAL i RANKINGS 
A.30 McNeese State WS. 1 James Madison W 7-4 
S.11 at Rutgers LS. SatEast Carolina L 34-31 
$.20 Virginia Tech * — §.15 Virginia L 22-20 
S.27 at Miami *  $.22 atSouth Florida L 37-10 
0. 4 Connecticut W  $.29 at VirginiaTech L 17-10 
0.11 Notre Dame W 0. 6 Miami Ww 33-27 
0.18 at Virginia W 0.13 South Carolina L 2-15 
0.25 Boston College * 0.27 atWake Forest L 37-10 
N. 8 Georgia Tech WN. 3 Maryland Ww 16-B 
N15 at Maryland * N10 atNCState Ll 31-27 
N. 22 NC State W | N.17 atGeorgiaTech L © 27-25 
N29 at Duke W N24 Duke W (ot) 20-14 


Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor Lindicates a projected win or loss 


‘HEAD COACH: ALIICH DAVIS RECORD AT SCHO 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


| Sacks: Eu Wilson, 5 


MARVIN AUSTIN: 


“As a team, I think we're very competitive tight 
now. HS like @ new fire has been lit in all of us, 
We just want-to win. The ACC championship is 
all we think about.” 


— Dewnte Willams, sophomore safely 


‘OFFENSE (10) 
WR 88 Hakeem Nicks (Jt) 
WR_ 87 Brandon Tate (St) 

LT 72 Kyle dolly ir) 
is 76 Bryon Bishop (St) 
C73 Aaron Stahl (Jr) 
RG 79 Calvin Darity (Sr) 

RT _ 75 Garrett Reynolds (Sr) 
TE 17 Zack Pianalto (So.) 


1 Brooks Faster (Sr) 
3 Kenton Thornton (Jr) 
7 Carl Gaskins (Fe) 


69 Lowell Dyer (Jt) 
65 Cam Holland (Fr) 
£6 Mike Ingersoll So.) 
89 Richard Quinn (Sr) 


QB 13 Ts. Yates (So.) 7 Mike Paulus (Fr) 
FB 4 Bobby Rome (dr) 6 Anthony Ezy (So.) 
RB 8 Greg Little (Sa) 32 Ryen Houston (S0.) 
DEFENSE (5) 

DE 92 Ew. Wilson (dt) 95 Greg Elleby (So,) 
DT 9 Marvin Austin (So.) 91 Tydreke Powell (Ft) 
DT 97 Aleric Mullins (Jt) 93 CamThomas (Ur) 


DE 98 Darrius Massenburg (So) 40 Darius Powell (50) 
52 Quan Sturdivant ($0) __36 Kennedy Tinsley (Jt) 
B 41 MarkPeschal(Sc) 51 Wesley Flagg (Jc) 
54 Bruce Carter ( 
BB Jordan Hemby (dr) 
26 Richie Rich (Jr) | 
30. Da’Norris Searcy (S0) 
5 Melvin Williams (Jr.) 


116 Kendric Burney (So.) 
42 Charles Brown (So) 
31 Trimane Goddard (Sr) 
27 Deunta Williams (So.) 


18 Jay Wooten (Fr) 

19 Terrence Brown (St) 
RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Ty. Yates, 365-218-2,655-18, 14 TDs 
Rushing: Johnny White, 95 car, 399 yds., OTDs 
Receiving: Hakeem Nicks, 74 rec., 958 yds., 51Ds 
Tackles: Trimane Goddard, 59; 41 solo 


KR 87 Brandon Tate (Sr) 
PR 87 Brandon Tate (Sr) 


Interceptions: Deunta Williams, 3 for 84 yds. 
(?toicates number of retring starters + BOLD indicates retuming starters 


See Shvareman 
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OFFENSE Quarterback Jake Christensen was 
sacked an incredible 46 times and pressured in 
the pocket too many times to count during his 
first season as the starter at Iowa. Still, the 
southpaw passed for 2,269 yards and 17 
touchdowns as a sophomore — the 12th- 
highest single-season total in school history. 
"The most dependable part of the offense last 
season was the running back duo of Albert 
Young and Damian Sims, but they both have 
used up their eligibility. Iowa only had one 
rectuited running back on scholarship during 
spring practice, but there could be at least four 
backs on campus when practice starts this fall. 
The hope is that 227-pound bruiser Shonn 
Greene will rejoin the team this season after 
attending junior college last year. Greene 
played at Iowa as a freshman and sophomore. 


Derrell Johnson-Koulianos returns after 
leading the team in receiving yards (482) and 
as a freshman last season. 
There is adequate depth at receiver despite the 
of Dominique Douglas, James 
Cleveland and Anthony Bowman due to legal 
issues, The offense should receive a boost with 
the return of junior tight end ‘Tony Moeaki. 
He was leading Iowa in receiving last fall when 
he suffered a season-ending arm injury against 
Wisconsin, 


Towa has averaged 6.3 wins over 
the last three seasons. In the 
previous three seasons 
(2002-04), the Hawkeyes 
averaged 10.3 wins, 


los: 


DEFENSE Only five starters return on defense, 
but senior tackles Matt Kroul and Mitch King 
have started 37 and 32 consecutive games, 
respectively. King made first-team All-Big Ten 
last season and has a motor thar never stops. 
Both starters at defensive end and at 


cornerback have to be replaced, along with two 
of the three starters at linebacker. Sophomores 


HAW REYES J actnesspicion 6 


Christian Ballard and Adrian Clayborn are the 
leading candidates to stare at end. 

Junior A.J. Edds returns after starting all 12 
games at outside linebacker last season. 
Sophomore Jacody Coleman has the edge at 
inside linebacker; sophomores Jeff Tarpinian 
and Jeremiha Hunter could share time at the 
other linebacker position. 

Senior Harold Dalton brings experience to a 
secondary that will feature some new faces. 
Dalton started all 12 games at strong safery last 
season and made 49 tackles. 


SPECIALISTS The rise of freshman punter 
Ryan Donahue was one of the few positives 
from last season. Donahue averaged 41.1 yards 
per attempt, and Iowa's 39.4 net punting 
average ranked second in the Big Ten last 
season. Sophomore Daniel Murray and junior 
Austin Signor once again will compete at 
kicker, Murray has a slight edge after making 
7-of-10 field goals last season. 


FINAL ANALYSIS After three consecuti 
disappointing seasons, many Iowa fans now 
have a wait-and-sce attitude with regard to 
their football ream. The same program that 
combined to finish 31-7 and won two Big Ten 
titles during a three-year span from 2002-04 is 
just 19-18 overall since then, including 11-13 
in the Big Ten. That has caused some of the 
glow to rub off Iowa coach Kirk Ferentz. 
Making matters worse is the fact that 14 Iowa 
players were arrested between April 2006 and 
April 2007. 

The offense will have to show dramatic 
improvement for Iowa to have any chance to 
contend for a Big'Ten title. The schedule looks 
favorable with Michigan and Ohio State 
absent for the second consecutive year. But this 
is an Towa team that lost to Western Michigan 
at home in the 2007 season finale. 

This season should give further indication 
of which direction the program is headed 
under Ferentz. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (6-6, 4-4) 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30, Maine W oS. 1 #No.llinis W 16-3 Oey PerGame Rank 
S. 6 Florida International W | S. 8 Syracuse W 35-0 Scoring 185p9 = 0 
S. 13 Iowa State W |S. 15 atfowaState 15-13 Rushing 1263 ypa 2 
S. 20 at Pittsburgh * S22 atWisconsin — L_-174-13._Passing 190.1 yp 4 
S. 27 Northwestern W | S. 29 Indiana L 38-20 Total 316.3 ypg 109 
0. 4 atMichigan State * 0. 6 atPenStte . 27-7 PRES Pec Gael Rati 
0. 11 at Indiana WO. 13 Illinois W 10-6 Scoring 188 ppg 2 
0. 18 Wisconsin L 0. 20 at Purdue L316 Rushing 122.0 ypa m4 
N. 1 at Ilinois L 0. 27 Michigan State W(o)34-27 Passing 229.2 pa @ 
N. 8 Penn State LN. 3 atNorthwestern W 28-17 Total 351.2 ypq 36 
N. 15. Purdue WN. 10 Minnesota = W-—=s21-16 Neyer eer 
N. 22 at Minnesota WN. 17 Western Michigan L 28-19 +8 67 2 


Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor Linticates 3 projected win or loss 


#Chicago, IL 


THE QUOTE 


“When Jake (Christensen) has time, he’s lethal. 


He's got an arm and he picks some teams apart 
As that young line matures, I see that whole 
offense getting better.” 


{An opposing Big Ten assistant coach 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 86 Trey Stross (Jr) 

WR 80 Andy Brodell (St) 

LT 78 Dace Richardson (Sr) 
74 Dan Doering (Jr) 
C52 Rafael Eubanks (Jt) 
71 Seth Olsen (Sr) 

79 Bryan Bulaga (S0.) 
TE 81 Tony Moeaki (Sr) 


15 ,Johnson-Koutanos (Sa) 
26 Paul Chaney dr, (S0.) 
68 Andy Kuempe! (Jt) 

63. ullan Vandervelde (So) 
58 Rob Bruggeman (Sr) 
61 Travis Meade (Jr) 

60 Kyle Calloway (Jr) 

83 Brandon Myers (Sr) 


QB 6 dake Christensen (Jr) 12 Ricky Stanzi (S0.) 
FB 38 Jordan McLaughlin (St) 36 Brett Morse (So.) 
RB 21 Nate Guillory (Ur) eff Brinson (Fr) 


DEFENSE (5) 


DE 94 Adrian Clayborn (So.) 98 Chad Geary (dr) 

DT 53 Matt Kroul (St) 64 Cody Hundertmark (S0.) 
DT 47 Mitch King (Sr) 59 Anton Narinskiy (Sr) 
DE 46 Christian Ballard (So.) 91 Broderick Binns (Fr) 
OLB 33 deffTarpinian (S0.) 42 Jeremiha Hunter (So.) 


MLB 55 Jacody Coleman (S0,) 
OLB 49 Ad. Edds (dt) 
B29 Bradley Fletcher (St) 
CB 4 Jordan Bernstine (S0.) 
SS 2 Harold Dalton (St) 
FS 30 Brett Greenwood (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 1 Daniel Murray (So.) 
P 5 Ryan Donahue (So,) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Jake Christensen, 370-198-2,269-6, 17 TDs 
Rushing: Derrell Johnson-Koulianos, 2 car, 19 yds., 0TDs 


43 Pat Angerer (dr) 
45 Tyler Nielsen (Fr) 
20 Joe Conktin (S0.) 
16 Drew Gardner (Sr) 
18 Lance Tilison (S0.) 
3 Diauntae Morrow (So) 


R15 dons Koiaos (0) 
PR 26 Paul Chaney Jt ($0) 


Receiving: Derrell Johnson-Koulianos, 38 rec., 482 yds., 2TDs 
Tackles: Au. Edds, 80, 29 solo 

Sacks: Mitch King, 45 

Interceptions: Brett Greenwood, 2; Bradley Fletcher, 2 


(indicates numberof retrring starters + BOLD indeatesrtuming starters 
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Timunehery 


OFFENSE Under new coach Mike Sherman, 
‘Texas A&M's offense looks more modern than 
throwback. Much to the delight of many 
A&M fans, the Aggies have abandoned the 
option-oriented attack Dennis Franchione 
utilized. Senior quarterback Stephen McGee 
may benefit the most from the arrival of 
Sherman. McGee, a passing quarterback in 
high school, will finally have the opportunity 
to consistently display those passing skills. The 
Aggies also feature an extremely talented and 
athletic backup in Jerrod Johnson, who has a 
rifle arm and quick feet. 

But when A&M does run the football it has 
plenty of talented options, led by monstrous 
fullback Jorvorskie Lane and lightning-quick 
tailback Mike Goodson, Lane, who is listed at 
285 pounds but probably played last year at 
300 or more, is a punishing runner who 
rushed for 16 touchdowns last year. 
Meanwhile, Goodson is the explosive speed 
burner who helped turn the Texas game in 
A&M's favor the last two years with big plays 
in the open field, 


‘Texas A&M only had one player (center 
Cody Wallace) on the 2007 All-Big 12 first 
team as chosen by the league’s coaches. 
A&M also had only one first-team pick in 

2006 (Melvin Bullitt). 


Wide receiver is an area of concern, but 
Pierre Brown, E.J. Shankle, Roger Holland, 
Cody Beyer and Howard Morrow all possess 
impressive physical skills, Bue none has proven 
consistent playmaker on Saturdays, 
offensive line may be the big 
question mark. Michael Shumard and ‘Travis 
Schneider are solid run blockers, but the 
Aggies need some youngsters to step up in a 
hurry. One of the keys to the development of 
s group could be center Kevin Matthews. 
‘The junior has not played much, but his 
bloodlines are impeccable. Matthews is the son 
of NFL Hall of Famer Bruce Matthews. 


DEFENSE The lone returning full-time starter 
along the defensive line, end Cyril Obiozor, is 
a big-time playmaker, Tackle Kellen Heard 
also is capable of a breakout season. The 
monstrous Heard is a run-stopping specialist, 
and he is quick enough to pressure opposing 
quarterbacks, 

Sherman is placing an emphasis on 
increasing defensive speed to recapture the 
Wrecking Crew magic that has been missing 
the last few years, and that emphasis is most 
obvious at the linebacker position, Outside 
linebackers Von Miller and Johnathan Haynes 
add plenty of speed to the Aggies’ 4-3 
alignment, And even in the middle, where 
juniors Mate Featherston and Anthony Lewis 
are waging a battle for the starting spot, the 
Aggies should be much speedier than they 
were last year. 

With the return of veteran defensive backs 
like Devin Gregg, Jordan Pugh, Jordan 
Peterson, Alton Dixon and Arkeith Brown, the 
Aggies have a chance to be one of the better 
pass defenses in the league. Gregg in particular 
is a tremendous leader in the secondary. 


SPECIALISTS Junior placekicker — Matt 
Szymanski was 7-of-7 from inside 30 yards last 
season, but he was only 8-of-18 from beyond 
30 yards, Leg strength is not a problem for 
punter Justin Brantly, who averaged 44.2 yards 
per kick and helped the Aggies lead the Big 12 
in net punting, 


FINAL ANALYSIS The offense under 
Sherman should be far more innovative, and 
thanks to some personnel changes and new 
alignments, the defense could be quicker, At 
the very least, this A&M team should be more 
entertaining to watch on a weekly basis. But 
don't expect an overnight turnaround. ‘This 
team is probably still another year or two away 
from being a serious contender in the Big 12 
and would be doing quite well co reach a 
lower-level bowl game. 


——— 
A. 30 Arkansas State = WS. 1 Montana State W 38-7 | [aay Per Game Rank 
S. 6 at New Mexico w |S. 8 Fresno State W(ot) 47-45 | Scoring 27.9 ppg 57 
$. 20 Miami + |S. 15 Louisiana-Monroe W 54-14 | pushing 2116 yp B 
S. 27 Army w |S. 20 atMiami L 34-17 | passing 185.4 ypg 9 
0. 4 atOklahoma State L | S- 29 Baylor W 34-10 | Total 397.0 ypg 58 
0. 11. Kansas State W. |, 02 6 Oeahbmna State Wi 1-24-23) rm PerGame Rank 
0. 18 Texas Tech La [cate vatlerasTectipy OL. | 35-75). ving 259 png 9 
0. 25 atIowaState | 9 20 atNebraska We 36-14 | aching 1609 ypg 6 
N. 1 Colorado | Deeed Heess L911 | passing 2549 ypg 2 
ha [| Ne 3 atOllahoma 42-44 | iy 53 yp4 a 
: N. 10 at Missouri L 40-26 
N. 15 at Baylor Wily. 93 texas PEL O Marcin PerGame Rank 
Ny eaiab Texas “1d 2 #Pennstate = 24-47 | +7 a 26 

Games in tld represent sin games 

Wor ndates a prjecied va or ss +#Alamo Bowl 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


CAREER RECORD: 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: | 


THE QUOTE 
‘You look at A&M, and you wonder ¥ 
n't gotten to the top 5. Texas has 
nal championship. LSU, USC and Florida 
ason A&M is not at that level 


There 


An op} 


OFFENSE (5) 
WR 6 Pierre Brown (St) 
WR 21 Roger Holland (So,) 
LT 79 Robbie Frost (Jr) 
LG 76 Michael Shumard (Je) 
63 Kevin Matthews (Jr) 
74 Lee Grimes (Jt) 
75 Travis Schneider (Sr) 
4 Jamie McCoy (dr) 
1B 7 Stephen McGee (St) 
FB 11 dorvorskie Lane (St) 
RB 3 Mike Goodson (ir) 


DEFENSE (4) 

U1 Michael Bennett (Sr) 

78 Lucas Patterson (So) 

91 Kellen Heard (Jt) 

49 Cyril Obiozor (Sr.) 

40 Von Miler (S0.) 

46 Matt Featherston (dr) 

42 Johnathan Haynes (Sr) 

18 Arkeith Brown (St) 

27 Jordan Peterson (Jr) 
9 Alton Dixon (Sr) 

26 Devin Gregg (St) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 7 Matt Szymanski (Jr) 
P 16 dustin Brantly (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Stephen McGee, 364-211-2,311-8, 12 TDs 
Stephen McGee, 181 car, 899 yds., 5 1Ds 

Receiving: Mike Goodson, 36 rec., 361 yds,, 4TDs 

Tackles: Jordan Pugh, 90, 25 solo 

Sacks: Cyril Obiozor, 3.5 

Interceptions: Devin Gregg, 1; Jordan Peterson, 1 


10 Ev, Shankle (dr) 
88 Cody Beyer (S0,) 
460 Josh Russel (it) 
61 Vincent Wiliams (So) 
55 Danny Baker (Ft) 
65 Evan Eike (Fr) 
73 Price Ferguson (S0.) 
89 Frank Avery (Fr) 

1 Jerrod Johnson (S0,) 
‘4 Nick LaMantia (St) 
28 Bradley Stephens (Fe) 


86 Amos Gbunblee (Sr) 
84 Chris Smith (Sr) 

99 David Tufuga (ir) 
97 Cody Williams (60) 
53 Derek Dumas (dr) 
36 Anthony Lewis (Jt) 
34 Derrick Stephens (Ft) 
4 Danny Gorrer (Sr.) 
30 Chevar Bryson (it) 
25 Jordan Pugh (Jr) 
15 Kenny Brown (S0.) 


KR. 6 Pierre Brown (St) 
PR 21 Roger Holland (So) 


(Indicates numberof rotusing tras » BOLD indicates returning starters 


ARIZONA STADIUM (57.400) 


OEFENSE Ix bis junior ecmton, quareerback 
Willie Tuitama broke school records for 
touchdown passes (28) and passing yards 
(3,683), but the implementation of offensive 
coordinator Sonny Dykes’ Texas Tech system 
did not lead to more victories. If nothing else, 
Tuitama remained healthy, proved to be 
durable and moved past his concussion-filled 
sophomore season of 2006 that threatened to 
end his career, 

The running back situation is thin, 
Sophomore Nic Grigsby was the Pac-l 
ninth-leading rusher last year, but he’s nor an 
every-down back and has difficulty in short- 
yardage situations. 

The strength of Arizona's team is its 
receivers, led by senior Mike Thomas, 
sophomore tight end Rob Gronkowski, who 
may be the team’s best player, and split 
receivers Delashaun Dean, Terrell Turner and 


Terrell Reese. 


Wide receiver Mike Thomas 
caught a Pac-L0-best 83 passes 
for 1,038 yards and 11 
touchdowns last year. 


Stoops’ yea 
Junior right tackle Eben Britton is an all- 
coniference player who, along with junior 
center Blake Kerley, 
ver. Sophomore left guard Colin Baxter 
won that job as a freshman, and senior right 
guard Joe Longacre has started 27 games 


has been a 


s 


DEFENSE Arizona is replacing eight starters, 
including consensus All-America cornerback 
Antoine Cason and the Pac-10's leading 
tackler, linebacker Spencer Larsen. The 
replacements are, as coach Mike Stoops says, “a 
no- 


ame unit,” 


2008 SCHEDULE 
30 Idaho WwW 
6 Toledo Ww 
w 
* 


2007 RESULTS (: 
1 at BYU 

8 Northern Arizona 
15 New Mexico 

22 at California 

29 Washington State 
6 at Oregon State 
at USC 

20 Stanford 

27 at Washington 

3 UCLA 

15 Oregon 

1 at Arizona State 


13. at New Mexico 
at UCLA 

4 Washington W 
11 at Stanford w 
California * 
25 USC L 
8 atWashington State W 
15 at Oregon L 
22 Oregon State w 
6 Arizona State * 


Games in bold represent 
w 
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HEAD COACH: 


RECORD AT SCHOOL: 


OFFENSIVE DINATOR: i 


100 


The defensive front will feature four new 
starters — ends D'Aundre Reed and Ricky 
Elmore, as well as tackles Earl Mitchell and 
Donald Horton. Horton has one career start. 
The others have been career subs 

At linebacker, senior Ronnie Palmer has 
started 28 games in his career but has not 
developed into a star-level player many hoped 
he could become. Irs possible the leading 
linebacker will be senior Adrian McCovy, who 
won a starting spot in spring drills. 

Among the unfamiliar faces at cornerback 
this season are expected to be incoming 
freshman Robert Golden, the Wildcats’ most 
high-profile recruit, and junior Devin Ross. 
Senior free safety Nate Ness joins linebacker 
Palmer as the most experienced player on 
defense. Ness has proven big-play ability after 
intercepting five passes as a junior. 


SPECIALISTS As a freshman, punter Keenyn 
Srier led the Pac-10 with a 43.7-yard average, 
Senior placekicker Jason Bondzio was similarly 
outstanding. He proved to be accurate, 
making 21-of-26 field goal attempts and 
exhibiting range to 50 yards. Kickoff return 
duties are likely to be shared by Ross, who has 
explosive speed, and Thomas, who is not as 
fast but more elusive. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Entering his fifth season at 
Arizona, Stoops has yet to produce a winning 
season or play in a bowl game, nor has he been 
able to establish any notable gains when 
recruiting against rival Arizona State. He 
ribes his UA coaching experience both as 
“excruciating” and “tumultuous 

Stoops’ contract runs through 2010, but the 
theme to the Wildcats’ 2008 season is surely 
his job security, or lack of it. 

Arizona could evolve into the 


des 


Pac-10's 
s Tech — a pass-crazy offense 
that is likely to have to score 35 or 40 points to 
have any chance to break .500 and play in the 
school's first bowl game since 1998. 


version of Te: 


(5-7, 4-5) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
l 2-7 | Per Game Rank 
W 45-24 | Scoring 28.0 ppg 56 
L 29-27 | Rushing 768 ypg 4 
L 45-27 | Passing 308.5 ypg 10 
Ww. 4g-20 | Total 3853 ypg 7 
L 31-16 Defense Per Game Rank 

Scoring 26.8 ppa 59 
L 20-13 
L220 | Bashing 138.0 ypg a7 
S Passing 2342 ypa m 
W 48-41 | Total 372.2 yg 3 
Weel, TO Margin Per Game Rank 
W 34-24 | ~08 64 
L 20-17 


CAREER RECORD: 


DEFENSIVE COORDINAT( 


THE QUOTE 
“Mike Stor phony. 
e way since high 
t, he makes it, If not, he did it his 
got no problem with that” 


Ano 


If he mak 
psing Pac-10 assis 


‘OFFENSE (10) 

WR 84 Terrell Turner (Jr) 

WR 10 Mike Thomas (St) 

WR_ 18 Delashaun Dean (So.) 

LT —_J’Marcus Webb (dr) 

LG 64 Colin Baxter (So.) 

50 Blake Kerley (dr) 

75 doe Longacre (St) 

77 Eben Britton (Jr) 

48 Rob Gronkowski (So.) 
7 Willie Tuitama (Sr) 

RB 5 Nic Grigsby (So.) 


DEFENSE (3) 

DE 83 D'Aundre Reed (So.) 
DT 49 Earl Mitchell (Ur) 
DT 46 Donald Horton (Jr) 
DE 44 Ricky Elmore (So.) 


11 Terrell Reese (S0.) 
89 Derick Barkum (Jt) 
81 Dave Roberts (Fr) 

67 Phillip Garcia (Jt) 

55 Conan Amituanai (S0,) 
54 Herman Holl (Jr) 

57 Jovon Hayes (So.) 

66 James Tretheway (St) 
88 AW. Simmons (So.) 

17 Bryson Beirne (Fr.) 

30 Xavier Smith (Ut) 


c 

RG 
RT 
Te 
8 


42 Brooks Reed (S0.) 

94 Lolomana Mikaele (So.) 
99 Kaniela Tuipulotu (So.) 
58 ApaiataTuihalamaka (Fr) 


‘OLB 25 Adrian McCovy (Sr.) 8 Vuna Tuihalamaka (Jr) 
ILB 33 Ronnie Palmer (St) Zander Fabbri (Fr) 
OLB 15 Xavier Kelley (Jn) 35 Sterling Lewis (Jt) 


CB Robert Golden (Fr) 
CB 6 Devin Ross (dr) 
SS__20 Cam Nelson (Jt) 
FS 32 Nate Ness (Sr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 13 Jason Bondo (Sr) 
P47 Keenyn Crier (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Willie Titama, 524-327-3,683-12, 28TDs 
Rushing: Nic Grigsby, 161 car, 704 yds, 27Ds 
Receiving: Mike Thomas, 83 rec. 1,038 yds., 11 TDs 
Tackles: Ronnie Palmer, 83, 54 solo 

‘Sacks: Johnathan Turner, 35 

Interceptions: Nate Ness, 5 for 91 yds. 


()ncicatesmumberofretring starters » BOLD indicates rearing trers, 


2 Mike Turner (S0,) 
B Marquis Hundley (Sr) 
21. Corey Hall (Jt) 

34 Brandon Tatum (Jr) 


KR 10 Mike Thomas (Sr) 
PR 2 Mike Turner So.) 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Technically, quarterback Joe Ganz 
isn’t a returning starter. But his performance at 
seasons end was a beam of light in the 
darkness of a 5-7 record and no bowl game for 
the second time in four years. In the final three 
games as the starter, he passed for 1,399 yards 
and 15 touchdowns. He'll be better with 
experience. His mobility gives the offense an 
added dimension. And he has talent around 
him, including versatile I-back Marlon Lucky 
and a pair of proven receivers in Nate Swift 
and ‘Todd Peterson. He also has a big and 
experienced line in front of him, perhaps most 
important of all. 

Lucky is the leading returning rusher in the 
Big 12. He ran for 1,019 yards and nine 
touchdowns and shattered the school single- 
season record for pass receptions with 75, for 
705 yards and three touchdowns. Roy Helu Jr. 
and Quentin Castille will push Lucky for 
playing time. They were among 11 true 
freshmen who played last season. 


Nebraska scored a combined 

163 points in its final three qa F 
games yet lost two of the three 

because the defense allowed a 

combined 172 points. 


‘Tivo starters in the line were lost but because 
of how linemen were shuffled, four return: 
Matt Slauson, Lydon Murtha, Mike Huff and 
Jacob Hickman, who has moved from guard to 
center. Add young linemen, including Jaivorio 
Burkes, and “I think we can be as good as we 
want to be,” Murtha says. 


The Blackshire tradition, which 
began in 1964, was suspended late last season, 
with no defenders wearing the covered black 
practice jerseys, The reason? Consider the 
appalling statistics: No. 112 nationally in oral 
defense, No. 114 in scoring defense and No. 
116 in rushing defense. 

Resurrection of the defense has to begin up- 


FORNHUSKERS | 


front, where the top cight return. Nosetackle 
Ndamukong Suh is a key. He has the size and 
strength to plug the middle and free those 
around him. 

The top four linebackers are gone, leaving a 
significant void — or an opportunity, 
depending on the point of view. A trimmed- 
down Phillip Dillard is the only experienced 
linebacker. And Tyler Wortman, a walk-on, is 
the only senior with any experience. 

The secondary is athletic but inexperienced, 
except for safety Larry Asante and cornerback 
Armando Murillo, both returning. starters. 
They were credited with a combined 149 
tackles, 83 of them unassisted, reflecting the 
Cornhuskers’ inability to get the job done up- 
front. 


The kickers are set. Punter Dan 
Titchener, a two-year starter, averaged 41.3 
yards. Placekicker Alex Henery was perfect, 
45-for-45 on extra-point kicks and 8-for-8 on 
field goal attempts, with a long of 39 yards. 
Henery, who walked on as a punter, earned the 
starting job in competition with Adi Kunalic, 
a scholarship freshman. Kunalic has the 
stronger leg and will again handle kickoffs. 


The enthusiasm surrounding 
‘Tom Osborne’ return as athletic director and his 
hiring of Bo Pelini as coach have to be 
tempered by the reality of a competitive Big 12 
North Division. The Cornhuskers sh 
enough offense to contend in the di 
the defense must regain confidence before it 
can move forward. Pelini, defensive 
coordinator at LSU the past three seasons, has 
brought not only optimism about the defense 
but also optimism about the program, which 
many felt had turned its back on tradition and 
suffered fan fragmentation as a result. With 
Osborne in place until June 2010 and Pelini in 
charge, tradition is being restored, even 
though a turnaround on the field is likely to 
take some time. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (5-7, 2-6) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30 Western Michigan W | S. 1 Nevada W 52-10 | aay PerGame Rank 
S. 6 San Jose State W| S. 8 atWake Forest W 20-17 | Scoring 33.4 ppg 2B 
S. 13 New Mexico State W | S. 15 USC L 49-31 | Rushing 1444 ypg 6 
S. 27 Virginia Tech L | S. 22 Ball State W 41-40 | Passing 3238 ypg 7 
0. 4 Missouri L | S. 29 Iowa State W 35-17 | Total 4683 yoo 9 
0. 11 atTexas Tech L| 0 6 atMissouri L 41-6 | Paes Per Game Rank 
0. 18 at Iowa State W | 0. 13 Oklahoma State L 45-14 | Scoring 379 ppg 14 
0, 25 Baylor W | 0. 20 Texas A&M L 36-14 | Rushing 232.2 ypg 6 
N. 1 at Oklahoma L | 0. 27 atTexas L_ 28-25 | Passing 244.7 yog 4 
N. 8 Kansas L| N. 3 atKansas 1 76-39 | Total 4763 ypg 12 
N.15 at Kansas State * | N. 10 Kansas State W 73-31 | (OE Per Game Rank 
N. 28 Colorado * | N23 at Colorado L 65-51 | -7 142 Ww 


Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor L indicates a projected win or loss 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR 87 Nate Swift (Sr) 
WR 17 Todd Peterson (St) 


11 CurenskiGilleylen (Fr) 
24 Niles Paul (So.) 

8 Will Henry (S0) 
{65 Mike Smith (S0) 


WR 18 Menelik Holt (Jr) 
{7 76 Lydon Murtha (Sr) 


UG 61 Mike Huff (Sr) 68 Keith Wiliams (S0,) 

C 67 Jacob Hickman (Jt) 58 Mike Caputo (Fr) 

RG 70 Matt Slauson (Sr) 73 Di. Jones (S0,) 

RT 72 daivorio Burkes (So.)__78 Marcel Jones (Fr) 

TE _44 Mike McNeill (So) 89 Hunter Teafatiller (Sr) 
QB 12 doe Ganz (St) 4 Patrick Witt (Fr) 

1B 5 Marlon Lucky (Sr) 10 Roy Helu Jt (S0.) 
DEFENSE (6) 


DE 98 Zach Potter (Sr.) 

NT 93 Ndamukong Suh (Jr) 
DT 43 Ty Steinkuhler (St) 
99 Barry Turner (St) 

53 Tyler Wortman (St) 
52 Philip Dillard (Jr) 

LB 34 Cody Glenn (St) 

CB 5 Armando Murillo (St) 
cB 22 Anthony West (S0,) 

S 4 Larry Asante (Jr) 

S 3 RickeyThenarse (Jt) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 90 Alex Henery (Sa) 
P 97 DanTitchener (Sc) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Joe Ganz, 152-89-1,435-7, 16TDs 
Rushing: Marlon Lucky, 206 car, 1,019 yds., 9TDs 
Receiving: Marlon Lucky, 75 rec., 705 yds., 3TDs 
Tackles: Larry Asante, 78, 40 solo 

‘Sacks: BarryTurner, 3 

Interceptions: Kevin Dixon, 1; Zach Potter, 1 


95 Pierre Allen (So. 
56 Shukree Barfield (Sr) 
97 Kevin Dixon (Sr) 
88 Clayton Sievers (Sr) 
12 Blake Lawrence (S0,) 
54 Colton Koehler (Jt) 
23 \atravis Washington (60) 
21 Prince Amkamara (S0.) 
14 Anthony Blue So.) 

6 Major Culbert (dr) 
33 Matt O'Hanlon (Sr) 


B&R 


KR 24 Niles Paul (So) 
PR 32 Marcus Mendoza (Fr) 


(E)ticates numberof return starters «BOLD indicates ering starters 


After an injury-ravaged 2007 
season, Maryland is now poised to thrive 
offensively. Coach Ralph Friedgen, who enters 
his eighth season at his alma mater, could have 
his best group of offensive linemen and wide 


ivers. The top four wideouts return, 
including standout Darrius Heyward-Bey, 
who promises to be among the nation's more 
explosive receivers. The offensive line figures 
to be one of the best in the ACC because four 
full-time starters are back. Returning running 
backs accounted for only 15 percent of last 
season's rushing total, but what Da'Rel Scott 
and Morgan Green lack in experience they 
make up for in talent, Scott averaged 18.5 
yards each time he touched the ball. 

Don't be surprised to see three players 
earning time at quarterback. Chris Turner, 
who was third in the ACC in passing 
efficiency, has a slight lead in the race because 
he started the final cight games. But while 
inner is more of a drop-back passer, Jordan 
Steffy, who started the first five games before 
suffering a concussion, is a mobile quarterback 
who could be best suited for the West Coast 
offense new coordinator James Franklin has 
installed, And Josh Portis, who did not play 
last season because he violated the school’s 
demic rules, has whae Franklin calls 
“freakish physical skills 


Maryland has not had a punt 
blocked in the last 98 games — 

since early in the 1999 season 

— the longest streak in the ) 
nation, = 


The defensive line is largely 
untested and could be Maryland's biggest 
question mark. Much of the leadership 
responsibility will fall to Jeremy Navarre, who 
has started a team-high 35 games. Navarre, 
who is expected to move inside to the tackle 
position, is Maryland's active career leader in 
tackles for a loss and sac 


y I 


ivy | 
ar 4 
ai 
TERRAPIN 

Maryland will be hard-pressed to make up 
for the departure of All-American Erin 
Henderson, but the Terrapins still have several 
playmakers at linebacker, which is one of the 
team’s deepest defensive positions. Dave 
Philistin ranked fourth in the ACC in tackles 
last season. 

The secondary took a significant hit, losing 
three important starters. Maryland will quickly 
need a leader and a few playmakers to emerge. 
One positive is the return of cornerback Kevin 
Barnes, a senior with speed and size who led 
the team with four interceptions last season. 


Since Friedgen arrived in 
College Park, Maryland's special teams unit 
has usually been one of the ACC's strongest. 
Placekicker Obi Egekeze made 75 percent of 
his kicks last season and converted 13-of-14 in 
ACC play, the best mark in the league. Punter 
Travis Baltz averaged 43.1 yards per punt in 
ACC games, which ranked second in the 
league. It remains to be seen whether Scott will 
continue to return kicks because he is the No. 
1 running back heading into camp. But he had 
a strong year last season, amassing 566 return 
yards, the most ever by a Maryland freshman. 


Maryland has enough 
weapons offensively to consistently score 
points, provided players quickly adjust to the 
system implemented by Franklin, who had 
been Friedgen’s wide receivers coach before 
moving on to the Green Bay Packers and most 
recently Kansas State. An experienced 
offensive line should offset inexperience at 
running back. Friedgen has plenty of 
playmakers offensively; he just needs someone 
to get them the ball. The return of Franklin 
will enable Friedgen to spend more time 
strengthening relationships with players and 
acting like the chief executive of the program. 
If Maryland avoids the string of injuries that 
decimated the team last season, it should be a 
good year in College Park. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (6-7, 3-5) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30 Delaware ws. 1 Villanova w 31-14 | Bras PerGame Rank 
S. 6 atMiddleTennessee W |S. 8 atFIU W 26-10 | Scoring 24.1 ppa 8% 
S. 13 California * |S. 13 West Virginia = L 31-14 | Rushing 1375 ypg 5 
S. 20 Eastern Michigan  W | S. 22 atWakeForest — L(ot) 31-24 | Passing 203.4 ypg 7 
S. 27 at Clemson L | S. 29 at Rutgers W 34-24 | Total 340.9 ypg 92 
0. 4 at Virginia Ww] 0. 6 Georgia Tech = W 28-26. | ror : 
0.18 Wake Forest + | 0. 20 Virginia LIB? | Scoring 25 poo rT) 
0. 25. NC State w_| 0 27 Clemson = L30-I7 | ching 1473 yp 3 
N. 6 atVirginiatech © t_ | Ne 3 atNorth Carolina 16-13. | pssing 2107 ypg B 
N15 North Caroling * -| N- 10 Boston College W 42-35 | Toa) 358.0 ypa 40 
N.22 Florida State + [N17 atFlorida State 1 2416 | oy oeserneeroen 
N.29 atBoston College * | N- 24 atNCState = W 37-0 | HEREIN ee ae 
D, 28 #OregonState L 21-14 


‘Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor L indicates a projected win or loss 
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ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLE! 


OFFENSE (10) 
WR 84 Isaiah Williams (Sr.) 3 LaQuan Williams (So.) 
8 Darrius Heyward-Bey (Jr) 17 Danny Oquendo (Sr) 
LT 77 Scott Burley (Sr) 74 Bruce Campbell (So.) 
LG 76 Jaimie Thomas (Sr) 61 Lee Oliver (Sr) 

60 Edwin Williams (Sr) 65 Danny Edwards (So.) 
RG 72 Phil Costa (Jr) 67 Jack Griffin (St) 
RT 75 Dane Randolph (Sr.) 71 Paul Pinegar (So.) 
TE 13 Dan Gronkowski (St) 45 Tommy Galt (Jr) 
QB 10 Chris Turner (dr) 19 Jordan Steffy (Sr) 
FB 38 Cory Jackson (Jr) 30 Haroon Brown (So.) 
RB 23 Da’Rel Scott (So.) 5 Morgan Green (So) 


DEFENSE (5) 

DE 91 Mack Frost (St) 

NT 90 Travis Ivey (Jr) 

DT 40 Jeremy Navarre (St) 
LEO 55 Trey Covington (Sr) 
SLB 48 Moise Fokou (Sr.) 
MLB 34 Dave Phlistn (St) 
WLB 44 Chase Bullock (St) 
CB 6 Anthony Wiseman (Jr) 
CB 2 Kevin Barnes (St) 
$S 29 Jeff Allen (St) 

FS 1 Terrell Sinner (Je) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 39 Obi Egekeze (Sr) 
P 35 Travis Baltz (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Chris Turner, 241-153-1,958-7, 7 TDs 
Rushing: Da’Rel Scott, 14 car, 135 yds., OTDs 
Receiving: Darrius Heyward:-Bey, 51 rec., 786 yds., 3TDs 
Tackles: Dave Philistin, 124, 54 solo 
Sacks: Jeremy Navarre, 5.5, 
Interceptions: Kevin Barnes, 4 for 55 yds. 
(2 ecicates numberof retrsng starters «BOLD indicates retiing starters 


57 Jared Harrell (Jr) 
97 Dean Muhtadi (Sr) 
56 Deoge Galt (it) 
58 Derek Drummond (Fr) 
54 Adrian Moten (So.) 
33 Alex Wojciak (S0.) 
43 Rick Costa (Sr) 
14 Nolan Carroll (Jt) 
9 Richard Taylor (St) 
4 Jamari MeCollough (Jr) 
3 Antwine Perez (So) 


KR 23Da'Rel Scott (S0.) 
PR 17 Danny Oquendo (St) 


FOOTBALL 2008 


See chearanon 


OFFENSE Only four starters return on 
offense, but that may be good news for a unit 
that struggled mightily to score points in 
2007. The focus of attention is at quarterback, 
where the three freshmen — Robert Marve, 
Jacory Harris and Cannon Smith — battling 
for the starting job lack a single down of 
college experience. Although coach Randy 
1 after spring practice that a 
sion would not be made until the fall, ie’s 
likely that Marve will be the starter. Marve, 


annon sa 


who broke Tim ‘Tebow’s state high school 
passing 
following an auto accident that 
his left (non-throwing) hand. 

The position is 
concern. Shields is the 
perienced pass catcher, but he’s had trouble 
staying out of Shannon's doghouse. No other 
returning receiver caught more than 11 passes 
aning plenty of opportunity for 
seven incoming freshmen. Three pl 
rotate at tight end. 


last 
adly damaged 


records, redshirted season 


receiver also a n 


ajor 
most 


Sam team's 


s will 


Miami finished with an overall record of 
318-143-7 at the Orange 

Bowl, but most Canes 

fans will have a hard time 

forgetting the team’s final 

game at the historic stadium 

— a 48-0 loss to Virginia last November. 


Led by tackles Jason Fox and Reggie 
Youngblood, the offensive line appears to be in 
decent shape. Fox is a two-year starter, while 
Youngblood finally is matching the lofty 
expectations held for him coming out of high 
school. Keep an eye on massive left guard 
Orlando Franklin, who is a star in the making, 
The biggest concern is at center, where > 
Shannon, Randy's son, figures to be the starter 
transferring from Florida International. 
The strength of the offense is at tailback, 
where Javarris James and speedy Graig Cooper 
will split time. Cooper can be a game-breaker, 
but he must prove his durabilicy. 


ier 


DEFENSE Bill Young, formerly at Kansas, takes 
over a unit that appears to lack any bi 
playmakers despite the return of five starters 
End Eric Moncur is the only returning 
starter on the defensive line and will be 

red on heavily to provide a pass rush. 
There’s uncertainty everywhere else. The key 
to success may be tackle Antonio Dixon, who 
c 


time 


cou 


be dominating when he isn’t dogged by 


weight and conditioning issues. Tackle Marcus 
Forston, a freshman who enrolled in January, 
may be a starter by midseason. 

The linebacking unit is led by Colin 
McCarthy, the closest thing Miami has to a 


anger. 


defensive game- There's no shortage of 


candidates for the other two starting spots and 
back-up roles, including freshmen Arthur 
Brown and Sean Spence, who were standouts 


during spring practice. 


The secondary has plenty of experience, but 
no stars, DeMarcus 
at cornerback opposite Bruce Johnson, the 
team’s Randy 
Phillips played well after moving from 
erback to safety last season. 


fan Dyke figures to start 


best one-on-one defender. 


corn 


SPECIALISTS Matt Bosher, who handled 
punting duties last season, may also take over 
placekicking responsibilities unless fi 
Jake W pable. Miami’s return 
g existent since Devin 
Hester left for the NFL two years ago. 


shman 


eclaw proves 


has been nearly no: 


FINAL ANALYSIS A top-rated recruiting class 
has generated excitement after Miami’ first 
losing, season in a decade. But there may be 
more bumps in the road before the program 
can climb back into national contention. 
There are questions throughout the lineup, 
especially at quarterback, —recei 
defensive line. With a schedule that includes 
trips to Gainesville and College Station in the 
season's first three weeks, a roster that will be 
made up primarily of and 
sophomores will have to grow up in a hurry. 


er and 


freshmen 


URE 
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S, 20 atTexas A&M *] 5 35 FU 
x i pee Neat * I's, 20 Texas AaM 
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0. 25. Wake Forest | 0 3 Georgia Tech 
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HEAD COACH: SAN. 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


RECORD AT SCHOOL: 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


Ww 31-3 | GS Per Game Rank 
L 51-33 | Scoring 20.6 pg 101 
W 23-9 | Rushing 145.6 ypg 6 
WwW 34-17 | Passing 1695y 108 
WwW agag | Total 315.1 ypg no 
Ll 3327 |Ca Per Game Rank 
a) 
in 3.8 ypg 
re oe 9 
W 3729 | passing 212.2 ypg 35 
L (ot) 19-16 | Total 345.9 ypg 33 
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CAREER RECORD: 


THE QUOTE 


OFFENSE (4) 

WR 4 Aldarius Johnson (Fr) 
87 Khalil Jones (Sr) 
83 Sam Shields (it) 
64 Jason Fox (Jr) 
74 Orlando Franklin (So.) 
52 Xavier Shannon (St) 
61 doe! Figueroa (So.) 
77 Reggie Youngblood (St) 
18 Dedrick Epps (Jt) 

QB 9 Robert Marve (Fr) 

TB 5 Javarris James (Jr) 


DEFENSE (5) 

94 Eric Moncur (Sr) 

96 Antonio Dinon (Sr) 

‘91 doe Joseph (Jr) 

57 Allen Bailey (S0.) 

44 Colin McCarthy (Jt) 

50 Darryl Sharpton (Jt) 
WLB 31 Sean Spence (Ft) 
CB 22 Bruce Johnson (Sr) 
CB 8 DeMarcus Van Dyke (So.) 
S 35 Lovon Ponder (St) 
S 6 Randy Phillips (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 25 Matt Bosher (So.) 
P 25 Matt Bosher (So) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


15 Jermaine Mekenvie (Fr) 
82 Kayne Farquharson (St) 
£85 Leonard Hankerson (So) 
76 Chris Rutledge (St) 
65 Matt Pipho (ut) 
63 Tyler Horn (Fr) 
79 Chris Barney (dt) 
76 Chris Rutledge (Sr.) 
88 Chris Zellner (Sr) 
12 Jacory Harris (Ft) 

2 Graig Cooper (So.) 


97 Adewale Ojomo (Fr) 
93 Dwayne Henricks (Sr) 
99 Marcus Forston (Ft) 
49 Courtney Harris (dr) 
3 Glenn Cook (Se) 

48 Spencer Adkins (St) 
11 Arthur Brown (Fr) 

23 Tervaris Johnson (dt) 
24 Chavez Grant (Jr) 

26 Anthony Reddick (Sr) 
29 Jodo Nicolas (So) 


KR 13Ryan Hill (Jn) 
PR 2 Graig Cooper (So.) 


raig Cooper, 125 car, 682 yds., 47Ds 
Receiving: Sam Shields, 27 rec., 346 yds., 3 TDs 
Tackles: Colin McCarthy, 68, 38 solo 
Sacks: Eric Moncur, 5.5, 
Interceptions: Randy Phillips, 3 for 80 yds. 


(@) Indicates number of retring starters » SOLD indicates etuming starters 
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OFFENSE With six returning starters on 
offense, but only one in the backfield, Chris 
Crane will step into the huge void left by the 
departure of Matt Ryan, the ACC’ offensive 
and passing leader who represented 76.1 
percent of BCs offensive production (4,509 
yards). 

Fullback James McCluskey, a converted 
linebacker who last season carried eight times 
for 14 yards and three TDs, returns as the 
Eagles’ leading ball-carrier, which underscores 
the dearth of experienced players in BC’s 
backfield. Freshman Josh Haden, rated the 
nation’s No. 3 all-purpose back, could get 
more than just a cursory look at tailback. 

Maligned as being marginal at best, BC’s 
receiving corps returns virtually intact. Senior 
wide receiver Brandon Robinson and juniors 
Rich Gunnell and Clarence Megwa combined 
last year to help BC rank as the league's leading, 
passing offense (No. 6 in the nation). 

Crane will seek protection from an offensive 
line that revamped its left side by swapping 
personnel from the right side, most notably 
sophomore Anthony Castonzo, who started 14 
games as a true freshman last season at right 
tackle. He will look to replace left tackle 


Gosder Cherilus, an All-ACC pick. 


DEFENSE Defensive coordinator Frank 
Spaziani will Wvelcome back two former starters 
who sat out last season with the return of 
senior linebacker Brian ‘Toal from shoulder 
surgery and senior defensive tackle B.J. Raji 
from academic ineligibility, But All-America 
safety Jamie Silva, who led BC in tackles (125) 
and interceptions (8 for 147 yards), is the 
player Spaziani wishes he could keep for 
another year. 


Boston College beat Notre Dame 27-14 in 
‘South Bend last October, giving the Eagles 
five straight wins over the Irish. BC is 4-1 
ints last five trips to Notre Dame Stadium. 


With only one returning starter, senior 
strong safety Paul Anderson, BC’s young and 
inexperienced secondary is likely to be tested 
early and often. It proved vulnerable last 
season when BC led the league (and was No. 2 
in the nation) against the run bur ranked last 
in the league in passing defense. 

Cornerbacks Roderick Rollins and DeLeon 
Gause, who started the last three games of the 
season as a true freshman, and junior free 
safety Marcellus Bowman will have to help 
Anderson stabilize the secondary. 

BC’ front seven lost four players but will 
have plenty of reinforcements (and that’s not 
counting ‘Toal or Raji) with the return of 
mammoth senior defensive tackle Ron Brace 
and linebackers Mark Herzlich, Robert 
Francois and Kevin Akins. 


SPECIALISTS Johnny Ayers’ greatest asset as 
punter was that he provided the Eagles with 
peace of mind as much as he did field position. 
With Ayers gone and no clear-cut replacement, 
BC is not likely to enjoy either this season. 
Senior Steve Aponavicius will reprise his role as 
kicker while junior Jack Geiser will be back to 
handle the long snapping duties. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Jeff Jagodzinski almost 
lived up to his pledge of taking the Eagles “to 
the next level” in his first year as BCs coach. 
The Eagles came close last year to earning a 
Bowl Championship Series berth, but reaching 
that lofty objective will prove difficult with an 
offense that must replace virtually its entire 
backfield, save for the fullback, and a defense 
that, while strong against the run, has been 
deficient against the pass. 

If BC has any intent of extending the 
nation’s longest active bow! winning. streak 
(eight games), it will be important for Crane, 
who has no proven backup, to survive the 
season, which ends with a rough stretch against 
four Adantic Division rivals: Clemson, at 
Florida State, at Wake Forest and Maryland. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (113, 6-2) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
7A. 30 #kent State WS. 1 Wake Forest W 38-28 Per Game 
S. 6 Georgia Tech ws 8 NCState W 37-7 
S. 20 UCF W| S15 atGeorgiatech Ww 24-10 
S. 27 Rhode Island w | S. 22 Army W 37-17 
0. 4 at NCState + |S. 29 Massachusetts = W 24-14 
0.18 Virginia Tech + | 0 6 Bowling Green © W_ 55-24 
0.25 atNorth Carolina * | 0. 13 atNotreDame © W 27-14 
Neds Genen {| 0. 25 atVirginiaTech = W 14-10 
Wal fens Dae w | 3 Floridastate = L 2-47 
N. 15 at Florida State L | N: 10 at Maryland L 42-35 
N.22 atWake Forest. | N- 27 atClemson deer 
N.29 Maryland a |{N 28 ben Wie 

hetero D. 1 VirginiaTecn =k 30-16 
on ean OM some: | O- 28 #Michigan State W 24-21 
Wort sete» prleced worst #Champs Sports Bow! 
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RICH GONNELL- 


THE QUOTE 


OFFENSE (6) 
2 Brandon Robinson (Sr) 

18 Rich Gunnell (Jr) 

Uy 74 Anthony Castonzo (S0.) 

LG 73 Clif Ramsey (St) 


82 dustin darvis (dr) 

TL Clarence Megwa (Jt) 
75 Nathan Richman (Fr) 
70 dohn Elliott (Fr) 


C65 Matt Tennant (Jr) 62 Bryan Murphy (St) 
RG 78 Thomas Claiborne (So.) 64 ‘Nick Rossi (dr) 

RT 66 Rich Lapham (S0,) 76 Pat Sheil (Jr) 

TE 80 Ryan Purvis (Sz) -_87 Lars Anderson (Fr) 
0B 10 Chris Crane (St) 15 Dominique Davis (Fr) 
FB 36 James McCluskey (So.) + Jerry Kelly (Fr) 

‘TB 1 Josh Haden (Fr) 24 Dan Mulroney (Fr.) 
DEFENSE (4) 

LE 98 Alex Albright (Jr.) ‘52 Austin Giles (Jr) 


DT 60 Ron Brace (Sr) 99 Jerry Willette (Sr) 


DT 90 Bul Raii (Se) 5 Damik Scafe (50) 
RE 86 JimRamella (Jc) 47 Brad Newman (So.) 
SLB 94 Mark Herzlich (Jr) 7 Kevin Akins (St) 


~ 39 Darius Bagan (So) 
35 Robert Francois (Sr) 
21 Razzie Smith (dr) 
4 Donnie Fletcher (Fr) 
25 Chris Fox (S0,) 
45 Wes Davis (Je) 


MLB. 34 Mike McLaughlin (Jt) 
WLB 16 Brian Toal (St) 

CB 20 Roderick Rollins (Jc) 
¢B 9 Deleon Gause (So) 
‘SS * 19 Paul Anderson (Sr.) 

FS 8 Marcellus Bowmai (dr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 83 Steve Aponavicius (Sr) 
P 14 Billy Flutie (S0.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Chris Crane, 42-280, OTDs 

Rushing: James McCluskey 8 cat, 14 yds., OTDs 

Receiving: Rich Gunnel, 64 rec., 931 yds., 7 TDs 

Tackles: Mark Heralch, 97, 5 solo 

Sacks: Alex Albright, 85 

Intercentions: Paul Anderson, 2; Kevin Akins, 2 

(1) cates uber freeing es + BOLD inate return tts 


KR 1 Josh Haden (Fr) 
PR 9 DeLeon Gause (So.) 


(Courland Wards 


ATHLON’® SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


OFFENSE The top two quarterbacks in 2007 
were a redshirt freshman and a sophomore 
who hadn't played much. The top two 
tailbacks were injured throughout the season. 
‘Those two big I's — inexperience and injuries 
— made TCU’s usually reliable offense 
another I — inconsistent. 

Bur the Horned Frogs shouldn't have as 
many concerns at quarterback in 2008. Andy 
Dalton threw for the second-most yards in 
program history, overcoming the turnover bug 
to do so. Coaches remain confident that 
Marcus Jackson can be productive if Dalton 
should falter or suffer an injury. 

TCU’s chief concern is finding consistency 
again at tailback, especially after the injury 
woes at the position last year. Aaron Brown is 
back for his senior season, and he remains one 
of the most talented players in the Mountain 
West. But he proved brittle at times last 
season, and the Frogs need to find a reliable 
No. 2. Joseph Turner was expected to hold the 
role, but a knee injury suffered in the Texas 
Bowl has his status in the air. 

‘The offense is also searching for a go-to 
wide receiver, and two candidates emerged last 
year, Senior Walter Bryant is a big body who 
came on at the end of last season, and 
sophomore Jimmy Young has the big-play 
potential the offense lacked in 2007. 


Departed defensive ends 


Tommy Blake (23) and Chase 

Ortiz (20.5) combined for 

43.5 career sacks. The first 

six ends on the 2008 depth a 


chart have 5.5 career sacks. 


DEFENSE Cornerstones of the past three 
TCU defenses are gone, most notably 
defensive ends Tommy Blake and Chase Ortiz. 
Bur the loss of safeties Brian Bonner and 
David Roach is also significant. 

Coach Gary Patterson, though, believes the 
Frogs have plenty of talented players waiting 
for their turn to be stars. The cast of ends runs 
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S. 20. at SMU w |] S. 22 SMU 
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‘RECORD AT SCHOO! 


Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor L indicates a projected win or loss 


HEAD COACH: GARY 


deep, and the available safeties are young but 
potentially the best Patterson has ever 
recruited. The youngsters can draw plenty of 
knowledge from Stephen Hodge, a fierce hitter 
and pass rusher at strong safety. 

The return of senior nosetackle James Vess, 
who was suspended last season, is a big boon. 
He will draw more double-teams and allow the 
splendid linebackers to make more plays. 

Senior Jason Phillips might be the best 
linebacker in the state of Texas. Smart and 
cough, Phillips can frequently be found at the 
bottom of piles. Another senior, Robert 
Henson, finally gets to be a starter after three 
years as one of the top reserves in the 
Mountain West. 


SPECIALISTS The Frogs’ kicker, punter and 
top man on punt returns ran out of eligibility. 
To start, three players with little or no college 
experience will fill the vacancies. ‘True 
freshman Ross Evans, who finished his high 
school career with 37 field goals, will be given 
every opportunity to replace the steady Chris 
Manfredini. Anson Kelton should handle 
punting duties after losing out in a battle in 
2007 as a true freshman to Derek Wash. The 
void left when two-time all-conference return 
man Brian Bonner graduated will be filled by 
sophomore wideout Jeremy Kerley. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Nor as much will be 
expected from TCU as in the past two seasons, 
when the Frogs were the favorites to win the 
MWC title. 

Their offense struggled last season, one of 
the league's top defenses suffered some 
significant losses. Don’t overlook TCU, 
though. Patterson has recruited a bevy of 
athletes who should be ready to blossom on 
defense, and the offense should be better 
behind Dalton and a group of more athletic 
receivers. The Frogs will be one of the top 
teams in the conference and are safe bets for 
another bowl game. 
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~w JASON PHILLIPS. 


THE QUOTE 
“They're the best athletically, 
and they have the best defen 


—An opposing MWC assistant coacl 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 1 Walter Bryant (Sx) 7 Curtis Clay (S0) 

WR 83 dimmy Young (Sc) 17 Tyler Luttrell (S0.) 
WR 85 Jeremy Kerley (So.) 2 Donald Massey (Sr) 
UT_70 Marshall Newhouse (Jr) 66 Robert Clark (Sr) 

UG 60 Preston Philips (St) __78 Joshi Vernon (So) 

C 75 Blake Schlueter (Sr) ___50 Tyler Marrou (Jr) 
RG 65 Giles Montgomery (Sr) 73 Josh Karlin (Jr) 

RT Zach Roth (dr), 79 Nic Richmond (Jr) 
TE 86 Shae Reagan (St) 84 Evan Frosch (S0.) 
QB 14 Andy Dalton (S0.) 11 Marcus Jackson (Jr) 
RB 23 Aaron Brown (St) 32 dustin Watts (Sr) 
DEFENSE (7) 

LE 98 Jerry Hughes (dr) 91 Allen Christopher (Je) 


NT 55 dames Vess (Sr) 

DT _56 Cody Moore (St) 

RE 42 Matt Pantfil (Sr) 

S51 Robert Henson (Sr) 
MLB 39 Jason Phillips (Sr) 
CB 20 Nick Sanders (dr) 
CB 10 Rafael Priest (Jt) 
'SS__29 Stephen Hodge (Sr) 
Ws 3 Tejay Johnson (So.) 
FS 4 Steven Coleman (Sr) 


69 Kelly Griffin (S0.) 
90 John Fonua (Sr) 
96 Wayne Daniels (50) 
4 Daryl Washington (Jr) 
43 Tank Carder (Fr) 
Jason Teague (Ur) 

7 Greg McCoy (Fr) 
B Si Demareo Bledsoe (Ft) 
19 Corderra Hunter (Je) 
21 Johnny Fobbs (Fr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

K Ross Evans (Fr) KR 2 Donald Massey (Sr) 
P47 Anson Kelton (Fr) PR 85 Jeremy Kerley (So.) 
RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Andy Dalton, 371-222-2,459-11, 107Ds 
Joseph Turner, 115 car, 597 yds., 610s 
Donald Massey, 29 rec. 364 yds., 0TDS 
Tackles: Jason Philip, 87, 8 solo 
Sacks: Stephen Hodge, 8 
Interceptions: Steven Coleman, 3; Rafael Priest, 3 
(e) nists mares of resi sates» BOLD inate reuring asters 
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TULSA, OKA. IA: CHAPMAN STADIUM (5,542) 


OFFENSE With record-setting quarterback 
Paul Smith (5,065 passing yards, 60 roral TDs 
in ’07) on to the NFL, three-year backup 
David Johnson figures to win the job. He'll be 
pushed by sophomores Clark Harrell and Jacob 
Bower, Johnson has only 472 career passing 
yards — one game’ total for Smith, the 2007 
Conference USA Offensive Player of the Year. 

Johnson figures to have plenty of help: 
y important skill-position player is back 
from an offense that led the nation in yards per 
game and total plays. 

Running back Tarrion Adams rushed 1,225 
yards (5.6 per carry) and eight touchdowns in 
2007. Backup Jamad Williams gained 458 
yards, and fullbacl yy ran for 304 
yards and caught 69 passes for 1,024 yards and 
seven touchdowns. Sixth-year senior Courtney 
‘Tennial ran for 845 yards and 14 TDs in 2006 


before an Achilles’ injury in '07. 


Wideout'Trae Johnson led the team with 70 
receptions and 13 TDs with 1,088 yards, and 
Bre Aarion caught only 39 
gained 1,2 — for an N 
31.9-yard average and scored 11 
touchdowns. Jesse Meyer and Dion Toliver 
combined for 73 cate hes and 977 yards. 
Damaris Johnson Dee 
Williams will get their shot. 

Four starters are back on the line, led by 
senior Rodrick Thomas, who played every 
snap last season, Left guard Curt Puckert, 
center Jody Whaley and right guard Justin 
Morsey are back, but there is little depth. 


Outgoing quarterback Paul Smith threw 
for 300 yards or more in an NCAA- 
record 14 straight games. Expected 
starter David Johnson has a total of 
472 yards in his career, 


Newcomers and 


DEFENSE Tw defense last year ranked 
108th overall, 108th against the pass and 90th 
against the run. End Moton Hopkins and 


noseguard Terrel Nemons back to 


are 
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RECORD AT SCHO( 
CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 


(hopefully) improve those numbers. Hopkins 
was second-team All-C-USA last season, when 
he started all 14 games and made 71 tackles, 
including 10 for a loss, and three sacks. 

There are significant holes to fill i 
secondary, but there is a lot of experien 
returning. Kenny D. Sims and John Destin 
will be the corners; former corner Roy Roberts 
moved over to bandit safety in the spring. Free 
safety Charles Davis, who had 73 tackles in 
2007, will be counted on to be a leader. 

Departed linebackers Chris Chamberlain 
(school record 165 tackles) and Nelson 
Coleman (139 tackles) were first-team All-C: 
A in '07. Alain Karatepeyan (114 tackles, 
22 for a loss, 9 sacks) also graduated. Coaches 
hope junior Mike Bryan can fill Coleman's 
sphomore Tanner Antle had a 
productive spring. Mid-term transfer Kaipo 
n looks ready, but is behind veteran 
George Clinkscale for now. There seems to be 
good depth behind this group, but zero 
experience. 


SPECIALISTS Placekicker Jarod Tracy w: 
only 7-of-12 on field goals last year but made 
2 in 2006. Michael Such (39.0 yards 


the 


returns were adequate last year, 
of speed might make them a strength this 


ing in last 
car's school-record-tying 10 victorie: 
ying the four defeats. The single most 
visible factor in those games: 12 turnover 
Coach Todd Grah: 
move at the same pace under Johnson as it did 
under Smith, who directed college football's 
rd passer, a 1,000- 
yard rusher and three 1,000- 
any case, the defense must improve. 
's Kevin Smith rushed for 284 yards and 
four TDs in the C-USA title game, and for the 
season, the Golden Hurricane gave up 28 1 


Instead, 


rd receivers, 


passing and 28 rushing. 

W 35-17 | Oy Per Game Rank 
W 55-47 | ‘Scoring 41.1 ppg 6 
L 62-21 | Rushing 1729 ypg 4 
W 38-30 | passing 3710 ypa 3 
Fe eel 543.9 ypg 1 
W 38-31 3 
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W 29-23 | Scoring 33.4 ppg 100 
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CAREER RECORD: 


O-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 


BRENNAN 


THE QUOTE 
need to build a statue of him and qu 
alking about him. It’s killing 


Tulsa coach Todd Graham, on the 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR 84 Jesse Meyer (Jr) 
83 Trae Johnson (S0.) 15 
4 Brennan Marion (Sr) 88 
78 Tyler Holmes (Fr.) 5 
76 Curt Puckett (Jr) 62 
65 Jody Whaley (dr) 60 
53 Justin Morsey (St.) 68 
70 Rodrick Thomas (Sr) 61. Travis Wike (Jr) 
5 David Johnson (Sr), 6 Clark Harrell (So.) 
25 Tarrion Adams (Sr.) 23 Jamad Williams (So.) 
9 Charles Clay (So.) 20 Courtney Tennial (St) 


DEFENSE (5) 

DE 93 Moton Hopkins (St) 59 
NG 99 Terrel Nemons (St) 96 
DE 80 Odrick Ray (So.) 9 
SLB 8 George Clinkscale (Jr) 32 
MLB 43 Mike Bryan (dr) 3 
WLB 40 Tanner Antle (So) 34 
CB 27 Kenny D.Sims (Ur) 16 
CB _18 John Destin (dr) 30 
SPURA2 Ade’ Manga (Jr) 37 
BAN 10 Roy Roberts (Sr.) 46 
FS 24 Charles Davis (Jr) W 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 29 Jarod Tracy (St) KR 10. Roy Roberts (St) 
P 35 Michael Such (So.) PR 83. Trae Johnson (So,) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: David Johnson, 8-4-56-0, 01D 
Rushing: Tarrion Adams, 219 car, 1,225 yds., 8TDs 
Receiving: Trae Johnson, 70 rec. 1,088 yds., 13 TDs 
Tackles: Charles Davis, 73, 55 solo 
‘Sacks: Moton Hopkins, 3 
Interceptions: Roy Roberts, 3 for 69 yds. 
(#Inicates numberof returning starters » BOLD indicates returning starters 


2 Aw Whitmore (So) 
Dion Toliver (Sr) 
Slick Shelley (Jn) 
Brandon Thomas (Fr) 
Aaron Ringle (Fr) 
Nick Gates (So,) 
Ronnie DeWitt (S0,) 


Tyler Scarbrough (So.) 
Wilson Garrison (Ur) 
vJon Bell (S0.) 

Kaipo Sarkissian (Jr) 
Kenny R. Sims (S0.) 
Curnelius Arnick (Ft) 
Nick Henderson (St) 
Josh Walker (Jr) 
James Lockett (dt) 
Ty Page (St) 

dosh Burrs (Jt) 
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ic Foge 


The Broncos must replace the most 
accurate quarterback in school history (Taylor 
Tharp) and four starting offensive linemen. 
Senior Bush Hamdan and freshman Kellen 
Moore emerged as the leading quarterback 


candidates in spring ball. Hamdan, who was 
the leader going into fall camp last year but 
lost to Tharp, would be the safe choice. Moore 
has the big upside because of his youth. 
Among the four new starters on the offensive 
line likely will be two freshmen and an 
untested sophomore. The only returning 
starter is Andrew Woodruff, who moves to left 
guard — the third position of his career. 

‘The rest of the offense is loaded. 

Senior tailback Ian Johnson is the FBS 
active career leader in rushing touchdowns 
(45) and total touchdowns (46). He will be 
pushed for playing time by the talented trio of 
sophomore Jeremy Avery, who was the team’s 
Hawaii Bowl MVP, sophomore D.J. Harper 
and redshirt freshman Doug Martin. 


Boise State allowed 20 rushing 
touchdowns in 2007. The Broncos had 
allowed only 16 rushing touchdowns. 
total in the previous two seasons, 
including seven in 2006, 


y player with more than 10 receptions 
son returns, led by Jeremy Childs. 
ls shattered the school record with 82 
in '07 despite being suspended for the 
me. Austin Pettis, Titus Young, Vinny 
Perretta and Julian Hawkins provide 
exceptional depth, and tight end/fullback 
Richie Brockel emerged as a weapon in the 
short passing game last season. 


Ends Mike ‘T. Williams and Ryan 
Winterswyk, who combined for 11.5 sacks 
and 16.5 tackles for a loss on the weak side last 
year, will both stare this year and lead what 
should be a solid group in the trenches. 
Seniors Joe Bozikovich and Sean Bingham 


2008 SCHEDULE 


2007 RESULTS (10-3, 7-1) 


likely will stare at tackle. That's an experienced 
front, but freshmen Jarrell Root and Billy 
Winn will push for playing time. 

A lack of production last season led ro some 
job shuffling ac linebacker, where sophomore 
Derrell Acrey steps into the middle, senior 
Kyle Gingg shifts to the weak side and senior 
Dallas Dobbs — the most productive 
linebacker last season — is the odd man out. 
Freshman Aaron Tevis could push senior Tim 
Brady for the strong-side job. 

The Broncos expect to three 
sophomores and a junior in the secondary, 
with contributions likely from a couple of 
freshmen. Junior cornerback Kyle Wilson is a 
strong All-WAC candidate, but safeties Jeron 
Johnson and Jason Robinson and cornerback 
Brandyn Thompson still need to prove they 
can be playmakers at the college level. 


start 


Kyle Brotzman was a Lou Groza 
Award semifinalist last season and should be a 
contender for the award again this season. He 
missed two field goals last season — one 
blocked and one short, both from long range. 
He also handled most of the punting, but the 
Broncos hope to turn that job over to Brad 
Elkin this year. The recurn men will be a 
mixture of running backs and receivers. 


The Broncos failed to win 
the WAC in 2007 after taking five straight 
conference titles, and they are eager to reclaim 
their crown. They return the players who 
scored 491 of theit 551 points last season. Still, 
this team faces questions — new personnel on 
offense and worries about a defense that 
allowed four opponents to score at least 30 
points last season. And it’s a young team, with 
ac least as many sophomores as. seniors 
projected to start. The season’s defining 
moment could come early with the Sept. 20 
visit to Oregon. A win could propel the 
Broncos to another storybook season; a loss 
could shake the young team’s confidence. 


2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 


A. 30 Idaho State W| A. 30 Weber State W 56-7) EN Per Gane aan 
S. 13 Bowling Green WS. 8 atWashington L 24-10 Scoring 22.4 909 4 
S. 20 at Oregon L | S. 15 Wyoming W 24-14) Rushing 184.9 ypg 3B 
0. 1 Louisiana Tech w | S. 27 Southern Miss W 38-16 | Passing 282.5 ypg B 
0.11 atSouthern Miss * | 0. 7 NewMexicoSt W 58-0 Total 467.4 ypg R 
0. 17 Hawai w | 0. 14 Nevada W (dt) 69-67 
0. 24 atSan dose State w | 0- 20 atLouisianaTech W 45-31 | "Coo Levey 73 
N. 1 atNew Mexico State w | 0 % atFresno State Wo 34-21) Rushing 13009 yp 3 
N. 8 Utah State | ee eee 7) pang 2072 yp9 % 
wie catyets w | N10 atutah state w 52-0) 5 Sate i 
‘ N. 17 Idaho Ww 5814 
N. 22 at Nevada Wi lines kak swt MEMENTO arsinPerGame Rank 
N25 eresho state, * |p, 23 #tast Carolina L — 41-38| +2 alts d 
Canes jn bol represet ing somes : 
Worl caer rected rt ore #Hawaii Bowl 
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OFFENSE (5) 

WR 9 Jeremy Childs (ur) 4 Titus Young (So.) 

WR 87 Austin Pettis (So.) 19 Vinny Perretta (Sr) 

{1 73 Nate Potter (Fr.) 57 Garrett Pendergast (Fr) 
LG 60 Andrew Woodruff (Sr) 77 Ben Iannacchione (Sr) 
C 65 Thomas Byrd (Fr) 71. Cory Yriarte (Fr) 

RG 76 Jon Gott (St) 62 Kevin Sapien (So.) 

RT 62 Kevin Sapien (So.) 72 Matt Slater (So.) 

TE 40 Richie Brockel (Jr) 88 Chris O'Neill (Sr) 


QB 11 Kellen Moore (Fr) 3. Bush Hamdan (Sr) 
RB 41 tan Johnson (St) 34 Dw, Harper (S0.) 
RB 27 Jeremy Avery (S0,) 22 Doug Martin (Fr) 
DEFENSE (6) 


DE 98 Ryan Winterswyk (So.) 96 Jarrell Root (Fr.) 
DT 67 Joe Bozikovich (Sr) 74 Billy Winn (Fr) 

DT 53 Sean Bingham (Sr) 94 Phillip Edwards (St) 
DE 93 Mike. Williams (Sr) 99. Steven Reveles (Sr.) 


OLB 44 Kyle Gingg (Sr) 25 Hunter White (Fr) 
‘MLB 52 Derrell Acrey (So.) 51 Dallas Dobbs (Sr) 
OLB. 24 Tim Brady (St) 36 Aaron Tevis (Fr) 
B 1 kyle Wilson (Jr) 14 Garcia Day (dr) 


CB 38 Brandyn Thompson (So.) 17 Keith McGowen (So.) 
S__ 23 Jeron Johnson (So.)__18 Elis Powers (St) 
S 5 Jason Robinson (So.) 8 George Hloka (Fr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 35 Kyle Broteman (S0.) 
P 49 Brad Elkin (S0.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Mike Coughlin, 14-6-95-1, 11D 
Rushing: Tan Johnson, 207 car, 1,041 yds., 16 TDs 
Receiving: Jeremy Childs, 82 rec., 1,045 yds., TDs 
Tackles: Kyle Gingg, 94, 47 solo 
Sacks: Mike T Williams, 6 
Interceptions: Dallas Dobbs, 3 for 54 yds. 
( Inicatesramterofeuing starters» BOLD indicates reing starters 


KR 34. DuJ. Harper (So.) 
PR 1 Kyle Wilson (Jr) 
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OFFENSE In the practices leading up to lase 
year's season opener against LSU, all the 
emphasis was placed on Michael Henig’s 
ability at quarterback. But the Henig era 
basically ended when he broke his hand on the 
opening series in the Bulldogs’ upset win at 
Auburn. All of a sudden, the focus shifted 
toward backups Wesley Carroll and Josh 
Riddell. And after a knee injury sidelined 
Riddell for the remainder of the year, Carroll, 
a true freshman, was left to lead the offense. 
Despite having no experience, the casy- 
going signal-caller directed the Bulldogs to a 
5-3 record in his eight starts, including a 10-3 
victory against UCF in the Liberty Bowl. For 
the season, Carroll threw for 1,392 yards and 
nine touchdowns while learning on the go. 
Those numbers are impressive considering 
there was no time to fine-tune his mechanics 
during the season, so that’s what MSU coach 
Sylvester Croom used the spring for. And with 
more knowledge and experience, Carroll 
should be in a position to improve an offense 


that ranked 113th nationally. 


Plus, he’s got weapons, both in the receiving 
corps and backfield. 

Wideout Jamayel Smith returns after 
hauling in 33 passes for a team-high 510 yards, 
while Co-Eric Riley, Aubrey Bell and Brandon 
McRae will make it difficult to double on 
Smith. 

‘Then there are the running backs, led by 
workhorse Anthony Dixon, who finished 
seventh in the SEC with 1,066 yards and 
should be one of the league's top backs. And 
Dixon won't be forced to carry the entire load. 
Christian Ducre and highly routed redshirt 
freshman Robert Elliott provide quality depth. 


Running back Anthony Dixon 
accounted for 16 of the offense’s 30 
touchdowns, including 14 on the 
ground. 


DEFENSE ‘The Bulldogs lose key players up 
front — guys like ends Titus Brown and Avery 
Hannibal — but they return a host of veteran 
players at the linebacker and defensive back 
positions. Linebackers Jamar Chaney and 
Dominic Douglas, along with safety Derek 
Pegues, were factors in MSU ranking fifth in the 
SEC in total yards allowed (331.8 per game). 

The 6'1", 236-pound Chaney led the 
Bulldogs with 89 tackles from his spot in the 
middle, while Douglas was second with 78 on 
the weak side. Their play made it difficult for 
opponents t0 pass, opening the door for the 
secondary to be one of the stingiest in the 
country (seventh against the pass). Pegues, 
along with strong safety Keith Fitzhugh, 
wreaked the most havoc. They accounted for 
seven of State’ 18 interceptions; one of Pegues’ 
five was returned for a touchdown. The depth 
of the secondary took a hit in April when 
cornerback Anthony Johnson (11 starts in 
2007) left school. 

If MSU can find some suitable replacements 
on the line, there’s no reason to think this unit 
cant have similar success under the guidance of 
first-year coordinator Charlie Harbison. 


SPECIALISTS Kicking duties will again be 
entrusted to punter Blake McAdams and 
placekicker Adam Carlson, players who made 
significant strides last season. Carlson 
connected on 10-of-13 attempts, including the 
game-winner against Ole Miss on a 48-yarder 
with 12 seconds left. 


FINAL ANALYSIS For the first time in seven 
years, the Bulldogs tasted success in 2007 and 
found themselves in a bowl. As a result, 
expectations have changed in Starkville. 
Another bowl will be the goal, and to achieve 
that feat, State has to improve offensively and 
continue the trend it has established on the 
defensive side. If those two scenarios unfold, 
there's no reason to think the Bulldogs won't 
be back in postseason play. 


2008 SCHEDULE 
30 atLouisianaTech = W 
6 SE Louisiana Ww 
13 Auburn L 
20 at Georgia Tech ® 
27 at lsu L 
11 Vanderbilt w 

L 
WwW 
WwW 
* 
* 
* 


2007 RESULTS [ 
30 LSU 
8 atTulane 
15 at Auburn 
22 Gardner-Webb 
29 at South Carolina 
6 UAB 
Tennessee 
20 at West Virginia 
27 at Kentucky 
10 Alabama 
17 at Arkansas 
23 Ole Miss 
29 «#UCF 
#Liberty Bowl 


at Tennessee 

25 Middle Tennessee 
1 Kentucky 

15 at Alabama 

22 Arkansas 

28 at Ole Miss 


Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor L indicates a projected win or loss 
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8-5, 4-4} 
45-0 
38-17 
19-4 
3115 
38-21 
30-13 
33-21 
38413 
314 
wz 
4531 
4 
0-3 


2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
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ground 
nat now.” 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR_ 15 Co-Eric Riley (St) 

‘WR 89 Jamayel Smith (Sr) 

tT 74 Mark Melichar (So.) 

LG 53 Anthony Strauder (Sr) 
© 70 AC. Brignone (So.) 

RG 78 Michael Gates (Sx) 

RT _ 79 Derek Sherrod (So) 

TE 85 Brandon Henderson (S0.) 
08 
FB 
RB 


‘87 Aubrey Bell (St) 

81 Brandon McRae (Jr) 

55 Quentin Saulsberry (Fr) 

73 Dakota Merritt (Fr) 

66 Dil. Looney (Fr) 

75 Craig Jenkins (Jr.) 

76 Phillip Freeman (Jt) 

84 Nelson Hurst (Fr) 
Tyson Lee (ie) 

38 Eric Hoskins (Sr) 

29 Christian Ducre (de) 


13 Wesley Carroll (S0.) 

35 Brandon Hart (Sr) 

24 Anthony Dixon (Jr) 
DEFENSE (9) 
LE 90 Cortez MeCraney (Sr) 
DT _95 Kyle Love (dr) 
DT 94 dessie Bowman (St) 
RE 39 Tim Bailey (Sc) 
SLB_34 Kl Wright (So) 
MLB 22 Jamar Chaney (Sr) 
WLB 10 Dominic Douglas (St) 
CB 23 Jasper O'Quinn (Sr) 
CB 18 Marcus Washington (Jr) 
SS __ 1 Keith Fitzhugh (Sr) 
FS 3 Derek Pegues (Sr) 
‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K__ 37 Adam Carlson (Sr) 


P 43 Blake McAdams (Sc) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Wesley Carrol, 255-134-1,392-7, 9 TDs 
Rushing: Anthony Dixon, 287 ca, 1,066 yds., 14TDs 
Receiving: Jamayel Smith, 3 rec. 510 yds. 3TDs 
Tackles: Jamar Chaney, 89,35 solo 

‘Sacks: Jimmie Holmes, 2 

Interceptions: Derek Pegues, 5 for 120 yés, 


(9) tnicates numberof returing starters «BOLD ndcates retin starters 


Davonne Wilson (So,) 

96 Reggie Odom (So.) 

98 LaMarcus Williams (S0.) 
98 Brandon Cooper (So) 
49 Terrell Johnson (Fr) 
33 Jamie Jones (Fr) 
52 Karlin Brown (So) 
28 Tay Bowser (Jt) 
26 Damein Anderson (Fr) 

8 De'Mon Glanton (Sr) 
42 Tach Smith (50) 


KR 3 Derek Pegues (Sr) 
PR 3 Derek Pegues (St) 


Tan Gann Sports 
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ic Fogel 


OFFENSE Senior running back Javon Ringer 

has averaged more than six yards per carry in 

and is poised to make a run at All- 
ica honots. 

‘The line returns three starters in left guard 
Roland Martin, center Joel Nitchman and 
right tackle Jesse Miller. New starter Rocco 
Cioni is unproven at left tackle, He has the 
athleticism to become a good pass protector 
but wont be as strong in run blocking as his 
predecessor, 

Senior quarterback Brian Hoyer has 
improved his ability to look off safeties. He 
was honorable mention all-conference but will 
not have second-round draft pick Devin 
‘Thomas as a go-to receiver, However, there 
should be enough capable targets for the 
Spartans to field another good, balanced 


Dell and B,J. Cunningham are ready 
to take the baton as Michigan State's next 
dout receivers, With good height and 
d, Dell could become a terrific 
downfield threat. He had 20 catches as a 
possession type of receiver but should blossom 
this year. As solid ago, some 
ad of him as the 
young receiver on the roste 
nior Deon Curry is a dependable, 
agame-breaker, Charlie 
tt has become a pretty good blocker at 
tight end, and he can run a little bit, 


Of the six teams that beat the Spartans last 
year, none of them did it by more than seven 
points, It was the first time since the Big Ten 
title team of 1990 that a Michigan State team 
could make that claim, 


DEFENSE ‘The Spartans will be fi 
linebacker position and will h 
front that can keep the 
experienced secondary 
Michigan State's pr 
Mark Dantonio expect 


ver at the 
defensive 
n. An 
sound within 
Coach 


30 at California 


17 Penn State 
22 at Penn State 
Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor L indicates a projected win or loss 


A L|s. 1 UAB 

S. 6 Eastern Michigan WS. 8 Bowling Green 

S. 13 Florida Atlantic Ww | S. 15 Pittsburgh 

S. 20 Notre Dame * |S, 22 at Notre Dame 

S$. 27 at Indiana w | S. 29 atWisconsin 

0. 4 lowa + | 0. 6 Northwestern 
0, 13. Indiana 

0. 11 at Northwestern * 

0. 18 mie Sa L 0, 20 at Ohio State 

0, 25 at Michigan |_| 0: 27 atiowa 

No Wes [| Ne 3: Michigan 

eae Peas N. 10 at Purdue 

N. 8 Purdue hy 

Ne tls 


HEAD COACH 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: D 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


28 #Boston College L 
#Champs Sports Bow! 


to be confrontational and to make mote f 
on the ball. 

rtans will reload nicely at del 
end, Cincinnati transfer Trevor Ande 
offers a combination of upfield burst 
gap control that mak 
defensive coordinator’s delight. 
haw has added weight and maintained 
excellent quickness at the three-technique 
defensive tackle, Wall-breaking sophomore 
Antonio Jeremiah is emerging as a star of 
tomorrow at ni ' 

Greg Jones, an All-Big ‘Ten candidate, 
finished the spring at middle linebacke 
the move appears to be permanent. Michigan 
State will have more speed on defense with 
Jones in the middle. Second-year starter Eric 
Gordon is also playing faster and tougher at 
outside lineback 

Boundary safety Otis Wiley has rallied back 
from last year’s midseason slump and is t 
to live up to his all-star potential. There 
stacked competi back with the 
Spartans standing a great chance to get wo 
good starters out of a pool of five capable 
candidates. Kendell Davis-Clark I 
speed and 14 starts. Ashton Henderson is the 
most reliable technician and has five « 
starts, bue Ross Weaver might have the most 
pure talent when he is healthy. 


SPECIALISTS Placckicking 
junior Brett Swenson, who 
career Aaron Bates is better than his 
39.7 yards-per-punt average as 
freshman; he often punted to a short f 


FINAL ANALYSIS After taking a 
step back into the bowl picture, L 
expects the momentum to continue. “We want 
to take another step forward,” he The 
Spartan staff is talking about New Year's Day 
bowl contention, That isn’t likely this year, but 
Dantonio has turned Michigan State into a 
al and consistent team. 


ind 


strong with 
30-of-41 for his 


true 
ield. 


urprising, 
ntonio 


W 55-18 | GS Per Game Rank 
W 28-17 | ‘Scoring 33.1 ppg 29 
W 17-13 | Rushing 198.2 ypg 5 
W 31-14 | passing 218.6 yoo 6 
L 37-34 | Total 416.8 ypg 42 
L (ol) 48-41 Defense Per Game Rank 
We 52-27 | "scoring 26.6 ppg 57 
eases Rushing 125.9 ypg 30 
as ey Passing 219.7 yog “4 
wage | el 345.6 yp 32 
w 35-31 | MOE Per Game Rank 

man | +2 15 AL 


JAVON RINGER: 
THE QUOTE 


“T like what (Mi ») is doing there, 
trying to set a mentality of toughnes: 
He kn higan is the top dog in the state 
but he won't back d 
An oppd 


ing Big Ten assistant coach 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR 2 Mark Dell (S0,) 
WR_ 84 Deon Curry (St) 
LT 57 Rocco Cironi (in) 
LG 73 Roland Martin (Sr) 
C65 Joel Nitchman (Jr) 
RG 54 Brendon Moss (i) 
RT 79 Jesse Miller (Sr) 
TE 83 Charlie Gantt (So) 
Q8 7 Brian Hoyer (Sr) 
FB 45 Andrew Haviken (dr) 
RB 23 Javon Ringer (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (5) 

DE 47 Brandon Long (St) 
DT 97 Justin Kershave (Sr) 
NG 93 Antonio Jeremiah (S0,) 
DE 58 Trevor Anderson (dn) 
SLB. 43 Eric Gordon (So,) 
MLB 53 Greg Jones (So.) 
WLB 34 Brandon Denson (Jt) 
CB _38 Kendell Davis-Clark (St.) 
B37 Ross Weaver (Jr) 
SS 21 Otis Wiley (Sr) 

FS _ 40 Roderick Jenrette (dr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 14 Brett Swenson (dr) 
P18 Aaron Bates (S0.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Brian Hoyer, 376-223-2,725-11, 20 1Ds 
Javon Ringer, 245 cat, 1,447 yds., 6TDs 
tinger, 35 rec., 295 yds., 01D. 

Toekles: Greg dons, 78, 40 sl; Kendel Davis Crk, 72,4 sto 
Sacks: Greg Jones, 4.5, 
Interceptions: Otis Wiley, 4 for 77 yds. 

(6) iniaes umber a retuing starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 


25 Blair White (dr) 

3 BJ. Cunningham (Fr) 
77 JMichael Deane (So.) 
75 Jared MeGaha (Fr) 
60 Mike Bacon (Sr) 

67 Joel Foreman (Fr) 
76 Mike Schmeding (J) 
85 Garrett Celek (Fr) 
17 Nick Foes (Fr) 

35 deff McPherson (Sr) 
20 Ad. dimmerson (ir) 


91. Tyler Hoover (Fr) 

96 Kevin Pickelman (Fr) 
80 Oren Wilson (So) 
49 Dwayne Holmes (St) 
36 Jon Misch (So, 

55 Adam Decker (Jt) 
42 Ryan Alison (Sr) 

29 Chris L. Rucker (S0.) 
31 Ashton Henderson (dr) 
11 Marcus Hyde (So.) 
33 Dan Fortener (Jt) 


KR 2 Mark Dell 50.) 
PR 2 Mark Dell (S0.) 


SEATTLE, WASH. HUSKY STADIUM (72,500) 


OFFENSE In Jake Locker, fourth-year coach Ty 
Willingham has a quarterback, who m 
NFL ~ scouts drool and opponents 
uncomfortable, and a veteran line to protect 
him. But the rest of the supporting cast is new 
and unproven, though there is exciting talent 
among the incoming recruiting class. Locker 
will be asked to do a lot, and he’s capable. 

In his first season under center, Locker was 
every bit as good as advertised. He was named 
Pac-10 Freshman of the Year after throwing 
and rushing for a combined 27 touchdowns 
and 3,048 yards and setting league records for 
quarterback rushing yards with 986 and 
longest scoring pass at 98 yards. If there was a 
kink in his debut effort it was his 47.3 percent 
completion percentage. 

Sophomore Brandon Johnson heads up a 
long line of young and speedy tailback 
candidates, all seeking a job vacated by 
graduated 1,294-yard rusher Louis Rankin. 
Johnson helped his chances with a 121-yard 
outing against California, He must hold off 
two highly decorated freshmen, Johri Fogerson 
and Demitrius Bronson, 


446. 


The but their 
collective talent might make their lack of 
experience moot. Touted freshmen wideouts 
Anthony Boyles and Devin Aguilar finally got 
into school this past winter after academic 
shortcomings prevented them from enrolling 
on time. Even more touted freshman Chris 
Polk, a late defector from USC, could leapfrog 
everyone. At tight end, part-time starter 
Michael Gottlieb might have trouble holding 
off redshirt freshman Chris Izbicki and 
freshman Kavario Middleton, considered the 
plum rectuits of each of the last two class 


The Washington defense 
surrendered a school-record 
446.4 yards per game, 
‘surpassing the previous 
worst, 419.1 in 2005, 


receivers are untested, 


Three full-time starters return up frone in 
tackle Ben Ossai and guards Ryan Tolar and 
Casey Bulyca, The line did suffer a setback in 
the spring, however, when senior center Juan 
Garcia was lost to a potential career-ending 
foot injury. 


DEFENSE Willingham was ready for a serious 
defensive makeover after his extra-porous 
Huskies allowed a school-worst 446.4 yards 
and extra-generous 31.6 points per game, Ed 
Donatell, formerly of the Atlanta Falcons and 
Green Bay Packers, is the new defensive 
coordinator and has his work cut out for him. 
‘The Huskies have only one full-time regular 
returning on the defensive line and two starters 
back at linebacker and in the secondary. 

‘The vet up front is junior end Daniel Te’o- 
Nesheim, whose credentials are solid: 57 
tackles, 15 tackles for a loss, eight sacks. E.). 
Savannah, an outside guy with a lot of range, 
the Huskies’ only full-time starter returning at 
linebacker, but a disciplinary suspension set 
him back during spring drills, Free safety 
Mesphin Forrester was the only 13-game starter 
in the secondary last fall, hough he moves over 

to strong safety. He showed what he could 
do with a 54-yard interception return for 
against USC 


a scor 


SPECIALISTS ‘1 


These should know 


guys 
what they're doing. Punter Jared Ballman and 
placekicker Ryan Perkins are returning starters, 
with Ballman averaging 40.9 yards per punt 
and handling kickoffs, and Perkins connecting 
on 15-of-20 field goal attempts, with a long of 
45 yards. 


FINAL ANALYSIS After 2-9, 5-7 and 4-9 
records, Willingham faces a must-win season, 
which has been publicly mandated by the 
school. He'll have to outscore opponents to do 
it, relying heavily on Locker's magic, because 
the defense isn’t going to stop anyone, no 
matter what Donatell is able to restore. 


A. 30. at Oregon L | A. 31 at Syracuse W 42-12 | aR Per Game Rank 
S. 6 BYU L |S. 8 Boise State W 2410 | Scoring 29.2 ppg 51 
S. 13. Oklahoma L | S. 15 Ohio State L 33-14 | Rushing 203.1 ypg 18 
S. 27 Stanford W |S. 22 atucla L 44-31 | Passing 1912 ypg %3 
0. 4 at Arizona L |S. 29 usc L 27-24 | Total 394.2 yg 60 
0. 18 Oregon State W | 0. 13 atArizona State L 44-20 | BRR Per Game Rank 
0. 25. Notre Dame * 10, 20 Oregon L 55-34 | ‘Scoring 31.6 ppg 92 
N. 1 atusc L | 0. 27 Arizona L 48-41 | Rushing 185.0 ypg 89 
N. 8 Arizona State L | N. 3 atStanford W 27-9 | Passing 261.4 ypg 104 
N. 15 UCLA L| N. 10 at Oregon State | 29-23 | Total 446.4 yp9 108 
N. 22 at Washington State * | N. 17 California W 37-23 | (OM Per Game Rank 
D. 6 at California L_| N. 24 Washington State L 42-35 | -1 -08 764 
Wortndtserapeededwnoriss | O- 2 atHawai B38 
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THE QUOTE 


“Washington has a chance to be very good 


beca 
experience, he 
better pl 


An opposing Pac-10 a 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR 16 D'Andre Goodwin (So.) 
WR Chris Polk (Fr.) 

LT 79 Ben Ossai (Jr) 

65 Ryan Tolar (So.) 

C 64 Matt Sedillo (S0.) 

72 Casey Bulyca (St) 

71 Cody Habben (So, 

86 Michael Gottlieb (Sr) 
10 Jake Locker (S0,) 

30 Paul Homer (So,) 

6 Brandon Johnson (So.) 


DEFENSE (6) 

DE 66 Daniel Te'o-Nesheim (Jt) 
DT 55 Jovon O'Connor (Sr) 

DT 99 Cameron Blisara (So) 
59 Darrion Jones (Jr) 

22 Ew, Savannah (Jt) 

57 Trenton Tuiasosopo (Sr.) 
40 Mason Foster (S0.) 

45 Quinton Richardson (Fr) 
23 Mesphin Forrester (St) 
46 Victor Aiyewa (So.) 

39 Nate Williams (So) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 13 Ryan Perkins (dr) 
P 12 dared Ballman (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Eu. Savannah, 111, 73 solo 
Sacks: Daniel Te'o-Nesheim, 8 
Interceptior 


makers in the 


jake Locker, 328-155-2,062- 


Michael Gottlieb, 12 rec., 136 yds., OTD 


lesphin Forrester, 2 for 61 yds. 
(Indicates number of rtursing starters « BOLD indicates returning starters 


3@ of Jake Locker. Now, with his 
the ability to be one of the 


onference 


stant coach 


Anthony Boyles (Fr.) 
Devin Aguilar (Fr) 
68 Mark Armelin (Fr) 
76 J. White-Frisbee (St) 
61 Greg Christine (S0.) 
70, Morgan Rosborough (i) 
67 Skyler Fancher (Fr) 
Kayario Middleton (Fr) 
8 Ronnie Fouch (Fr) 
32 Luke Kravite (Sr) 
‘Joh Fogerson (Fr) 


96 De'Shon Matthews (So, 
37 Johnie Krton (St) 

52 Nick Wood (Fr) 

51 Kalani Aldrich (Fr) 

24 Joshua Gage (dr) 

9 Donald Butler (Jr) 
29 Chris Stevens (Sr) 

18 Byron Davenport (Sr.) 
19 Matt Mosley (So, 

15 Darin Harris (Sr.) 

26 Jason Wells (Sr) 


KR 6 Brandon Johnson (So) 
PR 14 Curtis Shaw (So.) 


15, 14 TDs 


Peer fr 
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Ric Foel 


OFFENSE Connecticut has loads of 
experience (the Huskies have 17 returnees who 
started at least one game a year ago), led by 
‘Tyler Lorenzen at quarterback, who passed for 
2,367 yards and 13 touchdowns while 
throwing only six interceptions in his first 
season at the school. Still, UConn’ offense was 
often a bit on the vanilla side in 2007, so look 
for the coaching staff to take the reins off the 
senior a bit and open things up. 

‘The Huskies feature arguably the best 
tailback tandem in the Big E 
Donald Brown and Andre Dixon — along 
with steady tight end Steve Brouse and 
fullback Anthony Sherman, who became a 


regular as a true freshman a year ago. 


is also bigger, stronger and more 
ced up front, led by center Keith Gray 
a tackle Will Beatty, but getting more 
production at the wide receiver positions will 
be a key. Senior D.J. Hernandez and junior 
Brad Kanuch return, but don't be surprised if 
five freshmen wind up in the mix — redshirts 
Kashif Moore and Isiah Moore and true 
eshmen Brian Parker, Gerrard Sheppard and 
Michael Smith. 


¢ — juniors 


The Huskies earned their first Associated 
Press Top 25 ranking — No. 16 — on Oct. 
28, 2007, the highest debut ranking since 
Florida State checked in at No. 10 in 1964. 


DEFENSE This is a veteran group (eight 
starters return) that is led up front by senior 
ends Cody Brown and Julius Williams, who 
combined for 16 sacks a year ago, and reliable 
senior tackle Rob Lunn, Junior Lindsey 
Witten has also started games at defensive end, 
and redshirt freshman Kendall Reyes is coming 
off a fabulous spring, recording three sacks in 
the Blue-White game. 

Scott Lutrus and Lawrence Wilson each 
started all 13 games as outside linebackers as 
freshmen, combining for 220 tackles. Lutrus is 


2008 SCHEDULE 


A, 28 Hofstra Ww] S. 1 atDuke 

S. 6 atTemple w]S. 8 Maine 

S. 13 Virginia w | S. 15 Temple 

S$. 19 Baylor w |S. 22 atPittsburgh 

S. 26 at Louisville * | S. 29 Akron 

0. 4 at North Carolina =| © 13. at Virginia 

0. 18 at Rutgers i | 2 19 Louisvitle 

0.25. Cincinnati * - e pe 

N. 1 West Virginia Tybee f 
N. 10 at Cincinnati 

N. 15. at Syracuse W117 Syracuse 

N. 2 atSouth Florida —L | 94 at West Virginia 

De <6 Pittsburgh * |p. 29 #Wake Forest 


#Meineke Bowl 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATO! 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


2007 RESULTS (3-4, 


TUS MES e i ac castenepicnon 6 | 


moving inside to replace All-Big East middle 
linebacker Danny Lansanah, and senior 
Dahna Deleston, the starting at strong safety a 
year ago, is replacing Lutrus at outside 
linebacker in order to give UConn more speed 
closer to the line of scrimmage. 

Cornerback Darius Butler returns to start 
for the fourth straight year and is joined by 
veteran free safety Robert Vaughn, but the 
Huskies are relatively untested at the other 
corner spot and at free safety. 


SPECIALISTS A mixture of good and bad 
news here. Senior placckicker Tony Ciaravino 
(a school-record 22 field goals in 2007) is 
coming off his best season, and punter Desi 
Cullen returns for his junior season after 
averaging 40.7 yards per punt and leaving 21 
punts inside the opponent's 20. The return 
game has question marks, however, with Larry 
Taylor, the most dynamic punt returner in 
program history, graduating along with kick 
returner ‘Tyvon Branch, Both had two returns 
for touchdowns, and Branch led the 
conference by averaging just under 29 yards 
per return, Butler, who has returned kickoffs 
in the past, will replace Branch, and. the 
coaching staff plans to give true fi 
Jordan Todman, a future star at tailback, a shot 
at returning punts. 


shman 


FINAL ANALYSIS UConn has the pieces in 
place to contend for a conference title again, 
but the road will be more challenging. A year 
ago, the Huskies catapulted onto the national 
stage by winning home games in consecutive 
weeks against Louisville, South Florida and 
Rutgers. Thi they play all three on the 
road and face a brutal five-game stretch starting 
with consecutive road games at Louisville, 
North Carolina and Rutgers, followed by home 
games against Cincinnati and West Virginia. 
ve games will determine whether the 
re contenders again ot back to a team 
struggling to finish .500. 


2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
W 45-14 | Qa Per Game Rank 
W 38-0 | Scoring 26.5 ppg 66 
W 22-17 | Rushing 161.4 ypg 49 
W 34-14 | Passing 185.8 ypg 7 
W 44-10 | Total 347.2 ypg 90 
ERMA D Defense Per Game Rank 
W 2EY7 | "scoring 19.0 ppg “4 
We 22-15 | Rushing 157.4 pg 6 
Me ay Passing 194.0 ypg v 
Lo 3 | otal 351.4 ypg 7 
W 30-7 
L 66-21 TO Margin Per Game Rank 
L meio | +14 108 7 


A R N Z 
— = 


rampionship was 


incredible coaching jol I], but I 
th 

They definitely will b 

in this year, but I think they'll drop to the 

middle of the pack in the Big East. 


Big East 


OFFENSE (8) 

14 Dud. Hernandez (Sr) 

3 Brad Kanuch (Jr) 

64 Will Beatty (St) 

57 Moe Petrus (Fr) 

68 Keith Gray (Sr) 

78 Zach Hurd (S0.) 

73 Dan Ryan (Jt) 
TE 90 Steve Brouse (Sr) 
08 4 Tyler Lorenzen (Sr) 
FB 49 Anthony Sherman (S0.) 
RB 34 Donald Brown (dr) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 50 Cody Brown (St) 
DT 65 Rob Lunn (Sr) 

DT 54 Alex Polito (So.) 

DE 45 dulius Williams (Sr) 
OLB 36 Dahna Deleston (St.) 
IWB 32 Scott Lutrus (S0.) 
OLB 8 Lawrence Wilson (So.) 
CB 1 Darius Butler (Sr) 
CB 42 Robert McClain (Jr) 
SS _ 19 Kijuan Dabney (So.) 
FS 33 Robert Vaughn (Jr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 97 Tony Ciaravino (Sr) KR. 1 Darius Butler (Sr) 
P 13 Desi Cullen (Jr) PR Jordan Todman (Fr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Tyler Lorenzen, 347-197-2,367-6, 13 TDs 
Rushing: Andre Dixon, 167 car, 828 yds, 3TDs 
Receiving: Terence deffers, 44 rec., 82 yds, 5TDs 
Tackles: Lawrence Wilson, 113, 53 solo 
Sacks: Julius Wiliams, 85 

Interceptions: Robert Vaughn, 7 for 112 yds. 


82 Kashif Moore (Fr) 
83 Isiah Moore (Fr) 
71 Mike Ryan (Fr) 
74 Alex LaMtagdelsine (Jt) 
69 Trey Tonsing (Sc) 

66 Mathieu Olivier (S0) 
79 Mike Hicks (Jr) 

91 Martin Bedard (Sr) 
10 Zach Frazer (S0) 

47 Anthony Davis (So.) 
2 Andre Dixon (Jr) 


9 Lindsey Witten (Jt) 

92 Scott Schultz (Fr) 

4 Twyon Martin (Fr) 

99 Kendall Reyes (Fr) 

10 Greg Robinson Jt. (S0.) 
31 Cu. Marck (Ft) 

95 Greg Loyd (Fr) 

20 Terry Baltimore (J) 

6 Jasper Howard (So.) 

2 Jonathan Jean-Louis (Fr) 
27 Aaron Bagsby (Fr) 


(Indicates number of retursing starters + BOLD indeates returning starters 
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OFFENSE New coach Kevin Sumlin, who 
hired Texas ‘Tech offensive coordinator Dana 
Holgorsen, is looking for a high-scoring attack 
that blends elements of Tech's Air Raid offense 
and the oddball spread of former coach Art 
Briles. Sophomore Case Keenum and strong- 
armed junior Blake Joseph should contend for 
the quarterback job. Keenum, who was named 
C-USA Freshman of the Year, used his quick 
feet and quicker mind to make things happen. 
But while Keenum is a playmaker, he lacks 
arm strength. Joseph, who was brilliant in the 
spring, spent the offseason working on his 


passes — and is poised to challenge Keenum. 

Finding targets is the biggest issue, Former 
quarterback LJ. Castile, a superbly athletic 
6'3" specimen, and Mark Hafner, who caught 
40 passes last season at tight end, are expected 
to be big contributors, After that, there are 
question marks, 

And after graduating record-serting running 
back Anthony Alridge, the Cougars have 
similar questions in the backfield. Sophomore 
Andre Kohn is the most-polished product, but 
sophomores ‘Terrance Ganaway and Justin 
Johnson showed promise as runners and 


receivers out of the backfield. 


e line, which returned three 
solidified wich the return of senior 
tackle SirVincent Rogers, who had missed 
almost two full seasons with a knee injury. 


‘The returning wideouts combined 
to catch 63 passes last year. And 
Mark Hafner, who is making the 
move from tight end to 

big slot, had 40 of those, 


DEFENSE One of the first changes Sumlin 
implemented was a change back to a 4-3 
defense. Briles had gone to a 3-4, mostly out of 
necessity because he could never find enough 
linemen to properly stock a 4-3. 


LOU GA! 

The Cougars’ defense should be decent, but 
the front four, anchored by end Phillip Hunt, 
should be outstanding. The speedy Hunt is 
one of the best in the conference, and tackle 
Ell Ash isn’ far behind. Tate Stewart and Cody 
Pree, if his head is on right, should fill out the 
line, bue (as always) depth will be an issue. 
Kyle Thomas, a late pickup from City College 
of San Francisco, will vie for a spot. 

Sumlin’s biggest. concern is speed at 
linebacker. Cody Lubojasky, in his fourth year 
as a starter, returns in the middle, and 
Arkansas transfer Tyrell Graham should move 
right into the starting lineup. 

The defensive backfield is set, with safeties 
Kenneth Fontenette and Ernest Miller forming 
one of the best duos in the conference, and 
Oklahoma State transfer Stephen James will be 
in the mix. Cornerback, perhaps the weakest 
link on last year's defense, should be better with 
a year's experience and the emergence of 
Brandon Brinkley as a more consistent player. 


SPECIALISTS 

Special reams weren't a priority under Briles. 
Sumlin stripped everything down to the 
absolute basics in the spring and rebuile from 
scratch. The potential is there with the return 
of punter Chase Turner and field goal kicker 
Ben Bell. Finding a returner is paramount, with 
freshman Patrick Edwards heading the list. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Sumlin knew he had a nice 
well of returning talent, so he immediately 
began stripping things down to the 
fundamentals, Footwork became a priority, 
from linemen on both sides of the ball to 
quarterbacks. Receivers were introduced to the 
notion of precise route running. Defensive 
backs were re-schooled in coverage techniques. 
In short, talent wasn’t good enough. If the 
Cougars are going to be good — very good — 
they'te going to need to outthink and out- 
execute opponents rather than simply trying to 
outscore them. 


eee een 
E 2007 RESULTS ( 2007 NATIC RANKINGS 

A. 30 Southern Ww S. 1 atOregon L 43-27 | Es Per Game Rank 
S. 6 at Oklahoma State L | S. 15 atTulane W > 34-10 | ‘Scoring 345 ppg 2 
S. 13 Air Force w_| S. 22 Colorado State © W 38-27 | Rushing 2239 yp 10 
$. 20 atColorado State w | S. 29 East Carolina L 37-35 | Passing 278.0 ypg 5 
S. 27 atEast Carolina = * | 0. 6 at Alabama L 30-24 | Total 501.9 ypg 4 
0. 11 UAB w| 0 13 Rice w 7 
0. 18 atSMU w | 0 20 atuas w 
0. 28 at Marshall A) eer tts My 
i . ue WY 0 attutsa L 
Nm rep w | N27 Marshal Ww = 
Noo) ate w | Ne 24 Texas Southern W ae 
: D. 28 #TCU L 243 

Games in old eprestt sing games 

Wor indates projected an or loss #Texas Bowl 


RECORD AT SCHOOL: 
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CAREER RECORD: 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


PHILLIP HUNT 
THE QUOTE 


don't | 


~—j 


y patient at all, 1 


OFFENSE (4) 
WR 10 Lu. Castile (S0,) 
8 Chris Gilbert (dr) 
82 Chaz Rodriguez (So) 
87 Mark Hafner (Sr) 
59 Sebastian Vollmer (Sr) 
64 Michael Bloesch (Sr) 
57 Carl Barnett (dr) 
70 Chris Thompson (Fr) 
74 SitVincent Rogers (Sr) 
7 Case Keenuim (So.) 
RB _ 6 Andre Kohn (So.) 
DEFENSE (7) 
56 Cody Pree (Sr) 
90 Ell Ash (Sr) 
91 Tate Stewart (Sr.) 
53 Phillip Hunt (St) 
30 Matt Nicholson (Jr) 
MLB. 34 Cody Lubojasky (Sr) 
WLB 43 Tyrell Graham (Jr) 
21 Brandon Brinkley (Jr.) 
8 Quinte Willams (St) 13. Ad. Edwards (Fr) 
5 Emest Miller (Sr) 27. Stephen James (St) 
28 Kenneth Fontenette (Sr) 29 Ricardo Bates (Fr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 14 BenBell dc) 
P 80 Chase Turner (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Case Keenum, 273-187-2,259-10, 14 TDs 
Rushing: Terrance Ganaway, 109 car., 550 yds., 6 TDs 
Receiving: Mark Hafner, 40 rec., 445 yds., 3TDs 
Tackles: Kenneth Fontenette, 69, 28 solo 

‘Sacks: Phillip Hunt, 10.5 

Interceptions: Kenneth Fontenette, 4 for 21 yds. 


(4) Indicates numberof returing starters + BOLD indicates return starters 


24 Tim Monroe (Jt) 

35 Tyron Carrier (Fr) 

83 Patrick Edwards (Fr) 
18 Wesley Scourten (So) 
71 dosh Bell (Jr) 

75 Isaiah Agson (St) 

44 Jordan Shoemaker (S0.) 
65. dustin Freeman (Fr) 
79 Matt Hart (Jc) 

15 Blake Joseph (Jt) 

20 Terrance Ganaway (So,) 


92. Billy Hartford (Sr) 

48 Raymond Alake (So.) 

97 Isaiah Thompson (So.) 
54 Mamood Barbandi (Jr) 
40 Cu, Cavness (Jr) 

33 Shomari Williams (Jr) 
45. Britton Maxwell (S0.) 

35 Loyce Means (S0.) 


KR 83. Patrick Edwards (Fr) 
PR 83. Patrick Edwards (Fr) 
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OFFENSE A stockpile of skill players hopes to 
correct the imbalance thar plagued the offense 
last fall, when it led the Big Ten in passing and 
ranked second in yards but slipped to 10th in 
both rushing and scoring. Northwestern 
returns a three-year starter at quarterback (C.J. 
Bachér), a two-time 1,000-yard rusher at 
running back (Tyrell Sutton) and_ several 
proven wide receiv ic Peterman, Ross 
Lane). Add a downfield threat in Andrew 
Brewer and rushing depth with Omar Conteh, 
and the Wildcats have firepower. 

The unit’s success hinges on a new-look 
line, Suttons health and Bachér's ability to 
limit mistakes after he threw as_many 
interceptions (19) as touchdowns last season. 
Northwestern loses three starters up front, and 
right tackle Kurt Mattes is the only line starter 
returning to the same position. Both starting 
guard spots are open, with Keegan Grant the 
frontrunner to claim one. Hopes are high for 
redshirt freshman Al Netter, who could start at 
lefe tackle and protect Bachér’s blind sid 


The Wildcats are 8-1 in overtime games 
since the extra session was introduced in 
1996. Their wins total ties them with 
Missouri for the most among FBS teams. 


Sutton missed the better part of seven games 
last season with an ankle injury but produced 
when healthy. First-year coordinator Mick 
I comes in from Bowling Green, where 
an a similar shorgun spread system and 
to re-emphasize the run game. 


DEFENSE Coach Pat ald needed new 
defensive leadership and scored a mini-coup 
by hiring coordinator Mike Hankwitz, who 
brings aggressiveness and sophistication to a 
group that has been steamrolled for years. 
Tackle John Gill leads a 
four starters but must generate a better pass 
rush after recording only 18 sacks last season, 
ds Corey Wootton and Kevin Mims have 


ine that returns all 


shown flashes, and redshirt freshman Vince 
Browne could make an immediate impact, but 
the Wildcats need consistent production, 
Linebacker brings more questions, but 
Northwestern has historically had the answers. 
Senior Malcolm Arrington will slide over from 
side linebacker to the middle as the team 
ding tackler Adam Kadela. 
Prince Kwateng and Quentin Davie will 
jockey at strong-side linebacker, while Mike 
Dinard must win a starting spot on the weak 
side after fading in Big Ten play last season. 
The secondary boasts decent depth and 
young talent but needs potential playmakers 
like safety Brendan Smith and cornerback 
Sherrick McManis to step up. The back four 
combined for only four interceptions last year. 
One cornerback spot is up for grabs, with 
Justan Vaughn and David Oredugba 
competing with promising redshirt 
Jordan Mabin and Mike Bolden. 


reshmen_ 


SPECIALISTS After fading a bit down the 
stretch, senior Amado Villarteal hopes to 

in the form he showed early last season, 
when he converted his first seven field goal 
attempts. Stefan Demos will resume both 
punting and kickoff duties after offseason leg 
surgery. MeManis and Stephen Simmons form 
a dangerous kickoff return tandem, 


FINAL ANALYSIS Another break-even season 
won't cut it for the Wildcats, who have the 
ingredients for a step forward but need greater 
consistency. If Bacher limits mistakes, Sutton 
stays healthy and a line that replaces thr 
starters builds synergy, the offense should be in 
good shape. Seven returning starters and the 
arrival of a veteran coordinator in Hankwitz 
suggest good things are ahead for the defens 
but recent history says otherwise. A back- 
loaded schedule featuring seven home games 
gives the Wildcats a chance to start fast. If they 
avoid their annual non-conference stumble, a 
decent bowl game is certainly within reach. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30. Syracuse WS. 1 Northeastern W 27-0 | BaIRy Per Game Rank 
S. 6 at Duke WS. 8 Nevada W 36-31 | Scoring 25.8 ppg 2 
S. 13 Southern Ilinois  W | S. 15 Duke L 20-14 | Rushing 119.8 ypg 7 
$. 20. Ohio WS. 22 atOhioState 1 58-7 | Passing 307.9 ypg u 
S. 27 at Iowa L} S. 29 Michigan L 28-16 | Total 427.7 yp 32 
0.11 Michigan State  * | 0. 6 atMichigan State W (0) 4841 | EERE Per Game Rank 
0.18 Purdue * | 0. 13 Minnesota W (ot) 49-48 | Scoring 31.0 ppg 88 
0. 25 at Indiana * | 0. 19 atEastern Mich. W 26-14 | Rushing 167.1 ypg ™ 
N. 1 atMinnesota W | 0. 27 at Purdue L 35-17 | Passing 243.4 yg i) 
N. 8 Ohio State LIN. 3 Iowa L 28-17 | Total 410.5 ypg 7 
N. 15 at Michigan | N. 10 Indiana W 31-28 | (OEE Per Game Rank 
N. 22 Tlinois L | N. 17 at Illinois L 41-22 | -9 15 104 
Games in bold represent sng sames 
Wor nates a projected vn oo 


HEAD COACH: PAT Fi 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


ICCALL 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


ERALD RECORD AT SCHOOL: 10-14 (2 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MIKE H 


THE QUOTE 


“They can put up numbers on just about anybody, 
It's whether or not they can stop people.” 


— An opposing Big T 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR 10 Eric Peterman (St) 
WR 9 Ross Lane (Sr) 
WR 8 Rasheed Ward (St) 
WR 12 Andrew Brewer (Jr) 
LT 75 AINetter (Fr) 
LG 63 Keegan Grant (So.) 
© 52 doel Belding (Sr) 
RG 59 Alex Rucks (St) 
RT 78 Kurt Mattes (dn) 
0B 18 C.J. Bachér (Sr) 
RB_ 19 Tyrell Sutton (Sr) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 99 Corey Wootton (Jr) 
DT 79 Adam Hahn (Jt) 

DT 70 John Gill (Sr) 

DE 95 Kevin Mims (Sr) 

OLB. 36 Prince Kwateng (St) 
MLB 46 Malcolm Arrington (St) 
OLB 31 Mike Dinard (Sr) 

CB 24 Sherrick McManis (Jr) 
CB 28 Justan Vaughn (So.) 
FS 17 Brad Phillips (Jr) 

SS 4 Brendan Smith (Jt) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 96 Amado Villareal (St) 
P 1 Stefan Demos (S0.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Cl. Bachér, 521-318-3,656-19, 19 TDs 
Rushing: Tyrell Sutton, 108 ca, 522 yds, 47Ds 
ric Peterman, 66 rec., 774 yds., 31Ds 
Tackles: Sherrick McManis, 75, 51 solo 

Sacks: John Gil, 4 

Interceptions: Five players tied with 1 


7 deff Yarbrough (Sr) 
5 Sidney Stewart (So.) 
81 Kevin Frymire (Je) 
6 Charles Brown (Fr) 
60 Ramon Diaz (dr) 
62 Keegan Kennedy (Sr) 
64 Doug Bartels (Fr) 
76 Desmond Taylor (Se) 
66 Mike Boyle (S0,) 
13 Mike Kafka (dr) 
29 Omar Conteh (Sr) 


48 Rejaie Johnson (Sr) 
67 Marshall Thomas (Jr) 
90 Jack DiNardo (Fr) 
94 Vince Browne (Fr) 
41 Quentin Davie (S0,) 
57 Nate Wiliams (S0.) 
51 Bryce McNaul (Fr) 
21 Mike Bolden (Ft) 
26 vordan Mabin (Fr) 
32 David Arnold (Fr) 
38 Brian Peters (Fr) 


KR 24 Shertck MeManis (ie) 
PR 4 Brendan Smith (dr) 


(#Inictes numberof returning tres » BOLD indicates turing starters 
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OFFENSE The most important cog in Purdue's 
pass-heavy offense is back. Senior quarterback 
Curtis Painter ended last season by completing 
35 passes for 546 yards and three touchdowns 
in a victory in the Motor City Bowl. But he 
still has plenty to prove. He'll likely leave as the 
school’s all-time leader in every major passing 
category, but rarely is he mentioned when 
cussing Purdue’s great quarterbacks. That 
could be because he has struggled against the 
Big ‘Ten’s best, He's 0-7 with two touchdown 
passes and eight interceptions against Ohio 
State, Michigan, Wisconsin and Penn State. 
Many of his yards in the bow! game were 
tallied when the team used a hurry-up offense, 

style coaches plan to utilize more this season. 
nter will have to mostly on 
newcomers at receiver. Greg Orton, the only 
returning starter, is a talent — a 6'3", 200- 
pounder who excels at snagging balls over 
smaller defensive backs. But he has to get help 
from junior college transfers Arsenio Curry 
and Aaron Valentin. They seem to have the 
size and ability to produce. 


rely 


Joe Tiller is two victories shy 
of moving past Jack 
Mollenkopf to become 
Purdue's all-time winningest 
football coach, 


Though the Boilermakers aren’t noted for 
their running backs, they have a nice, 
experienced combination with Jaycen Taylor 
and Kory Sheets. Both have starting 
experience, though Taylor is the cop option 
because he's more reliable. Sheets is prone to 
fumbling, 


: ter anchors the offensive 
line (38 consecutive starts), but he’s the only 
player back with that kind of experience. 


DEFENSE The linc is the strength. Tiller says 
the tackle position “maybe has never been as 


good as it is,” with seniors Alex Magee, Ryan 


Baker and Jermaine Guynn and junior Mike 
Neal. At end, keep an eye on ultra-quick 
redshire freshmen Nickcaro Golding and 
Gerald Gooden. 

Last season, Anthony Heygood was a first- 
year linebacker and the least-experienced 
player to get time at the position. Now, he’s the 
der of an even younger group — and one 
that’s not very deep. True freshmen Chris 
Carlino and Dwayne Beckford could be forced 
nto action immediately. 

There could be more depth issues at 
cornerback. Royce Adams lost his starting job 

vid Pender, a more athletic 
player who uses his lengh and leaping ability 
to break up passes. But Adams likely will be 
in a starting role this 
talent and depth ar safery. Returning starter 
Brandon King packs a wallop in his 5'11”, 
195-pound frame. 


SPECIALISTS Junior kicker Chris Summers is 
coming off a stellar 
field goals, He ma little choice but to 
add punting to his list of responsibilities this 
‘on, unless a newcomer emerges or Tiller 
decides to utilize Brody McKnight’ ability to 


“rugby kick.” 
FINAL ANALYSIS The last two seasons, 


Purdue hasn't performed to its talent level. Its 
no secret. Making the next step could sit 
squarely on Painters shoulders. If he doesn't 
play like a senior, continually poised and 
making good decisions, the Boilermakers 
could see a repeat of the last several seasons — 
a quick start in non-conference followed by a 
quick fade when the Big Ten powers hit the 
schedule. This season, that’s right from the 
start. Purdue ope : play with Penn 
State and Ohio State. For all that Tiller has 
done for the program, he deserves to be sent 
out in style. It’s too bad that won't be in the 
form of his first 10-win season with the 
Boilermal 


conferen 


2008 SCHEDULE 
6 Northern Colorado 
. 13 Oregon 

. 20. Central Michigan 
. 27 at Notre Dame 

4 Penn State 

11 at Ohio State 

at Northwestern 
25. Minnesota 

1 Michigan 

8 at Michigan State 
115 at Iowa 

|. 22 Indiana 


1 atToledo 


22 at Minnesota 
29 Notre Dame 
6 Ohio State 
at Michigan 
20 Iowa 

27 Northwestern 
3 at Penn State 


soar eer ttre 


17 at Indiana 


pzzz°9°999""NNN 


Games in bold represent sing games 
Wor L indicates a projected win or loss 


2007 RESULTS (8-5, 3-5) 


8 Eastern Illinois 
15 Central Michigan 


10 Michigan State 


26 #Central Michigan W 
#Motor City Bowl 


2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
W 52-24 | Gay Per Game Rank 
W 52-6 | Scoring 3423 ppg 24 
W 45-22 | Rushing 128.8 ypg 89 
W. 45-31 | passing 307.2yp9 2 
W 33-19 | Total 435.9 yg 7 
tL B7 Defense Per Game Rank 
p sir Scoring 265 ppg 34 
Rushing 148.9 yp9 54 
W 35-17 | passing 240.2 ypa 75 
L 26-19 | Total 389.2 ypg 8 
L 48-31 
L 27-24 | EE Per Game Rank 
514g | +2 08 7 


CURTIS PAINTER 


THE QUOTE 
(Curtis) Pe 
He manages the 
typically 


d quarterback 
well. He doe 
play or put them 


yame rei 
ut them ina b 
in a bad situation.” 


OFFENSE (6) 

WR 21 Greg Orton (Sr) 

WR — 6 Desmond Tardy (St) 
WR 17 Aaron Valentin (Jc) 
LT 74 Sean Sester (St) 

LG 75 Zach Reckman (Jr) 
© 78 Cory Benton (St) 

RG 72 Justin Pierce (So.) 
RT 61 Zach Jones (dt) 

TE 85 Kyle Adams (dr) 

QB 12 Curtis Painter (Sx) 
RB 33 Jaycen Taylor (Sr) 


DEFENSE (6) 

DE 94 Ryan Kerrigan (So) 
DT 71 Alex Magee (Sr) 
DT 90 Ryan Baker (Sr) 
DE 95 Keyon Brown (Jr.) 
SLB 42 Anthony Heygood (Sx) 
‘MLB 27 Kevin Green (So.) 
WLB 29 Jason Werner (Sr) 
CB 10 Royce Adams (Jt) 
CB 35 David Pender (Jn) 
SS 20 Brandon Erwin (dr) 
FS 7 Brandon King (Jr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 13 Chris Summers (Jr) 
P 13 Chris Summers (dr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Curtis Painter, 569-356-3,846-11, 297Ds 
: Kory Sheets, 168 car, 859 yds, 11 TDs. 
Receiving: Greg Orton, 67 rec, 752 yds, 31Ds 
Tackles: Anthony Heygood, 80,47 solo 

Sacks: Keyon Brown, 3.5 


Interceptions: Torri Williams, 2 for 0 yds. 
(@?Inicates numberof retin starters «BOLD indicates ewig starters 


Arsenio Curry (So) 
8 Keith Smith (S0.) 
Jordan Brewer (Fr) 
51 Garret Miller (Sr) 
50 Eric Hedstrom (Jc) 
54 dared Zwiling (Jr) 
76 Rick Schmeig (Fr) 
73 Ken Plue (Ft) 
46 deff Lindsay (So) 
5 Justin Siller (Fr) 
24 Kory Sheets (St) 


97 Gerald Gooden (Fr) 
79 Jermaine Guynn (St) 
92 Mike Neal (Jr) 
49 ‘Nickcaro Golding (Fr) 
57 Tyler Haston (So) 
Chris Carino (Fr) 
Dwayne Beckford (Fr) 
4 Fabian Martin (Sr) 
15 Charlton Wiliams (S0.) 
2 Torri Wiliams (St) 
31. Josh McKinley (So.) 


KR 6 Desmond Tardy (Sr) 
PR 6 Desmond Tardy (St.) 
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ISE Arkansas fans got all tingly hearing 
of the hire of Bobby Petrino, as much for their 
perception of going all gunslinger on offense 
after nearly a decade of run-first mentality as for 
landing a coach with conference championships 
and a BCS bowl in his background. 

They had a partial misconception. Sure, 
Petrino teams chuck it around the yard, but 
they do it in nearly equal measure with a 
power running game, and it's far from a 
bombardier mentality. The Petrino approach 
revolves around identifying mismatches and 
exploiting them by knowing reads, checks and 
protections inside and out. 

Senior Casey Dick appears well on his way 
toward winning the starting job at quarterback 
once again. Though not blessed with 
overwhelming raw talent or technical skill, 
Dick is heady and tough and absorbed the new 
system at an admirable rate. 


Darren McFadden (1,830), 
Felix Jones (1,162) and 
Peyton Hillis (47) 
combined to rush for 
3,339 yards last year 
All three are gone. 


He'll trigger an offense with an above- 
average line, led by center Jonathan Luigs, a 
great collection of tight ends and untested skill- 
position talene all over. Michael Smith leads the 
fresh wave of running backs, while the lightly 
regarded receiving corps can expect a stiff 
challenge from a big batch of newcomers. 


The returning strength lies in the 
line, where Adrian Davis, Antwain Robinson, 
Malcolm Sheppard and Ernest Mitchell (out 
in the spring with knee surgery) already have 
SEC credentials, and where the depth is 
admirable. 

‘These Razorbacks under new coordinator 
Willy Robinson won't be as gambling and 
man-coverage-mad as the Reggie Herring 
defenses of recent vintage. They want to be an 
2007 


RESULTS 


2008 SCH 


A. 30 Western Illinois W]S. 1 Troy 

S. 6 #ULMonroe w |S. 15 at Alabama 

S. 13. atTexas L | S. 22 Kentucky 

S. 20 Alabama L | S, 29 North Texas 

0. 4 Florida L | 0. 6 Chattanooga 

0, 11 at Auburn L | 0. 13 Auburn 

0.18 at Kentucky * | 0. 20 at Ole Miss 

0. 25 Ole Miss * | 0.27 FU 

N. 1 Tulsa * |'N. 3 South Carolina 

N. 8 atSouth Carolina L_| y. 49 at Tennessee 

N. 22 at Mississippi State * | jy 17 yiss, State 

N. 28 #LSU L | y. 23 atisu 
#Little Rock, AR 1 #Missouri 


ames in bold represent swing games 
Wor L indicates projected win or lass 


‘#Cotton Bowl 
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aggressive gap-control unit that is fast to the 
ball, with strong zone-blitzing tendencies 
coupled with occasional man-to-man schemes. 

The linebacking corps was basically a 
skeleton crew through the spring, with Elston 
Forte leading youngsters like Jerry Franklin, 
Ryan Powers and Freddy Burton. Junior 
Freddie Fairchild was serving an indefinite 
suspension in the spring, while Wendel Davis 
rehabbed from knee surgery. 

There are plenty of players to pick from ina 
crowded but green defensive backfield. Jerell 
Norton will have to rebound from a spring 
hamstring injury to beat out cither Jamar Love 
or Isaac Madison in the quality cornerback 
competition, Dallas Washington, Matt Harris 
and Rashaad Johnson lead the safeties. 


Kicker Alex Tejada is the bright 
spot here after booting 17-of-23 field goals 
during his freshman year. If he adds a few 
yards to his range and a touch of accuracy he'll 
be a dangerous weapon. The punting game 
must be upgraded after the Razorbacks ranked 
among the nation's worst in net punting and 
returns. Jeremy Davis owned a 40-yard 
punting average but must increase his net. 
Kickoff returns are almost sure to take a dip 
with the departure of Felix Jones, though some 
of the talented freshman skill players could gee 
a chance there. 


Based on returning talent 
alone, the Razorbacks look like a second- 
division SEC team. However, their strengths 
— Ovline, D-line, a veteran quarterback, 
speed in the secondary — could mesh well if 
the receivers come around. If the run blocking 
goes as advertised, and the stable of backs can 
be semi-explosive and hang onto the ball, 
Arkansas should be able to ring up points. The 
Hogs will be thin at linebacker, however, and 
will have to overcome some defensive 
deficiencies. A .500 record seems like a 
reasonable debut for Petrino. 


NATIONAL RANKINGS 


W 46-26 Per Game Rank 
L 41-38 373 p09 B 
L 4229 2865 yog 4 
W 66-7 | Passing 163.5 ypg 2 
W 3415 | Total 450.0 yog v 
. OZ Defense Per Game Rank 
wo 48 Scoring 265 ppg 54 
We 5810 | Rushing 1602 yp9 “ 
t $36 | passing 205.4 ypa B 
wpa | 365.6 ypg % 
W Got) 50-48 TO Margin Per Game Rank 
tL 37 | +4 +031 74 


OFFENSE (6) 

WR 2 London Crawford (Jr) 
WR 81 Marques Wade (So.) 
(1 __73 Ray Dominguez (So.) 
LG 66 Mitch Petrus (Sr) 
© 63 Jonathan Luigs (Sx) 
RG 65 DeMarcus Love (S0.) 
RT 78 Jose Valdez (Sr) 

TE 82 Andrew Davie (Jr) 


‘1 Reggie Fish (Sr) 
88 Lucas Miller (Je) 
7 Gr 
74 Kareem Crowell (Ft) 
60 Seth Oxner (Fr) 
71 Wade Grayson (So.) 
62 Michael Aguirre (Jr) 
83 Lance Thompson (St.) 
86 Ben Cleveland (S0,) 
Alex Mortensen (Jt) 
6 Brandon Barnett (Jt) 


QB 11 Casey Dick (Sr) 
RB 21 Michael Smith (Jt) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 53 Adrian Davis (Jn) 

NG 90 Ernest Mitchell (St) 
DT _ 96 Malcolm Sheppard (Jt) 
DE _97 Antwain Robinson (Sr) 
WLB 41 Ryan Powers (So) 
MLB 47 Wendel Davis (Jt) 
‘SLB 38 Elston Forte (Sr) 

CB 27 Jerell Norton (Jt) 

CB 29 Jamar Love (St) 

SS _ 20 Dallas Washington (Sc) 
FS 39 Matt Harris (Jc) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 18 AlexTejada ($0) 
P 50 Jeremy Davis (St) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Casey Dick, 262-150-1,695-10, 181Ds 
Michael Smith, 46 car., 303 yds., 3TDs 
Receiving: Andrew Davie, 11 rec., 97 yds.,3 TDs 
‘Tackles: Freddie Fairchild, 79, 43 solo 
‘Sacks: Freddie Fairchild, 4.0 
Interceptions: Jerell Norton, 5 for 174 yds. 

(2 nticates number of retuing starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 


54 dake Beguette (Fr) 

98 Cord Gray (Sr) 

93 Marcus Shavers (Sr) 
58 Damario Ambrose (So) 
46 Freddy Burton (S0.) 

34 Jerry Franklin (Fr) 

44 Freddie Fairchild (Jr) 
24 Tsaac Madison (So.) 
28 Greg Getson(S0) 
36 Walner Leandre (St) 
35 Rashad Johnson (Jr) 


‘KR 21 Michael Smith (Jr) 
PR 27 derll Norton (dr) 
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OFFENSE Georgia Tech lost most of its 
offensive starters, so why are fans relatively 
confident? They seem to believe that the 
unique design of new coach Paul Johnson’s 
“flexbone spread” attack can make up for what 
others perceive to be a shortage of manpower. 
Plus, the Yellow Jackets appear to have nice 
building blocks in run-strong quarterback Josh 
Nesbitt and “A back” Jonathan Dwyer, not to 
mention fine candidates for the “B back” spots. 
Junior Jamaal Evans and redshire freshman 
Roddy Jones look like good fits there, and 
pethaps incoming freshmen scatback types 
Marcus Wright and Embry Peeples can help, 
woo. 

Sure, the line has only one full-time starter 
back, but left tackle Andrew Gardner is a very 
good one —a potential All-American. Besides, 
junior Dan Voss has considerable experience at 
guard, and Cord Howard and A.J. Smith have 
started at right tackle, Howard has also played 
some guard. 

Never mind questions at receiver, where 
tight end Colin Peek transferred to Alabama 
and senior James Johnson left the team. If the 
running attack works the way Johnson's 
ground games just about always seem to, the 
passing game will be gravy. 

Now, if only everybody can figure out what 
they're supposed to do and keep the ball off the 
ground. 


Georgia Tech has lost seven straight 
games to in-state rival Georgia, including a 
31-17 decision last year in Atlanta, 


DEFENSE The Yellow Jackets should be strong, 
up front, where AI-ACC tackle Vance Walker 
and fellow interior man Darryl Richard will 
drop anchor. There's talent, roo, on the 
outside: End Michael Johnson is a physical 
freak, and the coaches hope that sophomore 
Derrick Morgan will continue his growth. 
Tech does not lack depth in the line, either. 
Everything else? Well, that’s a good 


shows signs of being a stud, and senior 
cornerback Jahi Word-Daniels is a two-yea 
starter. There is much to work out elsewhere in 
the secondary, where players look forward to 
more man-to-man coverages under new 
coordinator Dave Wommack than under 
former coordinator Jon Tenuta, lover of the 
never-ending blitz. 

Junior Shane Bowen returns at one outside 
linebacker spot, although he missed spring 


practice after shoulder surgery, and 
sophomore Anthony Barnes — who has a 
wealth of athletic talent — split time with 


Bowen last season. After that duo, who 
knows, but it won't be anybody with 
experience of any note. 


SPECIALISTS Sophomore Scott Blair is 
almost certain to be the kicker, and if it shakes 
out that he's the best punter, too, well, so be it, 
even if that is not the coaches’ preference. 
Replacing all-everything punter Durant 
Brooks (who averaged 45.1 yards per punt), 
and kicker Travis Bell (who made 23-of-28 
field goals) will be no picnic, 


FINAL ANALYSIS Johnson says he’s willing to 
throw more (his Navy team last season 
attempted only 10 passes per game) if that’s 
what it takes to win. Even with some 
defections, the Jackets would appear to have 
the talent to be a more effective passing team 
than last season, when the air attack was so 
skittish. 

Ie’s a good bet that Tech will need to score a 
lot, much as Johnson's Navy teams so often 
did, because the defense is so inexperienced 
past the line, Special teams don't figure to 
factor in Tech's favor as often as last year. 

Fortunately, Jacksonville State and Gardner- 
Webb are on the schedule, because games at 
Boston College, Virginia Tech, Clemson and 
Georgia, plus a return to the schedule of 
Florida State, will offer quite a run of tests. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (7-6, 4-4) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 28 Jacksonville State WS. 1 atNotreDame W 33-3 | aR Per Gate aa 
S. 6 atBoston College L |S. 8 Samford W. 69-14 | ‘scoring 26.2 00g 8 
S. 13 at Virginia Tech L | S. 15 Boston College L_ 24-10 | Rushing 199.3 ypg 24 
S. 20 Mississippi State  * | S. 22 at Virginia L 28-23 | Passing 185.6 ypg 98 
0. 4 Duke w |] S. 29. Clemson W133 | total 3849 ypg 0 
0. 11 Gardner-Webb — w] 0- 6 at Maryland SAG [ Defense PerGame Rank 
0. 18 at Clemson i | & 1B at Miami Wo 14 Y scoring 20.9 ppg a 
0. 25 Virginia + | 0 20 Army W 3410 | pushing 1145 ypa 2» 
N. 1 Florida State Fe er aeae a ppm | Mee 2159 ypg al 
N. B atNorthCaroling | N20 atDuke = WAL) ota 3304ypq 0 
Nahi \) N17 North Carolina = W 27-25 : : 
. N. 24 Georgia . 37 | Dn Per Game Rank 
Nega cea “lp. 31 Fresno State L40-28 | “4 sal a 
Fas renter gos 
Wort inate pred wn rss +#Humeanitarian Bowl 
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OFFENSE (5) 
WR _ 8 Demaryius Thomas (So.) 
WR _ 5 Greg Smith (Jr), 
{64 Andrew Gardner (St) 
77 Dan Voss (de) 
72 Jason Hil (dc) 
71 Cord Howard (Jr) 
55 David Brown (Sr) 
9 dosh Nesbitt (S0,) 
20 Roddy Jones (Fr) 
22 Jamaal Evans (J) 
21 Jonathan Dwyer (So.) 


DEFENSE (4) 
DE 93 Michael Johnson (St) 
DT 99 Vance Walker (Sr) 
95 Darryl Richard (Sr.) 
91. Derrick Morgan (S0.) 
57 Shane Bowen (Jr) 
51 Brad Jefferson (S0.) 
12 Anthony Barnes (S0.) 
32 Jahi Word-Daniels (Sr) 
37 Jerrard Tarrant (Fr) 
1 Morgan Burnett (S0,) 
26 Dominique Reese (S0,) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 14 Scott Blair (60) 
P 82 Kevin Crosby (S0.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Calvin Booker, 21-11-167-1, 11D 
Rushing: Jonathan Dwyer, 82 car, 436 yds., 9TDs 
Receiving: Greg Smith, 37 rec., 588 yds., 27Ds 
Tackles: Morgan Burnett, 57, 37 solo 
Sacks: Vance Walker, 8.5 
Interceptions: Morgan Burnett, 3 for 0 yds. 
(2) Indicates numberof turing starters» BOLD indicates returing starters 


15 Correy Earls (S0.) 
27. Jonathan Malone (Jr) 
78 Clyde Vandel (Fr) 
72 Jason il (Je) 
77 Dan Voss (Jr) 
70 soseph Gilbert (Fr) 
53 Au. Smith (Sr) 
18 Calvin Booker (Sr) 

5 Greg Smith (dr) 

3 Marcus Wright (Fr) 
38 Quincy Kelly (S0,) 


92 Jason Peters (Fr) 
94 Eris Anyaibe (Sr) 
98 Ben Anderson (S0.) 
97 Robert Hall (So) 
7 Tony Clark (St) 
59 Kyle Jackson (Fr) 
54 Sedric Griffin ir) 
10 Martin Frierson (Jr) 
2 Mario Butler (So) 
6 Willie White (Fr) 
47 Jake Blackwood (it) 


KR 22 Jamaal Evans (Jr) 
PR 43 Tyler Evans (Jt) 
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For the fifth straight season since 
Philip Rivers graduated, North Carolina State 
goes into a season with questions at the 
quarterback position. The Wolfpack signed a 
top prospect as their quarterback of the future 
in Mike Glennon, but it’s doubeful he'll be 
ready to go at the beginning of the season. The 
job might go to redshirt freshman Russell 
Wilson if Wolfpack coach Tom O'Brien is 
looking for a playmaker. If O'Brien's looking 
for a steadier but less dynamic option, last 

starter Daniel Evans will probably take 
the reins again. 

Whoever takes the snaps for State will need 
more time than the offensive line provided last 
season, O’Brien is known as an offensive line 
guru, and he'll have to work with this unit, 
which is short on depth. Center, in particular, 
is a vexing problem, so much so that Ted 
Larsen, a defensive tackle just last season, may 
be NC State's starting center in 2008. 


North Carolina State must 
replace three linebackers who 
combined to start 32 games last 
season. 


If the line can do a passable job, then the 
Wolfpack have the skill players to make things 
happen on offense. State goes three deep at 
running back, with any of the trio capable of 
being a feature back. The receiving corps has 
size and athleticism and gets a boost with the 
return of all-conference tight end Anthony 
Hill from knee surgery. Hill missed the entire 
2007 season. 


The Wolfpack will be praying for 
good health this season, because beyond the 
starting 11, there is nothing but inexperience 
on defense. 

The biggest playmaker is Willie Young, a 
pass-rushing specialist who reminds some of 
former Pack standout Manny Lawson. The 
steady man in the middle of the line is junior 


Wh fa 


i 
NO 
tackle Alan-Michael Cash, Markus Kuhn is a 
potential breakout player at the other 
defensive end. 

Behind the front four, things get interesting. 
For the second straight season, the Wolfpack 
have to replace all three starting linebackers. In 
the secondary, there are experienced players to 
fill the four starting positions, but it is so thin 
in spots that former walk-on wideout Koyal 
George is a backup at one corner. Don't be 


surprised if several true freshmen — most 
likely linebacker Dwayne Maddox or 
cornerback Tobais Palmer — see significant 


action this season. 

The Wolfpack would be helped out 
immensely if free safety Javon Walker, who was 
coming on strong before a knee injury 
sidelined him late last season, returns at full 
speed this fal. 


There is no Steven Hauschka 
— the graduate student from Middlebury 
College who kicked for State last season — 
this year, so its time for sophomore Josh 
Caajkowski to become the kicker the Wolfpack 
anticipated he would be when they signed him 
back in 2006. The punting duties will fall 
again to Bradley Pierson, but the return job is 
very much in the ait. Running back Andre 
Brown is an intriguing possibility with kick 
returns. 


O’Brien has things headed 
in the right direction at NC State, but the 
talent pool on the roster is probably too 
shallow right now for the Wolfpack to take a 
step forward from last season's 5-7 mark. 
Having non-conference games against South 
Carolina and South Florida to go with league 
games against Clemson, Florida State, Boston 
College, Wake Forest and Miami doesn’t help 
matters either. 

Expect O’Brien to keep the Wolfpack 
competitive, but don't expect miracles. And if 
the injury bug bites, watch out. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (5-7, 3-5) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 28 atSouth Caroling = L |S. 1 UCF L 25-23 | EE Per Game Rank 
S. 6 William &Mary WS. 8 atBoston College L 37-17 | Scoring 20.8 ppg 99 
S. 13 at Clemson L |S. 15 Wofford W 38-17 | Rushing 893 ypg 10 
S. 20 East Carolina * |S, 22 Clemson L 42-20 | Passing 245.7 ypg 44 
S. 27 South Florida L_| S. 29 Louisville L 29-10 | Total 334.9 ypg 98 
0. 4 Boston College  * | 0. 6 atFloridaState L 27-10 | DRE Per Game Rank 
0, 16 Florida State L | 0, 20 atEast Carolina W 34-20 | Scoring 283 ppg 6 
0. 25 at Maryland L | 0. 27 Virginia W 29-24 | Rushing 186.4 ypg 91 
N. 8 at Duke w|N. 3 atMiami W (ot) 19-16 | Passing 2075 ypg 28 
N. 15 Wake Forest L-| N10 North Carolina W 31-27 | Total 393.9 ypg 66 
N. 22 atNorth Carolina © L_| N, 17 atWake Forest Ll 38-18 | (OTE Per Game Rank 
N. 29° Miami L | N. 24 Maryland L 3-0 | 6 133 16 


Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor Lindicates a projected win or loss 
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‘OFFENSE (5) 

WR 80 Donald Bowens (Jr) 
WR 5 Jarvis Williams (S0.) 
LT 73 Julian Wiliams (dr) 
LG 70 Jake Vermiglio (So.) 
C60 Meares Green (Sr) 
RG 76 Curtis Crouch (Sr) 
RT 50 Jeraill McCuller (Jt) 
TE 83 Anthony Hill (Sr) 

QB 16 Russell Wilson (Fr) 
FB 39 Derrick White (Jt) 
RB 29 Jamelle Eugene (Jr) 


DEFENSE (4) 

DE 62 Markus Kuhn (S0.) 
DT _ 96 Antoine Holmes (Sr) 
DT 49 Alan-Michael Cash (dr) 
DE _97 Willie Young (dr) 
OLB 34 Robbie Leonard (Sr) 
MLB 44 Ray Michel (Jr) 

OLB 56 Nate Irving (So.) 

CB 30 Jeremy Gray (Sr) 

CB 21 DeAndre Morgan (So.) 
SS_14 JC. Neal (St) 

FS 4 Javon Walker (S0.) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 36 Josh Czajkowski (S0.) 
P 26 Bradley Pierson (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Daniel Evans, 339-194-2,030-13, 12 TDs 
Rushing: Jamelle Eugene, 172 car, 667 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Jamelle Eugene, 42 rec., 263 yds., 1D 
Tackles: Alan-Michael Cash, 48, 21 solo; Jeremy Gray, 46, 33 solo 
‘Sacks: Willie Young, 5.5, 
Interceptions: Jeremy Gray, 3 for 36 yds. 
(Indicates numberof returning starters » BOLD indicates retuing starters 


1B Owen Spencer ($0, 
15 Darrell Davis (So) 

70 Jake Vermiglo (So) 
93. John Bedics (Sr) 

91. Ted Larsen (dr) 

60 Meares Green (St) 

55 Desmond Roberts (Fr) 
84 George Bryan (Fr) 

7 Daniel Evans (Sr.) 

20 Corey Darrington (S0.) 
24 Andre Brown (Sr) 


11 Audi Augustin (So) 
94 Keith Wilis J. (Sr) 
92 Kyle Linney (Fr) 

99 Jeff Rieskamp (Fr) 
42 Audie Cole (Fr) 

41 Dwayne Maddox (Fr.) 
43 Thomas Barnes ($0, 
38 Koyal George (Jt) 
20 Dominique Elis (Fr) 
45 John Ware (50) 

28 Justin Byers (Fr) 


KR 24 Andre Brown (St) 
PR 21 DeAndre Morgan (So) 
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OFFENSE The biggest question is at 
quarterback, where the race between Curtis 
Pulley and Mike Hartline could linger well 
into fall camp. If Pulley gets the nod, Andre’ 
Woodson’s heir will be best on the ground. 
Pulley is a run-and-throw threat who beat out 
Woodson in the spring of 2006, only to lose 
the job before the start of the "06 season, 

And he won't be the only one running. 
Kentucky is stacked at tailback, and the 
Wildcats likely will transition to a run-oriented 
attack this season. The key to that offense could 
be sophomore Detrick Locke. Recruited to run 
track, the tailback shifted to a football 
scholarship just before the season and was a 
revelation, rushing for 521 yards on 94 carries 
with five touchdowns, He'll compete for carries 
with senior Tony Dixon, junior Alfonso Smith 
and sophomore Moncell Allen. 

‘The featured receiver likely will be senior 
Dicky Lyons Jr., who caught 56 passes for 655 
yards and seven touchdowns last season. But 
Lyons thrived the past two seasons in the 
shadow of Keenan Burton and Steve Johnson, 
nd coaches questioned his leadership in the 


spring. 


‘The Wildcats will rely on two inexperienced 
(sophomore Kyrus Lanxter, redshirt 
freshman Anthony Mosley), a converted 
cornerback (E.J. Adams) and perhaps 
incoming freshmen to step in at wideout. 

Brooks called last season’s offensive line the 
best he’s had at Kentucky, and he expects this 
's unit — with three returning starters — 
to follow suit, The Cats allowed an SEC-worst 
38 sacks last season, but with a more mobile 
quarterback — and a run-oriented offense — 
that number should take a dip. 


Departed seniors Keenan Burton 
and Steve Johnson accounted for 
71 percent of the receiving yards 
by Kentucky wide receivers last 
season. 


returt 


DEFENSE The defense looks strong in the 
front seven. Kentucky’s best pass-rusher is 
defensive end Jeremy Jarmon, who led the 
team with nine sacks last season. He's a lock to 
start at one end, with converted tackle Ventrell 
Jenkins likely to claim the other. Corey Peters 
and Myron Pryor have showed promise, but 
not consistency, at tackle, 

Last season, Braxton Kelley and Micah 
Johnson split time at middle linebacker, 
combining for 121 tackles. This season, Kelley 
will move outside to Wesley Woodyard’s old 
weak-side spot, leaving the middle open for 
Johnson in what should be Brooks’ biggest, 
most physical linebacker corps at Kentucky. 

In a defensive backfield thar’s deeper than 
it’s been in years, Trevard Lindley has emerged 
as Kentucky's top shut-down cornet. Opposite 
Lindley, coaches like Paul Warford’s ability. 
He'll be pushed by backup David Jones. 


SPECIALISTS Ryan ‘Tydlacka arrived last 
season with a big reputation, but he didn’t beat 
out either Lones Seiber at kicker or Tim 
Masthay at punter, Seiber and Masthay, both 
talented but inconsistent, will enter the fall 
atop the depth chart. The Wildcats will look to 
Lyons, Dixon, Locke, Smith and Jones as 
return options. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Kentucky defense is 
good enough on paper co keep things close, 
and. offensively, the Wildcats have the 
potential to feature an explosive rushing 
attack, But the quarterb untested and 
wide receiver is a serious question mark, And if 
the Cats can't throw in offensive coordinator 
Joker Phillips’ pass-happy offense, points will 
be at a premium. 

Unlike last season, Kentucky probably won't 
be good enough to knock off the national 
champion. But if a go-to wide receiver emerges 
and one of the two quarterbacks settles into a 
groove by midseason, the Wildcats are a threat 
to reach a third straight bowl game. 


2 201 SUL (8-5, 5) 

A. 31. at Louisville * | 5, 1 Eastern Kentucky W 50-10 | (aR Par GHine RANK 
S. 6 Norfolk state W]S. 8 KentState — W 56-20 | Scoring 365 909 15 
S. 13 MiddleTennessee  W | S. 15 Louisville W 40-34 | Rushing 155.5 ypg 55 
S. 27 Western Kentucky  W | S. 22 at Arkansas W 42-29 | Passing 287.9 ypg 19 
ta ab Ane | |S. 29 Florida Atantic W 45-17 | Total 443.4 ypg m 
0.11 South Carolina + | 0. 4 atSouth Carolina L 38-23 | rpm —— 
OPE hanes «| 023 LSU W (0) 8-37 | Soe oe aRG a 
0. 25. at Florida | O 20 Florida L437 | pushing 191.1 ypg 4 
N. 1 atMississippi State | | 0 27 MississipiState L 31-14.) passing 206. ypg m 
rier [| N20 atVanderbit = W 27-20 | 7 Bet “4 
N15. Vanderbit AMER D 0 oi ercane Rone 
Neue L [N24 Temessee 52-80 | a i 
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OFFENSE (4) 

81. Kyrus Lanter (So) 
12 Dicky Lyons (Sr) 
79 Garry Williams (St) 
72 Zipp Duncan (Jr) 
C 61 Jorge Gonzalez (Jr) 
73 ves Beets (St) 

76 dustin Jeffries (Jr) 
80 TC, Drake (ir) 

15 Curtis Paley (Uc) 
FB 38 John Conner (Jt) 
RB 41 Derrick Locke (So) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 99 Jeremy Jarmon (dr) 
DT 91 Corey Peters (dh) 
DT 98 Myron Pryor (St) 
DE 95 Ventrell Jenkins (Sr) 
SLB_51 Johnny Williams (Sr) 
MLB 4 Micah Johnson (Jr) 
WLB 56 Braxton Kelley (Sr) 
CB 32 Trevard Lindley (Jt) 
CB 7 David dones (Sr) 
$S 27 Ashton Cobb (Jt) 
FS 2 Marcus McClinton (Sr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 36 Lones Seiber (ir) 
P44 TimMasthay (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


0B 


rick Locke, 94 car, 521 
Receiving: Dicky Lyons, Jr, $6 rec., 
Tackles: Trevard Lindley, 66, 50 solo. 
Sacks: Jeremy Jarmon, 9 
Interceptions: Trevard Lindley, 3 for 
(4 Inscates numberof returning tres « 


Passing: Mike Hartline, 6-4-34-1, OTDs 


suffered, and they're 
going to go back to 
Tm here to 
ick there,” 

Rich Brooks 


8 DeMoreo Ford (ut) 
14 Anthony Mosley (Fr) 
71 Jaines Alexander (Jr) 
78 Christian Johnson (Sr) 
63 dake Lanefski (Fr) 

70 Stuart Hines (Fr) 
75 Brad Durham (So,) 
86 Ross Bogue (Ur) 

5 Mike Hartline (S0.) 
43. Stephen Ball (S0.) 
28 Tony Dixon (Sr) 


92 Josh Minton (S0,) 
53 Ricky Lumpkin So.) 
60 Shane McCord (So,) 
93 Austin Moss (Jt) 
50 Sam Manwell (Jt) 
43, Mikhail Mabry (it) 
21 Michael Schwindel (Jt) 
36 Robbie MAtee (Sr) 
34 Paul Warford (Jr) 
UL Greg Wilson (Fr) 
33 Calvin Harrison (Jt) 


KR 12Dichy lyons (St) 


PR 12Dichy Lyons (St) 


yds., 51Ds 
655 yds., 7 TDs 


33 yds. 
BOLD nists returing starters 
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GREENVILLE, N.C DOWDY-FICKLEN STADIUM (43,000) 


OFFENSE East Carolina has a strong offensive 
line, the team’s top receiver, a talented tight 
end and two quarterbacks returning to 
headline a unit that averaged 31 points per 
game last season. 

Coach Skip Holtz hopes that the veteran 
offensive line can power the running game 
without Chris Johnson, the national leader in 
all-purpose yardage in 2007, and protect cither 
Patrick Pinkney or Rob Kass at quarterback, or 
likely, both. They alternated effectively last 
year, each throwing for over 1,100 yards, and 
that looks like the plan this year, too, with 
receiver Dwayne Harris mixed in on some 
options plays to boot. Junior wideoue Jamar 
Bryant caught 48 passes for 704 yards and six 
scores last year, and tight end Davon Drew is 
likely to be playing on Sundays following this 
season. 

Sophomore Jonathan Williams, a C-USA 
all-freshman performer, looks like the heir 
apparent to Johnson at tailback, and 
sophomore Kevin Gidrey is a bruising fullback 
when the Pirates aren't spreading the field in 
their multiple wideout sets. Some new faces, 
along with Harris, need to emerge in that 
passing game, 

Returnees Stanley Bryant and Doug Palmer 
head a deep and strong offensive line. 


The Pirates were an offensive 


Juggernaut in 2007, setting new 
school records for most points 
(403) and touchdowns (52), 
‘among some 39 individual or 


team marks broken or tied. 


DEFENSE With nine starters back, there's a lor 
of optimism about what this unit can achieve 
this season, too. They had their moments last 
year, ranking in the top 25 in the nation with 
31 turnovers gained, but the pass defense was 
often suspect. 

With all four starters back up front, 
including ends Zack Slate and C.J. Wilson 
(along with key reserve Marcus Hands), the 


30 #Virginia Tech 
6 West Virginia 
13 atTulane 

20 at NC State 
27 Houston 

11 at Virginia 
Memphis 

2 at UCF 

8 Marshall 

15 at Southern Miss 
22 at UAB 

28 UTEP 
‘#Charlotte, NC 


Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor L indicates a projected win or loss 
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15 Southern Miss 
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at UTEP 

20 NC State 

27 UAB 

3 at Memphis 
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24 Tulane 

2B #Boise State 
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pass rush should be improved. The Pirates 
could have a deep roration in that front four 
to keep fresh legs on the field, including 
tackles Jay Ross, Linval Joseph and Khalif 
Mitchell. 

Outside linebacker Quentin Cotton is a 
team leader and all-conference performer, and 
Pierre Bell is a proven commodity on the 
other side as well. 

The Pirate secondary ranked 114th 
nationally in pass defense in 2007, allowing 
289 yards per game, but there is some talent 
and experience here. Safety Van Eskridge led 
the team with 8.0 tackles per game in earning 
second team C-USA honors. 


SPECIALISTS Junior kicker Ben Hartman has 
hita school-record 59 consecutive extra points, 
and he’s a proven commodity in the clutch 
after hitting late game-winning field goals 
against North Carolina and Boise State. Junior 
punter Matt Dodge averaged 41.3 yards per 
boot and put 24 kicks inside the 20-yard line. 


FINAL ANALYSIS If a rugged chedule 
— Virginia Tech and West Virginia to open 
— doesn't leave the Pirates roo banged-up, 
they'll contend for the Conference USA 
crown. 

Holtz has steered the Pirates to back-to- 
back bowls and winning seasons and along the 
way has set a firm foundation, but late-season 
conference upsets have kept them from the C- 
USA title game the last two seasons. This 
season, Harris and Williams need to provide 
some more big plays, but that seems almost a 
given in this high-octane offense, no matter 
which quarterback is under center. The 
defense has to do a better job against the pass, 
bur there are enough veterans returning and 
sufficient depth to make this a much- 
improved unit. Special teams look solid. 

Overall, ECU seems like a program on the 
rise. Now the goal is to reach the C-USA title 
game for the first time. 
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prefe ne quarterback but 
pretty good situation. A lot of whet 


keep the two-quarterback 


depend on the quarterba 


ECU coach Skip Holtz 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR = 10 Jamar Bryant (Jr) 
WR 17 Dwayne Haris (So) 
78 Stanley Bryant (St) 
73 Td. Harper (dt) 
57 Fred Hick (Sr) 
70 Doug Palmer (Jr.) 
66 Dud. Scott (So.) 
3 Davon Drew (Sr) 
15 Patrick Pinkney (Sr) 
45 Kevin Gidrey (So.) 
2 Jonathan Williams (So.) 


DEFENSE (9) 

DE 41 Zack Slate (Sr) 

DT 90 Jay Ross (Jr) 

DT 97 Linval Joseph (So.) 
DE 95 CJ, Wilson (dt) 
OLB 50 Quentin Cotton (St) 
1LB 49 Jeremy Chambliss (dr) 
OLB 34 Pierre Bell (Sr) 

CB 1 Leon Best (Sr) 

CB 35 derek Hewett (Sr) 
SS 4 Van Eskridge (Jn) 
FS 20 Ju. Milbrook (Sr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 30 Ben Hartman (Jr) 
P 14 Matt Dodge (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Patrick Pinkney, 200-121-1,358-4, 11 Ds 
Rushing: Patrick Pinkney, 79 car, 306 yds., 11D 
Receiving: Jamar Bryant, 48 rec., 704 yds., 6 TDs 
Tackles: Van Eskridge, 104, 55 solo 
Sacks: C.. Wilson, 7 
Interceptions: J. Milbrook, 3 for 37 yds. 
(© Indicates rumber of retrsng starters» BOLD indicates retuing starters 


8 Reyn Wils (Jr) 

80 Alex Taylor (dr) 

74 Terence Campbell (Jr) 
60 Andrew Farr (So, 

72 Stephen Heis (Jr) 

75 Cory Dowless (So,) 

664 Travis Melvin (S0.) 

87 JR. Kraemer (St) 

14 Rob Kass (Jr) 

43 Jason Simmons (Sr) 
24 Dominique Lindsay (Sr) 


92 Marcus Hands (St) 
99 Antonio Alison (Fr) 
98. Khalif Mitchell (St) 
94 Willie Smith (S0.) 

40. Cliff Perryman (Fr) 
44 Nick Johnson (it) 
31 Lorenzo Osborne (Jt) 
38 Emanuel Davis (Fr) 
13 Travis Simmons (So.) 
23 Dekota Marshall (S0.) 
19 Chris Mattocks (Jt) 


KR 2 Jonathan Wiliams (Sa) 
PR 17 Dwayne Harris (S0.) 


OFFENSE ‘here is nowhere to go but up for 
an offense that ranked 119th in total offense, 
116th in scoring offense, 115th in rushing 
offense and 110th in passing offense last year. 

Fortunately, the Irish have one of the 
nation’s most dynamic prospects running the 
show in quarterback Jimmy Clausen. Clausen, 
who underwent right elbow surgery last spring 
to remove bone spurs, is about 20 pounds 
heavier, battle-tested after nine starting 
assignments, and the hands-down leader of the 
attack after competing for the starting spot 
with several others for most of 07. 

Clausen will need all the help he can get 
from an offensive line that allowed the most 
sacks and tackles for lost yardage in the 
country last season. 

A capable trio of halfbacks — James 
Aldridge, Armando Allen and Robert Hughes 
— should be improved, along with an 
offensive line that has plenty of young talent, 
led by 6'8", 330-pound junior right tackle 
Sam Young. 


The Notre Dame rushing attack 
averaged 2.1 yards per carry 

in 2007 — the worst mark in 

Trish history, LJ 


‘The receiving corps is not made up of game- 
breakers. But 6'5" sophomore Duval Kamara 
has chance to be special,” according to 
coach Charlie Weis, as do incoming freshmen 
Michael Floyd and Deion Walker. 


DEFENSE Former Georgia Tech defensive 
coordinator Jon Tenuta arrived this spring 
with a wealth of knowledge and a get-after-it 
temperament while joining forces with 
second-year coordinator Corwin Brown. His 
attacking philosophy will help compensate for 
fensive line short on depth and without 
s, who led all defensive linemen 


Sophomore Ian Williams was incredibly 
productive in a backup role at nose tackle. Pat 
Kuntz, who knocked down nine passes at the 
line of scrimmage in 07, was an academic 
casualty in the spring, but should be back in 
the lineup, likely at end. 

Veteran linebacker Maurice Crum J 
mainstay in the middle, but great things are 
expected of sophomore outside linebackers 
Brian Smith and Kerry Neal. 

Notre Dame’s best and deepest unit appears 
to be the secondary, where free safety David 
are the 
arthy suddenly has 
as a capable replacement for Tom 
Cornerback Terrail Lambert looks 
for a bounce-back season; otherwise, junior 
Raeshon McNeil or sophomore Gary Gray will 
unseat him as the starter. 


, is the 


standouts. Senior Kyle Mc 
erged 


SPECIALISTS Like the rest of the squad, this 
area was severely lacking in ’07. The punting 
chores should be solid with junior Eric Maust 
taking over for Geo! Kicker remains a 
concern after Brandon Walker, now 
sophomore, converted only 6-of-12 field g 
attempts during his rookie campaign. None of 
Notre Dame's 58 kickoff returns in’07 was for 
longer than 40 yards. 


FINAL ANALYSIS If you were to look at last 
year's statistics as an indicator as to how the 
Irish will perform in ’08, there wouldn't be 
much optimism. Notre Dame was one of the 
worst teams in the country in ’07, and there 
were more than enough numbers to prove it. 
‘The Irish are banking on the rapid maturity 
of Clausen, a young but talented corps of 
running backs, offensive 
linemen, and an improved defensive unit 
under Brown and the ulera ive Te 
With a schedule that repla 
Penn Stare, UCLA and Air Force with San 
Diego State, North Carolina, Washington and 


receivers and 


Syracuse, the Irish expect to land a bowl bid. 
en 
S. 6 San Diego State  W]S, 1 GeorgiaTech L 33-3 | Ry PerGame Rank 
S. 13 Michigan L]s. 8 atPennstate L 31-10 | Scoring 164 ppg 116 
s 2 5 metea State * Js, 15 atMichigan L380 | Rushing 753 ypa 15 
eiatecated w | 5: 22 Michigan tate L 31-24 | Passing 167.0 pg no 
. 4 Stanfor $29. at Pur Lageig | Total 2423 ypg 19 
0. 11 atNorth Carolina | 5: 27 at Purdue 
0.25. at Washington + |0. 6 atUCLA w 20-6 | Cees Per Game Rank 
N. 1 Pittsburgh L | 0. 13 Boston College L 27-14 | Scoring 288 ppg fa 
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HEAD COACH: CHARLIE WEIS 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MICHAEL HAYW 
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RECORD AT SCHOOL: 2 


5 (3 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 22-15 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: CORY 


THE QUOTE 
“Three-and-nine doesn’t even sound right, 
especially in the same sentence as Notre Dame.” 


Senior fullback Asi 


OFFENSE (8) 
WR 18 Duval Kamara (So) 
WR 11 David Grimes (Sr) 
72 Paul Duncan (St) 
77 Mike Turkovich (Sr) 
51 Dan Wenger (Jr) 
59 Chris Stewart (Jt) 
74 Sam Young (Jt) 
83 Mike Ragone (S0.) 
7 simmy Clausen (S0,) 
44 Asaph Schwapp (Sr) 
34 James Aldridge (dr) 


DEFENSE (5) 
DE 96 Pat Kuntz (Sr) 
NT 95 Ian Wiliams (So) 
DE 94 Justin Brown (St) 
58 Brian Smith (So) 
40 Maurice Crum Jr, (Sr) 
49 Toryan Smith (Jr) 
56 Kerry Neal (So.) 
CB 2 Darrin Walls (Jr) 
CB 20 Terrail Lambert (Sr) 
SS 28 Kyle McCarthy (St) 
FS 27 David Bruton (Sr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 
Pp 


14 Brandon Walker (So) 
43 Eric Maust (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


19 George West (Jr) 
82 Robby Parts (Jr) 
70 Matt Romine (So) 
55 Eric Olsen (lr) 
67 Thomas Bemenderfer (Se) 
55 Eric Olsen (Jr), 
75 Taylor Dever (Ft) 
84 Will Yeatman (Jr) 
1B Evan Sharpley (St) 
30 Steve Paskor2 (So) 
5 Armando Allen (S0.) 


90 John Ryan (Jr) 
93 Paddy Mullen (Jt) 
91. Emeka Nwankwo (S0,) 
AL Scatt Smith (Sr) 
48 Steve Quinn (Sr) 
42 Kevin Washington (St) 
97 Kallen Wade (Jt) 

4 Gary Gray (S0.) 

8 Raestion MeNeil Jr) 
31 Sergio Brown (dr) 
29. Jashaad Gaines (Jt) 


KR 5 Armando Allen (S0) 
PR 11 David Grimes (Sr) 


Passing: Jimmy Clausen, 245-138-1,254-6, 7TDs 
Rushing: James Aldridge, 121 car, 463 yds,, 0TDs 
Receiving: Duval Kamara, 32 rec., 357 yds., 4TDs 
Tackles: David Bruton, 85, 55 solo 
‘Sacks: dohn Ryan, 2.5 
Interceptions: David Bruton, 3 for 20 yds 
(9 Inicates numberof returning starters» BLD indicates retuming starters 
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rep LeBoeuf 


Quarterback — Lyle Moevao’s 
crushing, blind-side block of Washington 
defensive end Greyson Gunheim during a 
29-23 victory over the Huskies at R 
Stadium last November may have forever 
mented his role as a team leader — and fan 
favorite. He was 4-0 as the Beavers’ starting 
quarterback after stepping in for the injured 
Sean Canfield with OSU's season hanging in 
the balance. He's a charismatic, athletic, solid 
5'11", 235-pounder whose whole far exceeds 
the sum of his parts, much like legendary 
Beaver quarterback Jonathan Smith (1998- 
2001). 

Redshirt freshman tailback Ryan McCants 
has been likened to a smaller Steven Jackson 
and was impressive on the scout team, but his 
next college carry will be his first. 

Senior split end Sammie Stroughter was 
awarded an extra year of eligibility after 
missing most of last season with personal 
concerns and a kidney injury, That's a major 
boost, as he had 74 catches for 1,293 yards and 
five touchdowns in 2006 and averaged 17.5 
yards per catch in his brief 2007 appearances. 


Oregon State's current crop of 
backs has combined to rush for 

74 yards, all by backup Patrick 
Fuller, who's second on the depth 
chart behind projected starter 

Ryan McCants, a redshirt freshman. 


Senior guard Jeremy Perry is coming off leg 
and knee injuries that cost him much of the 
2007 season. Senior tackle Andy Levitre and 
senior guard Adam Speer are solid, and the 
Beavers should be in decent shape if Perry 
returns to his 2006 all-conference form. 


Ends Victor Butler and Slade 
Norris combined for 19.5 sacks for 188 yards 
in losses as third-down specialists. This year 


they may be every-down players, even though 
the Beavers frequently rotate their linemen to 
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HEAD COACH: MIKE RECORD AT SCHO( 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


keep everyone fresh for 60 minutes. 

Projected starting linebackers. Bryant 
Cornell, Keaton Kristick and Keith Pankey have 
plenty of experience as nal backups. 

Senior corners Brandon Hughes and 
an Lewis have combined for 65 career 
d safeties Al Afalava, Bryan Payton 
and Greg Laybourn have 33 career starts, so 
this is a veteran secondary. Afalava is the 
anchor. Junior Tim Clark started four games 
when Lewis was injured in 2007, so look for 
the Beavers to rotate three corners. 


Ke 


starts, 


Sophomore placekicker Justin 
Kahut made his only field goal attempe last 
year, He has a strong leg and shouldn't be fazed 
by the Northwest's rainy November weather, as 
he grew up in suburban Portland. Several 
players, most notably Kyle Harper and 
Western New Mexico transfer Sean Sehnem, 
will audition at punter. 


Many of the mainstays 
from the 2006 and ’07 teams that combined 
for 19 toral wins, 12 Pac-10 victories, two 
bowl wins and back-to-back third-place 
ue finishes are gone. But with 10 starters 
returning, 45 total lettermen back, a solid 
junior college recruiting class that should 
provide immediate help, and a less-daunting 
side, the Beavers believe they 
will be a factor in the balanced Pac-10. “We 
have watched a young group gain experience 
playing behind veterans,” coach Mike Riley 
says, “Now it's their turn to be the veterans.” 

‘The “Can Riley” signs that appeared in early 
2006 now scem a thing of the past. The 
Beavers are 17-5 since starting the 2006 
season at 2-3, and they have defeated every 
team in the Pac-10 except UCLA during that 
span. 

The onus now is to stare quickly; the 
Beavers were 2-3 in both 2006 and '07 before 
righting the ship and closing with impressive 
stretch drives. 
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OFFENSE (7) 
SE _19 Sammie Stroughter (St) 
‘SL__8 James Rodgers (So,) 
FL__15 Darrell Catchings (S0.) 
LT 66 Andy Levitre (Sr) 

LG 62 Jeremy Perry (Sr) 
C65 Marcus Henderson (Sr) 
RG 51 Adam Speer (Sr) 

RT 63 Ryan Pohl (So) 

TE 88 Howard Croom (Jr) 
QB 3 Lyle Moevao (Jt) 
TB 24 Ryan McCants (Fr) 


DEFENSE (3) 

DE 90 Victor Butler (Sr) 
DT Stephen Paea (Jt) 
DT 92 Michael Hunt (So) 
DE _58 Slade Norris (Sr) 
SLB 32 Keaton Kristick (Jr) 
MLB 41 Bryant Cornell (St) 
WLB 35 Keith Pankey (So.) 
CB 6 Keenan Lewis (Sr) 
CB 36 Brandon Hughes (Sr.) 
SS 9 Al Afalava (Sr) 

FS 23 Bryan Payton (Sr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 27 dustin Kahut (So.) 
P18 Kyle Harper (Fr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Sean Canfield, 286-165-1,661-15, 9TDs 
Rushing: James Rodgers, 50 car, 586 yds., 3TDs 
Receiving: Darrell Catchings, 33 rec., 386 yds., 1TD. 


Tackles: Al Afalava, 64, 56 solo 
ictor Butler, 10.5, 


Sacks: 


Interceptions: Keenan Lewis, 3 for 43 yds. 


(# Indicates number of retuming starters + BOLD indieaesretuming stoters 


solid on defense. They're one of 
is in the conf 


year in and 


2 Chris dahnson (Sr) 
29 Shane Morales (St) 

8 James Rodgers (So.) 
76 Tavita Thompson (Sr.) 
60. Alex Linnenkohl (S0.) 
63 Ryan Pohl (So.) 

73 Gregg Peat (Jt) 
77 Michael Cole (Sr) 
81 Gabe Miler (So.) 

5 Sean Canfield (Jr) 

34 Patrick Fuller (Sr) 


Simi Kuli (de) 
97 Sioeli Nau (Jr) 
78 Brennan Olander (So.) 
Simi Kuli (dr) 
12 Isaiah Cook (Sr) 
48 Walker Vave (So) 
59 Dwight Roberson (So.) 
21 Tim Clark (dr) 
4 James Dockery (S0.) 
40 Cameron Collins (Fr) 
44 Greg Laybourn (Sr) 


KR 8 James Rodgers So.) 
PR 19 S. Stroughter (St) 
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OFFENSE There's no reason to believe the 
Chippewas won't be the scourge of the MAC 
again this year, The main reason is junior 
quarterback Dan LeFevour, who in ’07 became 
only the second player in FBS history to throw 
for more than 3,000 yards (3,652) and run for 
more than 1,000 yards (1,122) in the same 
season, He's capable of even more this year, 
especially since receivers Antonio Brown (102 
catches, 6 TDs) and Bryan Anderson (90, 10) 
return. The CMU ground game boasts plenty 
of options, most notably Justin Hoskins, who 
averaged 5.8 yards per carry last year. Ontario 
Sneed is a solid backup, but there could be 
work for one (or more) of three promising 
freshmen arriving this fall. 

Four starters are back on an offensive line 
that allowed only 22 sacks and helped the 
Chippewas average 4.9 yards per carry. Left 
tackle Andrew Hartline is the stalwart of the 
bunch, while junior college import (via lowa 
State) Joe McMahon will be counted on to fill 
the one vacancy — right guard. 


Central opponents averaged 5.9 


yards per play last year, a big reason 
the Chippewas surrendered so many 
points. It’s a statistic that must be a 


improved this year, 


DEFENSE The Chippewas have to improve 
this area if they wane to win their third straight 
MAC title, something they have never 
accomplished. CMU allowed 36.9 points and 
460.0 yards per game last year. That didn't 
hure in the conference, where shootouts, are 
relatively common, but it could allow 
LeFevour and his group a margin for error 
against the MAC's better teams and versus 
stouter non-conference foes. 

The real work must be done in the 
secondary, where nine different players started 
in "07 — to no good end. Opponents 
completed 65.4 percent of their passes against 
Central last year and found the end zone 34 


times. So, safety Calvin Hissong has been 
moved to outside linebacker, Corner Chaz 
West is now the strong safety. Expect to see 
Eric Fraser beside him, while Josh Gordy (four 
interceptions last year) and Tommy Mama are 
the starting corners. 

The Chippewas are in good shape up front, 
where stout ends Sam Williams, Frank Zombo 
and Larry Knight provide a good roration that 
can get after the passer. Casey Droscha is a 
strong man in the middle. 

‘The return of middle man Nick Bellore (102 
tackles) is good news for a linebacking corps 
that lost a pair of stalwarts in Ike Brown and 
Red Keith, both first-team All-MAC 
performers. Hissong’s move will help, but coach 
Butch Jones is hoping David Lawrence and Tim 
Brazzel will be productive on the outside. Their 
performances will mean as much to the defense 
as what happens in the secondary. 


SPECIALISTS Junior Andrew Aguila has a 51- 
yard field goal on his résumé and a school- 
record 60 PATs. Now, he needs consistency 
after making an average 9-of-14 placement 
attempts last season. The Chippewas are set in 
the return game, thanks to the speed and 
productivity of Brown, but they must hope 
sophomore Brett Hartmann, who didn’t punt 
once last year, can handle the job. 


FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The Chippewas made a 
good move extending Jones during the 
offseason, He has helped continue the success 
begun by Brian Kelly and has the program in 
strong shape for the future. 

As for the present, expect another strong 
run at the conference title, fueled by a potent 
offense and a D that should be improved, 
although hardly stingy. The Chippewas will 
win a lot of high-scoring games and might 
even shut some folks down. But don't be 
fooled. This team is about its offense, and with 
LeFevour and company, that’s not necessarily a 


bad thing, 
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22 North Dakota State 
29 Northern Illinois 


6 at Western Mich. 
16 Eastern Michigan 
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aking strides all 
me things to improve on, 
create more turnovers, 


spring. 
T would like t 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 7 Bryan Anderson (dt) 
WR 1 Kito Pobiah (S0,) 
WR 27 Antonio Brown (S0.) 
LT 74 Andrew Hartline (Sr) 
LG 66 Jeff Maddux (So.) 

© 63 Colin Miller (S0.) 
RG 75 Joe McMahon (Jr) 
RT 77 Greg Wojt (Sr) 

TE 86 Rocky Weaver (Fr) 
QB 13 Dan LeFevour (dt) 
RB _ 3 dustin Hoskins (Sr) 


DEFENSE (9) 

DE 15 Sam Williams (Jr) 
DT 79 Tredale Kennedy (So.) 
NG 51 Casey Droscha (Sr) 
DE 98 Frank Zombo (Jt) 
18 33 David Lawrence (Sr) 
LB 43 Nick Bellore (S0.) 
LB 17 Tim Brazzel (ur) 

CB 19 dosh Gordy (Jn) 

CB. 14 Tommy Mama (Jr) 
SS 4 Chaz West (Jr) 

FS 12 Eric Fraser (Jr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 36 Andrew Aguila (dr) 
P 96 Brett Hartmann (So) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Dan LeFevour, 543-355-3,652-13, 27 TDs 

Rushing: Dan LeFevour, 188 car, 1,122 yds,, 19 TDs 

Receiving: Antonio Brown, 102 rec, 1,003 yds., 6TDs 

Tackles: Nick Bellore, 102, 45 solo 

‘Sacks: Frank Zombo, 7.5, 

Interceptions: Josh Gordy, 4 for 19 yds. 
(@)inicatesmamber of retuing starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 


89 Joe Bockheim (Sr) 
5 Taylor Bradley (S0.) 
16 Jean Pitts (dt) 

67 Kyle Curtis (Sr) 

76. Nick Rademaker (S0.) 
57 Adam Antonides (Jt) 
64 Allen Ollenburger (dr) 
73: dake Olson (Fr) 

84 Brandin Friske (Fr) 
18 Brian Brunner (Sr) 
28 Ontario Sneed (Sr) 


95 Larry Knight (Jr) 
54 Sean Murnane (S0.) 
47 Josh Alison (Fr) 
47 dosh Alison (Fr) 

53. Barron Miles (J) 
46: Matt Berning (So.) 
20 Calvin Hissong (Jr) 
22 Vince Agnew (So.) 
22 Vince Agnew (So) 
24 Ed, McLaughlin (S0.) 
9 Bobby Seay (So.) 


KR 27. Antonio Brown (So.) 
PR 27. Antonio Brown (So.) 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


OFFENSE ‘First-year cach: Lanry Pedora ‘will 
introduce his version of the spread offense 
after spending the past three seasons as 
Oklahoma State's offensive coordinator, He'll 
be doing so with somewhat of a handicap: 
There’ not much experience at quarterback. 
Sophomore Martevious Young broke his leg in 
a midseason game vs. Rice and was limited to 
three snaps for the entire season. Redshirt 
freshman Austin Davis is another option. 

Junior Damion Fletcher should thrive in the 
spread offense, where fewer defenders can 
afford to crowd the line. Fletcher has rushed 
for 2,974 yards in two seasons. He also has 
excelled against BCS conference opponents: 
Asa freshman, he gained 177 yards in a win vs. 
NC State, and in last year’s bowl game against 
Big East member Cincinnati, he rushed for 
155 yards against one of the nation’s top run 
defenses. 


‘Southern Miss ranked No, 1 

in C-USA in red zone offense 

(918 percent success rate) and red zone 
defense (opponent success rate of 74.5 
percent) last season. 


Five of the reams top six in receiving yards 
are back, and one of the nation’s top prep 
recruits, DeAndre Brown, will join them. 
Tortis Magee is the top returnee, having 
caught 44 passes for 632 yards and three 
touchdowns. Shawn Nelson is an All-America 
candidate at tight end. Brown is too talented 
to keep off the field. 

Calvin Wilson, who began his career at 
Mississippi State, and veteran Ryan McKee 
will anchor the line from the tackle spots. 


DEFENSE ‘The line is traditionally a strong 
component of the Southern Miss defense, but 
the Golden Eagles will be introducing new 
starters across the front. Fedora is excited 
about sophomore noseguard Anthony Gray, 
who didn’t play until late last season because of 


a foot injury suffered in preseason workouts. 
Gray's power, quickness and explosiveness 
could make him an all-league candidate. 

Gerald McRath, the C-USA Defensive 
Player of the Year, anchors the linebackers 
from his spot in the middle. A leader and a 
playmaker, McRath averaged nearly 11 tackles 
per game and was ranked among the top 10 in 
the league in tackles for a loss. 

Safeties Eddie Hicks and Justin Wilson will 
lead the defensive backfield. Hicks was 
extremely active a year ago, finishing with three 
interceptions, five pass deflections and a forced 
fumble. Wilson only started three games but 
had two interceptions and broke up six passes. 


SPECIALISTS There was inconsistency in the 
kicking game, although Justin Estes booted 8- 
of-10 field goals to end the season. Senior Brite 
Barefoot was one of the league's top punters, 
averaging 42.5 yards per kick. 


FINAL ANALYSIS I’s going to be an 
interesting fall in Hattiesburg. Fedora assum 
his first head coaching job and brings with him 
a spread offense that has compiled gaudy 
statistics at his past three stops — Middle 
Tennessee, Florida and Oklahoma State — 
where he served as offensive coordinator. 

Growing pains are to be expected. There's 
no established quarterback, but the offense has 
several reliable, productive contributors, from 
Fletcher to Magee to Nelson. Fedora says his 
offense will rely on varying the tempo to keep 
defenses honest. 

Defensively, the Golden Eagles, despite 
changes across their front line, should again be 
one of the league's best. Last season, Southern 
Miss ranked first in scoring defense (24.2 ppg) 
and second in toral defense (366.4 ypg). 

Expectations are high ar East Carolina and 
UCE (the defending C-USA East champs), 
bur ic wouldn't be wise ro count out Southern 
Miss. The Golden Eagles always seem to be a 
factor. 


es 


A. 30 UL Lafayette WS. 1 Tennessee-Martin W 35-23 | [oR Per Game Rank 
S. 6 at Auburn L]S. 8 atTennessee — L_ 39-19 | Scoring 27.8 ppg 61 
S. 1B at Arkansas State w | S. 15 atEastCarolina W_ 28-21 | Rushing 201.6 ypa » 
S. 20. Marshall Ww | S. 27 at Boise State L 38-16 | Passing 188.1 ypg 95 
0. 4 UTEP w] 0 3 Rice L 31-29 | Total 389.7 ypg 63 
0.11 Boise State Oo ey Wy oy | CEE Per Game Rank 
0. 18 at Rice w e 5 oe - Y pear | Searing 24.2 ppa 4 
0. 25 at Memphis Ueto woe | Posting 1343 ypg ry 
N. 1 UAB Coo Retest | 29ag | Passing 2321 ypa 0 
N. 8 at UCF cas STDS, Total 366.4 ypg 48 
N15. East Carolina ae | ee Ue wed 

Nios geSU w | N-2% Arkansas State w 16-10 | MOMIEIE Recai Rank 
A Coreene SL _ | & 22 #Cincinnati L 3a]? 8 by 
Wer indentes projec vino ss +#Papadohn's.com Bowl 


HEAD COACH: LARI 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOI 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


DAMION FLETCHER 
THE QUOTE 


“T's an explosiv 
to score a lot of points 
running the ball and throwing the ball. Last year 
(at Oklahoma State) we averaged 243.5 yards 
on the ground and 243.5 in the air. 
T don’t know if that’s ever 


ith it. We’ve done it 


OFFENSE (6) 

‘WR 86 Gerald Baptiste (Jr) 

80 Torris Magee (So.) 7 
DeAndre Brown (Fr) 6 

LT 72 Calvin Wilson (Jr) 65 

LG 76 Wesley Housley (Sr.) 60 

C 59 Cameron Zipp (So.) 55 


Ed Morgan (St) 
Wiliam Spight (Ft) 
Freddie Parham (J) 
dimmy Driskell (Sr) 
Rul, Brown (dr) 

Alex Michael (S0.) 


RG_ 71 Ryan Hebert (Jt) 69. Micah Brown (Jr) 
RT 66 Ryan McKee (Sr) 69. Micah Brown (Jr) 

TE 1 Shawn Nelson (St) 19 Jonathan Massey (So.) 
QB 14 Martevious Young (So.) 13 Austin Davis (Fr) 

TB 25 Damion Fletcher (Jr) 34 Bubba Kirksey (Jr) 
DEFENSE (4) 

LE 94 Andrew Burns (Fr) 37 Deddtick Jones (Fr) 
NT 95 Anthony Gray (So.) 93. Logan Hickman (Fr) 
DT _92 Eric Philips (Sc) 98 Rolando Barragan (Jt) 


RE 96 David Boyce (Sa) 90 Cordarro Law (Fr) 
18 41 Tokumbo Abanikanda (Sr) 48 Blake Spiers (St) 

LB 24 Gerald McRath (J) 46 Jerome Lyons (Sr) 
18 21 Brandon Davis (dt) 99 Tim Green (Fr) 

CB 28 Michael McGee (Jr) 2 Micah Pellerin (Fr) 
B39 CJ, Bailey (So) 23. Eddie Willingham (St) 
$S 26 Justin Wilson (S0.) 5 Cameron O'Neal (Fr) 
FS 18 Eddie Hicks (Jr) 30 Chico Hunter (So.) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 13 Justin Estes (S0.) KR 11 Tory Harrison (de) 
P 3. Britt Barefoot (Sr) PR 11. Tory Harrison (Jt) 
RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Torris Magee, 1-1-36-0, 01D 

Rushing: Damion Fletcher, 295 car, 1,586 yds., 15 TDs 
Receiving: Torris Magee, 44 rec., 632 yds., 31Ds 
Tackles: Gerald McRath, 139, 72 solo 

‘Sacks: Gerald MeRath, 4.0 


Interceptions: Eddie Hicks, 3 for 16 yds. 
(@lecates ruber of returning starters « BOLD indicates return starters 
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OFFENSE Ie starts, and ends, with junior 
quarterback Josh Freeman. He set a school 
record with 3,353 passing yards last season, 
completing 63.3 percent of his attempts with 
18 touchdowns. Pethaps more important, he 
reduced his interception total to 11 after 
getting picked off 15 times as a freshman. 
Freeman could discover just how good he is 
this season, although he won't have All- 
America wide receiver Jordy Nelson ro target 
any longer. 

The running back situation is unsettled. 
Junior Leon Patton took a step backward last 
season, but K-State hopes he plays more like 
he did as a freshman. Patton enters this season 
as K-State’s only running back with 
experience. As a sophomore, he rushed for 390 
yards and four touchdowns. As a freshman, 
Patton rushed for 609 yards. Incoming junior 
college transfer Daniel Thomas could put the 


heat on Patton. 


‘The top threat at wide receiver is senior 
Deon Murphy, who did not participate in 
spring football in order to improve his 
academic standing. Murphy totaled 57 catches 
for 605 yards and five touchdowns. Several 
junior college transfers will have an 
opportunity to contribute. 

‘The offensive line is expected co be better. 
Its anchored by senior center Jordan Bedore, 
who has 22 career starts. 


The Wildcats have had a losing record 
in three of the past four seasons. This 
follows a stretch of 11 consecutive 
non-losing seasons at K-State. 


DEFENSE This side of the ball was K-State’s 
weak link, For details, look no further than the 
73-31 thrashing handed to the Wildcats by 
Nebraska. A main area of concern is the line. 
No wonder Ian Campbell, one of the Wildcats’ 
top defensive players, is returning to his old 


spot at defensive end after spending much of 
2007 at linebacker. 

The comeback of linebacker Antwon 
Moore, who played only the first two games 
last season before being injured, is worth 
watching, because if he’s healthy he can be a 
force. Don't be surprised if Virginia transfer 
Olu Hall is a starter at linebacker. 

There’s potential at cornerback. And there 
berter be. K-State lose three key players at that 
spot, so its up to Josh Moore, who was 
academically ineligible last year, and junior 
college transfers Blair Irvin and Billy McClellan 
to step right in. Safeties Chris Carney (team- 
high four interceptions) and Gary Chandler 
(54 tackles) had their moments. 


SPECIALISTS Senior kicker Brooks Rossman 
tied Kansas State's single-season record with 22 
field goals. He made 18-of-19 from 40 yards 
or closer, The punter is likely to be George 
Pierson, a junior college recruit, who was given 
a scholarship. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The greatest stretch in 
Kansas State football history was buile in part 
by junior college transfers who made a 
difference. It looks like the Wildcats are 
banking on similar results a decade later. K- 
State signed 19 junior college players, and if 
that sounds like a lot, it is. It could be 
construed as coach Ron Prince pushing the 
panic button for a program that lost its final 
four games en route t0 a 5-7 finish. Or, it 
could be seen as copying previous coach Bill 
Snyder's blueprint, an idea that in time 
ted K-State to the threshold of the 
national championship game in 1998. 

Bottom line: The defense has to improve or 
it could get ugly. The schedule was softened 
when Fresno State was dropped to insert 
Montana State. Still, it could be a struggle for 
the Wildcats to reach .500, because the road 
slate (Louisville, Texas A&M, Colorado, 
Kansas and Missouri) is tough. 


dl 


A. 30 North Texas WS. 1 atAuburn L 
S. 6 Montana State W|S. 8 SandoseState  W 35.2 ppg 
S.17 at Louisville * |S. 15 Missouri State  W 61-10 1328 ypg 8 
S. 27 UL Lafayette W |S. 29 atTexas W 41-21 285.4 ypg a 
0. 4 Texas Tech L | 0. 6 Kansas L 30-24 418.2 yg 40 
0. 11 atTexas A&M L | 0. 13 Colorado W 47-20 Per G Rank 
0. 18 at Colorado L | 0. 20 at Oklahoma State L 41-39 | Scoring 308 ppg 8 
0. 25 Oklahoma L | 0. 27 Baylor W. 51-13 | Rushing 1416 ypg 49 
N. 1 at Kansas L | N. 3 atTowa State L 31-20 | Passing 259.0 ypg 9 
N. 8 atMissouri L | N. 10 at Nebraska L_ 73-31 | Total 400.6 yoo 69 
N.15. Nebraska * | N17 Missouri L 49-32 | Per Game Rank 
N. 22 Towa State WN. 24 atFresnoState L 45-29 | +4 B B 
Games indo represent swing ges 
Wor indicates projected win or oss 


HEAD COACH: RECORD AT SCHOOL 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
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THE QUOTE 
"T really don’t want to talk about last season. It 
was an emba ment. It’s not going to happen 
again. Basically, that’s all I can say, It’s not 
going to happen again. 
Reggie Walker, linebacker 
OFFENSE (7) 
WR 87 Deon Murphy (Sr) 
WR _ 5 Ernie Pierce (Sr) 
WR 82 Adrian Hilburn (dr) 
{7 78 Alesana Alesana (Sr) 
LG 74 Wade Weibert (Jr) 
C 79 Jordan Bedore (Sr.) 
RG 73 Gerard Spexarth (Sr) 
RT 63 Ben Liu (St) 
TE 
ry 


Aubrey Quarles (Jr) 
7 Lamark Brown (So.) 

88 Cedric Wilson (Sr) 
Edward Prince (Jt) 

76 Brock Unruh (dr) 

54 Trevor Viers (dr) 

64 Nick Stringer (dt) 

72 Kaleb Drinkgern (Ft) 

80 Brett Alstat (St) 

14 Carson Coffman (So) 
Daniel Thomas (Jt) 


85 Jeron Mastrud (Jr) 
1 Josh Freeman (dr) 
RB 9 Leon Patton (Jr) 


DEFENSE (6) 


DE 98 lan Campbell (Sr) Brandon Harold (Fr) 
NT 92 Brandon Balkcom (Sr) 52 Xzavier Stewart (So.) 
DE 97 Chidubamu Abana (Sr) ack Hayes (Jt) 


1B 90 Eric Childs (de) 

LB 39 John Houlik (Jt) 
LB _53 Reggie Walker (Sr) 
1B 56 Olu Hall So.) 

CB 6 Blair Irvin (de) 

(CB 4 Josh Moore (So, 
SS_ 21 Gary Chandler (St) 
FS 30 Chris Carney (dr) 


51 Ulla Pomele (Jt) 

43, Antwon Moore (St) 
20 Courtney Herndon (dr) 
50 Hansen Sekona (de) 
3 Billy McClellan (Je) 
23 Ray Cheatham (Sr.) 
36 Andrew Erker (Sr) 

24 DarhnaeTigner (So) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 16 Brooks Rossman (Sr) KR_ 9 Leon Patton (Jt) 
P George Pierson (dt) PR 87 Deon Murphy (St) 
RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Josh Freeman, 499-316-3,353-11, 18 TDs 
Rushing: Lean Patton, 83 car, 390 yds., 41Ds 
Receiving: Deon Murphy, 57 rec, 605 yds, 5TDs 
Tackles: John Houlik, 68,41 solo 
Sacks: [an Campbell, 45 
Interceptions: Chris Carney 4for 14 yds. 
(2) nates rmber ol etaing rer « BOLD ints eting res 
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OFFENSE If Kellen Lewis is in uniform this 
fall, the Indiana offense should be able to move 
the ball with relative ease. That poine is a 
question mark, however, as Lewis was 
suspended from the team for the spring 
workouts for a violation of team rules. If Lewis 
is back, Indiana's multi-faceted offense could be 
even mote explosive with the implementation 
of the no-huddle in the spring. Lewis, a 
quarterback who is often compared to former 
TU standout Antwaan Randle El in terms of his 
ability to both throw and run with the football, 
is coming off a season in which he completed 
nearly 60 percent of his passes for more than 
3,000 yards with 28 touchdowns and 10 
interceptions, He was also IU’s leading rusher 
with 736 yards and nine touchdowns. 

‘Two of his favorite targets return in Andrew 
Means and Ray Fisher. The Hoosiers, though, 
must forge ahead without All-America 
wideout James Hardy, who caught 79 passes 
for 1,125 yards lase fall 

Indiana's top three running backs also 
return, led by Marcus Thigpen, a fifth-year 
senior with breakaway speed. One player to 
keep an eye on is true freshman Darius Willis, 
the runner-up for Indiana's Mr. Football 
award. At 6'0", 220, Willis is a powerful back 
who will challenge for playing time tight 


away. no-huddle, an Indiana team that averaged | OFFENSE (6) 
Let tackle Rodger Saffold and left guard — nearly 32 points per game last season could be a 8 Tie oa st i 
is aes isher (de 
Pete Saxon have been the mainstays at their poised to do that and even more. Stil, as is | IR gitermectang (Ga) 8 cvs eae tr) 


positions the last two seasons, 


‘Austin Starr made 15 straight 
field goals at one point in 2007, 


for the season were also a team 5 


a school record. His 21 field goals 


DEFENSE Greg Middleton is the focal point 
of a defensive unit that recorded a school- 
record 42 sacks last season. Middleton led the 
nation with 16 of those sacks and still has two 
years of eligibility remaining, Two other 
defensive ends, Jammie Kirlew and Ryan 


M, 
i OOS) i ee 


Marando, combined for nearly 10 sacks last 
season. Two of three starters return at 
linebacker in Will Patterson and Geno 
Johnson, and Matt Mayberry and Tyler 
Replogle have lots of experience as they fight 
for the starting spot at middle linebacker, 
Patterson was IU’s second-leading tackler a year 
ago with 104, including cight for a loss. 

‘The secondary may have the most question 
marks on the defense as both cornerbacks were 
lost to graduation. Chris Phillips, Bruce 
Hampton, Richard Council and Adrian Burks 
will wage a heated battle for those wo starting 
spots in the fall. 


SPECIALISTS Austin Starr was a finalist for 
the Lou Groza Award given to the nation’s top 
placekicker a year ago after making a school- 
record 21-of-23 field goals, including a career- 
long-tying 49-yarder against Purdue with 30 
seconds to play in a 27-24 victory that sent 
the Hoosiers to a bowl game. As steady as the 
placekicking game is for IU, the punting game 
was up for grabs coming out of the spring. 
Redshirt freshman Chris Hagerup will get the 
first shot, and Kyle Lambeck will be next in 
the pecking order. 


FINAL ANALYSIS With Lewis running the 


always the case with Indiana football, the 
defense will dictate just how far this team is 
capable of going, Last season the defensive 
front, led by Middleton, excelled at getting to 
the quarterback, but the Hoosiers still gave up 
28.5 points and more than 400 yards of 
offense per game. 

‘The schedule, which features eight home 
games and does not include Ohio State or 
Michigan, is relatively forgiving. The Hoosiers 
might take a step back in the Big Ten standings 
but still find themselves in the hunt for 
postseason play. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (7-6, 3-5) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS — | MIB 43 Matt Mayberry (Jr) 46 Tyler Replogle (S0,) 
a - OLB 56 Geno Johnson (Sr.) 44 Darius Johnson (Fr.) 
‘A. 30 Western Kentucky W |S. 1 Indiana State W 55-7 | Per Game Rank CB _16 Chris Philips (Sr) 18 Richard Council (S0.) 
S. 6 Murray State ws. 8 atW. Michigan W 37-27 | Scoring 31,7 ppg 38 ¢B 17 Bruce Hampton (Jr) 23 Adrian Burks (So.) 
S. 20 Ball State W | S. 15 Akron W 41-24 | Rushing 157.4 ypg 52 | $5 20 Austin Thomas (dr) 26 Brandon Mosley (St) 
S, 27 Michigan State L |S. 22 Mlinois {27-14 | Passing 236.4 ypg SL FS 8 Nick Polk (Jn) 33 doe Kleinsmith (Sr) 
0. 4 at Minnesota « | S. 29 atlowa W 38-20 | Total 393.8 ypg 61 SPECIAL TEAMS 
0. 1 Towa Ce eet tet poy | ERNMENT | ic ae ausnstar6) ke 2 Marx ipen (8) 
0. 18 at Ilinois Jy Osea neeNnehigall State. | Scoring 28.5 ppg 69 P 12 Chris Hagerup (Ft) PR 7 Ray Fisher (Ur) 
0. 20 Penn State L 36-31 é g 

0. 25 Northwestern ‘5 Rushing 159.7 ypa 63 
Ne 1 Central Michigan + | 2 27 atWisconsin == L338" 3 | passing 2487 ypa g) | RETURNING LEADERS 
reaver | 3 Bal State W> 38-20 | ota) 408.4 ypa 7 | Passing Kellen Lewis, 42-2653,043-10, 287Ds 
. robe) NN. 10 atNorthwestern L 31-28 | Kellen Lewis, 147 car, 736 yds., 97Ds 
N15) at Penn State o N. 17 Purdue w 27-24 | STS Ray Fisher, 52 rec, 482 yds., 470s 
N22 Fat Buren D. 31 #OKahoma State L 49-33 | +? 2 a stn Thomas, 112, 64 solo 


Games in bold represent swing games e 
‘Wor L indicates a projected win or loss, #insight Bowl 


THE QUOTE 
“With Kellen Lewis, they've always got a 
nce. Running quarterbacks cause us all 
problems, but he’s as good a running 
quarterback as there is in the Big Tel 
— |v opposing Big Tan assistant coach | 


LT 76 Rodger Saffold (Jr) 
LG 64 Pete Saxon (Jr) 

€ 71. Alex Perry (So,) 

RG 79 Cody Faulkner (So. 
RT 68 Mike Stark (S0.) 

TE 87 Troy Wagner (Jr) 
QB 15 Kellen Lewis (Jr) 
RB 2 Marcus Thigpen (St) 


DEFENSE (7) 

LE 57 Jammie Kirlew (Je) 
DT 55 Deonte Mack (So.) 
DT 62 Greg Brown (Sr) 

RE 92 Greg Middleton (Jr) 
OLB 34 Will Patterson (Jt) 


72 Andrew McDonald (Fr) 
52 Jarrod Smith (S0.) 
7 ban Ruta ) | 
77 Kenny Love (Sr) 
74 Josh Hager (Fr) 
441 Max Dedmond (Ft) 
4 Ben Chappell (S0,) 
27 Bryan Payton (Jt) 


35, Ryan Marando (St) 
98 Kevin Burus (Jr) 

97 Keith Burrus (de) 

93 Fred Jones (Fr) 

25 wwstin Carrington (dr) 


Sacks: Greg Middleton, 16 
Interceptions: Christopher Philips, 3 for 58 yds. 


RECORD: 88-73-3 (15 YEARS) 
INATORS: BRIAN GEORGE, JOF PALCIC 


HEAD COACH: Bill LYNCH RECORD AT SCHOOL: 7-6 (1 YEA 


Pe Fool 


(Indicates number of returing starters « BOLD indicates retuming starters 


‘OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MATT CANADA DEFENSIVE 
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OFFENSE Predicting the effectiveness of the 
Louisville offense is as difficule as. predicting 
what the price of unleaded gas will be at 
Christmas. Coach Steve Kragthorpe has a new 
offensive coordinator, new quarterback, new 
receivers, new tailback, new tight end, new 
offensive linemen and a new challenge to 
maintain the efficiency of a unit that averaged 
488 yards per game last season. 

After four spectacular seasons, Brian Brohm 
is gone at quarterback, but the Brohm 
influence remains. Brian's brother, Jeff, another 
former U of L quarterback, has been promoted 
to offensive coordinator, where he intends to 
take advantage of the king-sized arm of starter 
Hunter Cantwell. Although he is a former 
walk-on and fifth-year senior who has thrown 
only 10 touchdowns in his career, Cantwell is 
projected a first-round NFL Draft pick by 
some because of his ability to throw deep 
strikes. 

Kragthorpe, Louisville’ second-year coach, 
isn’t certain which players will catch those deep 
balls. Trent Guy, JaJuan Spillman and Doug 
Beaumont should emerge as speed threats, 
while Scott Long has the hands and size to be 


a possession guy. 


Brohm says he wants Louisville to run the 
ball as effectively as the Cards ran it during 
Bobby Petrino’s four-season, 41-9 run. None 
of the returning backs averaged 50 yards per 
game last season. Brock Bolen is a blocker and 
short-yardage guy. Bilal Powell averaged nearly 
eight yards per carry but only rushed 24 times 
last season as a freshman, Redshire freshman 
Victor Anderson looked dangerous during 
spring drills running behind a line that returns 
two studs — Eric Wood and George Bussey. 


Louisville passed for 30 touchdowns last 
season, but only four of those TD 
receptions return to the Cardinals this 
year, topped by Trent Guy's two. 


DEFENSE Different side of the ball, but 
similar challenges. Coordinator Ron English 
arrived from Michigan and seemed surprised 
by the lack of playmakers during spring drills. 

Defensive tackle Earl Heyman provides an 
anchor. Adrian Grady offers stability if he 
returns from a torn pectoral muscle, 

English is looking for a few good 
linebackers. ‘Three, in fact, because the 
Cardinals lost everybody who mattered at that 
position. Heyman’s brother, Dexter, could play 
asa freshman, but two of the nine incoming 
junior college players are linebackers. Chris 
Campa is only 6'2", 220 pounds, but he made 
104 tackles while leading Barton County 
(Kan.) Community College to a national title. 

There is work to do in the secondary. Safety 
Bobby Buchanan is the only proven performer, 
English’s top challenge will be to fix the 
footwork of Woodny Turenne, who arrived last 
season as the top junior college corner in the 
nation but gave up too many deep balls. Look 
for Johnny Patrick and Travis Norton to help. 


SPECIALISTS Art Carmody’s automatic leg of 
the last four seasons is gone. Tim Dougherty, a 
sophomore, is untested but will get the first 
look. Punter Corey Goettsche must improve 
his 38.9-yard average. 


FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The Cardinals are a team 
in transition, Although Petrino left Kragchorpe 
some talent, he did not leave much depth. 
‘That's why Kragthorpe had to sign nine junior 
college guys who will be asked to help 
immediately. Cantwell’s arm should give 
Louisville the ability to stretch the field, but he 
does not have a proven deep threat. Powell 
should improve the running game, but he 
won't be able to do it if the Cards can’t find 
quality replacements at three blocking 
positions, plus tight end. Louisville fans 
weren't happy when the program slipped from 
12-1 to 6-6 last season. Six, or maybe seven, 
wins look like the ceiling again this year. 


A. 31. Kentucky * | A. 30 Murray State 
S. 6 TennesseeTech  W |S. 6 Middle Tennessee 
S. 17 Kansas State * |S. 15 atKentucky 
S. 26 Connecticut * | 5. 22 syracuse 
0. 10 at Memphis | Se eb sist 
0. 18 MiddleTennessee W| 4 5 tah 
i a ceete a 0. 13 at Cincinnati 
ire Ro i, | 0: 19 at Connecticut 
N.14 Cincinnati ae) (Os 27 atsbureth 
N. 22. West Virginia i | N- 8: atWest Virginia 
D4 at Rutgers L_ | Ne 17 at South Florida 
Ganesnolsrepresensving ines | N, 29° Rutgers 
Worl inctesaproftted wnt os 


HEAD COACH: STEVE KRAGTHORPE 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATO! 


FF 


‘RECORD AT SCHOO! 


W 73-10 | ERS Per Game Rank 
W 58-42 | Scoring 35.2 ppg 8 
L 40-34 | Rushing 146.1 ypg 64 
L 3-35 | Passing 3419 ypg 4 
W. 29-10 | Tol 488.0 ypg 6 
L 44-35 ‘ie are ce 
Ww. 2g-24 | Scoring 4 png 1 
tL ooeay | Rushing 1653 ypg 2 

Passing 251.2 ypg 7 
WaT 4165 yp 4 
(3831 | Pe PerGame Rank 
L 55-17 | 9 00 55 
W 41-38 
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JUNTER, cane 


| THE QUOTE 
*They have some major holes at linebacker, but 
they're always athletic and talented. 
You don’t know how the defense will adjust to 
a new coordinator and probably 
a new scheme, though.” 
— An opposing Big East assistant coach 


OFFENSE (3) 
WR 84 Scott Long (Jr) 26 Jaduan Spillman (Jr) 
WR 3 Trent Guy ir) 27 Doug Beaumont (So) 


UT 68 George Bussey (Sr) 
LG 79 Mark Wetterer (So.) 
C77 Eric Wood (St) 

RG 71 Abdul Kuyateh (dr) 
RT 74 Jeff Adams (S0,) 
TE 
0B 


78 Byron Stingily (dr) 
73 Hector Hernandez (Fr) 
62 Nick Borget (St) 

72 Brian Roche (ur) 

70 Conrad Thomas (So) 
49 Pete Nochta (S0.) 

5 Matt Simms (Ft) 

48 Joe Tronzo (ir) 

20 Victor Anderson (Fr) 


90 Johnnie Burns (Sr) 
14 Hunter Cantwell (Sr) 
FB 32 Brock Bolen (Sr) 
RB 33 Bilal Powell (50) 


DEFENSE (4) 


DE 93 L.D. Scott (dr) 96 Patrick Grant (Ft) 


DT 94 Adrian Grady (Sr) 
DT 99 Earl Heyman (Sr.) 

DE 95 Maurice Mitchell (St) 
SLB 43 Chris Campa (Jr) 
‘MLB 54 James Bryant (St) 
WLB 57 Mozell Axson (Sr) 

€B 19 Johnny Patrick (So) 
CB 9 Woodny Turenne (Sr.) 
SS 2 Richard Ragin (Sr) 
FS 34 Bobby Buchanan (Sr.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K _ 17 Tim Dougherty (So.) 
P29 Cory Goettsche (dr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Hunter Cantwell, 14-8-79-1, O7Ds 
Rushing: Brock Bolen, 88 cat, 456 yds., 7TDs 
ott Long, 27 rec, 358 yds, 0TDs 
Tackles: Bobby Buchanan, 54, 36 solo 


Sacks: Earl Heyman, 4 


Interceptions: Rod Council, 2for 6 yds. 


(4 Inicates umber of tuning tres» BOLD ivlcts returning starters 


90 James MeKinney (Jt) 
56 Tyler Jessen (dr) 
58 Rodney Gnat (So, 
5 Brandon Heath (So) 
23 Stephen Garr (Jr) 
50 dosh McDonald (Jr) 
4 Travis Norton (St) 
15 Chaz Thompson (Jr) 
10 Latarrius Thomas (Sa) 
36-dosh Wiley (dr) 


KR 3 Trent Guy (dr) 
PR 3 Trent Guy (Jt) 


ic Faaa 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


OFFENSE Virginia's offense improved last 
year — all the way from 113th to 101st in the 
nation. Its safe to say that the Cavaliers didn't 
strike much fear in opposing defenses. But 
quarterback Jameel Sewell had a knack for 
leading game-winning drives, and the 
Cavaliers won five games by two points or less. 

Sewell is gone, sidelined by academic issues. 
Peter Lalich, who appeared in eight games as a 
true freshman last year, is expected to win the 
ing job. Lalich is not as mobi 


offensive line loses three starters, including All- 
ACC guard Branden Albert. 

If the line comes around, the 
well-stocked at the skill positions. 


last October. He's expected to be back at full 
strength. Peerman's replacement, Mikel 
Simpson, rushed for 559 yards over the final 
six games and gave Virginia the breakaway 
threat ie has lacked in recent years. 


Of Virginia's nine wins last year, five came 
by a total of seven points. The Cavs won 
three games by a single point over one 
four-week stretch, 


‘The receiving corps will be bolstered by the 
return of Kevin Ogletree, who missed last 
with a knee injury after leading the team with 
52 receptions in 2006. John Phillips looks to be 
the latest in a long line of productive tight ends. 

Virginia seldom gets anything easy, relying 
on crisp execution rather than big plays. But 
this group might have as much playmaking 
potential as any in recent years. 


ia knew it would have to deal 
of All-America defensive end 


Chris Long, The Caval 


didn’t expect ro lose 


his running mate, Jeffr 


Fitzgerald. 


budding star with seven sacks last year, 
Fitzgerald left school for academic reasons. His 


departure means Virginia must break in owo 
new ends to go with nosetackle Nate Collins. 

Three of four starters return at linebacker, 
though, led by Jon Copper on the inside and 
Clint Sintim, who had nine sa 
the outside. This unit should be one of the best 
in the league. 

The secondary loses its best cornerback, 
Chris Cook, another academic casualty. Ras-I 
Dowling, an honorable mention freshman All- 
American, appears capable of filling the void. 
There's also plenty of young talent at safety. 

Virginia's defense kept it in games last y 
with Long and Fitzgerald wreaking havoc up 
front. Ir’s been a top 25 unit the last wo years, 
bur irs hard to see that trend continuing in 
2008. 


SPECIALISTS It’s nor hard to envision a 
dropoff here. Chris Gould developed into a 
reliable placekicker, and Ryan Weigand was 
fourth in the nation in punting average. Both 
aduated. Neither of their replacements 
icker Chris Hinkebein and punter 
hornton — has any 
making this a potential area of concern. 


me experienc 


FINAL ANALYSIS Virginia was one of the 
feel-good stories of 2007, winning all tho: 
close games and playing in a January bow! for 
the first time in the Al Groh era. It didn't take 
long for the good feelings to fade, though, 
after a rash of unexpected player departure: 
ell and Fitzgerald, 


caders on their respective 


ev 


So mentally tough a year ago, the Cavaliers 
are saying all the right things about moving 
on, but the program doesn't have the depth to 
overcome so much attrition. Questions at 
quarterback and on the offensive and defensive 
lines mak ion this team 
approaching the succes 
mind another January bowl. A winning season 


it difficult to en 


A. 30 USC L |S. 1 at Wyoming L 2-3 | aR Per Game Rank 
S. 6 Richmond w|S. 8 Duke W> 24-13 | ‘scoring 244 pp 81 
S. 13 at Connecticut. L_| S. 15 atNorth Carolina W 22-20 | Rushing 135.6 ypg 79 
S. 27 at Duke * | S. 22 Georgia Tech W 28-23 | Passing 1948 ypg 0 
0. 4 Maryland L |S. 29 Pittsburah W 44-14 | Tota 3304ypq =O) 
0.11 East Carolina # 1,0: 16 at Miclievenni |W" 23-2) || gee PerGame Rank 
0. 18 North Carolina t | 0: 1B Connecticut W 7-716 | scoring 197 ppg 16 
0.25 atGeorgiaTech + | % 20 atMaryland = W IB-I7 | Rushing 106.9 yp B 
0. 27 at NCState L 29-24 
No 1 Miami L Passing 2255 pa 4 
N. 8 atWeke Forest | N 3 WakeForest = W 17-16 | ua 3325 yog B 
No 10 at Miami W 4-0 
N. 22 Clemson UN 24 Vicinotech —L 33-2) | La 
N. 29 at MiginiaTech, L J. 1 #lexas Tech L 31-28 +2 15 4 
Wort feats ried wn rss #Gator Bow! 


HEAD COACH: RECORD AT SCHOOL: 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATO! 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


IC PEERMAN 


THE QUOTE 
"T don't know how 
a straight monster, probably 
t player in the count 


An opi 


OFFENSE (7) 


WR 
WR 
tt 

iG 


c 

RG 
RT 
TE 
8 


1B 
FB 


'80 Maurice Covington (Sr) 
20 Kevin Ogletree (dr) 
75 Eugene Monroe (St) 
76 Zak Stair (Sc) 
64 Jack Shields (S0,) 
65 Bw. Cabbell (S0,) 
61 Will Barker (Jr) 
85 John Phillips (St) 

7 Peter Lalich (S0.) 
37 Cedric Peerman (Sr) 
31 Rashawn Jackson (Jr) 


DEFENSE (5) 


DE 


93 Alex Field (St) 
98 Nate Collins (Jr) 
99 Sean Gottschalk (So.) 
S51 Clint Sintim (Sr) 
54 Jon Copper (Sr) 
58 Antonio Appleby (Sr.) 
45 Denzel Burrell (Jt) 

4 Vic Hall (dr) 
19 Ras-I Dowling (So) 
22 Byron Glaspy (Sr) 
43 Mike Parker (So) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 
Pp 


1 Chris Hinkebein (Fr) 
4 John Thornton (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Peter Lalich, 61-35-321-1, 21Ds 
Rushing: Cedric Peerman, 113 car, 585 yds., 5 TDs 


Receiving: 


Tackles: Jon Copper, 109, 56 solo 

Sacks: Clint Sintim, 9 

Interceptions: Ras-I Dowling, 2 for 17 yds. 
(Indicates number of retring starters + BOLD indicates retuing starters 


ace (Chris) Long 


sing ACC ant coach 


22 Staton Jobe (So) 
81 Dontrelle Inman (So.) 
67 Landon Bradley (Fr) 
74 Patrick Slebonick (Jt) 
{68 Anthony Mitota (Fr) 
62 Billy Cuffee (Fr) 
69 Lamar Milstead (S0.) 
83. doe Torchia (So.) 

15 Scott Deke (Sr) 

5 Mikell Simpson (Jr) 
47 Curt Orshosk (Fr) 


70 Matt Conrath (Fr) 

96 Nick Jenkins (Fr) 

92 Zane Parr (Fr) 

4. Aaron Clark (Sr) 

33 John Bivens (Sa) 
50 Terrence Fell Danzer (Ft) 

55 Jared Detrick (S0.) 
1 Trey Womack (So, 

2 Dom Joseph (Fr) 

29 Rico Bal So.) 

34 Matt Leemhuis (S0.) 


KR 37 Cedric Peerman (St) 
PR 4 Vic Hall (Jt) 


kell Simpson, 43 rec., 402 yds., 21Ds 


127 


OFFENSE Colin Kaepernick lit up the WAC 
en route to being named the conference's 
Freshman of the Year. All Kaepernick did was 
throw for 2,175 and 19 touchdowns 
against three interceptions while running for 
593 yards and six more scores. Yet a starting 
job is not guaranteed for the 616", 215-pound 
dual-threat performer, That's because Nick 
Graziano, a junior who was replaced by 
Kaepernick in the fifth game of last season, is 
expected to be healthy by the start of fall camp 
after undergoing foot surgery. 

Coach Chris Ault, who is back for his 24th 
season at the helm of his alma mater, has not 
ruled out plarooning the quarterbacks, nor has 
he named a starter. It adds up to the most- 
watched position battle in Reno in years. 

“We are going to give them both the chance 
to carn the job,” Aule says. “Which one will start 
will depend on how they perform in fall camp.” 


Nevada had played 329 consecutive games 
without being shut out before 
being blanked by New o 2 & 
Mexico in the 2007 New 

Mexico Bow. The streak 

was the longest such streak at 

the time and the second-longest in history. 

Nevada does return cight starters from one of 
the most prolific offenses in the WAC, finishing 
9007 with a-unie that led the WAC in rashing, 
was second in total offense was and third in 
Seong, Secular wilkaeie Dales’ Ligpinety-and 
four starting offensive linemen will all be back 
to take some of the pressure off Nevada’ 
quarterbacks. Lippincott was the leading rusher 
in the WA nd the only confer 
mannine oie 
rushing per game. 


DEFENSE Just how good Nevada will be in 
2008 may rest on the shaky shoulders of its 
defense. The Wolf Pack hired highly regarded 
Oregon State secondary coach Nigel Burton as 


its new defensive coordinator, replacing Ken 
Wilson, who will seay on as the associate head 
coach and linebackers coach, Why the change? 
Nevada's defense was awful at times last y 
particularly against the better teams it faced. 
‘The Wolf Pack will recurn to a 4-3 defensive 
scheme in 2008 after trying a 3-4 last year. 
Burton will have only four returning starters to 
work with, bur junior safery Jonathon Amaya 
ting lineup after being 
ited with a knee injury last year. 
The Wolf Pack did load up on defensive 
recruits this year, including seven to help the 
struggling secondary. 


SPECIALISTS Senior placekicker Brett Jackle 
— one of the best in the WAC at that spot — 
might end up replacing departed punter 
Zachary Whited, though Nevada will likely 
bring in one or two walk-ons to compete for 
the job. Junior Dwayne Sanders, who has 
shown glimpses as a kick returner, will get a 
shot returning punts, as will Amaya. Archur 
King, Lampford Mark and receiver Brandon 
Wimberly will be in the mix as kick retu 


will return to the 


1S. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Nevada desperately wants 
to make the jump into the WAC’s elite. The 
Wolf Pack may have the opportunity to do just 
that this year, Nevada’s new-look defense will 
be tested carly by three Heisman ‘Trophy 
candidates: at home against. Te 
quarterback Graham Harrell and receiver 
Michael Crabtree, and on the road against 
Missouri quarterback Chase Daniel. 

If Nevada comes through those games in 
decent shape, the WAC schedule is navigable. 
Nevada has a home date against Boise Stare, 
and a bye week between road dates at Hawa 
and Fresno State should help. The Wolf Pack 


Tech 


should be better than its 6-7 record of last year. 


Bur how quickly the defense comes together 
will likely be the difference berween making the 
top 3 in the WAC or battling for the top spor 
in the middle of the conference. 


Grambling State 
6 Texas Tech 
13 at Missouri 


1 at Nebraska 
8 at Northwestern 
15 Nicholls State 


27, at UNL 29 UNLV 

4 at Idaho 6 Fresno State 
New Mexico State w | 9. 14 at Boise State 

18 Utah State Ww at Utah State 


at Hawaii Idaho 


* 
7 at Fresno State L 
15. San Jose State Ww 
Boise State L 


at Louisiana Tech = W 
Games in bold repr 


16 Hawaii 

at San Jose St, 
1 Louisiana Tech 
#New Mexico 


Z22zZ2zZz9999" NE 
Ppezzz099990N NN 


RECORD AT SCHOOL: 


2 at New Mexico St. 


#New Mexico Bowl 


L 52-10 | Ey Per Game Rank 
L_ 36-31] ‘scoring 33.5 ppg a 
W 52-17) Rushing 214.1 ypg R 
W 27-20) Passing 253.4 ypg 40 
L + 49-41) Total 4675 ypg u 
rea Defense PerGame Rank 
Wi ea Scoring 32.2 ppg 5 

10-38 Rushing 174.2 ypg 78 
ae Passing 240.8 ypg 76 

SH ily . 

1 pag] Tt 415.0 ypg n 
w 49-10 | COED Per Game Rank 
tL 303 ~B % 


LUKE LIPPINCOTT 


THE QUOTE 


“The question mark 


lost a lot of guys. The last few ye 


been able to get a lot of 
offer 


—An 


OFFENSE (8) 


WR 4 Marko Mitchell (Sr) 
14 Chris Wellington (Sa) 
89 Mike McCoy (St) 

LT 50 Mike Gallett (So.) 
UG 62 John Bender (So.) 

€ 61 Dominic Green (St) 
60 Greg Hall (Sr) 

RT 73 Alonzo Durham (Jt) 
98 slunior Puloka (Jr) 
10 Colin Kaepernick (So. 
7 Luke Lippincott (St) 


DEFENSE (4) 

DE 55 Dontay Moch (So.) 
94 Mundrae Clifton (St) 
95 Nate Agaiava (Jr) 

99 Kevin Basped (So.) 
26 Adam Liranzo (So.) 
30 Joshua Mauga (Sr) 


32 Kenny Viser (So.) 

19 Doyle Miller (So.) 

$S 49 Jonathon Amaya (Jt) 
FS 17 Uche Anyanwu (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS: 
K 13 Brett daekle (Sr) 
P 13 Brett daekle (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Colin Kaepernick, 247-1133-2,175-3, 19 TDs 


Rushing: Luke Lippincott, 267 ci 


Receiving: Marko Mitchell, 53 rec., 1,129 yds., 81Ds 


Tackles: Joshua Mauga, 82, 37 
vin Basped, 4 


Sacks: 


Interceptions: Three players tied with 1 


(2) lniatesnanberof turing str 


54 Jerome Johnson (Sr) 33 


on defense, where they 
they have 
f turnovers and give their 
short field.” 


opposin 


12 Art King dr. (Jr) 
18 Brandon Wimberly (Fr) 
2 Dwayne Sanders (lr) 
74 Steve Haley (Fr) 
65 Brad Eskew (St) 
63 Ken Ackerman (dr) 
64 Shavin Mlle (S0.) 
76 Clayton Johnson (de) 
45 Kevin Bohr (Jr) 

) 8 Nick Graziano (Jr) 
24 Brandon Fragger (Jr) 


58 Ryan Coulson (S0.) 
90 Chris Slack (dr) 
98 Zack Madonick (Fr) 
96 Daniel Agaiava (Jr) 
46. James-Michael Johnson (Ft) 
43 Deantae Green (Fr) 
Brandon Marshall (Ft) 
Antoine Thompson (Jr) 
Dayton Guillory (Jr) 
16 Kevin Grimes (S0.) 
Maurice Harvey (Jt) 


12 Art King Ue (dt) 


PR 2. Dwayne Sanders (Jt) 


at, 1,420 yds, 15 TDs 


solo 


ters + BOLD indiates relying stat 


ATHLON" SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


OFFENSE Two words you will not hear at Ole 
Miss in its first season under Houston Nutt — 
quarterback controversy. 

‘The show belongs to Texas transfer Jevan 
Snead. He has arm strength, accuracy and 
mobility. The biggest question left unanswered 
by Snead is what decisions he'll make on game 
day when everything speeds up. 

He will benefit from a group of receiv 
that is both experienced and deep. Mike 
Wallace and Shay Hodge both had_ six 
touchdown catches last year, while Dexter 
McCluster is a versatile triple threat receiver, 
runner and return man. 

Wallace can get behind a defense, while 
Hodge makes the tough catches on 
intermediate routes. McCluster may see some 
time in the shotgun “Wild Rebel” formation. 


34 


Cordera Eason was used little behind 
experienced backs over his first two seasons. 
He’ the No. 1 tailback heading into August 
but will be pushed by a trio of talented 
freshmen led by former Auburn signee Enrique 
Davis, who played at a prep school last year. 
‘The offensive line will be anchored by left 
tackle Michael Oher, an All-SEC pick who 
opted to return for his final season in Oxford. 


rs 


Left tackle Michael Oher, who 
considered leaving early for the 
NFL, has started 34 consecutive 
games — including every game 
‘over the last two seasons. 


DEFENSE Ac least two of the three linebackers 
in the 4-3 will be new. Ashlee Palmer, last year's 
leading tackler, held one spot on the outside at 
the end of spring. Jonathan Cornell, in the 
middle, and Allen Walker, both sophomores, 
held the other two spots, though Walker's status 
is in jeopardy after he was suspended following 
an arrest on a DUI charge. Junior college 
transfer Patrick ‘Trahan, a quick, disruptive 
force, is expected to make an impact at 


linebacker somewhere. Trahan, like Davis, 
signed with Auburn but actually played in 2006 
before spending last year in junior college. 

The defensive line is experienced, led by All- 
SEC tackle Peria Jerry. The unit could go from 
very good to great if Nutt can get junior Greg 
Hardy to walk the straight and narrow. Hardy 
had 10 sacks in 10 games last year, an average 
(1.0 per game) that led the SEC. He was 
running second team at the end of spring with 
coaches saying only thar he was making 
progress toward doing the little things right. 
The line will be even stronger if the academic 
sojourn of Jerrell Powe ends with NCAA 
certification in August. 

Senior Jamarca Sanford has started 31 
straight games, most of them at strong safety. 
‘The secondary could be a pretty solid unit if 
the move of Marshay Green from receiver to 
cornerback works as Nutt hopes. 


SPECIALISTS Opponent ficld position was a 
problem most of last season. It improved 
somewhat when Justin Sparks took over 
kickoff responsibilities, though it remains a 
concern. Joshua Shene was 11-of-17 on field 
goal attempts but struggled with technique 
and confidence at times. Shene was 14-of-17 
as a freshman. Sparks averaged 39.7 yards on 
51 punts last year, half of which were cither 
inside the 20-yard-line (15) or fair-caught (9). 
The speed of Wallace and McCluster gives the 
Rebels a pair of return threats. 


FINAL ANALYSIS While Nutc inherits more 
talent than his predecessor, Ed Orgeron, did in 
2005, he also inherits a difficult schedule. The 
team is good enough to find six wins on its 
schedule and reach a bowl game for the first 
time since Eli Manning led Ole Miss to the 
Corton Bowl in 2003. Much of thar plan 
hinges on the first two games — Memphis at 
home and Wake Forest on the road. Lose both 
of those, and it will be tough to rebound. Win 
both, and expectations will be reevaluated. 


A. 30. Memphis WS. 1 atMemphis W 23-21 | oes Per Game Rank 
S. 6 atWake Forest L |S. 8 Missouri L 38-25 | Scoring 20.1 ppg 104 
S. 13 Samford W |S. 15 at Vanderbilt L 31-17 | Rushing 1315 ypg 8 
S. 20 Vanderbilt * |S. 22 Florida L 30-24 | Passing 2138 ypg 66 
S. 27 at Florida L | S. 29 atGeorgia L 45-17 | Total 3453 ypg 31 
0. 4 South Carolina L | 0. 6 Louisianatech = W 240 | FREES PerGame Rank 
0. 18 at Alabama L | 0 13 Alabama L 27-24 | Scoring 285 ppg 70 
0. 25 at Arkansas * | 0. 20 Arkansas L 44-8 | Rushing 199.1 ypg 101 
N. 1 Auburn L | O. 27 at Auburn L 7-3 | Passing 2243 ypg 52 
N. 15 UL Monroe W|N. 3 Northwestern State W 38-31 | Total 423.4 yog 88 
N. 22 at LSU L | N17 LSU L 41-24 | PerGame Rank 
N. 28 Mississippi State © * | N. 23 atMississippiState L 17-14 | -10 -83 107 

‘Games in bod represent swing games 

Wor indeates a projected nn or ass 


HEAD COACH: RECORD AT SCHOt 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOK 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATO! 


CAREER RECORI 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR = 3 Shay Hodge (Ur) 
WR 22 Dexter McCluster (ur) 
74 Michael Oher (Sr.) 
71 Reid Neely (Jr) 
72 Daverin Geralds (Jr) 
79 Maurice Miller (Sr.) 
77 dohn Jerry (Jr) 
88 David Traxler (St) 

4 evan Snead (S0.) 
44 Jason Cook (Sr) 
RB 25 Cordera Eason (Jr) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 92 MarcusTillman (Je) 
DT _99 Ted Laurent (So.) 

DT _98 Peria Jerry (Sr) 

DE 86 Greg Hardy (dr) 

WLB 9 Allen Walker (So.) 
MLB_42 Jonathan Cornell (S.) 
SLB 11 Ashlee Palmer (Sr) 
CB 8 Marshay Green (Jt) 
CB 12 Dustin Mouzon (Sr) 
S13 Jamarca Sanford (Sr) 
FS 20 Johnny Brown (So.) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 98 Joshua Shene (it) 
P34 dustin Sparks (Jt) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Justin Sparks, 1-1-8-0, 07D. 
Rushing: Dexter McCluster, 6 car. 63 


tT 
it 
c 

RG 
RT 
Te 
8 
FB 


Tackles: Ashlee Palmer, 89, 50 solo 
Sacks: Greg Hardy, 10 
Interceptions: Ashlee Palmer, 3 for 21 


Receiving: Shay Hodge, 43 rec., 593 yds., 6TDs 


(4 tnstes namber of retuming starters © BOLD indicates returning starters 


2 Mike Wallace (Sr) 
16 Markeith Summers (S0) 
78 Bradley Sowell (Ft) 
62 Don Mosley (S0.) 

63 Brandon Green (Jr) 

75 Rishaw Johnson (Fr.) 

50 Darry Harris (Sr) 

80 Gerald Harris (I) 

17 Billy Tapp (Jr) 

48, Andy Hartmann (Jr) 
Enrique Davis (Fr) 


26 LaDerrick Vaughn (So.) 
Jerrell Powe (Fr) 
96 Lawon Scott (So) 
40 Kentrell Locket (S0.) 
Patrick Trahan (dr) 
47 Tony Fein (Sr) 
58 Scottie Williams (S0.) 
9 Jeremy McGee (S0.) 
24 Cassius Vaughn (Jt) 
35 Fon Ingram (S0.) 
1 Kendrick Lewis (de) 


KR 2 Mike Wallace (St) 
PR 22Dexter McCluster (lt) 


yds., 01D 


8 yds, 


TinCan Spars 


129 


OFFENSE Three years of Football Bowl 
Subdivision play makes for a. CliffsNotes 
version of a record book, but junior 
quarterback Rusty Smith nonetheless rewrote 
it lase fall. Smith was the Sun Bele Player of the 
Year after throwing for 3,688 yards, 32 
touchdowns and, most important, only nine 
interceptions. Smith is a well-regarded leader 
even as a redshirt sophomore, and his instincts 
have caught up with his classic 6'5" build, 
portending even greater accomplishments for 
2008. 

Another reason Smith should flourish is that 
nearly all of his running mates are back. Senior 
tailbacks Charles Pierre and Dilvory 
Edgecomb will handle most of the carries, 
while fullback Willie Rose is an underrated 
pass catcher and a bull of a blocker: 

Junior wide receiver Cortez Gent and tight 
son Harmon, a pair of first-team All-Sun 
Belt performers, are good for five receptions or 
more per game, Add in Chris Bonner, 
Conshario Johnson and Lester Jean, and the 
Owls have all the clements for another year of 


passing fancy, 
5 = 0 


FAU tied for the 13th in the country in 
fewest sacks allowed last year and welcomes 
back four regulars on the offensive front. 

le John Rizzo is a four-year starter, and 
senior center Nick Paris shores up the middle, 


end 


Howard Schnellenberger is 5-0 
all-time in bow! games, after 
leading FAU to its first-ever 
postseason appearance last 
‘season. 


DEFENSE Scnior linebacker Frantz Joseph, a 
watch-list candidate for the Lombardi and 
Butkus awards, is the fulcrum of a unit that 
often held on for dear life last fall. The 229- 
pound Joseph, author of 131 tackle 
junior, will be flanked by two new starters, 
likely George Allen and Edward Bradwell. 


as a 


‘The Owls’ front four could be considered a 
front five, since a quintet of regulars returns. 
Junior tackle Josh Savidge missed most. of 
2007 with a knee injury; junior John Mertilus 
filled in ably for him. Senior Jervonte Jackson 
is the best athlete up front, 

‘Two new starters at safety must be broken 
in, but FAU’s corners — senior Corey Small 
and sophomore ‘Tavious Polo — are all- 
conference caliber, Polo's seven interceptions 
tied for ninth in the nation in °07. 

Greg Joseph and Carldayle Brantley have 
the edge in experience in the battle for starting 
safety slots. The big question will be whether 
the Owls can replicate a plus-18. turnover 
margin from 2007, which papered over some 
of their defensive shortcomings. 


SPECIALISTS Senior kicker Warley Leroy 
demonstrated range out to 45. yards while 
converting 19-0f-27 field goals a year ago. 
Edgecomb, first in the Sun Bele in all-purpose 
yards in ’07, is a weapon on kick returns, and 
Polo is the primary punt returner, Puncers 
on and Mickey Groody could 
ody is the placement specialist 
d. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Howard Schnellenberger’s 
latest foray into program-building sped ahead 
of schedule by winning the Sun Bele 
Conference and the New Orleans Bowl with a 
boatload of sophomores and juniors at the 
With 17 starters returning, Florida 
Atlantic is ideally positioned to repeat. Smith 
and Gent form one of the most dangerous 
pass-catch combos in the league, bue Harmon, 
Rose and Bonner all keep defenses honest. 
Defensively, the Owls do have some issues in 
the secondary and among the linebackers, but 
Polo and Joseph can flip the field around by 
forcing turnovers on any given down, FAU 
was third in the nation in turnover margin last 
fall; another season of opportunism will equal 
another banner in Lockhart Si 


controls, 


dium. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (8-5, 6-1) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30 atTexas L |S. 1 MiddleTennessee W 27-14. | KOEI PérGarie 7 Rank 
5. 6 UAB W]S. 8 atOklahoma State L 42-6 | ‘Scoring 31.6 ppg 12 
S. 13 atMichigan State L$, 15 Minnesota = W239 | Rushing 126.0 ypg 93 
S. 20 at Minnesota * |S. 22 atNorthTexas W 30-20 | Passing 291.1 ypg 16 
S. 30 atMiddle Tennessee W |S, 29 atKentucky © L_45-17 | Total 47.1ypa a 
0. 7 Troy W] 0. 6 South Florida L—35-23 | rm ua LES 
0. 18 at Western Kentucky W | 0, 20 at ULLafayette W (0) 39-32 J "Seong 73.2 p09 7 
0. 25 UL Monroe W] 0. 27 ULMonroe ——L (0 33-30 | cin wet i 
N. 8 North Texas W] N. 10 Arkansas State W 34-31 | pace ate oF 
N. 15. UL Lafayette WIN 7 atfioida = L020] gage 
N. 22 at Arkansas State = W | 24 at FIU Wi eié5-9a| oe phi) 
N. 29 #Florda International |p: 1 at roy ETAL TO Marcin Per Game Rank 
#Dolphin Stadium D. 21 #Memphis w 44-27 | +18 138 3 
Games nel represent win gums 
Wer ndctes orld viv or ss #New Orleans Bowl 


THE QUOTE 

“For a program in it 
team (Minnesota) and shed program 
like M W, do vi 


FAU defensive coordinator Kirk Hoza 


OFFENSE (9) 

WR 16 Cortez Gent (Jr) 
WR 7 Chris Bonner (Jr) 
LT 65 Brandon Jackson (Sr) 
LG 72 David Matlock (Jr) 
C68 Nick Paris (Sr), 
RG 73 Kevin Miller (dr) 
RT 71 John Rizzo (St) 
TE 88 Jason Harmon (Sr) 
QB 11 Rusty Smith (dt) 
FB 46 Willie Rose (Jr) 
RB 20 Charles Pierre (Sr) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 98 Robert St. Clair (Sr) 
DT 92 dervonte Jackson (Sr) 
DT 95 Josh Savidge (Ur) 

DE 94 Jermaine Council (Jn) 
OLB 50 George Allen (Sr) 

LB 56 Frantz Joseph (Sr) 
OLB 47 Ed Bradwell (dr) 
B26 Corey Small (St) 

CB 5 Tavious Polo (So.) 

SS 4 Carldayle Brantley (St) 
FS 3 Greg Joseph (St) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 34 Warley Leroy (Sr) 
P 22 Keegan Peterson (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Rusty Smith, 479-281-3,688-9, 32 TDs 

Rushing: Charles Pierre, 170 car, 782 yds., 7TDs 

jortez Gent, 64 rec., 1,082 yds., 91s 

Tackles: Frantz Joseph, 131, 64 solo; Corey Small, 103, 82 solo 
Sacks: Robert St. Clair, 4 

Interceptions: Tavious Polo, 7 for 17 yds. 


80 Lester Jean (So) 

84 Conshario Johnson (dt) 
70 Lavoris Williams (S0.) 
74 Carl Spitale (So) 

76 Ryan Wischnefski(S0.) 
79 arrett McDonald (St) 
57, Vinnie Henderson (St) 
81 Rob Housler (Jr) 

12 deff VanCamp (S0.) 
31 Alfred Morris (Fr) 

32 Dilvory Edgecomb (Sr) 


54 Michael Hancock (Sr) 
90. Mauricio Riquer (S0.) 
96 ohn Mertilus (Jr) 
43 Julian Myers (Sr) 

49. Andre Clark (St) 

45, Michael Lockley (So) 
39 Malik Eugene (So) 
9 Tavoris Hill (S0,) 

2. Erick Mcintosh (Je) 
10 Rod Huggins (So.) 
37 Austin Jensen (S0.) 


KR 32 Dilvory Edgecomb (Sr) 
PR 5 Tavious Polo (S0.) 


(Indicates murber of turing tres » BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE With gifted receivers and most of 
the offensive line returning, Washingcon State 
could have a potent attack, but it depends on 
many things coming together. To be sure, there 
will be a learning curve as the Cougars adjust 
to new coach Paul Wulff and a new system. 
‘The no-huddle spread offense figures to be fun 
with all of its wrinkles, but that’s one of the 
problems — it will take time to iron 
everything out. 

Gary Rogers, a fifth-year senior, will run the 
offense. At 6'6" and 233 pounds, Rogers is a 
big guy with a big arm who looked very 
accurate in the spring. There were questions 
about his mobility and whether he could 
effectively run a spread offense, but those aren't 
Walff’s concerns. The new coach says a 
quarterback in his system just needs to be able 
to run when the opportunity presents itself, 


and Rogers can handle that. 


‘The Cougars are reasonably well-stocked at 
running back, but there are questions about 
starter Dwight Tardy, coming off a torn ACL. 
‘The junior did not participate in spring drills 
but is expected ro be ready in the fall. If Tardy 
isn’t ready — and even if he is — Chris Ivory 
should get many carries this year, and that’s a 
good thing. Ivory has explosive breakaway 
speed, as evidenced by his carcer average of 6.3 
yards per carry. 

All-America receiver Brandon Gibson 
nearly declared for the NFL but decided one 
more year on the Palouse would enhance his 
attractiveness to pro scouts. 


Washington State has had four straight 
‘non-winning seasons. The Cougars had 
won 10 games in 2001, 02 and *03 prior 
to their recent struggles. 


DEFENSE There's a grab bag of concerns and 
questions along the defensive line. The best 
and most experienced of the bunch is A’i 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (5. 
A. 30 #Oklahoma State L_| S. 1 at Wisconsin 
e ene in S. 8 San Diego State 
a at Baylor 
S. 20. Portland State w Be ss =, 
S. 27 Oregon (Oy era 
0. 4 atUCLA L | S. 29 atArizona 
0.11 at Oregon State * | 0. 6 Arizona State 
0. 18 U L | 0. 13 atOregon 
N. 1 at Stanford * | 0.97 uCA 
N. 8 Arizona L , 
N. 15 at Arizona State = L F 2 aoe 
N. 22. Washington ae Santon 
N.29 at Hawaii + | N. 17 Oregon State 
+#Seattle, WA N. 24 atWashington 
Games in old ereset sing vanes 
Wer inate projected win ss 


HEAD COAC RECORD AT SCHO( 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATC 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


Ahmu, a 6'0", 292-pound senior rackle who 
specializes as a run-stuffer. Another senior, 
Mate Eichelberger, mans the other tackle spot, 
but senior Andy Roof could start or at least 
figure into a three-man rotation with Ahmu. 

The Cougars have three talented seniors 
returning at linebacker in Greg Trent, Cory 
Evans and Kendrick Dunn, There isn’t much 
depth behind this trio. 

In the secondary, Chima Nwachukwu and 
Alfonso Jackson switched _ positions, 
Nwachukwu going to safety and Jackson 
moving to cornerback. That should help this 
beleaguered outfit, which wasn't one of the 
best in the Pac-10 last year. 


SPECIALISTS Wilff promises thar the punting 
and kicking will be better than they have been 
in the past. Reid Forrest is the projected punter, 
and Wade Penner should be the new kicker, 
based on his performance in the spring game in 
which he went 4-for-5 on field goals, including 
two from more than 50 yards. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Five years ago, Washington 
State was a player on the national scene, 
beating ‘Texas in the 2003 Holiday Bowl to 
post its third consecutive 10-win season. Since 
then, the Cougars haven't done much — not 
much at all. They haven't been back to a bow! 
game and haven't shown promise or progress. 

So a coaching change was made with Wulff 
replacing Bill Doba. Wulff built a strong 
program at FCS school Eastern Washington 
and brought most of his assistants to Pullman. 

This figures to be a building year as the new 
staff introduces a new system, but there were 
encouraging signs during spring practice. The 
players are quickly adjusting and already 
believe in Wulff. 

Rogers might have a great season playing 
pitch and catch with Gibson, but there are 
question marks, too many to think that 
Washington State will go to a bowl game this 


year. 


2007 NATIONAL RANKING 


Per Game 


CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATOI 


Poon GION 2 
THE QUOTE 


They don’t like 


s, and we 
ofinit ” 


on’t like the 


ington 


OFFENSE (6) 

WR 85 Jeshua Anderson (So, 
WR 22 Michael Willis (Jt) 
WR 4 Brandon Gibson (Sr) 
LT 55 Vaughn Lesuma (Sr) 
LG 73 Andrew Roxas (So.) 
C69 Kenny Alfred (Jr) 

RG 60 Dan Rowlands (Sr) 
RT 76 Micah Hannam (So.) 
TE 80 Devin Frischknecht (Sr) 
QB 17 Gary Rogers (Sr) 

RB 31 Dwight Tardy (Jr) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 93 Kevin Kooyman (dr) 
LT 77 Matt Eichelberger (Sr) 
RT 92 Avi Ahmu (Sr) 

DE 45 Andy Mattingly (Jt) 
‘SLB 38 Cory Evans (Sr) 

MLB 52 Greg Trent (Sr) 

‘WLB 49 Kendrick Dunn (Sr) 
CB 6 Markus Dawes (Sr) 
CB 18 Alfonso Jackson (Sr) 
SS 21 Chima Nwachukwu (S0,) 
FS 26 Xavier Hicks (Jt) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 35 Wade Penner (S0.) 
P 8 Reid Forrest (S0.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Gary Rogers, 16-4-18-1, 0TDs 
Rushing: Dwight Tardy, 143 car, 676 yds., 61s 
Receiving: Brandon Gibson, 67 rec., 1,180 yds, 9TDs 
Tackles: Andy Mattingly, 91, 45 solo 
‘Sacks: Andy Mattingly, 8 
Interceptions: Devin Giles, 2 for 0 yds. 
(cares under rein tates + SOLD inate retuing states 


15 Benny Ward (Sr) 
86 Daniel Blackledge (So, 
81 Greg Walker (So.) 
67 soe Eppele (So) 
79 Bal. Guerra (Ft) 
78 Steven Ayers (Fe) 
56 Kevin Freitag (Fr) 
66 Reed Lesuma (St) 
48 Ben Woodard (St) 
9 Kevin Lopina (Jr) 
34 Chris Ivory (dt) 


98 Jesse Feagin (St) 

90 Toby Turpin (S0,) 

74 Andy Roof (St) 

96 Mike Graise (St) 

53 Hallston Higgins (S0.) 
47 Marshal Pirtz (Fr) 

51 Jason Stripling (Jt) 
29 Romeo Pellum (S0.) 
32 Devin Giles (Jt) 

13 Myron Beck (S0.) 

25 Easton Johnson (S0.) 


KR 34 Chris Ivory (Jt) 
PR 37 Tyrone Justin (Fr) 


OFFENSE Navy was the first school in NCAA 
to lead the nation in rushing for three 
consecutive seasons, and the Midshipmen have 
a chance to make it four in a row because of 
the return of quarterback Kaipo-Noa 
Kaheaku-Enhada, slot back Shun White and 
fullback Eric Kettani. Navy averaged a school- 
record 444.1 yards per game last season, and 
much of that can be credited to Kaheaku- 
Enhada, whose average of 17.1 passing yards 
per completion is the best in school history. 
His six 100-yard rushing games are tied for 
fourth-most by a Navy quarterback, and his 
career interception percentage per pass attempt 
is third-best in school history. 

White, the teams most experienced slot 
back, has averaged a school-record 9.4 yards 
per carry throughout his career. Kertani, who 
has strength and speed, led Navy in rushing 
last season with 880 yards and was stopped in 
the backfield for a loss only once. The biggest 
change will involve Jarod Bryant, who will 
keep his role at backup quarterback but will 
also see time at slot back and punt returner. 
New coach Ken Niumatalolo wants and needs 
the shifty Bryant on the field, adding: “The 
kid is special with the ball in his hands. 
Unfortunately for him the guy in front of him 
(at quarterback) is pretty good, too. We don't 
want Jarod to sit on the bench. He is too 


valuable.” 


One of the biggest questions concerns is the 
offensive line, which must replace three full- 
time starters. Without a natural fit at center, 
Navy has moved Ricky Moore from tackle to 
center, Moore has not played more than 11 
plays in a game. Andy Lark is another 
possibility at center. 


histor 


The Midshipmen are 
32-4 over the last 
six years when 
leading at halftime. 


DEFENSE Navy needs to significantly bolster 
its defense, which ranked 106th 
nationally last season. Among the leaders are 
senior cornerbacks Rashawn King, who has 
good instincts, and Ketric Buffin, who is one 
of the team’s hardest hitters despite standing 
7". Buffin missed four games with an arm 
injury but still led the ream with four 
interceptions. 

Linebacker Clint Sovie and defensive back 
Jeff Deliz should also improve the defense after 
returning from injuries. 

End Michael Walsh will help anchor the 
line and serve as one of the defense’s leaders. 
He recorded three sacks in 2007. 


pass 


SPECIALISTS Placekicker Matt Harmon 
hopes to extend his current streak of 47 
consecutive extra points, which is tied for 
second-longest in school history. Harmon was 
also 6-of-10 on his field goal attempts last 
season. Considering Navy's offense moves the 
ball so effectively, punting isn’t a huge part of 
its game. Navy attempted the fewest punts 
(1.6 per game) in the country last season. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The well-regarded Paul 
Johnson is off to Georgia Tech, bur don't 
expect too many significant changes under 

jumatalolo, who will run the famed triple- 
option using several capable and experienced 


whose play is critical to the effectiven 
triple-option. 

The schedule is particularly challenging 
carly, which won't give the offensive line much 
time to adapt. Navy plays four of its first six 
games on the road. It is a new era in 
Annapolis, but Navy's hopes still rest with 
running the triple-option and capitalizing on 
opponents’ mistakes. 


A, 30. Towson W | A. 31 atTemple 

S. 5 at Ball State * |S. 7 at Rutgers 

S$. 13 at Duke * | s. 15 Ball State 

S27 alvaleforst «|S 22 Due 

. 27 at Wake Fores 

0. 4 at Air Force w = “4 salle 

0. 18 Pittsburgh L. | Seagvatittshuran 

rosea w | 0: 20 Wake Forest 

No 1 Temple w | 0. 27 Delaware 

N15 #Notre Dame * | N. 3 at Notre Dame 

N. 25 atNorthern Tlinois w | N. 10 at North Texas 

D. 6 army W | N17 No. Tinois 
#Baltimore, MD DL Army 
°6Phiadelphia, PA D. 20 #Utah 


Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor Linccates a projected win loss 


RECORD AT SCHOC 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


132 


#Poinsettia Bowl 


w 30-19 | Ga Per Game Rank 
L 41-24 | Scoring 393 ppg 10 
L (ot) 34-31 | Rushing 348.8 ypg 1 
W 46-43 | passing 953 yg ug 
W 31-20 | Total 444.1 ypg 2 
W 
WW. (0!) 4845 | pre Per Game Rank 
L424 ; 

Scoring 36.4 ppg 108 
Le SPB | Putin 1758 81 
W. (ot) 46-44 a see 

Passing 263.4 ypg 106 
be eedl no 4392) 99 
Ww 35-24 cae 
w 3¢-3 | Ea Per Game Rank 
L 35:32 | 2 ss cu 


(CAREER RECORD: 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


ine profe 


football is big busi 


a problem 


— First 


OFFENSE (4) 
‘89 Tyree Barnes (Sr.) 

24 Greg Sudderth (Sr) 

UT 60 Austin Mike (de) 

LG 72 Anthony Gaskins (Sr) 
C68 Ricky Moore (Sr) 

67 Curtis Bass (Jc) 

RT 75 Andrew McGinn (Sr) 

‘10 K. Kaheaku-Enhada (Sr.) 
FB 36 Eric Kettani (Sr) 

26 Shun White (St) 

29 Greg Shinego (St) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 38 Michael Walsh (Sr) 
NG 99 Nate Frazier (Jt) 
DE 59 Matt Nechak (Jt) 
OLB 5 Corey Johnson (St) 
WB 44 Clint Svie (Jr) 
WB 51 Ross Pospisil (ir) 
018 49 Craig Schaefer (Jr) 
CB 18 Rashawn King (Sr) 
(B11 Ketric Buffin (Sr) 
ROV 17 deff Deliz (Sr) 

FS 8 Wyatt Middleton (So.) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
kK 19 Matt Harmon (Sr) 
P 35 Kyle Delahooke (S0.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


‘Sacks: Michael Walsh, 3 


Interceptions: Ketric Buffin, 4 for $3 yds. 


(E)leicates mmber of returning starters» BOLD indicates returning starters 


aipo-Noa Kaheaku-Enhada, 98-55-952-5, 8TDs 
Rushing: Eric Kettani, 152 car, 880 yds. 10 TDs 

ee Barnes, 10 rec., 168 yds., 1 TD 

att Middleton, 88, 57 solo 


sion. Tundersta 
ith that.” 


ch Ken Niumatalolo 


81 Nick Henderson (dr) 

32 Greg dones (S0.) 

59 Matt Molloy 50.) 

64 Mike Von Bargen (St) 

53. Andy Lark (dr) 

79 Osei Asante (Jr) 

65 Sander Gossard (Sr) 
2 Jarod Bryant (Sr) 

45 Kevin Campbell (Jr) 

32 Greg Jones (S0.) 

42 Andre Byrd (So.) 


77 Maurice Cumbertand (Sa) 
69 Jordan Stephens (Jr) 
97 Kyle Bookhout (Jr) 

34 Ram Vela (Jr) 

50 Tony Haberer (Jr) 

52 Jordan Eddington (Jt) 
46 Travis Sudderth (S0,) 
15 Kevin Edwards (S0.) 
1 Blake Carter (Jr) 

3 Jesse Twuji (dt) 

37 Darius Terry (Jr) 


KR 25 Emmett Merchant (So) 
PR 2Jarod Bryant (Sr) 


Sie aoe 
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E For the first time since 2002 — 
when Jay Cutler, then a redshirt freshman, 
beat out junior Benji Walker — there is some 
mystery as to who the starting quarterback will 
be for Vanderbilt's season-opener. Will it be 
senior Chris Nickson, who struggled through 
various injuries in a disappointing 2007 
season, or Mackenzi Adams, a junior who 
started the final six games last fall? At his best, 
Nickson is the better player, but Adams plays 
with toughness and is a more vocal leader. 
Coach Bobby Johnson doesn’t plan on naming 
a starter until the fall, but the best guess is that 
the job in Nickson’s to lose. 

Vanderbilt’ rushing numbers were decent 
last year — the top three backs combined for 
1,207 yards on a 4.0 average — but the 
Commodores lacked a big-play threat in the 
backfield. Johnson didn’t name a post-spring 
starter, but the general feeling is that junior 
Jared Hawkins, who has averaged 5.5 yards per 
carry in a reserve role the past two seasons, has 
surged past Jeff Jennings, a senior who has 
struggled to regain his form after tearing his 
ACL late in the 2006 season. 


‘Only two Vanderbilt offensive linemen 
have been drafted since 1986 — Justin 
Geisinger (sixth round, 2004) and Chris 
Williams (first round, 2008). 


‘The loss of Earl Bennett, the SEC’ all-time 
receptions leader, and Alex Washington, a 
junior who tore his ACL in the spring, lea 
the Commodores a bit short-handed ac 
receiver. There are two known quantities — 
fifth-year seniors George Smith and Sean 
Walker — bur Johnson will be scarching for 
some playmakers during preseason camp. 
Starting cornerback D.J. Moore is expected to 
play a much larger role in the offense this fall. 

Despite losing all five starters on the 
off anderbile will feature a vereran 
group that surprisingly has a decent amount of 
experience. 


sive line, 


WD) 


Johnson doesn’t hesitate when 
asked what is his biggest concern heading into 
the fall. “Depth on the defensive line,” he says. 
Vanderbilt lost three starters, including both 
tackles, from a group that helped the Dores 
rank 16th in the nation in total defense. There 
is some quality among the starters 
notably playmaking end Broderick Stewart 
and emerging tackle Greg Billinger. 

Despite the loss of two solid veterans at 
linebacker — Marcus Buggs and second-team 
All-SEC pick Jonathan Goff — Johnson 
expects his linebacking corps to be a team 
strength. The steady Patrick Benoist will move 
to the middle to replace Goff. Strong-side 
backer John Stokes impressed the coaching 
staff during spring drills. 

The Commodores should field the school’s 
best defensive backfield in over a decade. The 
2008 unit features four returning. starters, 
highlighted by Moore, a first-team All 
pick as a sophomore. 


most 


Placekicker Bryant Hahnfelde 
struggled through a disappointing junior 
season. He converted only 13-of-20 kicks and 
has made 21-of-37 over the past two seasons. 
Incoming freshman Ryan Fowler will have a 
chance to win the job. Vanderbilt ranked last 
in the SEC in net punting (32.8 per), bur 
Johnson was pleased with Brett Upson’s work. 
He averaged 39.2 yards on his 61 attempts and 
downed 22 punts inside the 20-yard line. 


‘The Commodores should 
be stout on defense, but there are some 
significant issues on offense. A unit that 
ranked 103rd in the nation in total yards must 
forge ahead without Bennett and all five 
starters on the offensive line. Also, 
uncertainty at quarterback is a concern. 

Vanderbilt should remain a rough out on 
most Saturdays, but the pieces don't appear to 
be in place this fall to end the school’ streak of 
25 straight losing seasons. 


the 


2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (5-7, 2-6) 
A, 28 at Miami (OH) * |S. 1 Richmond W 41-17 | PerGame Rank 
S. 4 South Carolina L |S. 8 Alabama L_ 24-10 | ‘Scoring 217 ppg 9 
S. 13 Rice W |S. 15 Ole Miss W 31-17 | Rushing 1502 ypg 9 
S. 20 at Ole Miss * |S. 29 Eastern Michigan W 30-7 | Passing 176.4 ypa 7 
0. 4 Auburn L | 0. 6 at Auburn L 35-7 | Total 326.6 ypg 103 
0. 11 at Mississippi State L | 0. 13 Georgia L 2-7 Boas PerGame Rank 
0. 18 at Georgia L | 0. 20 atSouth Carolina W 17-6 | Scoring 226 ppg 32 
0. 25 Duke W | 0. 27 Miami (OH) W 24-13 | Rushing 1282 ypg 2 
N. 8 Florida L | N. 3 atFlorida L 49-22 | Passing 197.1 ypg 18 
N. 15 at Kentucky L | N. 10 Kentucky L_ 27-20 | Total 3253 yg 16 
N. 22. Tennessee L | N. 17 atTennessee L 3-24 PerGame Rank 
N. 29. at Wake Forest L | N. 24 Wake Forest L 3-7 2 “7 B 


ames in bold represent swing games 
Wor L indicates 3 projected win or ls 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


| ¢ 70 Bradley Vierling (Jt) 


OFFENSE (4) 

WR. 80 Justin Wheeler (Jc) 23 Udom Umoh (Fr) 

WR_ 88 George Smith (Sr) 25 Jamie Graham (Fr) 
WR 7 Sean Walker (Sr.) 26 Andrew Diomande (Sr) 


LT 76 Thomas Welch (Jt) 
UG _73 Ryan Custer (dr) 


65 Kyle Fischer (Fr) 
61 Nick Forte (Jr) 
71 Joey Bailey (S0.) 
65 Kyle Fischer (Fr) 

77 dames Wiliams (Fr) 
82 Justin Green (So) 

9 Mackenzi Adams (Jr) 
21 deff Jennings (Sr) 


RG 70 Drew Gardner (Je) 
RT 66 Eric Hensley (dt) 

TE 85 Jake Bradford (dc) 
QB 3 Chris Nickson (Sx) 
RB 31 dared Hawkins (Jr) 


DEFENSE (5) 

DE 96 Steven Stone (dt) 
DT 98 Greg Bilinger (dr) 
DT 58 Adam Smotherman (So) 
DE 90 Broderick Stewart (Jt) 
LB _ 35 Brandon Bryant (Jr) 
LB 30 Patrick Benoist (Jr) 
LB 49 dohn Stokes (So.) 

CB 5 Myron Lewis (dr) 
CB 17 Dw. Moore (dr) 
SS_33 Reshard Langford (Sr) 
FS 2 Ryan Hamilton (Jr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K _ 8 Bryant Hahnfeldt (Sr) 
P 39 Brett Upson (dr) 


| 

| 

| 

| 

RETURNING LEADERS | 
Passing: Mackenzi Adams, 182-101-1,043-6, 9 Ds | 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


89 Teriall Brannon (S0.) 
9 Derrius Dowell (ir) 
62 Tu. Greenstone (Ft) 
98 Theron Kadri (S0.) 
52 Nate Campbell (S0,) 
43 Chris Marve (Fr) 
91. Austin Newton (50, 
20 Jared Fagan (St) 
16 Alan Strong (S0,) 

11 Brent Tice (dr) 

29 Joel Caldwell (Jt) 


KR 17 DJ. Moore (Jr) 
PR 80 Justin Wheeler (Jt) 


Rushing: Jeff Jennings, 96 car, 346 yds., 2TDs 
Receiving: George Smith, 32 rec., 397 yds., 31Ds 
Tackles: D.J. Moore, 83, 63 solo 

Sacks: Broderick Stewart, 6 

Interceptions: Dd. Moore, 6 for 53 yds. 


(1 tnictes numberof returing starter «BOLD ntcates turing starters 
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OFFENSE The Cardinal have questions to 
answer, and they start at quarterback, where 
returner Tavita Pritchard is in a battle with 
Michigan transfer Jason Forcier and highly 
regarded sophomore Alex Loukas for the job. 
Pritchard will go down in Stanford lore as the 
quarterback who led the Cardinal to their 
historic upset of USC, but overall he threw 
only five touchdown passes against nine 
interceptions, Coach Jim Harbaugh has 
opened up the competition, and even said 
highly routed incoming freshman Andrew 
Luck could be in the mix. 

Stanford also has some holes to fill at wide 
receiver, as the Cardinal lose top threats Mark 
Bradford and Evan Moore, Junior Richard 
Sherman is blessed with potential he hasn't yet 
realized, and Doug Baldwin showed promise 
as a true freshman last year, 

Stanford has a deep corps of running backs 
returning, Anthony Kimble and Toby Gerhart 
each missed significant time last season 
because of injuries, and ‘Tyrone McGraw and 
Jeremy Stewart will push for playing time. 


41 


The line has plenty of experience but also 
must replace center Tim Mattran, a sixth-year 
enior last year who was the rock of the unit, 
cond-team Pac-10 selection Alex Fletcher 
will likely slide from right guard to fill the 
void. 


The Cardinal were 41-point 
underdogs when they upset 
USC 24-23 last season. 


DEFENSE Stanford returns nine starters from 
last season, led by linebackers Clinton Snyder, 
Pat Maynor and Chike Amajoyi. Snyder was 
among the Pac-10 leaders in almost every 
defensive statistical category last season, and he 
also exhibited the ability to play inside and 
out. Snyder should start the season at middle 
linebacker, flanked by Maynor and Amajoyi. 


‘The Cardinal have some impact players up 
front, with defensive tackle Ekom Udofia and 
end Panel Egboh. Udofia had a terrific 2006 
but was hampered by injuries last season. 
Egboh registered 13.5 tackles for a loss and six 
sacks, 

‘Two of the three Stanford defensive players 
to start every game last season are in the 
secondary, where free safety Bo McNally 
finished second in the conference with 114 
tackles. Austin Yancy also got the nod in every 
game at strong safety, and backup Taylor 
Skaufel had an encouraging season as a true 
freshman. 


SPECIALISTS The Cardinal are starting over 
on special teams, Gone are four-year punter 
Jay Ottovegio and placekicker Derek Belch. 
Highly regarded redshirt freshman David 
Green is expected to one or both 
positions. Stanford is looking for a new full- 
time kick returner, although Kimble, McGraw 
and Baldwin all have some experience 
handling the duties. 


ke ov 


FINALANALYSIS Since the expectations were 
so low, Stanford earned some respect from last 
season's 4-8 mark, The Cardinal were coming 
0 on and brought in a new 
coach who had no experience on the EBS level. 
But Stanford’s players responded to 
Harbaugh's enthusiasm and got on the road 
back to respectability 

‘The task at hand — continuing to work its 
way back up the Pac-10 hierarchy — will not 
be easy. The good news is the Cardinal are 
loaded with experience, and those players have 
been around to help change the culture. The 
question is whether those players are good 
enough to compete with the conference’ 
upper-echelon teams. 

Stanford's historic upset of USC last season 
will be a reminder to everyone involved in the 
program of what can be accomplished. 
Unforcunately, so will its loss to Notre Dame. 


a one-win si 


1 Washington State 
8 at Oregon 

15 usc 

22. at California 


Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor Linicates a projected win or loss 


3 Washington 


24 Notre Dame 
1 California 


2 2007 
A. 28 Oregon State * 1S. 1 UCLA 

S. 6 at Arizona State L | S. 15 San Jose State 
S. 13 atTCU L |S. 22 Oregon 

S. 20 San Jose State W | S. 29 Arizona State 
S. 27 at Washington L | 0. 6 atusc 

0. 4 at Notre Dame L | 0. 13 TCU 

0. LL Arizona L | 0. 20 at Arizona 

0. 18 at UCLA L | 0. 27 at Oregon State 
N. bd 8 

Ne LIN 

N. LIN 

Ne L}o 
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10 at Washington State 


6) F 
L 45-17 | (Ns Per Game Rank 
W 37-0 | Scoring 19.6 ppg 105 
L 55-31 | Rushing 111.2 ypg 102 
L 41-3 | Passing 211.3 ypg 70 
W 24-23 | Total 322.5 ypg 107 
L 38-36 | DE Per Game Rank 
W 21-20 | Scoring 28.3 ppg 65 
L 23-6 | Rushing 169.3 ypg 7 
L 27-9 | Passing 266.2 ypg. 107 
L 33417 | Total 435.5 ypg 98 
Sea TO Margin Per Game Rank 
W 20-13 | +3 Pe) 36 


THE QUOTE 

‘Jim Harbaugh is going to say and do what he 

feels, Most times when he runs his mouth, he’s 

Usually been able to back it up, going all the way 
to Michigan.” 


‘An opposing Pac-L0 assistant coach 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 9 Richard Sherman (Jr) 
WR 89 Doug Baldwin (50) 
LT 67 Allen Smith (Sr) 
LG 65 Gustav Rydstedt (St) 
C 60 Alex Fletcher (Sr.) 
RG 71 Andrew Phillips (So,) 
RT 63 Chris Marinelli (Jr) 
TE 83 Jim Dray (Jr) 

QB 14 Tavita Pritchard (Jr) 
FB 48 Owen Marecic (So.) 
RB 5 Anthony Kimble (St) 


DEFENSE (9) 

DE 91 Pannel Egboh (Sr) 
NT 54 Ekom Udofia (dr) 
DT 39 Brian Bulcke (dr) 
DE 80 Erik Lorig (Jr) 
LB 43 Chike Amajoyi (So.) 
LB 20 Clinton Snyder (Jr) 
LB 44 Pat Maynor (Sr.) 
CB 6 Wopamo Osaisai (Sr) 
CB 24 Kris Evans (Jt) 
SS 22 Bo McNally (Jr) 
FS 23 Austin Yancy (dr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 38 David Green (Fr) 
P 38 David Green (Fr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Tavita Pritchard, 194-97-1,114-9, 5 TDs 
Rushing: Anthony Kimble, 115 car, 509 yds., 8TDs 
Receiving: Richard Sherman, 39 rec., 651 yds, 4TDs 
Tackles: Bo MeNally, 114,71 solo 

Sacks: Clinton Snyder, 8 

Interceptions: Bo McNally, 2for 46 yds. 


(Indicates umber of turing tarts BOLD iat returning starters 


38 Ryan Whalen (So.) 
85 Nate Wilcox-Fogel (St) 
76 Ben Muth (Sr) 

72 Chase Beeler (Jt) 

72 Chase Beeler (Jr) 

70 Bert McBride (So.) 

61 Matt Kopa (Jr) 

‘84 Austin Guncler (Sr) 
15 Alex Loukas (So.) 

47 Josh Catron (Jr) 

31 Tyrone MeGraw (So) 


99 Levirt Griffin (ir) 
98 Matthew Masifilo (Fr) 
98 Matthew Masifilo (Fr) 
94 Tom Keiser (Fr) 

50 Nick Macaluso (So.) 
42, Will Powers (Jr) 

57 Max Bergen (Fr) 

37 Mark Mueller (S0.) 
26 Corey Gatewood (So.) 
32 Sean Wiser (Fr) 

40 Taylor Skaufel So.) 


KR 89 Doug Baldwin (So.) 
PR 89 Doug Baldwin (So.) 


ATHLON* SPORTS* COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


OFFENSE Quarterback Nate Davis entered 
Ball State as the MAC's top overall recruit two 
years ago and has lived up to the hype. Davis 
is coming off of a sensational season in which 
he passed for 30 touchdowns (with only six 
interceptions) and averaged 282 passing yards 
per game. He led an offense that set five school 
records last season. 

MiQuale Lewis returns as top option at 
tailback after averaging a shade under five 
yards per carry during an injury-riddled 2007 


season. When Lewis is healthy, he is capable of 


consistently leading the ground attack for the 
Cardinals. Frank Edmonds is a capable 
backup. Overall, Ball State averaged 148.9 
yards per game on the ground. “We need to 
develop a real consistent threat in the 
backfield,” coach Brady Hoke says. 

The entire receiving corps returns. It’s a 
group that helped Ball State lead the MAC in 
passing yards last fall. Senior Dante Love 
continues to be one of the most versatile — 
and productive — talents in the MAC. Love 
had 1,398 receiving yards while adding 192 on 
the ground, with 11 total touchdowns. 


Andre Ramsey, Dan Gerberry and Robert 
Brewster are each third-year starters who form 
a solid nucleus along the offensive line. The 
only area of concern would be consistent run- 
blocking, “We need to be more physical at the 
point of attack, but we are much deeper here, 
no question,” Hoke says. 


Dante Love led the MAC in three categories 
last year — receptions per game (7.7), 
receiving yards per game (107.5) and all- 
purpose yards per game (206.9). 


DEFENSE After Ball State ranked 106th in the 
nation in rush defense, much improvement is 
needed along the front line. This may be 
difficult, since the players who make up the 
two-deep average less than 260 pounds per 


man. There is a lot of experience, however, 
with the of seven 
Brandon Crawford is solid and led the team in 
tackles for a loss and sacks. He is a 32-year old 
former U.S. Marine 

‘Fwo scasons ago the linebacking corps was a 
concern, but now it has become the strength of 
the defense, Bryant Haines is the leader of this 
group after second-team all- 
conference honors and accounting for 125 
total tackles last season 

BJ. Hill, Trey Lewis and ‘Tre 
return to stock the cornerback posi 
has earned three letters, and collectively they 
totaled 200 tackles and 11 interceptions in 
2007. Hill earned second-team all-conference 
honors last year. Hard-hitting Alex Knipp 
returns at strong safety after carning third- 
team all-conference honors. He was the teams 
third-leading tackler. 


return letterwinners. 


earning 


SPECIALISTS Chris Miller ranked third in the 
country last year, averaging 45.3 yards per 
punt last season. He is a legitimate All- 
America candidate. Jake Hogue handled most 
of the kickoffs, while he and Ian McGarvey 
shared the placekicking duties. Combined they 
were only 18-of-28 on field goal attempts. 
Love is a dangerous kick returner. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Ball State took a major step 
forward in 2007, making the leap from an 
afterthought in the MAC to a championship 
contender. The Cardinals, who went to a bow! 
game for the first time since 1996, return nine 
starters to an offense that averaged 31.5 points 
per game. In addition, for the first time in 
several seasons, Ball Stare plays a manageable 
non-conference schedule that includes no 
major BCS powers. 

The defense, however, gave up over 200 
yards per game on the ground and allowed 24 
rushing touchdowns. Thar must improve if 
Hoke’s team plans on moving up in the league 
standings. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (7-6, 5-2) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A.28 Northeastern Ww] A30 Mami(OH) L123 | ER ae Game Rank 
S. 5 Navy * | S. 8 atE Michigan W 38-16 | Scoring 315 ppg 3 
$.13 at Akron W | S.15 atNay W (0!) 34-31 | Rushing 1489 ypg a 
$.20 at Indiana L | $.22 atNebraska = L_ 41-40 | Passing 284.9 ypg 2 
S.27 Kent State w | 5.29 Buffalo W 49-14 | Total 433.9 yog 3 
0. 4 atToledo w_| 0. 6 C. Michigan PERSE Defense Per Game Rank 
0.11 atWestern Kentucky w | 0-13 W.Kentucky = Wo 35-12 | “coring 783 ppg 68 
0.25 Eastern Michigan © w | 9-20 atWi Michigan Wo 27-23 | aching 2043 ypa 106 
N. 5 Northern Ilinois — w | 0-27 at linois Lb 2BV7 | passing 728.0 ypg 38 
N11 atMiami(oH) © '| N- 3 atindiana L 36-20 | total 4323 ypg % 
N.19 at Central Michigan * | N13 Toledo == W 1-20 

= TO Margin Per Game Rank 
N.25 Western Michigan + | N-24 atNo.tliois w 27-21 | EM = * 
Games in bold represent swing games se # Rutgers E nea 
Wort nests preted wh ots # International Bowl 
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H_ DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


le a4 
DANTE LOVE ‘ 


THE QUOTE 


We've gotten better, but we always had the 
goal of winning the MAC hip, and we 
have not done that yet, plain and simple 


hampio! 


Coach Brady Hoke 


OFFENSE (9) 


‘86 Dante Love (Sr) 
4 Daniel Ifft(S0.) 

79 Andre Ramsey (St) 
74 Michael Switzer (S0.) 
52 Dan Gerberry (St) 
51 Kyle Cornwell (Sr) 

71 Robert Brewster (St) 

‘88 Darius Hill (Sr) 

‘82 Madaris Grant (dr) 
13 Nate Davis (dr) 

33 MiQuale Lewis (dr) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 90 Brandon Crawford (Jr) 
NG 95 Rene Perry (So) 

DT 65 Drew Duffin (de) 

DE _ 85 Justin Woodard (So) 
SLB_99 Kenny Meeks (Sr) Antonio Beasley (St) 
MLB 11 Wendell Brown (Sc) 48. Spain Cosby (dr) 

WLB 49 Bryant Haines (Sr) 32 Lorren Womack (Fr) 
CB 12 Trey Lewis (St) 8 Trey Buice (Sr) 

CB 3 Bu. Hill (Sr) 20 Brandon Carnegie (So.) 
SS 38 Alex Knipp (ur) 25 Sean Baker (Fr) 

FS 6 DerrickHenry (So) __31. Dane Cook (So) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 26 Tan McGarvey (So) 
P35 Chris Miller (Sc) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Nate Davis, 478-270-3,667-6, 3070s 
Rushing: Frank Edmonds, 140 car, 529 yds., 6TDs 
te Love, 100 rec. 1,398 yds., 10D 
Tackles: Bryant Haynes, 125, 65 solo 
Sacks: Brandon Craviford, 
Interceptions: Bd. Hl, 5 for 43 yds. 
(2) cates ruber of eaning tarts BOLD ints tui sates 


87 Myles Trempe (So) 
81. Louis Johnson (Sr) 
‘Adam Cole (St) 

73_ Lance Helton (So.) 
‘Jordan Applegate (Jr) 
Kreg Hunter (Fr) 
Travis Arnold (S0.) 
Drew Sharick (Fr) 
Kevin Steinhaus (Fr) 
Kelly Page (Fr) 

Frank Edmonds (Sa) 


‘Jermaine Houston (Sr) 
Troy Davis (So.) 
Gonzalo Barinaga (St) 
Drew Duffin (Fr.) 


KR 3. Bu. Hill (Sr) 
PR 86 Dante Love (Sr) 


OFFENSE Only five starters return, but New 
Mexico won't have to learn a new scheme after 
changing offenses in 2005, ’06 and ’07. Dave 
Baldwin’ return as coordinator will lessen the 
learning curve of integrating the new starters. 

Quarterback Donovan Porterie should 
benefit the most fom the continuity. He has a 
12-6 record as a starter. Last season, Porterie 
became the Lobos’ first 3,000-yard passer since 
1994, UNM also returns two-time All- 
Mountain West Conference tailback Rodney 
Ferguson, who has rushed for nearly 2,500 
yards over the last two seasons. He was 
embarrassed after being ruled academically 
ineligible for the New Mexico Bowl last season 
and will look to redeem himself, 

‘The offensive line situation, despite the loss 
of four starters, may not be as dire as it 
appears. The lone returner, Erik Cook, 
replaced Sylvester Hatten at tackle midway 
through last season when Hatten left the team 
for personal reasons. Hatten is back, and Cook 
can play any position on the line. Solving the 
wide receiver riddle, however, will be daunting 
— two 1,000-yard receivers (Marcus Smith 
and Travis Brown) must be replaced. ‘The 
Lobos need more production and consistency 
from Jermaine McQueen and hope junior 
college transfer Bryant Williams can step in 


immediately. 


DEFENSE ‘The Lobos’ rotation cases the chore 
of finding six new starters — except at 
linebacker, UNM graduated four of the six 
players in last year’s mix, including all three of 
the starters. Seniors Zach Arnett, undersized at 
middle linebacker, and Herbert Felder have 
experience, but their supporting cast will be 
green. 


The Lobos’ 9-4 campaign in 
2007, their most successful 
season in 10 years, lifted 
coach Rocky Long's career gy 
record to .500 at 61-61. 


UNM was No. 13 in the country in total 
defense last season, thanks largely to an 
improved defensive line. The Lobos lost a lot 
of production at defensive end, but senior 
Kevin Balogun and junior Phillip Harrison 
have waited for their chance ro become starters 
alongside returning nosetackle Wesley Beck. 

Cornerbacks coach and new coordinator 
‘Troy Reffert will ride veteran starters DeAndre 
Wright and Glover Quin. Both have had solid 
careers; Reffett says they must have 
dominating senior seasons in UNM's blitz 
scheme that relies heavily on man coverage for 
the defense to have success in 2008. 

A leader must emerge at secondary, but lobo 
backs — UNM’ glorified version of the free 
safety — Ian Clark and Clint MePeek form a 
formidable tandem at a position crucial to 
coach Rocky Long's 3-3-5 defense. 


SPECIALISTS Kicker, punter and  deep- 
snapper spots all are open. Walk-ons Drew 
Zamora and Adam Miller are the leading 
candidates at kicker and punter, respectively. 
UNM should expect a dropoff from 2007. 
Wright has shown flashes of being a dangerous 
kick returner, and Frankie Solomon will get 
another chance fielding punts. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Despite the turnover, the 
Lobos like their chances of extending their run 
of bowl-cligible seasons to eight. On offense, 
Porterie and Ferguson are key building blocks, 
as are Wright and Quin defensively, A 
productive, injury-free fall camp will be critical 
because of UNM’: brutal early season schedule 
— home inst league rival TCU and 
BCS foes Texas A&M and Arizona, followed 
by a road trip to Conference USA stalwart 
Tulsa. If the Lobos can break even on those 
games and avoid the injury bug, they could be 
a force in the conference race. An MWC 
championship, however, will be a tall order 
considering that the Lobos are playing a 12- 
game schedule without a bye week. 


a 
A. 30 TCU L | s. 1 aturer L 10-6 | Per Game ank 
S. 6 Texas A&M L_| S. 8 NewMexico State W 44-34 | Scoring 247 ppg 9 
$. 13 Arizona L | S. 15 at Arizona W. 29-27 | Rushing 135.9 ypg 78 
S. 20 atTulsa L | S. 22 Sacramento State W 58-0 | Passing 236.2 yog 52 
S. 27 at New Mexico State w | S: 29 BYU L 31-24 | Total 3721 ypa 76 
0. 4 Wyoming +S Setiooming ets ae Per Game Rank 
Pera {| 0. 20 atSan Diego State W. 20-17 | "Soong or 7 
0. 18 San Diego State w | % 25 Air Force W 3431 | Rushing 1225 ypg % 
0.23 at Air Force ¢) |) Neda Gl L 3% 0 | passing 1974 yp9 20 
N. 10 Colorado State = W. 26-23 
N. 1 Utah L Total 3199 ypg B 
N. 17 at Utah L 28-10 
N. 8 at UNLV Ww iS TO Margin Per Game Rank 
sais ecCuneiay Se wnt cn W 27-6 
. 15. at Colorado State Laer Ww 0/9 00 55 
sed ptt rd tin 
Wort mscstess ported wn or bes #New Mexico Bowl 
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THE QUOTE 


“They've establi 


ed a Winning tradition with 
Rocky (Long). But they don’t have the 


ame 


layers TCU has. They don’t have the same 
players BYU has. They've almost got to pla 


perf 


t and have some breaks to hi 


a chan 


to win a conference championship.” 


An opposing MWC as 


OFFENSE (5) 

WR 3 Jermaine McQueen (St) 
84 Bryant Wiliams (So. 
5 Daryl Jones (Jt) 

LT 64 Sylvester Hatten (Sr) 
1G 69 Erik Cook (dn) 

€ 70 Ben Contreras (Jr) 
RG 66 Joshua Taufalele (Jt) 
RT 74 Byron Bell (Fr) 

TE 85 Chris Mark (Sr) 

QB 15 Donovan Porterie (Jr) 
RB 21 Rodney Ferguson (St.) 


DEFENSE (6) 

DE 93 Kevin Balogun (St) 
NT 92 Wesley Beck (Sr) 
DE 62 Philip Harrison (Jt) 
OLB 50 Herbert Felder (Sr) 
MLB 49 Zach Arnett (St) 
OLB 45 Terel Anyaibe (S0.) 
CB 19 Glover Quin (Sr) 

CB 2 DeAndre Wright (Sr) 
Lobo 30 lan Clark (Jr) 
$96 Frankie Solomon (Jt) 
$29 Blake Ligon (Sr) 


nt coach’ 


18 Chris Hernandez (So.) 
8 Roland Bruno (Jr) 
82 Jonathan Brooks (Sr) 
78 Ivan Hernandez (Jr) 
56 Mike Cannon (S0.) 
69 Erik Cook (Jr) 

65 Derek Tallent (S0.) 
73 Karlin Givens (Jr) 
86 Mitch Straub (Jr) 

10 Brad Gruner (Fr) 

22 Paul Baker (St) 


98 DeAndre Davis (Jt) 
94 Jeremiah Lovato (Sr) 
53 Kendall Briscoe (Jr) 
58 Carmen Messina (Fr) 

Tray Hardaway (Ut), 
£88 Johnathan Rainey (Fr) 
24 Jerome Jenkins (S0,) 
20 Abdullah Konte (So.) 
11 Clint MePeek (Jr) 
37 Mica Wiliams (Ft) 
26 Frankie Baca (Ur) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K Drew Zamora (Fr) 
P90 Adam Miller (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Donovan Porterie, 418-244-3,006-9, 15 TDs 
Rushing: Rodney Ferguson, 292 car, 1,177 yds. 131Ds 
Receiving: Roland Bruno, 21 rec., 186 yds., OTD 
Tackles: Ian Clark, 79, 36 solo 

Sacks: Zach Arnett, 2 

Interceptions: DeAndre Wright, 3 for 67 yds. 


KR 2 DeAndre Wright (Sc) 
PR 96 Franke Solomon (dr) 


(4) Inet numberof returning starters» BOLD ists returning starters 


‘in Betancourt 
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SReAWatHon wae foros t6 repli 
head coach June Jones, quarterback Colt 
nan, all four starting receivers and All- 
erica left guard Hercules Sarele. 

The cupboard isn't bare at quarterback for 
new coach Greg McMackin. Senior Tyler 
Graunke, who backed up Brennan for three 
seasons, has been waiting — and waiting — 
for the opportunity. Graunke has seen action 
in 25 games, including rallying the Warriors to 
cory at Nevada last year. He will be pressed 
by junior Inoke Funaki and two incoming 
junior college transfers, Greg Alexander and 
Brent Rausch. Whoever emerges will rake the 
reins of an offense that retains four-wide 
characteristics but puts the quarterback back 
under center instead of in a shorgun and 
employs more of a running game. 

The now-covered running back position, 
which had been more of a glorified blocker 
under Jones, is wide open with last 
starter, Kealoha Pilares, moving to slorback. 
David Farmer, Leon Wright-Jackson, Mario 
Cox and Daniel Libre all figure to see time. 


avi 


ars 


With the departure of senior 


starters Davone Bess, Ryan Grice- 
Mullins, Jason Rivers and C.J. 
Hawthorne, the Warriors lose 44 


touchdown receptions from 2007. 


Replacing four receivers, three of them 1,100- 
plus yard producers, figures ro ake a village. 
Greg Salas, Malcolm Lane, Pilares, Aaron Bain 
and Michael Washington all have 
bur need to click early with the quarterback. 

AIL-WAC center John Estes anchors the line. 
Keith AhSoon, who started 13 games at tackle, 
is being tried at guard, and Keoni Steinhoff, 
who held down right tackle, should retain his 
spot. Lafu Tuioti-Mariner and Raphael leru 
battle for the right guard spor, while Ray 
nd Laupepa Letuli figure to sort out 


en action 


DEFENSE ‘The Warriors recurn the foundation 
ive unit in nearly 15 years. 
C linebackers Adam Leonard and 
Solomon Elimimian anchor a solid front 
seven, but a secondary thar must replace both 
cornerbacks and lacks depth is 

Ryan Mouton figures to lock down the left 
cornerback slot while JoPierre Davis, an 
emerging performer, has a leg up on the right. 
Keao Monteilh and Desmond Thomas lay 
claim to the strong and free safety positions 
they held much of last season. 

Last season's defensive line depth will play 
dividends this time around, limiting the 
impact of the loss of three starters. Defensive 
tackle Fale Laeli, coming off offseason knee 
surgery, is the only returning starter, but end 
David Veikune was first-team All-WAC 
despite being almost exclusively a reserve. 


concern. 


SPECIALISTS Kicker Dan Kelly won one 
game and sent another into overtime with 40- 
yard-plus field goals last season and figures to 
plenty of action this year as well. Punter 
Tim Grasso and long snapper Jake Ingram 
have been stellar. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Lasc year Hawaii and its 
followers rode a “We believe!” credo to the 
school’s best season, a 12-1 record, first 
WAC tide and inaugural BCS 
appearance. This time, both believing and 
winning will be considerably more challengin 
Still, the Warriors — and their fans — think a 
return to the postseason is a possibility. 

To carn the necessary. s 
clinch a berth in the Sheraton Hawaii Bowl, 
the Warriors will need to survive an arduous 
early schedule that sends them to Florida and 
Oregon State, and they'll need to continue to 
win on the road in conference. 

McMackin was the team’s defensive 
coordinator, working wonders on that side of 
the ball. This season, he must replace 14 
starters — and do it in a hurry. 


outright 


en victories to 


a 


A. 30 at Florida L|S. 2.No.Colorado W 63-6 | (aaa Per Game Rank 
S. 6 Weber State W | S. 8 at Louisiana Tech W (ot) 45~44 | ‘Scoring 43.4 ppg 1 
S,13 at Oregon State * | S. 15 at UNLV W 49-14} Rushing 726 ypa 16 
S. 27 San Jose State W |S. 23 CharlestonSo. W 66-10 Passing 4395 ypg 2 
0, 4 at Fresno State L | s. 29 at Idaho W 48-20} Total 5121 yog 3 
0, 11. Louisiana Tech W]O. 7 UtshState = W 52-37 | prom Per Gure Tan 
0, 17 at Boise State U] 0, 12 atSan Jose St. W (at) 42-35 | scoring 755 p09 6 
0.25 Nevada * | 0. 28 NewMexico St. W 50-13] 9, 134) 
: : ushing 1338 ypg 41 

N. 1 at Utah State WN. 10 Fresno State W 37-30] 5. 

. ssing 214.0 ypg 7 
N. 8 atNew Mexico State W | N. 16 at Nevada W 28-26 | soe creel at 
N. 22 Idaho WN. 23 BoiseState = W 39-27 bo) 
N. 29 Washington State D. 1 Washington Ww 35-29 | MIE Per Game Rank 
D. 6 Cincinnati *] 4 1 #Georgia t  a-o} * ~46 % 

Wort ineaes spiel wn or se +#Sugar Bowl 
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OFFENSE (3) 

WR 1 Greg Salas (So) 

WR 89 Malcolm Lane (Jt) 

UT 64 Ray Hisatake (Jr) 

LG 62 Keith AhSoon (Sr) 
C55 John Estes (dr) 

RG 51 Lafu TuiotiMariner (Se) 
RT 78 Keoni Steinhoff (Se) 77 Aaron Kia (Jr) 
QB 6 Tyler Graunke (Sc) ‘11. Tnoke Funaki (Jt) 
SB 5 Michael Washington (St) 85 Aaron Bain (Sr) 
‘SB 21 Kealoha Pilares (So) Dustin Blount (Jt) 
RB 4 Leon Wright-Jackson (Jr) 26 Daniel Libre (Sr) 


DEFENSE (5) 

DE _94 David Veikune (Sr) 
DT 96 Fale Laeli (Sr) 
DT 93 Keala Watson (Sr) 
DE 58 John Fonoti (Jr) 46 Victor Clore (ir) 
OLB 44 Adam Leonard (Sr.) 8 Tyson Kafentzis (Sr) 
MLB 17 Solomon Elimimian (Sr) 13 Brashton Satele (Jr) 


84 Joe Avery (Fr) 
Jovonte Taylor (Jt) 
50 Laupepa Letui (Jr) 
63 Brysen Ginlack (S0.) 
61 Austin Hansen (Fr) 
74 Raphael Teru (dr) 


33 Cu, Allen-Jones (Sr) 
92 Rocky Savaiigaea (Jr) 
99 Josh Leonard (Sr) 


O18 53 Blaze Soares (dr) 59 Rul. Kiesel-Kauhane (dr) 
8 2 Ryan Mouton (St) 23 Calvin Roberts (Sr) 

CB 16 doPierre Davis (Jt) 3. Jameet Dowling (St) 
$S_ 35 Keao Monteith (Sc) __7. Erik Robinson (St) 

FS 24 Desmond Thomas (Sr) 30 Dane Porlas (Sr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 86 Dan Kelly (Sr) 
P 49 TimGrasso (&:) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Tyler Graunke, 137-90-1,234-6, 10 TDs 
Rushing: Kealoha Pilares, 68 car, 388 yds., 3TDs 
Receiving: Kealoha Pilares, 26 rec., 249 yds., 11D 
Tackles: Solomon Elimimian, 141, 68 solo 

‘Sacks: David Veikune, 7 

Interceptions: Adam Leonard, 4 for 117 yds. 


(© eseates number of retuing staters + BOLD indicates returning starters 


KR 89. Malcolm Lane (Jr) 
PR 5 Michael Washington (Sc) 
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OFFENSE The Gophers have some holes that 
need to be filled, but the offense should be 
more efficient in Year 2 in the spread attack. 
Sophomore quarterback Adam Weber set 
school records for completions (258), attempts 
(449), yards (2,895) and touchdown passes 
(24) im his firse season as the starter. He also 
led the team in rushing with 617 yards and five 
touchdowns. Weber needs to cut down on his 
interceptions (19), but he should rake a big 
step with a year of experience in this offense. 

Weber's favorite target will be junior Eric 
Decker, who caught 67 passes last season and 
is expected to be one of the top receivers in the 
Big Ten. The Gophers believe several 
newcomers will have a big impact right away, 
including Chicago product Brandon Green, 
who brings a deep threat. 

‘The Gophers are extremely thin at running 
back and must replace their two best linemen 
— center Tony Brinkhaus and lefe tackle Steve 
Shidell. This offense seems capable of putting 
up points, but after failing to rush for 2,000 
yards last season, the Gophers need to show 
they can pound the ball on the ground to 
chew up clock and keep their defense off the 


114 


DEFENSE Former Duke head coach ‘Ted Roof 
takes over as defensive coordinator, replacing 
Everett Withers, who left for North Carolina 
after one disastrous season. Roof becomes the 
team’ sixth defensive coordinator since 2000, 
and he faces a difficult rebuilding job. The 
Gophers finished last nationally in total 
defense in 2007 and allowed an average of 
518.7 yards and 36.7 points per game. 

‘The coaching staff hit the junior college 
ranks hard in search of immediate help, and 


Minnesota ranked 114th 
nationally in turnover margin. 
(minus-15) last season after 
leading the nation in this 
category in 2006. 


the defense could see major changes in 
personnel this season with up to seven or eight 
new starters — including an entirely new 
secondary. Junior college transfer Tramaine 
Brock received rave reviews in spring practice 
and is a lock to stare at safety. 

The Gophers need to get more pressure 
from their front, and thar could come from 
senior defensive end Willie VanDeSteeg, who 
has recovered from a broken wrist. 

Senior middle linebacker Deon Hightower 
finished second in tackles (70) last season and 
needs to become a leader, True freshman Sam 
Maresh and junior college transfer Rex Sharpe 
will compete for starting jobs. 


SPECIALISTS ‘The Gophers feel good about 
their kicking game. Senior punter Justin 
Kucek is a Ray Guy Award candidate after 
averaging 42.7 yards per punt last season. 
Kucek possesses both a strong leg and a nice 
touch — he has pinned 47 of his 155 career 
punts inside the 20-yard line with only 10 
touchbacks. Senior placekicker Joel Monroe 
made 7-of-9 field goals after taking over early 
last season. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Minnesota has only one 
way to go after finishing 1-11 (0-8 in the Big 
Ten) in coach Tim Brewster's first season. The 
Gophers were excited about their progress this 
spring, but they have to show improvement 
when it matters. 

The offense, behind Weber, should be able 
to move the ball and score, but the line has to 
come together, and the Gophers need 
production from a few of the newcomers at 
receiver. The defense has changed a lot of faces 
and it’ hard to imagine the Gophers being any 
worse on that side of the ball. But until the 
defense proves it can stop somebody, the 
Gophers will struggle to win. 

The non-conference schedule is soft, but 
becoming bowl-eligible might still prove to be 
a challenge. 


A.30 Northern Tlinois = W} S. 1 Bowling Green —L (ol) 32-31 
S. 6 atBowling Green * | s, 8 Miami(OH) Wot) 41-35, 
on LeaeaaRe W | S.15 atFlorida Atlantic L 42-39 
mA as S.22 Purdue Lo 45-31 
Se ae “T s.29 otiostate = L307 
oe P| 0. 6 atiniara =k a0-20 
AeA {| 033 at Northwestern —L (ot 49-48 
I Neeinioae {| 0-20 North Dakota st. L 27-21 
NB Michigan {| 0.27 atMichigan 
N.15_ at Wisconsin L | Ne: 3 Tlinois L 
N22 Towa L | N20 at Towa L 
Gamesia bod represent win somes | N.17 Wisconsin L434 
Wort nscales rfcad wn tes 
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OFFENSE (9) 


WR 7 Eric Decker (Jr) 6 Tray Herndon (So.) 
WR Brandon Green (Fr) Brodrick Smith (Fr) 
WR 81 Ralph Spry (So.) 9 David Pittman (Jr) 


LT 76 Dominic Alford (So.) 
LG 53 Dw. Burris (So.) 
C52 Jeff Tow-Amett (dr) 
RG 75 Otis Hudson (Jr) 

RT 68 Chris Bunders (Fr) 
TE 15 Jack Simmons (Sr) 
QB 8 Adam Weber (So.) 
RB 22 Duane Bennett (S0.) 


DEFENSE (6) 
DE 30 Lee Campbell (Jr.) 


74 Ryan Ruckdashel (Jr) 
78 Ryan Orton (Fr) 

61 Trey Davis (Ft) 

66 Ned Tavale (Jn) 

73 Jason Meinke (dr) 
48 Nick Tow-Arnet (Jt) 
17 Tony Mortensen (Sr) 
20 Jay Thomas (Jr) 


90 Raymond Henderson (Jt) 


DT 99 Garrett Brown (Jt) Tim McGee (dr) 

DT 51 Eric Small (Jr) dewhan Edwards (Fr) 
DE 91 Willie VanDeSteeg (St) Cedric Mckinley (Jr) 
OLB 56 Steve Davis (Sr) 59 Steve Moore (Sr) 
{LB 44 Deon Hightower (Sr) ‘Sam Maresh (Fr) 


OLB 33 Rex Sharpe (dr) 

CB —_Traye Simmons (Jt) 
8 Tim Dandridge (Fr) 
SS Simoni Lawrence (Jr) 
FS 1 Tramaine Brock (Jt) 
‘SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 36 Joel Monroe (Sr) 

P 41 Justin Kucek (Sr) 
RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Adam Weber, 449-258-2,895-19, 24 TDs 

Rushing: Adam Weber, 146 car, 617 yds. 5 TDs 

Receiving: Eric Decker, 67 rec., 909 yds, 9TDs 

Tackles: Deon Hightower, 70, 53 solo 

‘Sacks: Derrick Onwuachi, 2 

Interceptions: Kyle Theret, 3 for 72 yds. 

(4 ticates number ot returing starters «BOLD nates retuing starters 


28 Kevin Mannion (Sr) 
2 Ryan Collado (So.) 
1 Tramaine Brock (dr) 

27 Kyle Theret (So.) 

Keanon Cooper (Fr) 


KR 3 Harold Howell (S0.) 
PR 9 David Pittman (Jr) 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 
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OFFENSE Last season the Knights’ defense 
was the question mark, but following the 
departure of Kevin Smith to the NFL a year 
carly, as well as the loss of starting quarterback 
Kyle Israel to graduation, that focus has shifted 
to offense. Smith scored 30 touchdowns and 
was easily the engine that pushed the UCF 
attack, Israel will be replaced by either junior 
Mike Greco (his backup last season) or redshire 
freshman Joe Weatherford. Each is capable and 
showed some good things this offseason, but 
Greco will likely win out because he has the 
added dimension of being able to run the 
football. 

As far as replacing Smith, the Knights have 
Smith's backup last year, Phillip Smith, and 
five incoming freshmen, led by New York-area 
pickup Latavius Murray, who went to the same 
high school that produced former Michigan 
standout Mike Hart. But before any of that 
potential is realized, a newly retooled offensive 
line (missing three starters from last year) must 
find some chemistry or else it could be a long, 
low-scoring season for the Knights, 


DEFENSE The defense returns all but two 
starters from its 07 squad that was among the 
top units in Conference USA. The group is 
headlined by a senior-laden secondary that has 
played together each of the past two seasons, 
Senior cornerbacks Joe Burnett and Johnell 
Neal were the first teammates in school history 
to pick off at least six passes in the same 
season. 

In front of them, the Knights have a sturdy 
group of linebackers, led by senior Cory 
Hogue, junior Chance Henderson and 
sophomores Derrick Hallman and Lawrence 
Young. The only iffy part of the defense might 


Kevin Smith, who left school for the 
NFL, scored 30 touchdowns last 
year. Smith was also the nation's 
leading rusher in 2007. 


INIGE FO eas s| 


be the line, which has some stalwarts to 
replace. Recruiting has helped a lot, though, 
and there is some young talent that has been 
waiting for a shot to contribute, which should 
help solidify things up front. 


SPECIALISTS Burnett is explosive from the 
punt return spot and is dangerous anytime he 
the football. And though the Knights 
lose their kicker to graduation, 2007 South 
Carolina transfer Jordan Dodds seems to have 
staked his claim on being the starter. 
Sophomore Blake Clingan (40.75 yards per 
punt average last season) should remain the 
top punter. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Not only was Smith the 
star for the Knights in 2007, but he was also 
their most vocal leader in the locker room. 
Losing that kind of voice can be tough for any 
team, but it is amplified when that player also 
carried so much weight on the field. 

IF UCF is going to repeat as C-USA champs 
this year, it will have to deal quickly with 
Smith's departure and also deal with its 
toughest non-conference slate under O'Leary. 
The Knights face what is nearly a mu 
situation in the opener against South Carolina 
State, The others, against neighboring South 
and at Boston College and Miami, will 
be a big chore before the Knights even enter 
league play. 

Once they're there, the Knights must travel 
to conference rival Tulsa and also have 
November road trips to Marshall and 
Memphis. While the defense will likely be the 
strongest unit for O'Leary’ squad, a schedule 
like that will be taxing and eventually require 
some offensive production at some point if his 
team plans on going bowling again. 

‘There also will be an emotional element this 
season, with the preseason death of redshirt 
freshman receiver Ereck Plancher during a 
conditioning workout prior to the start of 
spring practic 
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2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (10-4, 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30. South Carolina State W |S, 1 atNCState w Offense Per Game Rank 
S. 6 South Florida L |S. 15 Texas L Scoring 35.9 ppa v7 
$. 20 atBoston College |_| S 22 Memphis Ww Rushing 234.8 ypg 9 
soaue «|S Ubi, 0 38 |mim tm 
a W | 0, 13 atSouth Florida id ea) 5 
0. 11 at Miami L | 0, 20 Tulsa Ww Defense Per Game Rank 
0, 26 atTulsa L_| 0. 28 atSouthern Miss W Scoring 26.6 ppg 56 
N. 2 East Carolina * | N. 3 Marshall w Rushing 133.1 ypg 39 
N. 8 Southern Miss * | N. 10 at UAB w Passing 2333 ypa # 
N. 15. at Marshall w | N17 atsMu w Total 366.4 ypg 49 
N. 22 at Memphis * Ny a es w TO Marcin Por Ganadae sane 

Work inate  rjeted in ols Liberty Bowl 


HEAD COACH: GEORGE O'LEARY RECORD AT SCHOOL: 22-28 [4 YEARS) CAREER RECORD: 74-61 (11 YEARS) 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JIM SALEM DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: DAVE HUXTABLE 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


"hy Oe ed JOE BURNETT 


THE QUOTE 

“{ don't think they'll ever be ready to move on. I 
think it will linger for a long time, All 1 can do is 
get them prepared to win, get them prepared 
for practice and what we need to go through if 

‘we're gonna be successful next fall. 

~ UCF coach George O'Leary, on moving forward after 

the preseason death of Ereck Plancher in 

a conditioning workout 


OFFENSE (5) 
WR _5 Rocky Ross (St) 
WR_ 81 Kamar Aiken (0) 
LT 78 Patrick Brown (Jt) 
LG 66 Jeramy DeVane (Jr) 
C 62 Mike Lavoie (Sr) 

RG 68 Cody Minnich (St) 
RT 76 Jah Reid (S0,) 

TE 84 Corey Rabazinski (Jn) 
QB 2 Michael Greco (Jr) 
FB _ 46 Ricky Kay (So.) 

RB 30 Philip Smith (Jr) 


DEFENSE (9) 

DE 53 Darius Nall (So.) 
DT 95 Travis Timmons (dt) 
NT 98 Torrell Troup (dr) 
DE 49 Bruce Miller (So) __99 Jarvis Geathers (dr) 
SLB 38 Derrick Hallman (S0.) 56. Jordan Richards (Jr) 
MLB 54 Chance Henderson (ur) 55 Alex Thompson (Jr) 
WLB 59 Cory Hogue (St) 57 Lawrence Young (S0.) 
CB 31 Johnell Neal (Sr) 22 Emery Allen (Jr) 

CB 19 doe Burnett (Sr) 20 Darin Baldwin (S0.) 
SS 29 Sha'reff Rashad (Sr) 23. ustin Bodele (So.) 
FS 45 Jason Venson (St) 37 Breon Rogers (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K _45 Jordan Dodds (So.) 
P41 Blake Clingan (So) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Michael Greco, 45-24:303-1, 07D, 
Rushing: Phillip Smith, 82 car, 246 yds., 47s 
Receiving: Rocky Ross, 50 rec., 658 yds., 27Ds 
Tackles: Sha'reff Rashad, 103, 84 solo 

Sacks: Bruce Miller, 7 

Interceptions: Joe Burnett, 6 for 4 yds; dohnell Nea, 6 for 159 yds, 
(@) nde uber fren stares» BOL ints rung tts 


6 Brian Watters (So) 

82 Khymest Wiliams (So), 

75 Mike Buxton (So.) 

77 Nick Pieschel (Fr) 

73 Tan Bustillo (Jt) 

94 Wes Tunuffi Sauvao (S0.) 

72 Bill Offutt (Fr) 

88 Adam Nissley (Ft) 

17 Joe Weatherford (Fr.) 
Latavius Murray (Fr) 

35. Ronnie Weaver (Fr) 


44, Antonio Wallace (St) 
46 Rashidi Haughton (So) 
47 Ts, Harnden (Jr) 


KR 82__Khymest Williams (S0.) 
PR 19 Joe Burnett (St) 
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OFFENSE With four wins since 2004 under a 
head coach with a defensive background, Duke 
turned to David Cutcliffe, Tennessee's offensive 
coordinator and mentor to the Manning 
brothers, to revive its football program. 
Cutcliffe promises Duke will score points. He 
says the structure of the new offense will look 
like that of the New England Patriots. 

There's no Tom Brady on the roster, nor a 
Manning, but Duke has two veteran 
quarterbacks with starting experience, along 
with Sean Renfree, a freshman who was a high 
school All-American, Zack Asack, who started 
six games in 2005, will have to beat out Thad 
Lewis, who threw 21 touchdowns — 10 for 
longer than 25 yards last season, Cutcliffe 
wants more discipline from Lewis, a 6'2" 
junior, who threw 10 interceptions in 2007. 

Their favorite target will be receiver Eon 
Riley, who caught 40 passes for 830 yards, The 
6'3" senior led the ACC in yards per catch 
(20.8 yards) and ranked second in the 
conference with nine touchdown receptions, 


Leading rusher Re quan Boyette (432 yards) 
returns, as do three starting linemen, for an 
offense that has struggled to run the ball save 
for Boyette. As a team, Duke averaged 2.0 
yards per carry in '07, Boyette, a 5'10", 210- 
pound senior, averaged 4.2 yards, 


DEFENSE Coordinator Mike MacIntyre 
inherits a unit with experience, as nine starters 
return. After a 1-11 season, that’s both a good 
and bad thing. The Blue Devils ranked last in 
the ACC in passing efficiency defense, scoring 
defense and total defense in 2007. 

MacIntyre needs more production from his 


‘Duke’s winning percentage of 
.150 since 1998 (17-97) is the 
worst mark among Division 
Bowl Subdivision teams, 
Buffalo's .184 (21-93) is the gy 
‘only other FBS winning 
percentage below .200. 


SLUE DEVILS | 


defensive line. Junior defensive tackle Vince 
Oghobaase has been slowed by injuries and has 
yet to live up to his five-star pedigree out of 
high school, Ends Greg Akinbiyi and Wesley 
Oglesby, who combined for one sack, need to 
generate more pressure. 

Duke's best defender is middle linebacker 
Michael Tauiliili, who despite missing the first 
game due to suspension, finished with 108 
tackles. Outside linebacker Vincent Rey led the 
Devils with 111 tackles and could have another 
big season in MacIneyre's blitzing scheme. 


SPECIALISTS Duke's kickers combined to 
miss 8-of-11 field goal attempts in 2007, 
including the game-winner from 40 yards 
against UNC. Cutcliffe says he would win 
with special teams, That might mean a change 
at kicker, or going with no kicker at all. “I've 
thought about going for it on fourth down and 
going for two,” Cutcliffe says. “I'm not 
kidding.” That likely means freshman Paul 
Asack will gee a chance to displace Nick 
Maggio or Joe Surgan as the No. 1 kicker. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Duke and football have 
been synonymous with losing for the better 
part of 40 years, Bue with 14 returning starters, 
seven home games, a palatable schedule and in 
a declining ACC, Cutcliffe has a real chance to 
win four games and, with the tight bounces, 
maybe more, 

For Duke to make the leap from a pattern of 
1-11 and 0-12 finishes, it has to have the 
confidence to turn “almost” efforts into wins. 
‘And the Blue Devils have to do that early with 
their first four games at home. 

That confidence has to come from an 
improved special teams and offense, which is 
Cuteliffe’s specialty. With Cutcliffe's help, 
Lewis has the potential to go from good to 
great and make the Blue Devils competitive. 

With the right improvements and luck, 
Cuteliffe could make do on his promise to 
rebuild right now, at least in the relative sense. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (1-11, 0-8) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKING 

‘A, 30. James Madison W | S. 1 Connecticut L 45-14 | Oy Per Game Rank 
S. 6 Northwestern L |S. 8 at Virginia L413 17.9 ppg 14 
S.13. Nav * | $.15 atNorthwestern W 20-14 | Rushing 64.0 ypg Ww 
S. 27 Virginia * | $.22 at Nay L 46-43 | Passing 207.1 ypo ” 
0. 4 atGeorgia Tech L | S.29 at Miami L 24-14 | Total 27LL ypg 7 
0. 18 Miami L | 0. 6 Wake Forest L 41-36 | CERES Per Game Rank 
0. 25 at Vanderbilt L | 0.13 Virginia Tech L 43-14 | Scoring 33.2 ppg 98 
N. 1 atWake Forest L_ | 0.27 atFlorida State L 25-6 | Rushing 1803 ypg 84 
N. 8 NCState L| N. 3 Clemson L 47-10 | Passing 244. ypg 82 
N. 15 at Clemson L | N.10 Georgia Tech L 41-24 | Total 4243 ypg 92 
N. 22 at Virginia Tech L| N17 atNotreDame L 28-7 
N, 29 North Carolina L_| N24 atNorth Carolina L (ot) 20-14 | -3 “8 81 

Games in bold represent swig games 

Wor Lineaes a projected win or ass 
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THADDEUS LEWIS 
THE QUOTE 
“Dr 


lensively they've had some ki 
could hit, but you just don’t know if they can 
hang for the whole game.” 


An opposing ACC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (5) 
WR. 15 Eron Riley (Sr) 

WR 5 Raphael Chestnut (Sr) 
WR 17 Sheldon Bell (S0,) 

LT 74 Cameron Goldberg (Sr) 
UG 77 Jarrod Holt ir) 
C62 Bryan Morgan (So,) 

RG 61 Rob Schirmann (Sr) 

RT 70 Fred Roland (Sr) 

TE 22 Brandon King (Jt) 

QB 9 Thaddeus Lewis (Jr) 
RB 21 Re'quan Boyette (Sr) 


DEFENSE (9) 

DE 54 Greg Akinbiyi (Sr) 44 Justin Wilkerson (Fr) 
DT 3 Vince Oghobaase (Jr) 97 Cfford Respress (Sr) 
DT 91 Ayanga Okpokowuruk (Jr) 42 Kinney Rucker (Jt) 
DE 99 Wesley Oglesby (S0,) 90 Patrick Egboh (So) 
OLB 6 Marcus Jones (Sr) 39 Adam Banks (S0.) 
MLB 34 Michael! Taulii (Sr) 33 Alfred Wiliams (Sr) 
OLB 31 Vincent Rey (Jr) 45 Charles Robinson (Sr) 
CB 1 Jabari Marshall (Sr.) 24 Glenn Williams (Sr) 
CB 7 Leon Wright (dr) 11 Randez James (Fr) 
SS 28 Adrian Aye-Darko (Sr) 23 Catron Gainey (ur) 
FS 29 Eddie Morgan (So) 12 Marvin Matcelin (dt) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K Paul Asack (Fr) 
P 49 Kevin Jones (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Thaddeus Lewis, 360-199-2,430-10, 21 Ds 
Rushing Re'quan Boyette, 104 car, 432 yds., 27D 
Receiving: Eron Riley, 40 rec., 830 yds., 91Ds 
Tackles: Vincent Rey, 111, 49 solo; Michae! Tau, 108, 53 solo 
Sacks: Vince Oghobaase, 4.5 
Interceptions: Leon Wright, 3; Michael Tau, 3 
(#) Indicates number of returning starters * BOLD indicates returning starters 


83 Austin Kelly (So) 
18 Jeremy Ringfield (S0,) 
82 Ryan Wood (Sr) 
79 Kyle Hill (Fr) 
65 Jeffrey Cowart ($0, 
73 Marcus Lind 60.) 
67 Mitchell Lederman (So) 
71 Jon Needham (Ft) 
87 Brett Huffman (S0) 
13 Zack Asack (dt) 

4 Gliford Harris Gr) 


KR 1 Jabari Marshall (St) 
PR 7 Leon Wright (Jr) 
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OFFENSE Iowa Stare has competition at the 
quarterback spot for the first time in four 
years. It’s looking more and more like long- 
time starter Bret Meyer won't be replaced by 
only one man. Sophomores Austen Arnaud 
and Phillip Bares are battling for the starting 
spot and bring different skills to the position. 
Bates, who played some receiver last year, is 
more athletically gifted, while Arnaud has the 
stronger arm and experience on his side. 

Tailback Alexander Robinson has the 
makings of an All-Big 12 player as just a 
sophomore. He and others will run behind an 
offensive line that’s experienced but has a lot of 
room for improvement. 

ISU’s receiving threats are unknown behind 
senior R.J. Sumrall and junior Marquis 
Hamilton. Gone is Todd Blythe, the school’s 
careet leader in receiving yards, receptions and 
touchdown catches, Either some newcomers 
— junior college transfer John Carlson is an 
option — or unproven vererans will have to 
step up for the passing game to thrive. Tight 
ends Derrick Catlett (also used as a fullback) 
and Collin Franklin are solid pass-catchers 
who will have some balls thrown their way. 


TSU quarterbacks combined to throw nine 
touchdown passes last season, tying the 
Cyclones with Air Force, Navy and 
Maryland for the fewest among the 119 
‘teams in the FBS. 


DEFENSE There are a lot of holes to fill 
defensively, most notably up the middle with 
two defensive tackles and two linebackers gone 
from what was a middle-of-the-pack defense in 
the Big 12. 

End Kurtis Taylor proved he could be a 
force rushing the passer with 6.5 sacks in his 
first season as a starter, Also being counted on 
to replicate his strong debut season is middle 
linebacker Jesse Smith. The former walk-on 
has become a stabilizing force for the 
Cyclones, who'll need Smith’s smarts to help 


out new starters Michael Bibbs and either Josh 
Raven or Fred Garrin. 

The secondary is ripe with experience. 
Cornerbacks Chris Singleton and Allen Bell 
both started every game last season and return 
with a better grasp of the defense they are 
being asked to play. A number of defensive 
backs will see time at the safety spots and in 
obvious passing situations. Junior James Smith 
is the team’s top returning tackler and an 
emerging playmaker. 


SPECIALISTS The kicking game will be a 
work in progress with true freshmen Grant 
Mahoney and Zach Guyer the only viable 
candidates for the placekicking job. Both 
probably will see the field this season, hoping 
to improve on ISU’s 10-of-18 performance in 
2007. Punter Mike Brandtner will be in his 
third season as the starter, but coaches have to 
find someone who can return punts and 
kickoffs. Those units were awful a year ago. 
‘The offense rarely was set up with good field 
position and had to drive the length of the 
field to score points. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Gene Chizik is as 
motivated to succeed as any other coach in the 
country. The Cyclones should be better than 
their 3-9 mark in Chizik’s first season on the 
job, though probably not by much. There are 
too many question marks in the passing game 
— most notably, who will be the starting 
quarterback? — and a lot of uncertainty on 
defense, 

ISU improved dramatically as ’07 unfolded 
and will continue that path as long as Chizik 
and his staff stay in Ames. 

The conference schedule turns in ISU’s 
favor for the next two seasons without South 
superpowers Oklahoma and Texas. 

The Cyclones will be competitive with 
everyone they play, but it’s more likely that a 
run to the postseason will occur in year three 


of the Chizik era. 


‘A. 28 South Dakota State W | A. 30 Kent State 
S. 6 Kent State W |S. 8 Northern Iowa 
S. 13. at Iowa L |S. 15 Iowa 
S. 20 at UNLV W | S. 22 atToledo 
0. 4 Kansas L | S. 29 at Nebraska 
0.11 at Baylor * | 0. 6 atTexas Tech 
0. 18 Nebraska L | 0. 13 Texas 
0. 25 Texas A&M L | 0. 20 Oklahoma 
N. 1 atOklahoma State L | 0. 27 at Missouri 
N. 8 at Colorado L | N. 3 Kansas State 
N. 15 Missouri L | N. 10 Colorado 
N. 22 at Kansas State L | N17 at Kansas 
Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor L indicates a projected win o loss 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
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THE QUOTE 
“They we 
think th 
improvement t 
the ye 


/AMILTON 


dicative of the 
made from the first game of 
to the end. 


An oppo: assistant coach 


‘OFFENSE (6) 
WR 5 Rul Sumrall (St) 

WR 82 Marquis Hamilton (Jr) 
UT 75 Doug Dedrick (St) 

LG 73 Reggie Stephens (dr) 
€ 60 Brandon Johnson (Sr.) 
RG 63 Ben Lamaak (S0.) 

RT 72 Kelechi Osemele (Fr) 
TE 
8 
FB 
RB 


18 Wallace Franklin (St) 
‘Jason Carlson (So,) 
67 Matt Hulbert (So.) 
77 Nex Alvarez (So) 
52 Mike Knapp (Jr) 
66. Joe Blaes (St) 
71 Trey Baysinger (Fr) 
84 Derrick Catlett (de) 
8 Philip Bates (S0,) 
29 Brian Ekwelundu (ir) 
6 Jason Scales (Sr) 


88 Collin Frankin 50.) 
4 Austen Arnaud (S0.) 

84 Derrick Catlett (Jr) 

33 Alexander Robinson (S0,) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 47 Kurtis Taylor (Sr) 
DT 85 Bailey Johnson (So) 
DT 62 Nate Frere (Jr) 

DE 29 Rashawn Parker (Jt) 
LB 14 Michael Bibbs (Sr) 
LB 54 Jesse Smith (Jr) 

LB 27 Josh Raven (dc) 

CB 12 Allen Bell (Jr) 

CB 11 Chris Singleton (Sr) 
SS__8 Chris Brown (Sr) 
FS 2 James Smith (Jt) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 


K Zach Guyer (Fr) 
P13 Mike Brandtner (ir) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Austen Arnaud, 37-20-267-1, 0 TDs 

Rushing: Alexander Robinson, 118 car, 465 yds., 6TDs 
Receiving: RJ. Sumrall, 54 rec., 434 yds., TDs: 

‘Tackles: James Smith, 79, 55 solo; Jesse Smith, 79, 36 solo 
Sacks: Kurtis Taylor, 6.5, 

Interceptions: Chris Singleton, 4 for 37 yds. 


25 Nick rere (Sr) 

56 Chris Weir (St) 

92 Jerrod Black (Ft) 

55 Christopher Lyle (dt) 
10 Cameron Bell (So.) 
24 Derec Schmidgall (J) 

43 Fred Garrin (Jt) 

17 Devin McDowell (50) 
4 Zac Sandvig (So.) 

23 Steve Johnson (ut) 

20 Brandon Hunley (St) 


KR 12Allen Bell (Ur) 
PR 5 Rul Sumrall (St) 


(0 incates name of retrsing starters + BOLD indicates retuming starters 
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OFFENSE The Broncos were solid on offense 
last year but had some momentary lapses, like 
that two-point hiccup in the loss to Eastern 
Michigan. One of the main culprits was the 
ground game, which averaged only 3.4 yards 
per carry and accounted for only 15 
touchdowns. Brandon West is back to handle 
the primary load, although it will be 
interesting to see if he can handle increased 
work. He needs a complement, though, and it 
will be up to a group of youngsters to 
produce. The speedy Aaron Winchester, a 
Florida native, could contribute as a true 
freshman. 

Quarterback Tim Hiller threw for 3,021 
yards and 20 TDs last year, but he needs to cut 
back on the interceptions (15) and get the ball 
downfield a litle more. A lot of thar will 
depend on whether the Broncos can find 
another reliable receiver besides Jamarko 
Simmons (84 catches in '07). Both Jordan 
White and Juan Nunez made a case for that 
role this spring. Senior Branden Ledbetter is a 
first-rate tight end. 

The line has been reconfigured somewhat 
and is big and younger. Look for right tackle 
Rob Johnson and left guard Phillip Swanson to 
lead the way. 


‘The Broncos were careless with the ball last 
year and finished with a turnover margin of 
‘minus-5. Two areas of concern: 17 
interceptions thrown and only 14 recoveries 
‘on 29 enemy fumbles. 


DEFENSE Again, consistency is a key here. 
The Broncos have 10 returning starters and 
have the potential to be effective. The front 
seven is strong, thanks to a productive crop of 
linebackers. If outside man Austin Pritchard 
returns completely from a torn-up knee, he'll 
team with middle man Dustin Duclo and 
Boston McCornell in one of the MAC's better 
linebacking corps. 

Up front, the strength is in the ends, where 


pass rushers Greg Marshall and Zach 
Davidson return for what should be strong 
senior seasons. Nose man Cody Cielenski is a 
stalwart and should get help inside from senior 
Nick Varcadipane. 

Senior all-league fixture Londen Fryar leads 
the secondary from his corner spot, and he has 
plenty of help, most notably safety Louis 
Delmas. Expect emerging sophomore David 
Lewis to make an impact at one of the corner 
positions. 


SPECIALISTS Coach Bill Cubit put out the 
“Help Wanted” sign in this area during the 
spring and hopes some young kickers will 
answer the plea. Chris Kelly made 2-of-3 field 
goal tries last year but has no experience as the 
regular kicker. Ben Armer is the early leader for 
the punting job, but he'll have to fend off the 
challenge of Tim Balice. Don't worry about the 
return game, because West is a first-rate kick 
returner, and Schneider Julien does a 
serviceable job bringing back punts. 


FINAL ANALYSIS There is no reason the 
Broncos can’t mount a serious challenge for the 
West title this year. They have experience 
everywhere but along the offensive front and 
have some playmaking weapons capable of 
changing games. 

But Western needs to cut back on the 
mistakes that cost it in close games. Hiller’s 
interception total must drop, and the defense 
has to force more turnovers. The offensive 
front has to become more aggressive in the 
ground attack to give West some room, and he 
needs help from one of the younger guys to 
help the Broncos control the clock better. 

WMU took a step back in 707 after a bowl 
appearance the previous year, but this isn’t the 
end of the good times. Cubit knows what he’s 
doing, and he has some talent. 

Don't be surprised if the Western-Central 
game is for all the marbles in the West. And 
don’t be shocked if the Broncos win it. 


—_————— 


at Nebraska 

6 Northern llinois 
13 at Idaho 

20 Tennessee Tech 
27 atTemple 

4 Ohio 

at Buffalo 

18 at Central Michigan 
1 Eastern Michigan 
. 8 #llinois 

|. 15. Toledo 

|. 25. at Ball State 
#Detroit, MI 


Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor L indicates a projected win or loss 


HEAD COACH: Bil 


1 at West Virginia 
8 Indiana 
15 at Missouri 


29 atToledo 
6 Akron 


20 Ball State 


o 


Central Michigan 
17 atlowa 
24 Temple 
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RECORD AT SCHOOL: 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: B 


cuBIT 


22 Central Conn. State W 


at Northern Illinois W 


27 at Eastern Michigan L 


Rank 


Per Game 


L 
L 
L 
Ww 
L 
L 
L 


Ww 
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TE 
ll got something to prove. 
st year, and it really got us 


Ve said the 


all, on the Broncos giving 


OFFENSE (7) 

WR 27 Jamarko Simmons (Sr) 4 Jamelle Murray (So.) 
‘WR 83 Jordan White (So.) 5. Deshon Lawrence (Fr) 
WR 11 Schneider Julien (Sr) 81. Juan Nunez (So.) 


LT _ 72 Anthony Parker (Fr) 

LG _65 Phillip Swanson (S0.) 
C60 Nick Mitchell (So) 

RG 61 Nick Clemens (So.) 

RT _ 67 Rob Johnson (Sr) 

TE 82 Branden Ledbetter (Sr. 
QB 3 TimHiller (de) 

RB 2 Brandon West (Jt) 


DEFENSE (10) 

DE _54 Greg Marshall (St.) 
NG 68 Cody Cielenski (Jr) 
DT_99 Nick Varcadipane (Sr) 
DE 90 Zach Davidson (Sr) 
LB 43 Boston McCornel (Sr) 
LB _ 59 Dustin Duclo (Sr) 

LB 35 Austin Pritchard (Jt) 
CB 1 EW. Biggers (Sr) 

CB 6 Londen Fryar (Sr) 

SS _26 Cl. Wilson (Sr) 

FS 9 Louis Delmas (Sr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 66 Chris Kelly (Je) 
P37 Ben Armer (Fr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Tim Hiller, 421-267-3,021-15, 20 TDs 
Rushing: Brandon West, 183 car, 848 yds., 47Ds 
Receiving: Jamarko Simmons, 84 rec., 980 yds., 6Ds 
Tackles: Boston McCornell, 99, 46 solo 
Sacks: Greg Marshall, 6.5; Zach Davidson, 65 
Interceptions: Eight players ted with 1 
(nates numberof returning saree + BORD inate rung stares 


76 Steve Elingsen (Sr) 

73 Josh Droppers (Fr) 

63 Paul Wasikowski (Je) 
58 Lee Pethan (Fr) 

56 Andy Laue (Jr) 

88 Anthony Middleton (So.) 
12 Robert Arnheim (Fr) 
22 Glenis Thompson (Jr) 


80 Femand Kashama (St) 
98 Cory Flom (Sr) 

95 Chris Pyant (So) 

48 dustin Braska (Jt) 

51. Harrison Porter (S0.) 
53 Matt Pickens (So) 

29 Scott Gajos (dr) 

25 David Lewis (So) 

46 Desman Stephen (St) 
33. Mario Armstrong (So.) 
15 Andy Dorcely (Jr) 


KR 2 Brandon West (Jr) 
PR 11 Schneider Julien (Sr) 


Wester Michigan SD 
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TARAMIE, WYO. WAR MEMORIAL STADIUM (30,514) 


OFFENSE Frustrated with an anemic offense 
that kept his team out of bowl chatter a year 
ago, Joe Glenn went out and got offensive 
coordinator Bob Cole from Florida A&M to 
spice things up. If he can get his players on the 
same page by the time the season kicks off, the 
postseason dreams may become a reality this 
time around. 

Then again, Glenn and Cole will have to 
settle on the signal-caller who will rake them 
there. Junior Karsten Sween already has 18 
starts, but his production hasn't opened many 
eyes, So the Cowboys added junior college 
transfer Dax Crum to the mix and opened up 
the battle in spring camp to find their man 
under center. The battle — which will likely 
come down to Crum and Sween — will 
probably last deep into fall camp, and how 
long the starter’s leash will be once the 
starts is anyone’s guess, 

Whoever the quarterback is, he'll have 
plenty of familiar faces surrounding him. 
Running backs Devin Moore and Wynell 
Seldon are back and hungrier than ever, and 
they'll run behind an offensive line that returns 
all five starters, a luxury Glenn has never had 
in his career. 


-ason 


Wyoming has won only five games on the 
road in the last three years — a span of 
18 games — culminating with a 1-5 mark 
away from home a year ago, 


The only other question marks fall at wide 
receiver, where the Cowboys are counting on 
the return of Greg Bolling, who left school 
after last season. Wyoming will have litle 
experience without him. “Bolling’s got to 
come back,” Glenn says. “That guy would be 
areal plus. 


DEFENSE ‘The backbone of 
se returns plenty of experience in all 
ally up front with the tandem of 


year’s team, 


1 
8 at Tennessee 10 at Utah 


13 at UNLV V7 BYU 


|. 22 Colorado State 


A. 30 Ohio WS. 1 Virginia 

S. 6 Air Force * |S. 8 Utah State 
S. 13. North Dakota State W | S. 15 at Boise State 
S. 20 at BYU L |S. 22 at Ohio 

S. 27 Bowling Green *10. 6 TCU 

0. 4 at New Mexico * | 0. 13 New Mexico 
0. 11 Utah 0. 20 at Air Force 
0. 25 at TCU 0. 27 UNLV 

N. N. 

N. N. 

N. N. 

N. N. 


L 
L 
San Diego State = W 
L 
w 
* 


ames in bold represent swing games 
Wor Linicates a projected win or loss 


3 at San Diego State 


23 at Colorado State 


John Fletcher and Mitch Unrein. Fletcher 
broke through with 10,5 sacks last year. 

If the Pokes can keep their linebackers 
healthy, their defense may not spend much 
time on the field. Ward Dobbs, the team's 
leading tackler a year ago, makes his return 
alongside Weston Johnson and Mike Juergens, 
who combined for 70 tackles in 2007. 

There are concerns at cornerback, where 
UW loses Julius Stinson and Michael Medina, 
two main vocal and physical leaders from last 
1's squad, Marcell Gipson, Tashaun Gipson, 
Keith Lewis and ‘T,J. Atwater will all fight ic 
out to fill the vererans’ shoes. 


SPECIALISTS ‘There will be plenty of ongoing 
experiments here when the Pokes resume 
practice, Gone is Billy Vinnedge, who handled 
both kicking and punting duties a year ago. 
UW is so unsettled on a replacement that 
they've asked tight end Chris Sundberg — 
fresh off knee surgery — to start practicing just 
in case, And Moore provided the spark in the 
ne a year ago, but the Cowboys 
would rather not have to use their starting 
tailback and tisk injury, so who will be back 
deep to return kicks or punts is anyone’s guess. 


revurn 


FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The Cowboys have enough 
experience to accomplish their goal, which 
seems to be bowl or bust for a program that 
hasn't been in the postseason in three years. 
Bue there are also a number of huge questions 
surrounding this team. The defense should be 
stout enough, especially inside the box, to 

as it did last year, so most 
of the questions surround Cole and a new 
offensive mindset. If he can pull the Pokes out 
of the cellar and help them score some points, 
UW should contend for a finish in the upper 
half of the MWC, But if they can’t grasp his 
style, or if a quarterback fails to emerge from 
the pack to take the reins, the Cowboys a 
for more of the same disappointment and 
another early vacation. 


make as much nois 


re in 


W 23-3 | i Per Game Rank 
W_ 32-18 | Scoring 19.4 ppg 107 
L 24-14 | Rushing 129.8 yoo 88 
W 34-33 | Passing 192.9 ypg Dt 
W 24-21 | Total 322.8 ypg 106 
L 20-3 | Daas Per Game Rank 
L 20-12 | Scoring 25.9 ppg 49 
W 29-24 | Rushing 1228 ypg 2 
L 27-24 | Passing 209.3 ypg 30 
L 50-0 | Total 3321 ypg 2 
L 35-10 | ER Per Game Rank 
L 36-28 | -12 1.00 u2 
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THE QUOTE 
“T have no explanation as to why they have a 
tendency to drop off toward the latter half of the 
season. It could be a situation where it could be 
depth, it could be injuries.” 


— An opposing M stant coach 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 13 Chris Johnson (Sr) 
WR 33 David Leonard (So.) 
WR 81 Donate Morgan (Jr) 
LT 71 Ryan Otterson (Jr) 
LG 75 Sam Sterner (So.) 
© 74 Tim Bond (Sr) 

RG 70 Russ Arnold (Jr) 
RT 76 Kyle Howard (Sr) 
TE 87 Chris Sundberg (Jt) 
QB 16 Karsten Swen (Jt) 
RB 5 Devin Moore (Sr) 


DEFENSE (6) 

DE 98 Mitch Unrein (Jr) 
NG 90 Fred Givens (Jr) 
DT 91 John Fletcher (Jt) 
OLB 36 Weston Johnson (Jr) 
UB 52 Gabe Knapton (Fr) 
LB 29 Ward Dobbs (Sr) 
OLB 55 Mike Juergens (Sr) 
CB 9 TW. Atwater (Jr) 
CB 2 Marcell Gipson (So.) 
SS 27 Michael Ray (Sr) 
FS 1 Quincy Rogers (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 21 dake Scott (dr) 
P40 Nick Landess (Fr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Karsten Swen, 359-215-2,028-17, 12 TDs 
Rushing: Devin Moore, 198 car, 965 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Greg Bolling, 35 rec., 375 yds., 2TDs 
Tackles: Ward Dobbs, 98, 38 solo 
‘Sacks: John Fletcher, 10.5 
Interceptions: Quincy Rogers, 2 for 80 yds. 
(Indicates numberof retin tres © BOLD indicates returning starters 


15 Kyle Jacobo (Sr) 
3 Travis Burkhalter (S0) 

84 Greg Bolling (dr) 

78 Nick Brousseau (S0.) 
67 Zack Kennedy (Jc) 

64 Travis Hillen (Ft) 

57 Jack Tennant (S0.) 

72 Clayton Kirven (Fr) 

85 Jesson Salyards (J) 
9 Dax Crum (S0.) 

31 Wymel Seldon (Sr) 


47. Mike Neuhaus (it) 
94 Rob Hollway (Sr) 
48 Danny Dutmer (Sr) 
8 Brian Hendricks (Fr) 
59 Zeb Whipp (Jr) 

43 Mark Oliver (Fr) 

37 Matt Barella (Jr) 

4 Tashaun Gipson (Fr) 
17 Keith Lewis (So.) 

23 Derrick MeMahen (St) 
24 Chris Prosinski (S0.) 


KR 8LDonate Morgan (Je) 
PR 13Chris Johnson (St) 
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OFFENSE As critical as it is for first-year 
Baylor head coach Art Briles to settle on a 
starting quarterback, his most pressing issue is 
adding some semblance of a rushing attack. 
While his Houston teams regularly’ ranked 
among the nation’s best in rushing offense and 
averaged better than 4.8 yards per carry the last 
two years, Baylor was dead last two years ago 
and has produced only one 1,000-yatd rusher 
in the 12-year history of the Big 12. 

Since no one really stepped up and claimed 
the job in the spring, the Bears could use a 
running back-by-committee approach with 
sophomore Jay Finley and seniors Jacoby Jones 
and Ray Sims. 

The quarterbacks could also bolster the 
running game. Freshman Robert Griffin is one 
of the top hurdlers in the nation, while Miami 
transfer Kirby Freeman was rated the sixth- 
best dual-threat quarterback in the nation 
coming out of Brownwood (Texas) High 


School five years ago. 


Jason Smith, a potential first-round draft 
pick, anchors an experienced line that returns 
three other starters from a group that cut the 
team’s sack total from 36 to 22 last year. 

While his numbers haven't come close to 
matching his hype, junior David Gettis could 
develop into a go-to receiver this year. But the 
way Briles’ spread offense works, Thomas 
White, Mikail Baker and Ernest Smith will see 
the ball coming their way as well. 


Art Briles’ Houston team last 
season finished 81 spots higher 
than Baylor in the national 
rankings for total offense. Houston 
finished fourth; Baylor 85th. 


DEFENSE Considering the fact that the Bears 
are trying to stop offenses thar are at least 
similar to the one he’s run for the last 20 years, 
Briles’ offensive expertise could come in handy 
for a beleaguered Baylor defense. 


First-year coordinator Brian Norwood’s 
experience as a secondary coach could also 
help a team that has questions at all four spots 
in the back end. Converted receiver Krys 
Buerck and former safety Dwain Crawford 
ended the spring as the No. 1 cornerbacks, 
while free safety Jordan Lake didn’t go through 
any contact drills after offseason shoulder 
surgery. 

Junior end Jason Lamb has been the team’s 
most consistent pass-rusher over the last two 
seasons. But he could be even more productive 
if tackles Vincent Rhodes and Trey Bryant can 
tie up blockers with a stronger inside push. 

‘The unquestionable strength of the defense 
is a talented linebacking corps led by Joe 
Pawelek, a returning second-team All-Big 12 
pick who had a team-high 120 tackles last year. 


SPECIALISTS Special teams might have been 
the Bears? weakest link last year. While trying 
to break in a freshman kicker and punter, they 
struggled with returns and kick coverage as 
well. Punter Derek Epperson struggled to 
replace two-time Ray Guy Award winner 
Daniel Sepulveda, averaging 39.1 yards per 
kick. Placekicker Shea Brewster took a big step 
forward, hitting two field goals and all of his 
extra points in the spring game. But he will 
have to hold off incoming freshman Ben Parks, 
a two-time all-state pick at Class 3A Argyle. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Briles’ job of rebuilding is 
made that much harder by the ultra-tough Big 
12 South, which features five 2007 bowl 
teams. In addition to facing that murderer's 
row, Briles’ debut season includes a match-up 
against Big 12 North champ Missouri and 
tough non-conference tests against Wake 
Forest, Connecticut and Washington State, 

Although Briles’ hiring and winning 
tradition created quite a buzz, he will find it 
hard to turn around a program thar’s had 12 
consecutive losing seasons in the Big 12 and 
hasn't been co a bowl game since 1994, 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (3-9, 0-8) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30. Wake Forest L}s. 1 atTcu L 27-0 | Ba Per Game Rank 
S. 6 Northwestern State W|S. 8 Rice W 42-17 | ‘Scoring 18.2 ppg ul 
S.13 Washington State * | S. 15 Texas State W 34-27 | Rushing 778 ypg 13 
S. 19 at Connecticut L |S. 22 atBuffalo W 34-21 | Passing 273.4 ypq 2 
0. 4 Oklahoma L |S. 29 atTexas A&M L 34-10 | Total 3513 ypg 85 
0.11 lowa State * | 0. 6 Colorado L 43-23 | Bea PerGame Rank 
0. 18 at Oklahoma State L | 0. 13 at Kansas L 58-10 | Scoring 37.0 ppg 12 
0. 25 at Nebraska L | 0. 20 Texas L 31-10 | Rushing 1823 ypg 86 
N. 1 Missouri L | 0. 27 atKansas State 51-13 | Passing 2793 ypg uo 
N. 8 atTexas | N. 3 TexasTech L 38-7 | Total 461.6 yog no 
N. 15 Texas A&M L_| N. 10 at Oklahoma eye TO Margin PerGamée Rank 
N. 29. atTexas Tech L | N17 Oklahoma State Ll 45-14 | -18 “150 19 
ames in boi cepresant sing games 
Wor Lndcaes& projected win or oss 


HEAD COACH: ART 8 
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DEFENSIVE COORDINATO} 


JORDAN LAKE 
THE QUOTE 


“(Art Briles) won at Houston. He won at 
Stephenville (High School). I think he’s going to 
give Baylor what it needs. It’s just a matter of 
can her it to Waco. It was easier at Houston 
than it will be at Waco for him.” 
— An oppos 


OFFENSE (7) 

4 David Gettis (ur) 
WR 3 Thomas White (Sr) 
WR 5 Mikail Baker (Jr) 
LT _ 72 Jason Smith (Sr) 
LG Rodney Brisbon (Jt) 
C 55 4.0, Walton (Jr) 
RG 61 James Barnard (J) 
RT 71 Dan Gay (Sr) 
IR 14 Justin Akers (dr) 
QB 7 Kirby Freeman (St) 
RB 32 day Finley (S0.) 


DEFENSE (6) 

DE _ 88 Jason Lamb (Jt) 
NG 97 Trey Bryant (Jr) 
DT_ 91 Vincent Rhodes (Sr.) 
DE 49 Leon Freeman (Sr) 
LB 8 Antonio Jones (Jr) 
LB 41 Joe Pawelek (Jr) 
LB 45 Antonio Johnson (So.) 
CB 1 Dwain Crawford (Sr) 
CB 16 Krys Buerck (S0.) 
$S__4 Jeremy Willams (Jr) 
FS 21 Jordan Lake (dr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


K Ben Parks (Fr) KR 5 Mikail Baker (dr) 
P 38 Derek Epperson So.) PR Kendall Wright (Fr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Blake Szymanski, 461-264-2,844-18, 22 TDs 
Jay Finley, 55 car, 207 yds., 27Ds 
Receiving: Justin Akers, 43 rec., 426 yds., 41Ds 
Tackles: Jordan Lake, 120, 67 solo 

‘Sacks: Jason Lamb, 5 

Interceptions: Jordan Lake, 2 for 26 yds. 


(Indicates number of retuming starters + BOLD indicates returing starters 


13 Ernest Smith (Jr) 

23 dustin Fenty (ir) 
Kendall Wright (Fr) 

75 Jordan Hearvey (Jt) 

78 Chris Griesenbeck (Jt) 

66 Hunter Hightower (Fr) 

63, John Jones (Fr) 

76 Larry Bradley (Fr) 

18 Brad Taylor (50) 

10 Robert Griffin (Fr) 

19 Ray Sims (Sr) 


96 Zac Scotton (Ft) 

90 Nicolas Jean-Baptiste (1) 
60 Sam Sledge (Jr) 

10 dJameon Hardeman (So.) 
33 Earl Patin (S0,) 

36 Chris Francis (S0.) 

37 Elliot Coffey Ft) 

26 Antareis Bryan (So.) 

29 Cliff Odom (S0.) 

11 Marlon Price (St) 

12 Jake La Mar (Sr) 


Gus toate 
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Layne Murdoch 


‘The UTEP offense looks a lot like 
it did heading into last year: Trevor Vittatoe at 
quarterback, a veteran offensive line and an 
unproven receiving corps. The 2007 offense 
ended up setting program records for yards 
and points, and Vittatoe should be better as a 
sophomore. Vittatoc, who ranked second 
nationally among freshmen in passing yards 
with 3,101, again has a strong group in front 


of him. The left side of the line — center 
Robby Felix, guard Cameron Raschke and 
tackle Mike Aguayo — returns intact, and 


there is experience on the right side in guard 
Rod Huntley and tackle Colby Meek. 

Perhaps the biggest key to '07's offe 
success was the ground game, and while 
Marcus Thomas and his 1,166 yards are gone, 
all of the backups return — Terrell Jackson, 
who will probably start, Donald Bucktam and 
Jason Williams. This group should provide 
more big-play potential. 


504.8 


‘The anchor of the receiving corps is all- 
conference receiver Jeff Moturi, who went 
from one catch as a freshman to touchdown 
catches in 10 straight games as a sophomore. 
There is nothing proven alongside him — no 
other returning wideout had more than five 
catches last year — but veteran tight end Jamar 
Hunt should be a nice security blanket. 


The UTEP defense 
allowed 504.8 yards per 
game in 2007, ranking 
it 117th out of 119 
teams in the Football 
Bowl Subdivision. 


‘The defense also looks like last year 
in terms of personnel, but everyone hopes the 
similarities end there, UTEP ranked 117th in 
the nation in both total defense and pass 
defense, leading to a change in coordinators 
and schemes. Osia Lewis comes over fiom 
New Mexico with a 3-3-5 defense, and two of 
the other three defensive 


VINERS | 


‘The Miners return seven players who started 
at least a game on an ineffective defensive line, 
where no player ranked in the top eight on the 
team in tackles or had more than 1.5 sacks. Ja- 


Boy Leomiti, Olalekan, Robert 
Soleyjacks, Dane O'Neill, Chris Moore, Steve 
Riddi ig Wood will try to build on 


their playing time from last 

‘The linebackers will look a little different, as 
Adam Vincent, one of the defensive bright 
spots last year, is the lone returning starter. 
Nuuese Punimata and Isaiah Carter are 
looking to break into the starting lineup. 

The ite its struggles in 
preventing big plays, did rank 21st nationally 
in interceptions. This unit — now a five-man 
group — was deale a blow in the spring when 
Braxton Amy, the team’s leading tackler last 
r, was lost for the season with a torn A 
ornerback Josh Ferguson is returning aft 
ng a year with an injury, and he will play 
alongside returnees Melvin Stephenson and 
Cornelius Brown, 


ye 


Jose Martinez’s Miner debut 
was a spectacular one, as he made a 57-yard 
field goal and 17-of-20 tries overall to become 
one of three finalists for the Lou Groza Award. 
Punter Kyle Petersen returns from a solid 
freshman campaign. 


Is returning the bulk of a 
bad defense a good thing? The answer to that 
question should determine whether U' 
contends for a bowl bid ot suffers its third 
consecutive losing season in coach Mike Price’ 
fifth year, Even an incremental improvement 
from 117th in the nation could lead to a big 
overall swing, as UTEP lost three games in the 
final minute last season and should be even 
better on offense. 

‘The optimism that comes with a new 
defense pervaded the spring, and the group did 
look much better, but the next game with the 
3-3-5 scheme will be the first. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 28 at Buffalo * |S. LNewMeyico  W 10-6 | FRR Per Game Rank 
S. 6 Texas L |S, BatTexastech  L 45-31 | Scoring 33.6 ppg % 
S. 20 New Mexico State W | S. 15 atNewMexicoSt, L 29-24 | Rushing 147.7 ypg 6 
S. 27 UCF * |S, 22 Texas Southern W 52-12 | Passing 275.2 ypg %6 
0. 4 atSouthern Miss — L_| S, 29 at SMU W (ot) 48-45. Total 422.8 ypg 36 
0. 11 Tulane WO. 6 Tulsa w 48-47 | DEES Per Game Rank 
0. 18 atTulsa L | 0, 13 East Carolina (ot) 45~42 | Scoring 37.1 ppg 3 
N. 1 Rice * | 0. 27 Houston L 3431 | Rushing 202.9 ypg 104 
N. 8 atUL Lafayette WIN, 3 atRice L 56-48 | Passing 301.8 ypg 7 
N.15 SMU W | N. 10 at Tulane L 34-19 | Total 504.8 ypg Ww 
N. 22 at Houston L | N. 17 Southern Miss L 56-30 | TERN Per Game Rank 
N. 28 at East Carolina Lo) N, 24 at UCF L 36-20 | +9 75 7 


Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor L indicates projected win or loss 
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OFFENSE (5) 

WR 7 Pierce Hunter (So.) 
WR 18 Jeff Moturi (dr) 
WR 2 Kris Adams (S0.) 
LT 71 Mike Aguayo (dr) 
LG 78 Cameron Raschke (Jr) 65. Anthony MeNac (So.) 


© 62 Robby Felix (Sr) 
RG 74 Rod Huntley (S0.) 
RT 64 Colby Meek (Jr) 
TE 87 Jamar Hunt (St) 
QB 10 Trevor Vttatoe (So,) 
RB 21 Terrell Jackson (Sr) 


DEFENSE (7) 
DE 91 James Olalekan (St) 
NT 56 Ja-Boy Leomiti (Sr) 


88 Tufick Shadramy (Jr) 
12 Chris Day (Sr) 
19 Evan Davis (S0) 
54 Will Osoinsky (So) 


60 Nathan McCage (Fr) 
79 Tanner Cullumber (S0.) 
70. Alex Solot (50) 

86 Jonny Moore (So) 

15 kyle Wright (ir) 

13 Donald Buckram (S0.) 


99 Chris Moore (dr) 
95 Steve Riddick (Jr) 


DE 13 Robert Soleyjacks (So.) 92 Dane O'Neill (Jr) 


LLB 7 Nuuese Punimata (Sr) 
MLB 5 Adam Vincent (Sr) 
RLB 38 Isaiah Carter (S0) 
Miner16 Jo Jo Ortiz (So.) 

CB 2 Josh Ferguson (Sr) 


42 Greg Holleman (Fr) 
17 Brian Wilkins (Jr) 
44 Greg Watkins (Fr) 
30 Jamie dordan (dr) 
34 Martel Strange (S0) 


CB 4 Melvin Stephenson (Jr) 47 Cornelius Brown (Jr) 
LS 23 D.Cromartie-Smith (Jr) 30 Matt MeShane (So, 


RS 26 Roddray Walker (St) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 10 dose Martinez (Sr) 
P15 Kyle Petersen (So,) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


11 Anthony Morrow (S0.) 


KR 34 Jason Wiliams (dr) 
PR 18 Jeff Moturi (dr) 


Passing: Trevor Vittatoe, 407-224-3,101-7, 25 TDs 


Rushi 
Reet 


: Terrell Jackson, 39 cat, 202 yds., 17D 
ing: Jeff Moturi 65 rec., 891 yds, 13 TDs 
Tackles: Braxton Amy, 112, 80 solo 


‘Sacks: Braxton Amy, 2; Anthony Morrow, 2 
Interceptions: Cornelius Brown, 4 for 102 yds. 


(4) Init numberof retuing tres» BOLD init returning starters 
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OFFENSE Playing quarterback for the Falcons 
is a cough assignment. The ideal candidate 
combines jazzy, careftee improvisation with 
clinical precision. There's no ideal candidate 
on the horizon. Eric Herbort might be the 
man, but he lacks the game experience to 
shoulder the responsibilities this season. Shea 
Smith, who served as Shaun Carney’s backup 
last season, lacks the needed elusiveness and 
swiftness but offers a mistake-ftee, safe 
candidate. 

Chad Hall was a giant for the Falcons last 
season, even if he stands 5'8". He rushed for 
1,478 yards and pushed his teammates to a 
bow! game. Hall leaves a gaping hole at 
tailback, and there's no clear candidate to 
replace him. Savier Stephens showed flashes of 
talent last season but must overcome a spring 


hernia operation. 


Coach Troy Calhoun arrived at Air Force 
with plans to bring passing ro a run-obsessed 
program, but Halls success on the ground 
delayed his scheme. This season, with the 
Falcons thin at tailback, Air Force could pass 
20 to 25 times a game. Tight end Travis Dekker 
ranks as the team’s best receiver. He boasts good 
hands and blocks with the ferocity of a tackle. 

Calhoun, a former Denver Broncos 
assistant, brought Mike Shanahan’s complex 
zone-blocking scheme last season, and his 
Falcons quickly grasped the concepts. No AFA 
offensive lineman weighs 300 pounds, but the 
players excel because of quickness. 


Field goal kicker Ryan Harrison converted 
three field goals of 50-plus yards (in four 
attempts) during the 2007 season, 


DEFENSE ‘The defensive front must pressure 


superb athlete — tall and tough, especially 
against the run. 

Andre Mortis is a potential star at outside 
linebacker. He's quick, properly violent and 
could become the blitzing force the Falcons 
require to keep quarterbacks from getting too 
comfortable. Hunter Aleman gives the Falcons 
a rugged combo at the other outside 
linebacker, bur it's not so promising at the 

le positions. 

The Falcons could be perilously weak at 
cornerback. Reggie Rembert and Brenton 
Byrd boast the needed speed but lack 
experience. Safety Chris Thomas ranks as the 
team’ best athlete, He serves as a human wall 
against the run, and he’s solid, if not 
spectacular, in pass coverage. 


SPECIALISTS Expect Ryan Harrison to rip a 
60-yard-plus field goal this season. He boasts a 
powerful leg and, remember, he kicks in chin 
air at Falcon Stadium. Harrison is also one of 
the country’s better kickoff specialists and is a 
precise punter. 


FINAL ANALYSIS ‘The Falcons could employ 
their talented offensive line to run to a 
surprising season. Tackle Keith Williams and 
guard Nick Charles rank among the better 
players in the Mountain West, and they should 
open holes for AFA’ collection of no-name 
running backs. Remember how the Denver 
Broncos have long made stars out of virtually 
anyone at running back? That could be the 
case this season with AFA. The Falcons 
desperately need Herbort — or someone — to 
emerge at quarterback. The defense boasts 
several superb athletes — Thomas, Morris, 
Kemp — but must fill holes at inside 
linebacker and cornerback. 


THE QUOTE 


“With them, it’s what can ti 


the quarterback t 


they have do? They may have an option 
quarterback in the wings that can just light it up. 
We don’t know.” 


— An opposing Mount 


OFFENSE (4) 

WR 81 Sean Quintana (Jt), 
19 Ty Paffett (Sr) 

LT 79 Keith Williams (Sr) 
LG 57 Nick Charles (Jr). 
© 63 Andrew Pipes (Sr) 
62 Peter Lusk (Jr) 

60 Chris Campbell (Jr) 
88 Travis Dekker (Sr) 
7 Eric Herbort (dr) 

FB 25 Todd Newell (St) 


quarterbacks this season. It took gimmicks — This season, when examined logically, looks | ™® _? Sever Stephens (So) 
including safety blitzes — to harass passers last bleak, but that was also the case last season. | DEFENSE (5) 
season, but defensive coordinator Tim Calhoun could craft a powerful offense out of | DE 95 Jake Paulson (Sr) 
DeRuyter hopes his down linemen will unlikely parts and push this team to a 6-6 or | NG 93 Ben Garland (Jr) 
generate heat this season. End Ryan Kemp isa 7-5 record. DE 91 Ryan Kemp (St) 
‘OLB 36 Andre Morris (So.) 

Saas fb 7 hunlenerean 0) 

4 : LB 45 John Falgout (ut) 
A. 30 Southern Utah W]/S, 1 South Carolina st. W 34-3. | (oyay CEMENT) «| 018 32 Hunter altman (Sx) 
S. 6 at Wyoming * |S, 8 atutah W 20-12 | ‘Scoring 29.9 ppg 48, —| CB 6 Kevin Rivers (Sr) 
5. 13. at Houston L } S13 TCU Wot) 20-17 | Rushing 2995 yp 2 | CBB Regaie Rembert (5) 
S. 20 Utah L | $.22 atByu L 31-6 | Passing 119.9 ypg us Sosa Cie mom (i) 
0. 4 Nay L | $29 at Navy L 31-20 | total 419.4 ypg 39 FS 23 Aaron Kirchoff (St) 
0. 11 at San Diego State w | 0 6 UNL wo 3-4 SPECIAL TEAMS 
Ta atin w | 0.13 at Colorado State W 45-21 Scare BET | 13 ayan arson i) 
0.23. New Mexico x | 0.20 Wyoming We 20412 | ashing 1365 yp ag | P13 Ryan Harrison (Se) 
No 1 at Army w | 0.2 atNewMerico 343) | passing 232.2ypq«=Ss«g8—_«| RETURNING LEADERS 
N. 8 Colorado State * | Ne 3 Army We 30104) Total 3687 ypg 51 Shea Smith, 12-4-45-0, 07D 
Net BY 1 | N10 at Notre Dame = W124 

N.17 San Diego State Ww 55-23 | MUMMEEI PenGame Rank 
Maa eerel ©) 31 cal L 42-36 | +10 Ea 5 
Gamesin bot represent swing games |” dete Tackles: Chris Thomas, 110, 56 solo 
Wer Linda a role win ors #Armed Forces Bowl eae hia 


HEAD COACH 


HOUN RECORD AT SCHOOL: 


CAREER RECORD: 


ain nt coach 


26 Spencer Armstrong (St) 
4 Kyle Halderman (S0.) 
70 Matt Markling (So, 

64 Jake Morrow (S0.) 

65 Michael Hampton (Jr) 

69 Tyler Shonsheck(So.) 
78 Ben Marshall (So) 

84 Steve Shaffer (0.) 
14 Shea Smith (Sr) 

42. Jared Tew (So) 

28 Kyle Lumpkin (S0,) 


49 Ryan Gonzales (lt) 
56 Jared Marvin (St) 
90 Rick Ricketts (So.) 
92 Myles Morales (dr) 
43 Justin Moore (dr), 
55 Clay Bryant (Jr) 
37 William Keuchler (S0.) 
22 Brenton Byrd (Jt) 
18 Elliott Battle 60.) 
30 Luke Yeager (Sr) 
29 Luke Hyder (Ut) 


KR 8 Reggie Rembert (So.) 
PR 8 Reggie Rembert (So.) 


CO-OFFENSIVE COORDIN: 


IN. DEFENSIVE COORDINATOS 
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Interceptions: Chris Thomas, 1 for 12 yds. 
(Indicates numer of retursing starters «BOLD indicates returning starters 


Grae Coates 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


OFFENSE Memphis has rarely had difficulty 
scoring under coach Tommy West, depending 
on record-setting quarterback Danny 
Wimprine and NFL running back DeAngelo 
Williams early in Wests tenure, and 
quarterback Martin Hankins the past two 
seasons. 

This fall, West hopes a veteran offensive 
line, led by all-conference candidate Brandon 
Pearce, and a talented receiving corps will help 
break in a new starting quarterback. Junior 
college transfer Arkelon Hall comes to 
Memphis after spending last season as 
quarterback at the College of the Sequoias in 
California, where he threw for 2,398 yards and 
13 touchdowns. Hall can make all the throws 
necessary in the U of M's spread offense, and 
he also can run if needed, He'll be pushed by 
sophomore Matt Malouf, who displayed an 
accurate arm in the spring after playing a key 
reserve role as a freshman, mostly as a runner 
on third- and fourth-down situations. 


‘Memphis hasn't returned a kickoff 
for a touchdown since 1996, 
when Kevin Cobb's 95-yard 1D 
return helped the Tigers shock a 
Tennessee team led by Peyton 
Manning. 


Junior running back ‘TJ. Pitts missed the 
spring while recovering from a broken ankle 
suffered in the bowl game but should move 
into a starting role. Former junior college 
transfer Curtis Steele, a back with speed to the 
outside, should be Pitts’ backup. 

Receiver Duke Calhoun, who also missed 
the spring recovering from injury, leads one of 
the more talented receiving corps in the 
conference. The league’s biggest target, 6'8" 
Carlos Singleton, is a threat anywhere on the 
field, but particularly in the red zone. 


DEFENSE Shortly after Memphis dropped a 
44-27 decision to Florida Atlantic in the ReL 
Carriers New Orleans Bowl, West hired Tim 


1 Ole Miss 
». 15 Jacksonville State 
. 22 at UCF 
. 27 at Arkansas State 
). 2 Marshall 
). 13 Middle Tennessee 


at Ole Miss S. 
S. 
s. 
s. 
0. 
0. 
0. 20 at Rice 
0. 
N. 
N. 
N. 
N. 
0. 


L 

6 Rice w 
at Marshall w 
Nicholls State w 
Arkansas State w 
2 at UAB Ww 
Louisville L 
at East Carolina L 
Southern Miss L 
* 


). 27 at Tulane 
. 3 East Carolina 
1. 10 at Southern Miss 


ZEROS S ON ENN 
i= 


8 at SMU 17 UAB 
aU 24 SMU 
29 Tulane wl, 


21 #Florida Atlantic 
‘Games in bold represent swing games 
‘Wor Linicaes a projected win o loss 


HEAD COACH: TOMMY WES 


RECORD AT SCHOO! 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATO! N. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


1996 


#New Orleans Bowl 


Walton to coordinate the Tiger defense. Walton 
came to Memphis after spending 2007 as the 
University of Miami’s defensive coordinator. 
When Miami coach Randy Shannon dismissed 
Walton, West quickly nabbed an assistant he 
had on his Memphis staff in 2001. West has 
supreme confidence in Walton. 

If the defense is to make an impact, the line 
will be an integral part of the turnaround. 
Clinton McDonald, an all-conference 
candidate, leads the group and was selected by 
his teammates as a captain in 2007, the only 
junior so honored in West’s tenure. Linebacker 
should be a more productive position after 
being hit with injuries last fall. Sophomore 
Winston Bowens and Greg Jackson missed 
significant time but are back and welcome 
conyerted defensive end Josh Weaver. 

The physical, aggressive theme should carry 
over to Tiger defensive backs. Walton will 
coach the safeties and new assistant Lytrel 
Pollard will work with the cornerbacks. Senior 
corner Michael Grandberry, who didn't play 
much a year ago, flourished under the 

new philosophy in the spring, 


SPECIALISTS Memphis has struggled for 
consistency in the kicking game since losing 
placekicker Stephen Gostkowski to the NEL 
New England Patriots following the 2005 
season, Mace Reagan returns for his third 
son but was O-for-3 from 40 yards and 
beyond last year. ‘The return game is sound 
with Grandberry handling kickoffs and 
Earnest Williams handling punts. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Boise State and Hawaii, two 
non-BCS teams that have earned BCS bowl 
bids, are Memphis’: role models. To have a 
chance at following their leads, the U of M 
must rake the next step first: win its conference 
and play in the hometown Liberty Bowl. But 
making the leap from a 7-6 season to a league 
title will be a challenge for the Tigers, who 
must replace too many players at key positions. 


L 23-21 | Gag Per Game Rank 
W 35-14 | Scoring 29.2 ppg 51 
L 56-20 } Rushing 1379 ypg 7 
L 35-31 | Passing 305.8 ypg B 
W 24-21 | Total 443.6 yog B 
a ae Defense PerGame Rank 
Ww yea | Semting 32.2 ppg 96 
iL 56-40 Rushing 202.5 ypg 103 
we ocag | Passing 239.0 ypa 74 
ine IRS 441.5 yp 100 
Woy 55-52 | CEE Per Game Rank 
Lata | +20 a ry 


44 (7 YEARS) CAREER RECORI 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


THE QUOTE 
“T want the swagger bacl 
we had in 2000. 1 felt 


with our defense that 


e when we went on the 
field (in 2000) we had a purpose and an 


ion. 


We haven't had that.” 


— Memphis coach Tomn 


‘OFFENSE (7) 
WR 22 Duke Calhoun (Jr) 
WR 2 Steven Black (Sr) 
14 Earnest Williams (St) 
LT 55 Brent Todd (Sr) 

UG 54 Terrence Echols (Sr) 


77 Malcom Rawls (dr) 
RT 71 Brandon Pearce (Sr) 
TE 85 Brett Russell (Sr) 


QB 8 Arkelon Hall (dr) 
TB 3 Ts. Pitts (Jr) 
DEFENSE (10) 


DE 41 Corey Mills (St) 

DT 53 Clinton McDonald (Sr) 
NT 99 Freddie Barnett (Sr) 
DE 94 Greg Terrell (1) 

OLB. 59 Greg Jackson (dr) 
MLB 50 Winston Bowens (S0.) 
OLB 90 Josh Weaver (Jr) 

€B 27 Michael Grandberry (Sr) 
CB. 21 LeRico Mathis (Sr) 
SS 8 Tony Bell (Sr) 

FS 2 Brandon Patterson (St) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 43 Matt Reagan (Jr) 
P49 Brent Sutherland (Se) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


, expressing his 
on hiring Tim Walton 


89 Carlos Singleton (de) 
80. Maurice Jones (Sr) 
87 Carlton Robinzine (Sr) 
79. Paul Edwards (dr) 

70 Michael Denning (Sr) 
61 Michael Antonescu (Fr) 
Dominik Riley (So.) 
75 Ronald Leary (Ft) 

81 Deven Onarheim (So,) 
10 Matt Matout (So.) 

26 Curtis Steele (Jr) 


98 Tommy Walker (So,) 
97. Steven Turner (dr) 
60. Brandon Douglas (Sr) 
96 Jada Brown (Jr) 

48. Corderick Govan (So.) 
45 Tommy Phelps (Sr) 
25 deremy Rockette (Jt) 
7 Alton Starr (Jr) 

4 Darius Davis (S0.) 
39 Malcolm Jones (So.) 
9) Jermaine Richardson (Fr) 


27. Michael Grandbery (Sr) 
PR 14 Earnest Willams (Sr) 


ill Hudgens, 104-52-587-0, 5TDs 


Rushing: Ty, Pitts, 106 car, 481 yds., 1 TD 
Receiving: Duke Calhoun, 62 rec., 890 yds., 51Ds 
Tackles: Brandon Patterson, 77, 42 solo 


‘Sacks: Clinton McDonald, 4 


Interceptions: Brandon Patterson, 3; LeRico Mathis, 3 


( Indicates numberof returning starters « 


LD indicates returning states 
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OFFENSE Head coach Shane Montgomery, 
who doubles as offensive coordinator, hasn't 
been able to get Miami's attack hitting on all 
cylinders, and questions at quarterback make 
it likely thar the 2008 offense once again will 
be hit-and-miss. Junior Dan Raudabaugh 
ended 2007 as the starter, but his 
inconsistency left him locked in a competition 
with sizable (6'5", 236 pounds) redshire 
freshman Clay Belton that was due to last deep 
into summer camp. Whoever quarterbacks has 
a deep corps of receivers to work with, which 
means opponents can't focus on one. 

New running backs coach Jay Graham faced 
the daunting task of keeping his tailbacks 
healthy enough to produce enough of a 
ground attack to take some of the pressure off 
the quarterbacks. Sophomore Thomas 
Merriweather is the projected starter after 
racking up 40 carties for 143 yards and a team- 
high four touchdowns last season. 


12 


DEFENSE Reigning MAC Defensive Player of 
the Year Clayton Mullins leads a linebacker 
corps that ranks as the best in the league. The 
fifth-year senior middle linebacker led the 
Redhawks and finished 10th in the nation 
with 143 tackles last season, 

Senior Joey Hudson and junior Caleb 
Bostic flank Mullins, and senior Chris Shula is 
a capable backup. 

‘The aggressive defensive line keeps pressure 
on quarterbacks, led by fifth-year senior end 
Joe Coniglio, the team leader last season with 
6.5 sacks. The RedHawks, who tied for the 
East Division championship and earned a 


Daniel Raudabaugh threw 12 
touchdowns and 12 interceptions 
fast fall, one reason Miami's 
pass offense fell to sixth in the 
MAC from third in 2006, 


berth in the conference championship game 
because of a tiebreaker, led the MAC with 32 
sacks, costing opponents 255 yards. 


REDHAWKS Ju 


The secondary lost only one starter in 
cornerback Jerid Gaines, but junior Wendell 
Brunson is ready to step in for Gaines after 
making three starts. 


SPECIALISTS Fifth-year senior punter Jake 
Richardson, a Ray Guy Award candidate, is on 
pace to set the school career record for average 
yards per punt. His current average of 41.8 
yards per punt is No. 1. 

Senior Nathan Parseghian ended the 2007 
season as the starting kicker, but he is one 
slump away from losing the job to junior 
Trevor Cook. Their combined 60 percent 
success rate (18-of-30) ranked 12th in the 13- 
team MAC, Senior Kyle Decker returns for his 
fourth season as Miami’s capable holder. 

Sophomore Jamal Rogers wiped out the 
single-season record for kickoff returns with 
43 and kick return yards with 973 last season, 
leaving him more than halfway toward passing 
Milt Bowen's career record of 1,826 kickoff- 
return yards. 


FINAL ANALYSIS There's no telling what 
Montgomery, the former quarterback who 
played such a large role in developing Ben 
Roethlisberger, would do for stability at signal- 
caller. Belton’s Big Ben-like size and big-time 
left arm might prove tantalizing enough for 
the coach 0 be willing to pur up with the 
mistakes almost guaranteed to be made by 
such an inexperienced passer. 

Whether Belton or Raudabaugh lands the 
job, a stable running game would help their 
situation. Injuries have riddled the position 
each of the past two seasons, keeping pressure 
on the passing attack to produce points. 

Miami’s experienced, swaggering defense 
will help keep the RedHawks in games and 
perhaps take some pressure off of the offense. 
Playing six home games for the first time in 
school history also could help the RedHawks 
finish over .500 for the first time since 2005 
— Montgomery's first season as head coach. 


JOEY HUDSON 


THE QUOTE 


OFFENSE (7) 


1 Dustin Woods (dt) 
17 Chris Givens (So) 

2 Eugene Harris (So.) 
55 Steve Sutter (Sr) 
68 Dave DiFranco (Sr) 
'52 Josh Satterthwait (St) 
75 Bob Gulley (So.) 
76 Zach Marshall (Jt) 
‘80 Tom Crabtree (Sr) 


11 Armand Robinson (So.) 
86 Donovan Potter (So,) 

9. Jamal Rogers (S0.) 

70. Nate Wiliams (S0.) 

77 Kevin Koncelik (Ft) 

56 Brandon Brooks (Fr) 
56 Brandon Brooks (Fr) 
70 Nate Wiliams (S0,) 

83. Jake O'Connell (Sr) 


12 Daniel Raudabaugh (dr) 13 Clay Belton (Fr) 
34 Thomas Merriweather (So.) 25 Dan Green (Fr.) 


DEFENSE (8) 
DE 51 Joe Coniglio (Sr) 
LT 90 Sean Redwine (So.) 
NT 93 Martin Channels (Jr) 
DE 99 Travis Craven (Jr) 
OLB 9 Clayton Mullins (Sr) 
MLB 48 Joey Hudson (St) 
OLB 44 Caleb Bostic (Jt) 
3 deff Thompson (Je) 
26 Wendell Brunson (dr) 
6 Robbie Wilson (Sr) 
22 Jordan Gafford (dt) 


21 Jordan Stevens (So,) 
Mike Johns (Fr) 

98 Mark Paun (Jt) 

85 Morris Couneil (So, 

37. Ryan Kennedy (So.) 

20 Chris Shula (St) 

14 David Davis (S0.) 

30. Brandon Stephens (So.) 

16 Bryan Roland (St) 

31. DeAndre Gilmore (S0.) 

23 Ben Bennett (So) 


2008 SCHED! 07 RE: 6-7, 

A, 28 Vanderbilt * | A. 30 atBallState = =W 14-13 
S. 6 at Michigan L|S. 8 atMinnesota (ot) 41-35, 
S. 13 Charleston Southern W | S. 15 Cincinnati L 47-10 
S. 20 at Cincinnati L |S. 22 at Colorado Lo 4-0 
0. 4 Temple W |S. 29 Syracuse Ww 17-14 
0. 11 atNorthern Tiinois W | 0, 6 atKentState W 20-13 
0.18 at Bowling Green * | 0, 13 BowlingGreen W 47-14 | Scoring 25.6 ppg 8 
0. 25 Kent State * | 0. 20 atTemple L 24-17 | Rushing 168.5 ypg 76 
N. 4 at Buffalo * 10. 27 atVanderbit © L 24-13 | Passing 206.9 ypg B 
N. 11 Ball State * 1 N. 3 Buffalo Ww 31-28 | Total 3754 ypa 54 
N. 21 atToledo WN. 14 Akron STARE TO Marin PerGame Rank 
N. 28 Ohio WN. 24 at Ohio L 38-29) 3 -B 76 

Worthéesecapomedwneros | 2 atCentral Michigan L 35-20 


HEAD COACH: 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATC 
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RECORD AT St 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 35 Nathan Parseghian (Sr) 
P 4 dake Richardson (St) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Daniel Raudabaugh, 382-209-2,431-12, 12 TDs 
Rushing: Thomas Merriweather, 40 car, 143 yds., 47s 
Receiving: Eugene Harris, 46 rec., 542 yds., 27Ds 
‘Tackles: Clayton Mulins, 143, 
Sacks: Joe Conigio, 6.5 
Interceptions: Jeff Thompson, 3 for 0 yds. 
(4 inicatesnanber of reing starters» BOLD nts reng tres 


KR 9 Jamal Rogers (So.) 
PR 2 Eugene Harris (S0.) 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Mion 


‘Bowing Green SID 


OFFENSE A loaded unit is in good hands with 
Tyler Sheehan returning at quarterback after 
leading an overtime win at Minnesota in his 
first start, then settling in and throwing 23 
touchdown passes and passing for 3,264 yards. 
He is one of eight offensive starters returning 
for the Falcons. The top three rushers from 
2007 — Anthony Turner, Willie Geter and 
Chris Bullock — combined for 1,435 yards 
last year, and are all good enough to start and 
possess contrasting skill sets. 

When the Falcons open at Pitt, the players 
responsible for 300 of the team's 332 
receptions in 2007 will be on hand. This group 
is led by Freddie Barnes, a former quarterback 
who had 82 receptions for 962 yards and nine 
touchdowns last year. Corey Partridge is the 
possession guy; Marques Parks, Chris Wright 
and Tyrone Pronty provide experience and 
depth. 

Graduation losses demand that the most 
work be done along the line, where a couple 
positions are open. Brandon Curtis and Shane 
Steffy are returning regulars, while Tyler 
Donahue, Jeff Fink, Aaron Kent and Brady 
Minturn will battle for the remaining posts. 


DEFENSE Most of the eight players who saw 
significant action in 2007 return along the 
line, led by first-team All-MAC end Diyral 
Briggs (54 tackles with five sacks in 2007). 
Jacob Hardwick and Michael Ream, along 
with Orlando Barrow, Angelo Magnone, 
Adrian Baker, Joe Schaefer and Nick Torresso 
provide the depth for wholesale rotations. 

The linebackers thrive on relentless pursuit 
and gang-tackling, led by Erique Dozier with 
his team-best 112 tackles and John Haneline’s 
96. The third linebacker spot should go to 
converted safety Jarrett Sanderson. 


In their last game, the Falcons 
allowed a season-worst 562 yards 
of offense to Tulsa in a humbling 
63-7 GMAC Bowl loss. 


«BOWLING GREEN 


FALGONS | 


The Falcons return starters to the four 
secondary positions, so one of the reams 
strengths from a year ago should be even better 
this fall. The group is led by Antonio Smith, 
who finished with 80 tackles and two 
interceptions last year. PJ. Mahone had a 
MAC-best seven interceptions and 90 tackles. 
Jahmal Brown and Kenny Lewis also started 
13 times and were among the team leaders in 
tackles. 


SPECIALISTS A glaring weakness in the past, 
this area stabilized last year with the arrival of 
kicker Sinisa Vrvilo and punter Nick lovinelli. 
The kicking game should evolve into an asset 
with both of them returning. Vrvilo was 
perfect on 47 extra points, while lovinelli 
averaged 38.4 yards a punt, with 12 downed 
inside the 20 yard-line. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Falcons created their 
own tough act to follow by winning a division 
co-championship last year, posting an 8-5 
record and going to their third bowl in five 
years. With most of that team back, there's no 
sneaking up on anyone now. The Falcons will 
have to produce points in bunches and stiffen 
up their defense in order to repeat last year’s 
success. 

Sheehan returns as a proven, confident 
commodity surrounded by depth and skill at 
running back and receiver. If the line comes 
together and gives him protection, this offense 
should fly high. Bowling Green’s defense has 
cight of the top nine tacklers from 2007 back, 
and one of the league’s best secondaries. With 
both specialists also returning, Bowling Green 
coach Gregg Brandon is dealing with lofty 
expectations. 

The schedule provides its stiffest tests early, 
with trips to Pittsburgh, Boise State and 
Wyoming and a home date with Minnesota. 
Some success in that stretch could set the 
Falcons up for a solid run at second straight 
MAC East title. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (8-5, 5-2) 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30. at Pittsburgh L|S. 1 atMinesota — W (ot) 32-31 
S. 6 Minnesota + |S. 8 atMichigan State L 28-17 | 
S. 13 at Boise State L |S. 22 Temple Ww 4935 
S.27. at Wyoming + | S. 29 West. Kentucky W 41-21 
0. 4 astern Michigan w | 0 6 atBoston College L 55-24 
0. 11 at Akron W | O03 atMiami (OH) Ara Per Game ank 
0:18. Wand (orn + | 0. 20 atkentState W 31-20 wins = 
0.25 atNorthern Illinois * | 0- 27 Ohio L 327 2079 ypa 109 
N, 1 Kent State Oy ene - we 216.6 ypa 2 
Tate ra w | Ne 9 at€aster wich, Ww 39-32 ee - 
N17 atbutialo = «W317 
N. 21 Buffalo * | N. 3 Toledo WwW 37-10 Per Game Rank 
N. 28 at Toledo WHS. game oer 00 35 
Worthdctesopoecedwncrios: | #GMAC Bowl 


HEAD COACH 


CO-OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: MATT CAMPBELL, TROY ROTHENBUHLER DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: MIKE WARD. 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


-_ 
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THE QUOTE 
“T think we have to be a championship defense 
to win the (MAC) championship. The feams that 
are winning the league have great defenses. 
We certainly have enough experience and talent 
on that side of the ball to be a championship 
defense.” 
— Coach Gregg Brandon 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 1 Corey Partridge (Sr) 3 Marques Parks (Sr) 
WR 12 Chris Wright (dr) 83 Tyrone Pronty (Jr) 
pS Aa athe ates ae Sl he) SME 
WR 86 Jermiah Kelley (Sc) 84 Derek Brighton (So) 


LT 76 Aaron Kent (Sr) 
75 Shane Steffy (Jr) 
C 55 Brandon Curtis (Sr.) 


64 Scott Albert (dr) 
64 Scott Albert (Jr) 
61 Ben Bojicie (Fr) 


RG 70 Brady Minturn (Jc) 74 def Fink (Sr) 
RT _46 Tyler Donahue (S0) 87 Dud. Young (dr) 
QB 13 Tyler Sheehan (Jr) 14 Nate Brown (Fr) 
TB 17 AnthonyTurner (St) 28 Willie Geter (So.) 
DEFENSE (8) 


DE 99 Diyral Briggs (Sx) 
NG 63 Orlando Barrow (So.) 
DT 90 Michael Ream (Jt) 
DE _58 Jacob Hardwick (Jr) 
WLB 44 John Haneline (Sr) 
MLB 30 Erique Dozier (Sr) 
SLB 4 derett Sanderson (Jr) 
CB 2 Antonio Smith (Sr) 
CB 21 Kenny Lewis (St) 
SS _25 Pal. Mahone (ut) 

FS 24 Jahmal Brown (ir) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 41 Sinisa Vrvilo (Sr) 
P26 Nick Iovineli (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Tyler Sheehan, 476-303-3,264-11, 23 TDs 
Rushing: Anthony Turner, 106 car, 519 yds., 9 TDs 
Receiving: Freddie Barnes, 82 rec., 962 yds., 9TDs 
Tackles: Erique Dozier, 112, 43 solo 
Sacks: Diyral Briggs, 5 
Interceptions: PJ, Mahone, 7 for 220 yds. 
(indicates umber of returiog Starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 


47_Adrian Baker (Sr) 
77. Nick Torresso (S0.) 
95 Nick Davis (Se) 

51 Angelo Magnone (So.) 
42. Eugene Fells So.) 
45 Cody Basler (Jr) 

37 Aaron Davis (ut) 

2 Tarell Lewis (Jr) 

31. Roger Wiliams (Jr) 
27 Giovanni Fillari (Sr) 
4 erett Sanderson (Jt) 


KR 31_Roger Willams (Jr) 
PR 2 Antonio Smith (St) 
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OFFENSE Syracuse has its third offensive 
coordinator in four years. Mitch Browning's 
mandate is to fix an offensive line that gave up 
54 sacks and was the primary reason the 
Orange ranked 118th in the nation in rushing 
last season, 

There is some hope for the running game, 
however. Sophomore tailback Doug Hogue 
and senior fullback Tony Fiammerta are the 
key runners, though the return of Delone 
Carter and Curtis Brinkley from injuries and 
the addition of prized recruit Averin Collier 
give the backfield talent and depth. 

The real playmaker of the offense is wide 
receiver Mike Williams, the team’s best pass- 
catcher in a decade. Williams caught 60 passes 
for 837 yards and 10 touchdowns. Junior 
Lavar Lobdell has the pedigree and athletic 
tools to be a force, but he needs to overcome 
his inconsistency catching the ball. 

Junior quarterback Andrew Robinson has 
proven that with pass protection, he can be 
productive. He passed for more than 400 yards 
in a game twice last season. Browning has 
eliminated the seven-step drop and. has 
installed more quick throws to cut down on 


the protection issues. 


DEFENSE Head coach Greg Robinson will 
take a more proactive role in the defense this 
fll, sharing the role of coordinator with 
ick Jackson. It’s a unie that struggled last 
year and still has significant issues to address. 

“There is one area of known strength, and it’s 
in a great place. Nosetackle Arthur Jones is a 
dominating force who ranked second in the 
Big East a year ago with 17.5 tackles for a loss. 
He and sophomore tackle Bud Tribbey are the 
best players on the defense. 


Syracuse wide receiver Mike Williams has 
caught touchdown passes in nine straight 
games, the longest active streak of any 
player in the country. 


2008 SCHEDULE | 2007 RESULTS ( 
A. 30 atNorthwestern —-L_| A. 31 Washington 
5. 6 Akron Ws. 8 atTowa 
S. 13 Penn State L | §. 15 tinois 
S. 20 Northeastern W| 5 2 attouisvie 
S27), Pitsburgh “| s. 29 at Miami (OH) 
0. 11 at West Virginia L lo, 6 West Virainia 
0, 18 atSouth Florida | 9 45 putgers 
Ne 1 Louisville L 
0. 20 Buffalo 

No 8 at Rutgers L : 
N. 15. Connecticut if: [hese etemieoacan 
N.2 atNotrepame 1. | Ne 20. South Florida 
N29 atCineinati L_| N17 at Connecticut 

Ganesin tod earesrt svingsones | N. 24 Cincinnati 
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CO-DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 


The secondary is the biggest question mark. 
The only given is corner Mike Holmes, who 
was a revelation last season as a true freshman. 

The Orange figure to have two new starters 
at linebacker to bracket starting middle backer 
Jake Flaherty. Syracuse paid some painful dues 
last season in getting freshmen Mike Mele and 
Parker Cantey playing time. Both are battling 
for starting jobs. Chad Battles is the best 
linebacker in the group, and converted running 
back Derrell Smith was on the brink of passing 
Cantey in spring practice. Thar’ either a good 
thing or bad thing depending on your outlook. 


SPECIALISTS Who knew, but the one area 
Robinson finally resolved is his special teams 
units. The Orange have a solid, dependable 
and slimmed-down placekicker in Pat Shadle, 
who has connected on 26-of-32 field goals the 
last two seasons. 

Punter Rob Long and kick returner Max 
Suter earned freshman All-America honors last 
season. And Ryan Howard finally stepped 
through the Orange’ revolving door at punt 
returner. Thar’ the good news. 

What Syracuse needs this season are deeper 
kickoffs, a new long snapper and an ability to 
cut down on sending the kickoff return team 
onto the field. Opponents sent 78 kickoffs at 
the Orange last year, a number that underlined 
SU’s defensive wos 


FINAL ANALYSIS For thing 
could boil down to one unit — the offensive 
line. Irs been a three-year train wreck that will 
cost Robinson his job 
improvements are made. The Orange have the 
skill players to make the offense better. They 
jus need the line to make it go. 

The non-conference schedule includes 
Northwestern, Penn State and Notre Dame, 
while four of the seven Big East games are on 
the road. Even if the Orange are improved, it’s 
difficult to envision them climbing out of the 


Big East cellar, 


unless major 


, 6) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
42-12 Per Game 
35-0 | Scoring 16.4 ppg 116 
41-20 | Rushing 628 ypg us 
3-35 | Passing 229.2 ypq 55 
7-14 | Total 2919 ypa ua 
55-14 | PEGE Per Game Rank 
BM | cg ae 18 
tushit B ype 
W > 20-12 | passing 2609 yg 102 
L 2-17 | Total 468.8 ypg i 
beak TO Margin Per Game Rank 
L 3715 “50 % 
L 5231 


CAREER RECORD: 


ANDREW ROBINSON 
THE QUOTE 


fou have to give q 
Robinson a lot 
beating last y 
hich wasn’t ve 


*ENSE (6) 
11 Lavar Lobdell (dr) 

1 Mike Williams (Jn) 

77 Tucker Baumbach (S0.) 
70 Ryan Bartholomew (So.) 
60 Jim McKenzie (So.) 

75 Ryan Durand (Sr) 

73 Jonathan Meldrum (So.) 
85 Mike Owen (Jt) 

9 Andrew Robinson (Jr) 
FB 43 Tony Fiammetta (Sr) 
RB 32 Doug Hogue (S0,) 


DEFENSE (4) 

DE 91 Brandon Gilbeaux (Jr) 
NT 97 Arthur Jones (Jt) 
DT 94 Bud Tribbey (So.) 
DE 30 Vincenzo Giruzzi (St) 
SLB. 25 Derrell Smith (S0,) 
MLB 45 Jake Flaherty (Sc) 
WLB 53 Chad Battles (Fr) 
CB 35 Mike Holmes (So.) 
28 Nico Scott (50) 

SS _17 Ad. Brown (Sr) 

FS 15 Bruce Williams (St) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 42 Patrick Shadle (Sr) 
P 47 Rob Long (S0.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


OFF! 
wr 


WR 
iT 
ie 
c 
RG 
aT 
Te 
OB 


Tackles: Jake Flaherty, 95, 45 solo 
‘Sacks: Four players tied with 1 


Andrey 


edit. He 
hind that offens 


t coming 


81 Dan Sheeran (So.) 
7 Donte Davis (S0.) 
64 Corey Chavers (Sr) 

52 Ollie Haney (Fr) 
79 Dalton Philips (St) 
71 Adam Rosner (S0.) 
64 Corey Chavers (St) 
33 Ben Maljovec (Sr) 

4 Cameron Dantley (St) 

Carl Cutler (Fr) 
3 Delone Carter (S0.) 


88 Lamar Middleton (Fr) 
95 Nick Santiago (Sr) 

55 Anthony Perkins (S0.) 
90 Jared kimmel (S0,) 

46 Parker Cantey (S0,) 
58 Mike Stenclik (Jr) 

50 Mike Mele (So, 

6 Da'Non Merkerson (Sa) 
26 Kevyn Scott (Fr) 

24 Max Suter (S0) 

6 Da’Mon Merkerson (So) 


KR 24 Max Suter (S0.) 
PR 21 Ryan Howard (Sr) 


Passing: Andrew Robinson, 292-154-2,192-7, 13 TDs 
Rushing: Curtis Brinkley, 111 car, 371 yds., 2TDs 
Receiving: Mike Wiliams, 60 rec., 837 yds., 107Ds 


Interceptions: A.J. Brown, 2 for 38 yds. 


(€incates numberof returing starters + BOLD nticatesreturing starters 
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‘The most critical position in new 
coach June Jones’ run-and-shoot is the 
quarterback, and unfortunately for Jones, nwo 
of the top candidates for the job weren't 
available during the spring. Justin Willis, a 
two-year starter, was suspended from the team 
for the spring semester, though Jones says it is 
likely Willis will recurn in the fall. The other 
player who will figure prominently in the race 
is incoming freshman Bo Levi Mitchell. 
Mitchell committed to Jones when he was at 
Hawaii, then he followed Jones to Dallas. 

Running back DeMyron Martin fits the 
run-and-shoot mold, a solid blocker who can 
catch the ball out of the backfield. He rushed 
for 458 yards on 106 carries last fa 

The run-and-shoot uses four or five 
receivers on nearly every snap, and SMU 
enters the fall with two known quantities. 
Jones called Aldrick Robinson “one of the 
better players I've ever coached,” and the 
burner will line up at the left outside position. 
In the slot next to him will be Emmanuel 
Sanders, a junior who led the team in receiving 
with 889 yards and caught nine touchdowns a 
year ago. 

‘The offensive line has not been a strong 
point in recent years for the Mustangs, and it 
remains to be seen how the current players will 
perform in the new offense, Jones says that all 
the line positions will be open to competition 
in the fall, 


When June Jones was hired at Hawaii, 
he increased the number of wins in his 
first season from zero to nine for the 
Warriors, setting an NCAA record for the 
biggest one-year turnaround. 


‘The new coaching staff broke down 
three of SMU’s games from its 1-11 season, 
and the position the staff thought looked 
much better than expected from the film to 
the practice field was the defensive line. End 
Youri Yenga had a monster spring and should 


have a big impact in his first year as a starter. 
Patrick Handy returns at tackle, and noseguard 
Serge Elizee should also be a major 
contributor. 

Justin Smart earned All-Freshman C-USA 
honors at end, but he was moved to middle 
linebacker and made a seamless transition. 
Will Bonilla, the returning starter at strong- 
side linebacker, will be joined at the weak-side 
spot by junior college transfer Alex Odiari, a 
former starter at Oklahoma State. 

The corners are more settled than the 
safeties, but the unit lacks quality depth. Bryan 
McCann returns at right corner after coming 
up with four picks as a sophomore, Derrius 
Bell held his own in the spring at the other 
corner. At the safety slots, competition will 
continue into the fall, and some true freshmen 
will get a look. 


‘Thomas Morstead was a bright 
spot in a dismal season for SMU, leading 
Conference USA and ranking fourth in the 
nation in net punting. He will also resume his 
kicking duties, where he was 13-of-20 on field 
goals and perfect on extra points. Skill guys 
Sanders and Jessie Henderson are slated to 
return punts and kicks again. 


Jones doesn’t appear to 
have much to work with right off the bar in 
Dallas, which is not a surprise for a team that 
I-11. The quarterback situation is 
muddled, though there appears some talent at 
the skill positions. If one of the passers 
manages to learn the offense, SMU could put 
some serious points up in the latter half of the 
year. 

The defense needs a major overhaul after 
finishing No. 117 in points allowed. Ie will be 
a surprise if SMU is able to keep opponents 
from piling up yards and points again this year. 
Ic will take a few years before the hope for 
winning seasons generated by the high-profile 
hiring of Jones becomes a reality. 


wa 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (1-11,0-8) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 29 at Rice * |S, 3 TexasTech em 0: Per Game Rank 
S. 6 Texas State WS. 8 NorthTexas  W 45-31 | Scoring 283 ppg 54 
S. 13 atTexasTech L |S. 15 at Arkansas State L 45-28 | Rushing 170.2 ypg 2 
$. 20 TCU L | s, 22 attcu L 2-7 | Passing 252.1 ypg 4 
S, 27 atTulane W |S. 29 UTEP L (ot) 48-45. | Total 4223 ypa 7 
0. 4 atUcF L | 0. 13 atSouthern Miss L 28-7 | RR Per Game Rank 
0. 11 Tulsa L | 0, 20 Tulane L (ot) 41-34 | Scoring 398 ppg 17 
0. 18 Houston L | 0. 27 atTulsa L 29-23 | Rushing 1973 ypg 9 
0, 25 at Navy L|N. 4 atHouston L 38-28 | Passing 3014 ypg 6 
N. 8 Memphis * | N10 Rice L 43-42 | Total 498.7 ypg 16 
N.15 at UTEP | N17 UcF L 49-20 | Per Game Rank 
N, 29 Southern Miss L_| N24 atMemphis ——_L (ot) 55-52 | -9 “75 104 


Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor L indicates a projected win or loss 
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DUS TAGS isa uss exci 4 


OFFENSE (5) 

WR 17 Emmanuel Sanders (Jt) 16. Simeon Thomas (Fr) 
WR 24 Aldrick Robinson (So.) 43. Kyle Sullivan (So,) 
WR 32 Josh Bryant (S0.) Ed, Drewery (Fr) 
WR 5 Zach Zimmerman (Jt) Bu, Lee (Fr) 

UT 70 Kelvin Beachum (Fc) 60. Vincent Chase (St) 
LG 74 Sean Lobo (Sr) 77 Josh LeRibeus (Fr) 
C 51 Mitch Enright (Jr) 50 Andrew Robiskie (Fr) 
RG 68 Bryce Tennison (Fr) 71 Kelly Turner (Fr) 
RT 67 Tommy Poynter (St) 79 JT. Brooks (Fr) 

QB 16 Justin Willis (1) Bo Levi Mitchel (Fr) 
RB 8 DeMyron Martin (Sr) _1. Chris Butler (S0.) 


DEFENSE (6) 

DE 42 Anthony Sowe (50) 
DT 94 Patrick Handy (St) 
NG 99 Serge Elizee (Sr) 
DE 48 Youri Yenga (So) 
SLB. 27 Will Bonilla (Sr) 
MLB 40 Justin Smart (So) 
WLB Alex Odiari (Ut) 
€B 12 Derrius Bel (Sa) 
CB 6 Bryan McCann (Jr) 
‘$5 _ 10 Rock Dennis (Jt) 
FS 41 Tyler Jones (So) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 15 Thomas Morstead (Sr) 
P 15 Thomas Morstead (Sr.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Justin Willis, 414-242-2,944-18, 25 TDs 
Rushing: Justin Willis, 180 car, 699 yds., 3TDs 
Receiving: Emmanuel Sanders, 74 rec., 889 yds., 9TDs 
‘Tackles: Will Bonilla, 82, 54 solo 
‘Sacks: Youri Yenga, 2.5, 
Interceptions: Bryan McCann, 4 for 63 yds. 
(€Inccates numberof retursing starters + BOLD indicates returing starters 


49. Jordan Johnson (S0.) 
93. Chris Parham (Jr) 
46 Zac Thomas (S0.) 

30. Adrian Dizer (Jt.) 

34 Jason Jackson (S0,) 
39 Ryan Mocaygemba (So.) 
29 Chase Kennemer (Jt) 
35 Tim Crosby (So.) 

23 Chris Castro (Fr) 

28 Bryce Hudman (dr) 
7 David Haynes (Sr) 


KR 9. dessie Henderson (St) 
PR 17 Emmanuel Sanders (ir) 
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OFFENSE By the time his career is complete, 
Drew Willy may be considered the best 
quarterback ever to wear a Buffalo uniform. 
The four-ye set a record for 
completions in a season (258), had the highest 
pass efficiency rating in school history (135.7), 
the highest completion percentage (68.4 
percent) in a single season and had 15 
touchdowns with only six interceptions. 

Like Willy, junior tailback James Starks will 
be one of the best ever to play his position at 
Buffalo. Starks enjoyed a breakout season, 
rushing for a career-best 1,103 yards to 
become the first Buffalo running back in the 
Division -A era co rush for 1,000 yards in a 
season, 

The receiving corps is by far the deepest 
position on the offense, led by junior Naaman 
Roosevelt, a third-team All-MAC selection. 
Senior Ernest Jackson is coming off the most 
productive season of his career when he hauled 
in 53 catches for 645 yards and. six 
touchdowns. Junior Bret Hamlin (38 catches, 


415 yards) i 


Buffalo will benefit from returning four of 
five starters on the offensive line, although the 
anchor of the line, center Jamey Richard, was 
lost to graduation. The remaining four 
linemen started all 12 games last season with 
three of them starting in 2006 as well. 


starter 


Coach Turner Gill, who also served 
as the offensive coordinator, 
directed an offense that scored 
291 points — the most in 
Buffalo's Division -A history and 
only 28 points shy of the school 
record. 


DEFENSE Buffalo returns plenty of experience 
to the defensive line but loses its anchor in all- 
league defensive end Trevor Scott. The bulk of 
the Bulls’ experience will be at defensive tackle, 
starting with Ronald Hilaire, who is coming 
off the best season of his career. 


A, 28 UTEP * | A. 30 at Rutgers 
S, 6 at Pittsburgh L |S. 8 atTemple 

S. 13 Temple W | S. 15 at Penn State 
S. 20 at Missouri L | S. 22 Baylor 

S, 27 at Central Michigan L | S. 29 at Ball State 
0.11 Western Michigan * | 0. 6 Ohio 

0. 18 Army W | 0. 13 Toledo 

0. 28 at Ohio W | 0. 20 at Syracuse 
N. 4 Miami (OH) * | 0. 27 Akron 

N. 13 at Akron WN. 3. atMiami (OH) 
N,21 at Bowling Green * | N. 17 Bowling Green 
N. 28 Kent State * | N. 24 at Kent State 
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DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


Linebacker is the one area where the Bulls 
have numerous questions after losing a pair of 
all-league players in Kareem Byrom and Larry 
Hurchinson. Redshirt freshman John 
truc freshmen Obi Ezemma are atop 
chart, along with sophomore Justin Winters. 
David Hubbard is the group's lone senior. 

The Bulls could very well possess the 
deepest and best secondary in the MAC. As a 
true freshman, safety Davonte Shannon 
became Buffalo's first All-MAC. first-team 
selection, He had more tackles (123) than any 
freshman in the nation. Mike Newton returns 
for his third season as a starting safety, while 
Kendric Hawkins, Domonic Cook and Josh 
Thomas will divvy up the cornerback duties. 


SPECIALISTS Kicker A.J. Principe was a 
pleasant surprise. He walked on to the team in 
the summer and by the end of training camp 
had earned a scholarship. He also carned the 
starting kicker job and went on to hit 15-of-20 
field goals for the season. Coach Turner Gill 
must find a replacement for four-year punter 
Ben Woods. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Eighteen starters return 
from a 5-7 team that finished 5-3 in the Mid- 
American Conference and won a share of the 
East Division championship. Among the 
returning starters are four All-MAC selections. 
So how will Gill’ team handle heightened 
expectations? 

“We've had high expectations since we first 
got here,” Gill says. “I don’t think there's going 
to be a big difference in how we coach and 
how we expect our players to perform. We're 
going to push them to the ma 

Gills main job might be keeping the Bulls 
from becoming overconfident. 

“We're going to keep them on edge because 
there’s a lot of things we need to accomplish, a 
lot of things we need to get better at,” he says. 

If that happens, Buffalo's first league 
championship and a bowl berth await. 


L 3-3 | Per Game Rank 
W 42-7 | Scoring 243 ppg 82 
L 45-24 | Rushing 130.0 ypg 87 
L 34-21 | Passing 2179 yg 8 
L494 | Total 347.9 ypg 9 
SEU Deiese Percane Rank | 
W 43-33 | Scoring 27.6 ppg 62 
L 20-12 | Rushing 1747 ypg re) 
W 26-10 | Passing 230.9 yng 6 
L 31-28 | Total 405.6 ypg 72 
L 31-7 | En Per Game Rank 
W (ot) 30-23 | +3 2B %6 
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OFFENSE (10) 

WR 18 Naaman Roosevelt (Jr) 
21 Ernest Jackson (St) 
70 Ray Norell (St) 

73 Peter Bittner (S0.) 
© 79 Chris Lauzze (Sx) 

75 deff Niedermier (Sr) 
77 Sordan Jerrold (dt) 
82 Jesse Rack (Jr) 

16 Drew Willy (St) 

32 Chris Scharon (St) 
19 James Starks (Jr) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 48 Chris Callahan (Sr) 
DT 95 Ronald Hilaire (Sr) 
DT 74 Anel Montanez (So.) 
DE _ 60 Mike Thompson (Se) 
OLB 26 John Syty (Fr) 

MLB 41 Obi Ezemma (Fr) 
OLB 34 Justin Winters (So.) 
B15 Josh Thomas (So.) 
CB 25 Domonic Cook (So.) 
$S__7 Davonte Shannon (So.) 
FS 30 Mike Newton (dr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 39 Ad. Principe (So.) 
P11 Peter Fardon (Fr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Sacks: Davonte Shannon, 25 


Interceptions: Mike Newton, 4 for 112 yds. 
(nicates number of returning starters + BOLD indieaesretuing starters 


Drew Willy, 377-258-2,572-6, 15 TDs 

mes Starks, 251 car, 1,103 yds., 12 TDs 
Receiving: Naaman Roosevelt, 63 rec., 766 yds., 4TDs 
Tackles: Davonte Shannon, 123, 73 solo 


body kno 


ith and it’s ore: 


88 Brett Hamlin (Jr), 

80 Terrell vackson (So) 
72 Andrew West (Jr) 

57 Jon Geddes (Sr) 

66 Brandon Flanagan (So.) 
76 Matt Bacoulis (dr) 

78 Matt Ostrowski (Fr) 
45. Robert Yealu (Sr) 

17 EdYoung (Fr) 

29 Lawrence Rolle (dr) 

27 Brandon Thermilus (So) 


56 Orlando Toussaint (Jr) 

92 Dane Robinson (ur) 

63 Kevin Johnson (J) 
Wile Moseley (Fr) 

51. Raphael Akobundu (Fr) 

53 Jerry Housey (So, 

44 David Hubbard (Sr) 

22 Sherrod Lott (So) 

12 Kendric Hawkins (dr) 

43, Chris Storr (It) 

49. Adekunle Akingba (Sr) 


KR 18 Naaman Roosevelt (J) 
PR 18 Naaman Roosevelt (Jt) 


Safe 5 
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OFFENSE New Colorado State coach Steve 
Fairchild has spent the past seven years 
learning the ins and outs of offense at the 
game’s highest level, serving as an NFL 
offensive coordinator the past four years. He 
hopes to use that knowledge, sprinkle in a few 
new wrinkles and come up with an attack that 
will help the Rams rebound from four 
consecutive non-winning seasons. 

Trouble is, Fairchild’s best ideas might not 
lead to offensive success. The Rams have 
significant holes at quarterback and wideout, 
and those shortcomings might lead to a long 
first season, 

On the plus side, the Rams have 
depth at running back, a strong off 
and one of the best tight ends around. 

Kyle Bell, a 1,200-yard rusher two seasons 
ago, and fellow senior Gartrell Johnson, who 
averaged 126 yards last year in the seven games 
he started, will splie duties at tailback, 


4.8 


The line, anchored by guard Adrian 
Martinez and tackle Cole Pemberton, is deep 
and talented, while senior tight end Kory 
prospect, has recovered 
surgery. Sperry had eight 
catches for 103 yards and three touchdowns in 
last year's season opener at Colorado. He 
injured his knee the following week. 

Senior Billy Farris, who has 
limited duty in his three seas ; 
starter at quarterback. A strong runner who 
struggles with passing accuracy, Farris will be 
counted on to provide leadership. 

Dion Morton is the best of the returning 
wideouts. Farris needs some of the talented but 
untested youngsters in the program to produce 
or the offense could be very one-dimensional. 


cellent 
sive line 


‘CSU averaged 4.8 wins over the 
final five seasons of Sonny Lubick's 
tenure. The Rams averaged 8.4 wins 
during Lubick’s first 10 years, 


A. 30 #Colorado L |S. 1 atColorado 

S. 6 Sacramento State Ws. § California 

n = daa ; S. 22 at Houston 

. 27 at California 

aT ONLY w | & 2 attou 

ou tw L_| 0. 6 San Diego State 

0. 18 atUtah L | 0. 13 AirForce 

0. 25 atSan Diego State * | 0. 20 at UNI 

N. 1 BYU L | 0. 27 Utah 

2 : ahi ; N. 3 atBU 

|. 15 New Mexico 

1022 a Wioabe £1 N. 10 at New Mexico 

Denver, CO N. 17 Georgia Southern 

Gamesinbldrepresert swing somes | N, 23. Wyoming 


Wor indicates a projected win or loss 
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2007 RESULTS (3-9, 2-6) 


DEFENSE Veteran defensive coordinator 
Larry Kerr, returning to CSU following a five- 
absence, will try co utilize returning talent 
at linebacker, safety and defensive end to cover 
some potential flaws at tackle and cornerback. 

Jeff Horinek, who has 26 consecutive starts 
and a 3.9 GPA, anchors a veteran linebacking 
crew thar includes returning starters Ricky 
Brewer and Jake Pottorff. Safeties Klint Kubiak 
and Mike Pagnotta are returning starters, and 
ends Wade Landers and Tommie Hill also 
return with plenty of starting experien 

Senior Matt Rupp provides a yereran 
presence at rackle, but after that it will be up to 
part-time players and youngsters to fill in. The 
challenge is more formidable at corner, where 
no player with starting experience returns. 


SPECIALISTS Senior Jason Smith, a two-year 
ter at kicker, probably will handle the 
punting as well. Smith, a standout triple- 
jumper on CSU's track team, has a chance to 
finish his career as one of the top three kickers 
in school history. The return game is up for 
grabs following heavy graduation losses. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Following 15 
Sonny Lubick’s leadership, Fairchild ral 
a once-proud program that has struggled the 
past four seasons, going a combined 17-30, 
‘The former Buffalo Bills offensive coordinator 
has worked hard to re-establish the rough, 
hard-nosed mentality that was the hallmark of 
Lubick’s program when he led the R 
nine bowl games and six conference title: 

‘The Rams completed spring drills fecling 
good about themselves, bur there are a few 
harsh realities in the way of an immediate 
return to success, Like a lack of experience at 
quarterback. And troublesome holes at 
wideout, cornerback and defensive tackle. 

If the Rams can get decent quarterback play 
and find some cornerbacks, they have 
to be competitive. Otherwise, Fairchild’s first 
could be long indeed. 
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2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
L (ot) 31-28 | ORS Per Game Rank 
L 34-28 | Scoring 253 ppg 5 
L 38-27 | Rushing 1667 ypg 44 
Lede | Passing 212.2 ypg Cc 
L 2-20 | Total 378.8 ypg n 
L521 oe = a Eb 
oring 18 ppg 
W 48-23 
Looe | Resting 2073 yng 107 
~~ | Passing 207.9 ypg 2» 
L 35-16 | total 415.2 ypg 80 
i Page? TO Margin Per Gat Rank 
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THE QUOTE 
I know (defensive coordinator) Larry 
sound as you can get. They're going to be 
re going to be well-coache 


osing MWC assistant co: 


OFFENSE (5) 
WR 84 Rashaun Greer (Jr) 
WR 31 Dion Morton (de) 

LT 78 Mark Starr (So.) 

UG 74 Shelley Smith (dn) 

© $7 Tim Walter (dc) 

RG 60 Adrian Martinez (dt) 
RT 53 Cole Pemberton (Jr.) 
TE 80 Kory Sperry (Sr.) 

8 15 Billy Farris (Sr) 

FB 36 Zac Pauga (So.) 

RB 34 kyle Bell (St) 


DEFENSE (4) 

DE 93 Wade Landers (St) 
DT 45 Matt Rupp (Sr) 

NG 62 dames Morehead (Jt) 
DE 91 Tommie Hill (Sr) 
WLB 56 Ricky Brewer (So.) 
MLB. 51 deff Horinek (Sc) 
SLB 41 Jake Pottorff (dr) 
CB 11 Nick Oppenneer (dr) 
CB 35 Ivory Herd (Ft) 

SS 13 Mike Pagnotta (St) 
FS 20 Klint Kubiak (dt) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 37 dason Smith (St) 
P 37 Jason Smith (St) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Billy Farris, 20-991-0, 01Ds 

Rushing: Gartrell Johnson II 181 car, 957 yds., 67Ds 
Receiving: Dion Morton, 20 rec. 183 yds., 11D 
Tackles: Jeff Horinek, 94, 46 solo 

‘Sacks: Tommie Hil, 5.5 

Interceptions: Jake Galusha, 1; Mike Pagnotta, 1 


Ryan Gardner (Jt) 

3 Matt Yemm (Fr) 

76 Paul Madsen (Ft) 
65 Ryan Grifth (So) 
52 Brian Lepak (So) 

55 Scott Benedict (Jr) 
75 Dane Stratton (Sr) 
8 Chris Kawulok (St) 
18 Grant Stucker (dr) 
92 Niles Tamminga (S0.) 

5 Gortrell Johnson (St.) 


24 Cory Macon (S0,) 
Sevaro Johnson (dt) 
92 Nuku Latu (Fr) 
61. Eugene Daniels (Ft) 
9 John Clark (Sr) 
6 Mychal Sisson (Fr) 
55 Curtis Cornelson (Sr) 
2 DeAngelo Wilkinson (So) 
22 Elijah-Blu Smith (Fr.) 
31 Zach Donaldson (Fr) 
15 Jake Galusha (St) 


KR 31Dion Morton (Jt) 
PR 31 Dion Morton (dr) 


(Indicates numberof returing starters «BOLD indicates turing starters 


153 


OFFENSE After a solid 2006 season, Julian 
Edelman figured to be one of the top 
quarterbacks in the MAC last fall. He led the 
Golden Flashes to a season-opening win at 
Towa Stare but was injured in a Week 2 loss at 
Kentucky. He managed to play in the next six 

ally the same player. 
in stepped in and played well, 
247-yard effort in a close loss 
MAC champion Ceneral 


to eventual 
Michigan, But he, too, went down with an 


injury. In Kent State used four 
quarterbacks during the 2007 season. Thi 
Edelman and Morgan are both hea 
making the quarterback a position of strength 
for the Golden 
Playing in an offense that struggled much of 
the season, the diminutive (5'5") Eugene Jarvis 
managed to rush for 1,669 yards (fifth-most in 
the nation) on a 6.0-yard average, He 
for at least 100 yards in nine of Kent Sta 
c averaged 122 yards against the 
conference opponents 


118 


‘The weak link in the offense is the receiving 
corps. Kent State ranked last in the MAC and 
in passing offense. Some of 
that was due to the lack of aabilty at 


lashes, 


Kent State ranked No, 118 in 
the nation in net punting last 
year, averaging 30.5 yards per 
attempt. Only San Jose State 
was worse. 


fall, the otensive line doe: 
players. Augustus Parrish 
all-conference honors and is a legitimate NFL 
prospect. 


DEFENSE ‘The defensive line did not live up 
to expectations last year and “kind of fell off,” 
according to coach Doug Martin. While still 


A. 30 #Boston College _| A. 30 at Towa State 
S. 6 at Towa State L |S. 8 at Kentucky 
5. 13 Delaware State  W| 5. 15 Delaware State 
8. 20 at ULLatayette = W | 6 99 at agron 
a ttt w | 5 2 atonio 
Staion w | 0+. 6 Miami (OH) 
0.25 atMiami (oH) —-* ‘| 0. 13 at Ohio State 
No 1 atBowling Green * | 0. 20 Bowling Green 
N. 12 Temple W | 0. 27 Central Michigan 
N. 18 Northern Ilinois — W | N. 10 at No. Ilinois 
N. 28 at Buffalo * | N. 17 atTemple 
+#Cleveland, OH N24 Buta 
ana nbd ripe cay ome 
Worl ndcatesa rote vier bss 
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playing a 3-4 scheme, Kent State will be 
making some adjustments with its alignment 
in order to become less predictable. A player to 
keep an eye on is defensive tackle Ishmaa’ily 
Kitchen, With a 6'3", 316-pound frame, 
Kitchen gives Kent State one of the biggest 
bodies on any defensive line in the MAC. 

Derek Burrell returns to anchor the 
linebacking corps after leading the Flashes 
with 112 tackles en route to earning third- 
team All-MAC honors. Kevin Hogan is an 
emerging playmaker; he ranked second on the 
team with 10 tackles for a loss in 2007. 

Kent State ranked 10th in the country in 
pass defense in 2006 and gave up only cight 
passing touchdowns. Those numbers dipped 
last year; the Flashes slipped ro 60th in pass 

fense and gave up 19 couchdown passes. The 
much-ballyhooed incoming freshmen — 
most notably Josh Pleasant, Jharron 
Armstrong and Leon Green — will contend 
for playing time right away. 


SPECIALISTS ‘The Golden Fla 
haunted by a dreadful kicking game through 
the years, but they finally found a dependable 
placekicker in Nate Reed. He converted 18-of- 
24 field goal atcempts las 
52 yards. However, punter Jake Kilroy 
struggled, averaging only 36.6 yards on his 57 
attempts. 


defe 


hes have been 


FINAL ANALYSIS The offensive line and 
running backs are as good as any in the 
conference, but questions still remain at 
quarterback and re Defensively, Kent 
State should be among the be 
jally at linebacker. A 
incoming recruits should help the secondary 
improve, And there is finally stability with the 
placekicking position. 

Considering that this team lost four MAC 
games by a touchdown, Kent State is not that 
far off from being a factor in the always- 


esp 


WwW 23-14 | Per Game Rank 
L 56-20 | Scoring 21.6 ppg 94 
W 38-7 | Rushing 2003 ypg 2 
L 27-20 | Passing 166.4 ypg m 
W 33495 | Total 366.7 ypg 82 
TUBER Defense Per Game Rank 
L 48-3 | Scoring 29.2 pp9 75 
L 31-20 | Rushing 1573 ypg 61 
Laieg | Passing 2283 ypg i) 
L 97-99 | Total 385.6 ypg 61 
eS TO Margin Per Game Rank 
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OFFENSE (7) 

9 Phil Garner (dn) 
85 Aaron Robinson (S0) 
4 Shavin Bayes (Sr) 

LT 56 Augustus Parrish (Sr) 
LG 69 Michael Fay (Fr) 

© 70 dosh Perry (Sr) 

76 Mike Roder (Jr) 

RT 78 Pat Reedy (So,) 

TE 26 Jameson Konz (St) 

1 Julian Edelman (Sr) 
RB 6 Eugene Jarvis (Jr) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 52 David Filipi (St) 
NT 74 Samm Frist (Jt) 
DT 67 Aaron Hull (Jr) 
BLB 94 Kevin Hogan (Jr). 
SLB 54 Cedrick Maxwell (St) 
MLB 5 Stevon Moss (St) 
WLB 19 Derek Burrell (Sr) 
B37 Kirk Belgrave (Jt) 
CB 7 Rico Murray (Sr) 
SS 38 Dan Hartman (S0,) 
FS 1 Will Johnson (S0,) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 98 Nate Reed (dr) 
P47 dake Kilroy (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


omment to us that th 
ne Jarvis behind the 
then ‘bam) he just slips 
runs right by them.” 


Kent State coach Doug N 


32 Alan Vanderink (S0.) 
13 Leneric Muldrow (So.) 
16 Mark Woodson (dr) 

71. Charles Laster (Ft) 

75 Dante Campbell (Jr) 
55 Chris Anzevino (Fr.) 

66 Travis McGraw (St), 
72 Michael Page (Fr.) 

24 Jonathan Simpson (So.) 
14 Giorgio Morgan (So.) 
25. Andre Flowers (S0,) 


90 Darrius Carter (Sr) 
95, Prishod Koonce (St) 
93. Ishmaa'ily Kitchen (Fr) 
49 Monte Simmons (S0.) 
56 Howard Bowens (So,) 
11. Cobrani Mixon (S0,) 
51 Anthony Mirando (Jr) 
21. Danny Sadler (Ur) 

12 Sam Kirkland (Fr) 

31 Brian Lainhart (So.) 
27 Greg Keys (Jr) 


KR 4 Shawn Bayes (Sr) 
PR 9 Phil Garner (Jr) 


Passing: Julian Edelman, 189-98-1,318-9, 77Ds 
Rushing: Eugene Jarvis, 279 car, 1,669 yds., 10TDs 


Receiving: Phil Garner, 27 rec., 


284 yds,, 17D. 


Tackles: Derek Burrell, 112, 52 solo 


Sacks: Kevin Hogan, 5 
Interceptions: Brian Lainhart, 2 


(Indicates number of retring starters» BOLD indicates reting starters 


for 71 yds. 
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ATHLON" SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Toy S10 


OFFENSE When head coach Larry Blakeney 
hired 27-year-old Neal Brown last spring, he 
made Brown the nation’s youngest offensive 
coordinator. But don’t be surprised if Brown 
turns prematurely gray, since Troy is devoid of 
experience at a lot of skill positions, 

The task of replacing two-time Sun Belt 
Offensive Player of the Year Omar Haugabook 
at quarterback falls ro sparsely used Tanner 
Jones, Jamie Hampton or Jonathan Chandler, 
with Richmond transfer Levi Brown also in 
the mix. Jones threw 27 passes in eight games 
last year and is the most experienced, although 
Hampton was named No. 1 coming out of the 
spring. Brown threw 132 passes in two years 
with the Spiders. 

The story at running back is more of the 
same, with no returnee finding the end zone 
in his career. In fact, 21 of Troy’s 22 rushing 
touchdowns from last year are departed, and 
Jones had the other one. DuJuan Harris 
rushed for 372 yards in 2007 and is 
considered the favorite to start, while 
conyerted defensive back Xavier Moreland is 


the backup. 


‘The offensive front, though, is outstanding 
with six regular starters and seven other 
lettermen returning. Tackles Dion Small and 
Chris Jamison head up what is easily the Sun 
Bele’s bese offensive line, while center Danny 
Franks and guards Wesley Potter, Tyler Clark 
and Will Chambliss are all solid. 

Brown is expected to continue Troy's wide- 
open spread offense, meaning that veteran 
wideouts Kennard Burton and Mykeal Terry 
and surprising 2007 freshman Jerrel Jernigan 
will all have plenty of passes thrown in their 
direction. 


Troy ranked No. Lin the nation in third 
down defense last year, allowing 
‘opponents to convert only 26.5 percent of 
their third down attempts. 


TROJA 


DEFENSE ‘Troy allowed the fewest points in 
the Sun Belt last year, mostly because ofa solid 
secondary. How solid? Even with the loss of 
national interceptions leader Elbert Mack and 
NEBL Draft first-round pick Leodis McKelvin, 
ies still a stellar unie. Safeties Tavares Williams 
and Sherrod Martin each had over 50 tackles 
last year including 11 for negative yardage. 
Martin will likely see time at corner this year. 

A learning curve is also in place at 
linebacker, other than for Boris Lee, the 
Trojans’ defensive surprise of last season. Lee 
earned all-league honors and led Troy in 
tackles as a sophomore, but the rest of the 
linebacker corps is filled with question marks. 

Kenny Mainor and Cameron Sheffield 
return at end in an experienced front wall, one 
made even better with the return of Brandon 
Lang after season-ending knee surgery last 
September. 


SPECIALISTS No Trojan who pur a foot on 
the ball last year returns, and that was one of 
Blakeney's biggest concerns in spring practice. 
‘The return game should be solid with Jernigan 
providing the big-play ability on both punts 
and kickoffs that McKelvin gave over the past 
few seasons. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The ‘Trojans have been 
solid for nearly two decades under Blakeney 
(136-68-1 over 17 seasons) and should be the 
same this year. But there's a big fear lurking. 
Troy depended heavily on the talented 
Haugabook in its first two years in the spread 
offense, and his departure leaves a gaping hole 
that wont be instantly filled. 

Ie not like Troy's blessed with experienced 
running backs to carry the early offensive 
load. Development in those two positions is 
crucial, since as talented as the Trojans are 
defensively and on the offensive front, they 
will still need to score points against a Sun 
Belt schedule that has more than its share of 
offensive standouts. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (8-4, 6-1) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 28 at Middle Tennessee * | S. 1 at Arkansas L 46-26 | RS Per Game Rank 
S. 6 at LSU UL} s. 8 atFlorida L 59-31 |} Scoring 34.0 ppg 5 
5. 13 Alcorn State Ws. 14 Oklahoma State w 41-23 | Rushing 182.6 ypg 35 
5. 20 at Ohio State Ls. 22 atULtatayette Ww. ae-ai | Paina 2703 ypq 30 
S. 27 at Oklahoma State | ¢ 99 YL Monroe W 24-7 | Total 452.8 yog 16 
0.11 atFloridaatintic | 5 atry wo 3eag | EES Per Game Rank 
0. 18 FIU w Scoring 74.6 ppg “4 
0. 25 atNorthTexas © w | 20 NorthTexas We 45° 7) ushing 195.2 ypg % 
N. 1 at UL Monroe i] (OP 27 sebiriensss States WATE) ong 183.1 ypg 10 
N. 8 Western Kentucky w | N- 3 at Georgia L M34 | Total 3783 yp9 37 
N. 22 UL Lafayette w | N20 atWestern Kentucky W 21-17 | (epee ver rrr eT 
D. 6 Arkansas State © w'|N- 20 MiddleTennessee W 45-7 | = 7 
ames intld reeset swing vanes | D, 1 Florida Atlantic © L-38-32 
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RECORD AT SCHOOL: 
OFFENSIVE COORDINAT 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


CAREER RECORI 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR’ 


OFFENSE (7) 
WR 88 Kennard Burton (Sr) 82. Jerrel Jernigan (So.) 
WR 1 Cornelius Williams (Jr) 21 Austin Silvy (S0.) 
WR 4 Andrew Davis (Jt) 81. Mykeal Terry (Sr) 
LT 65 Chris Jamison (Sr) 72 Tyrell Curtis (Jr) 
LG _ 58 Tyler Clark (So.) 68. Will Chambliss (Sr) 
C 75 Danny Franks (dr) 73. Steven Adams (Jr) 
RG 67 Wesley Potter (Sx) 69 Steven Merkel (Jr) 
RT 74 Dion Small (Sx) 66. Nic Riley (Jr) 

Q8 7 Jamie Hampton (So.) 11 Tanner Jones (S0,) 
HB 40 Matt Stidham (Fr) 30. Nathan Nolin (Jr) 
FB 32 DuduanHarris (So) 28 Xavier Moretand (Sr) 


DEFENSE (7) 

LE 91 Brandon Lang (Je) 31. John Mark Patrick (So.) 
DT 92 Steve McLendon (Sr) 77. Rashad Roussel (Jt) 
NT _99 Dion Gales (Sr) 95. Maurice Coleman (St) 
RE 51 Kenny Mainor (Sr) 90. Cameron Sheffield (Jr) 
SLB 50 David McDowell (Sr) 52 Lennie Richardson (Fr) 
MLB 2 Boris Lee (Jt) 48. Bear Woods (St) 

WLB 43 Trinidy Thomas (Sr) 46 Donnell Golden (Ft) 
B37 Chris Bowens (So) 34. KeJuan Phillips (Fr) 
B12 Trevor Ford (St) 20 Terence Moore (Sr) 
$15 Tavares Williams (Sr) 23 Bryant Mckissi (Fe) 
FS 6 Sherrod Martin (Sr) 18 Courtland Fuller (Jr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 35 Michael Taylor (Fr) KR 82. Jerrel Jernigan (S0.) 
P. 47 Wil Goggans (Fr) PR 82_derrel Jernigan (S0.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Tanner Jones, 27-13-161-1, 27Ds 

Rushing: Duduan Harris, 82 car, 372 yds., 01D 
Receiving: Jerrel Jernigan, 30 rec., 337 yds., 3TDS 
Tackles: Boris Lee, 82, 60 solo 

‘Sacks: Kenny Mainor, 5 


Interceptions: Boris Lee, 2 for 60 yds, 
(4 Indicates numberof returing starters BOLD indicates eturig starters 
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Despite returning seven starters on 
offense, Louisiana Tech fans weren't excited 
about their team’s prospects of putting up 
points this fall until Georgia Tech quarterback 
Taylor Bennett announced in late April that he 
was joining coach Derek Dooley’s squad. 
Bennett will compere with sophomores Steve 
Ensminger and Ross Jenkins for the starting 
job, if he can pick up the offense quickly. 
Word around Ruston is thar Bennett has the 
smarts to accomplish the task. 

Whoever wins the bid will have a solid run 
game behind senior Patrick Jackson, who 
tushed for 950 yards at a 4.7-yard-per-carry 
clip last season. An elusive runner with the 
power of a fullback, Jackson sat out the spring 
with a slight injury bue is expected to be at full 
strength when fall drills kick off. Backing up 
Jackson are juniors Daniel Porter and William 
Griffin, who combined for nearly 800 yards 
last season, 


Louisiana Tech's rush 
defense allowed 108.9 
yards per game fewer in 
2007 than it did in "06, 


Speedster Phillip Livas, who averaged 18 
yards per catch, was electric last season as a 
true freshman and is the only true standout 
returning to a questionable receiving corps. 
‘Tight ends Anthony Harrison, Dennis Mortis 
and Dustin Mitchell give the Tech offense 
some big targets to hit. 

Three of the five offensive line starters 
return, so the protection will be solid with Rob 
McGill, Jared Miles and Lon Roberts leading 
the way. 


Dooley has made beefing up his 
defensive line the focus of his first two 
recruiting classes, and the effort appears to be 
paying off, with more depth and athleticism 
than the Bulldogs have enjoyed in a while. 


TW a Pe al | 

TI t | oe Ge 
SULLDOGS 
The middle will be anchored by D’Anthony 
Smith and Ramone Randle, while star signees 
Kwame Jordan and Eric Harper, along with 
sophomore Randy Grigsby, are expected to get 
pressure off the ends. Jordan had 17.5 sacks in 
only seven games as a junior college standout, 
Getting quarterback pressure has been a focus 
of this team throughout the offseason. 

The linebacking crew is the biggest question 
mark on the Tech defense, although Quin 
Harris, who racked up 101 tackles last season, 
returns for his senior campaign. Brannon 
Jackson expects to return to form in the 
middle after sitting our last season with an 
injury. 

There isn't a lot of depth in the secondary, 
but the starters are as good as it gets in the 
WAC. Senior Weldon Brown will holds down 
one corner after starting all 12 games and tying 
with a team-high four interceptions. Both 
Antonio Baker and Deon Young return at 
safety with Baker leading the team in tackles 
last season (118). 


AILWAC punter Chris Keagle 
(41.3 average) combines with kicker Brad 
Oestriecher to give the Bulldogs a solid one- 
two punch on special teams. Livas and Brown, 
who averaged 26.4 and 25.4 yards per kickoff 
return respectively, and Philip Beck (second in 
the WAC at 17.4 yards per punt return) make 
this group a bright spot for the Bulldogs. 


The Bulldogs are thinking 
bowl game this season after narrowly missing 
the postseason in 2007. 

If Dooley can find a quarterback in the fall, 
his Bulldogs have a chance for a season to 
remember. For the first time in several years, 
the schedule is relatively favorable, with six 
home games. Sure, there are the obligatory 
BCS games against Mississippi State and 
Kansas, but the Bulldogs get MSU in Ruston 
— the first time an SEC team has visited Joe 
Aillet Stadium. 


| 


OFFENSE (7) 


WR _ 6 Philip Livas (So, 
WR 82 Philip Beck (Sr) 

LT 74 Rob McGill (S0.) 

LG 66 David Accardo (Sr) 
60 Lon Roberts (So,) 
67 Jared Miles (So,) 

76 Cudahy Harmon (So) 
49 Dennis Morris (Jt) 
08 Taylor Bennett (St) 
FB 47 Anthony Harrison (Sr) 
RB 23 Patrick Jackson (Sr.) 


DEFENSE (5) 

DE _ 85 Randy Grigsby (So.) 
DT 90 Mason Hit (So) 

DT 5 D'Anthony Smith (dr) 
DE 97 Kwame Jordan (Jt) 
SLB 36 Brian White (Jt) 

‘MLB 58 Brannon Jackson (St) 


c 

RG 
RT 
Te 


81 Josh Wheeler (Sr) 
9 Michael Mosley (Jr) 
77 Bill Jones (St) 

79 Kris Cavit (Fr) 

72 WillTaylor(S0.) 

62 Ben Harris (dt) 

78. Ryan Snel (Sr) 

43 Dustin Mitchell (Jn) 
11 Ross Jenkins (S0.) 
39 Roosevelt Falls (S0.) 
20 Daniel Porter (Jr) 


98 Eric Harper (Fr) 

95 Breon Jackson (Sr) 

89 Ramone Randle (So.) 
91. Matt Broha (Fr) 

40. Kiamni Washington (S0.) 
45 Jay Dudley (Ft) 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (5-7, 4-4) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 


Mississippi State 


1 Central Arkansas W 


WLB 37 Quin Harris (Sr) 


21. Dominique Faust (So. 
27 Stevon Howze (St) 
15 Josh Vietorian (S0,) 
4 Tarence Calais (So) 
8 Shawn Simmons (Jt) 


KR 23. Patrick Jackson (Sr) 
PR 82 Philip Beck (Sr) 


A Uls 27 Per Game CB 28 Terry Carter (Fr) 

S. 6 atKansas L |S. 8 Hawaii L (ot) 45-44 | Scoring 20:8 ppg CB. 35 Weldon Brown (St) 

5. 20. SE Louisiana W |S, 15 atCalifornia = L_— 42-12 | Rushing 1553 ypg 56 | s§ 25 Deon Young (Jr) 

0. 1 at Boise State L |S. 29 atFresnoState Lb 17-6 | Passing 195.7 ypg 88 FS 34 Antonio Baker (Jr) 

0, 11 at Hawaii L | 0. 6 atOle Miss L 24-0 | Total 350.9 ypg 86 

0. 18 Idaho W | 0. 13 New Mexico st. W 22-21 | Fx percrrmmmry «| SPECIALTEAMS 

0. 25. at Army * | 0, 20 Boisestate L —45-31| Scoring 307 ppg re bod esr 

N. 1 Fresno State L| 0. 27 atUtah State © W 31-21 | Rushing 137.1 ypa pimee y2 eeS) 

N. 8 atSan dose State * | N. 3 at Idaho W 28-16 | Passing 287.1 yp 1 __| RETURNING LEADERS 

N. 15 Utah State W | N. 10 attsu L 58-10 | Total 424.2 ypg 1 Passing: Michael Mosley, 20-9-101-0, 01Ds 

N. 22 at New Mexico State * | N17 SanuoseState W 27-2 | 5 Pot Gane Tak Rushing: Patrick Jackson, 202 car, 950 yds, 8 TDs 
N. 29 Nevada L |p. 1 atNevada L 49-10 | 41 08 747 ing: Anthony Harrison, 33 rec., 293 yds., OTDS 


Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor L indicates a projected win or loss 


‘Tackles: Antonio Baker, 118, 48 solo 


‘Sacks: Quin Harris, 3.5, 


Interceptions: Weldon Brown, 4 for O yds, 
(tnictes numberof retuming starters» BOLD indicates returing starters 
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First-year coach Jerry Kill is 
making some big changes to former coach Joe 
Novak's run-based offense. Kill’s attack will 
have more wrinkles and formations to fully 
utilize an experienced group of returnees. Kill 
plans on incorporating a two-back set with a 


traditional fullback. The “Boise State-style” 
offense features more plays out of the shorgun 
and increased quarterback involvement, 

The key to Kill’s offense, and the Huskies’ 
fortunes, will be the health of quarterback Dan 
Nicholson, tailbacks Justin Anderson and 
Montell Clanton and wide receivers Matt 
Simon and Britt Davis. All five suffered major 
injuries last year, leading the offense to average 
a scant 19.1 points per game. 

The bulk of the offense returns, bur 
Nicholson's offseason shoulder surgery forced 
him to sit out spring practice. The senior has a 
strong arm but must improve his accuracy and 
avoid’ throwing interceptions. Chandler 
Harish and Ryan Morris are next in line if 
Nicholson falters. 


The Huskies gave up an 

astounding 812 yards of 

offense en route to a 70-21 4 
Joss to rival Toledo last fall. - 


Anderson suffered a tor PCL in the final 
game last year but is expected to be healthy by 
the ason camp opens. When 
d a season-ending knee injury 
in the second game, Anderson proved to be a 
quick study, rushing for 1,245 yards and 
catching 45 passes. His big year gave the 
Huskies a 1,000-yard rusher for the ninth 
straight season. 

Simon led the Huskies with 52 receptions 
for 969 yards, The salvation for the offense is 
the return of nearly every player along the 
offensive line. Center Eddie Adamski and 
tackle Jon Brost anchor a strong line with 
plenty of big-game experience. 


| ILLINO 
\ \ 


HUSKIES 


A tough schedule and slew of major 
injuries factored into the defense allowing a 
woeful 30.8 points per game last season. 

The good news is that senior defensive end 
Larry English is back. English led the MAC 
with 10.5 sacks last year despite battling 
double-teams due to injuries along NIU’s line. 
End Brandon Bice started 11 games last year 
and gives the Huskies another playmaker 
opposite English. 

The Huskies need middle linebacker Tim 
McCarthy to be productive after missing most 
of last year with an injury. McCarthy has 
racked up 100-plus tackles in each of his first 
seasons. Fellow backers Josh Allen, John 
nchirella and Cory Hanson gained valuable 
experience last year. 

‘The secondary holds the key to the defense. 
ented players return, but this unit 
too many big plays last season. 
nerbacks Chase Carter and Melvin Rice 
are both primed for productive seasons. 


~ J 


Senior punter Andy Dittbenner 
is the lone returnee among the key special 
teams positions. Kicker Mike Salerno gets the 
first crack at joining NIU's recene list of 
quality all-conference kickers. 


The Huskies have the 
talent to bounce back from last year's painful 
2-10 season. The main questions center on 
whether the 15 players who missed a portion 
of spring practice because of injuries can shed 
the rust and play with reckless abandon. 

The Huskies must also adjust to eight new 
coaches and a rough schedule. Northern 
Illinois plays only one home game in the first 
six weeks. But at least Kill doesn't have to 
rebuild the program. The pieces are in place 
for future success. 

If the seniors can adapt to Kill’s demanding 
system and avoid injuries, the Huskies possess 
the experience, depth and talent to be one of 
the surprise teams in the league. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (2-10, +6) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30 at Minnesota Ls. 1 Iowa L 16-3 PerGame Rank 
S. 6 atWestern Michigan L | $. 8 Southern linois L 34-31 | Scoring lpg 109 
S. 20 Indiana State  W| 5 15 Eastern Michigan 21-19 | Rushing 1355 ypg 80 
S. 27 at Eastern Michigan W | 5 79 at idaho W435 | Passing 202.4 ypg 80 
0. 4 atTennessee L | s, 29 atCentral Michigan L 35-10 | Total 279.90 a 
ne LF ae eek hole Leas | BEES Per Game Rank 
. 18 Toledo * scorn 308 % 
0,25 Bowling Green + | 13 WesternMicigan 17-13 | oh 210. pa mM 
N. 5 atBall State py] Ope eeiscoesyTy UL AR 3. possng 242 ypa 51 
N. 12 Central Michigan |. | 0: 27 atToledo L 70-21 | Total 4343 ypg 7 
N18. at Kent Stata L | N10 Kent State W 27-20 | peprmen = 
N. 25. Navy L | Na? atNay t 35-24 [8 7 

Ganesjn id eect sviogsones | N. 24 Ball State L v2 


Wor indicates a projected win or loss 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


fad aes 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 7 Britt Davis (Sr) 

WR 85 Matt Simon (Sr) 

LT 66 Tony Holmes (Jt) 

LG 59 Kevin Skatrud (J) 

© 50 Eddie Adamski (Jr) 
RG 65 Jason Onyebuagu (Ur) 
RT 60 don Brost (Sr) 

TE 96 Bryan Beckner (So.) 
OB 

Fa 


17 Greg Turner (Sr) 
84 Tyler Clasey (S0,) 
62 Trevor Olson (Fr) 
77 Tim Mayerbock (it) 
71 Scott Wedige (Fr) 
78 Dan Keller (St) 

72. Joe Pawlak (Fr) 
83. Reed Cunningham (Jt) 
12 Chandler Harnish (Fr) 
3 Chad Spann (So) 
20 Montell Clanton (Sr) 


19 Dan Nicholson (Sr.) 
1 Paul Blalock (Jt) 
RB 21 Justin Anderson (Jr) 


DEFENSE (10) 

DE _51 Larry English (Sr) 
NG 69 Alex Krutsch (Sr) 
DT 99 Craig Rusch (Sr) 
DE 56 Brandon Bice (Jr) 
SLB 37 Alex Kube (S0.) 
MLB 53 Tim McCarthy (St) 
WLB 9 Josh Allen (Sr) 
CB 2 Melvin Rice (Sr) 
CB 36 Chase Carter (Sr) 
SS 38 Mike Sobol (Sa) 
FS 24 Bradley Pruitt (St) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 11 Mike Salerno (dr) 
P 18 Andy Dittbenner (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Dan Nicholson, 248-151-1,633-14, 910s 
Rushing: Justin Anderson, 274 car, 1,245 yds,, 81Ds 
Receiving: Matt Simon, 52 rec., 969 yds,, 51Ds 
Tackles: Alex Kube, 11, 49 sola 
Sacks: Larry English, 105 
Interceptions: Chase Carter, 2; John Tranchitella, 2 
(4) nites umber of retin sartrs + BOLD inate renga 


49 Anthony Antonacci (Jr) 
40. Jake Marsh (Jr) 
58 Mike Krause (So.) 
86 Bristan Kelley (Jr) 
42 John Tranchitella (Jt) 
57 Zach Larsen (Jr) 
26 Cory Hanson (Jn) 
33 Patrick George (S0.) 

1 Anthony Mason (dr) 
27 Spencer Williamson (Jr) 
32 Jeff Fontana (dr) 


KR 17. Greg Turner (Sr) 
PR 5 Marcus Perez (Sr) 
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OFFENSE By averaging. more than-43. pointe 
over their final four games, the Owls showed 
the potency of their offense when all the 
components are clicking. And after losing only 
one player — receiver Joel Armstrong — who 
scored a touchdown a season ago, the Owls 
have reason to enter this season confident that 
they can gave opponents fits. 

If the offense is to reach its vast potential, 
quarterback Chase Clement must 
remain healthy — and committed to running 
the football. As a scrambling threat in the 
spread formation, Clement is a headache to 
against. When he insists upon 
becoming a pure pocket passer, his 
effectiveness diminishes, 

As proficient as the Owls were passing the 


senior 


scheme he 


ball — and who wouldn't be with All- 
American Jarett Dillard and utility standout 
James Casey on the receiving end? — their 


tunning attack was equally feeble. Not only 
must sophomore Justin Hill display marked 
improvement, but the Owls’ stable of tailbacks 
must also take advantage of the opportunities 
presented, And the undersized offensive line 
must become mote effective run blockers. 


Quarterback Chase Clement needs 532 
passing yards to surpass 
Tommy Kramer (1973-76) and 5 3 2 
his school-record of 6,197. 

Clement broke 18 Rice records 

as a junior, setting a single-season 

‘mark of 3,377 passing yards. 

DEFENSE The Owls were unfortunate in that 
injuries slowed their development last season. 
If coach David Bailiff ckles 
able to keep opposing linemen from blocking 
he might endure similar injury 
The Owls have several 
on James, 
ance Garmon — 
e quickly on ball-carriers, 
ble to do their job if the 


to uncove 


his linebacke 


with the speed to clo: 


but they won't be a 


interior linemen fail to engage blockers or 
mount a pass rush. The Owls graduated two 
starters inside, and their new rotation is heavy 
on newcomers to the position or the 
responsibility that accompanies getting the 
majority of snaps. 

Te may ultimately fall on the secondary to 
provide sound open-field tackling. The three 
starters at safety — Andrew Sendejo, Bencil 
Smith and Willie Garley — should thrive in 
that task. Whether they excel in pass coverage 
ritical, and it remains to be seen. 

With Brandon King returning for his third 
season as a starting cornerback, whoever mans 
the position on the opposite side of the field 
had better be ready for a challenge. Either 
sophomore Joseph Leary or senior Ja'Corey 
Shepherd should invest in some swagger. 


is as 


SPECIALISTS Kicker Clark Fangmeier is 
efficient enough, although he could stand to 
become a more viable long-range threat, 
Punter Mark Brundage gets his first 
opportunity to help the Owls win the field- 
position battle, a key component considering 
their defensive struggles on ago. The 
return game was left in tatters when freshman 
‘Tyler Smith was lost to a devastating knee 
injury late last season, and the Owls have yet 
to produce an athle 
how to return kicks without 


with the intuitive know- 
of failure. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Perhaps more than any 
other team in Conference USA, the Owls are 
anton their starters, and that means 
lly everything has to go tight for them 
ake a serious run ata .500 record, Of 
course, given the talent and experience on 
offense and the youthful zeal of the defense, the 
Owls could very easily rise up and pue 
into the West Division leaders. The offens 
to be spectacular, and the areas in which Rice 
miserable a year ago — defense and special 
teams — have to improve dramatically. Its a 
tall task, but not at all impossible. 


THE QUOTE 


“With a senior quarterback, two senior 


receiv 


and some junior receivers, and three 


seniors in the O-line, we're as seasoned as 


We're going to be. 
going to hold us be 


‘OFFENSE (9) 

WR 81 Jarett Dillard (Sr) 
7 Tommy Henderson (St) 
3 Toren Dixon (dr) 

Lt 56 Scott Mitchell (So.) 

LG 60 Jimmy Miller (Sr) 

C 73 Austin Wilkinson (Sr) 
RG 63 David Berken (Sr) 

RT 64 Tyler Parish (Ft) 

TE 12 dames Casey (S0.) 
QB 16 Chase Clement (Sr) 
RB 5 dustin Hill (S0,) 


DEFENSE (6) 

LE 13 Scott Solomon (So.) 
DT 89 Chance Talbert (Jn) 
NT 74 Chris Ptaszek (Sr) 
RE 55 Cheta Ozougwi (S0.) 
SAM 31 Brian Raines (Sr) 
WIL 36 Vernon James (Sr) 
CB. 15 Brandon King (St) 
CB 2 Joseph Leary (So.) 
KAT 20 Bencil Smith (Sr) 

SS _32 Willie Garley (So) 
FS 30 Andrew Sendejo (Jn) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 46 Clark Fangmeier (ut) 
P 96 Mark Brundage (Fr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


. There 


nothing that’s 
but ourselves, 
receiver Jaret Dillard 


6 Patrick Randolph (So.) 
11 Pierre Beasley (S0) 
82 dohn Welch (de) 

65 Kody Emmert (Fr) 

79 Charlie Wiebusch (Jr) 
75 Cameron Vester (So. 
76. Travis Mason (Jr) 

67 Preston Thompson (Jr) 
84 Taylor Wardlow (Jr) 

17 ohn Thomas Shepherd (Ut) 
28 Cal, Ugokwe (it) 


92 Kramer Lucio (S0,) 

97, Cameron Thompson (S0.) 
91 Todd Mohr (Sr.) 

47. haron Williams (So.) 
34 Terrance Garmon (Je) 
42 Robert Calhoun (Jr) 
24 Chris Douglas (Jt) 

9 Ja'Corey Shepherd (St) 
44 Chris dones (So.) 

33 Max Anyiam (So) 

8 Brent Hotard (Fr) 


KR 9 Ja'Corey Shepherd (St), 
PR 9 Ja'Corey Shepherd (Sr) 


Passing: Chase Clement, 508-300-3,377-16, 29 TDs 


A. 29 SMU * |S. 1 Nicholls State L 16-14 | RS Per Game Rank 
S. 6 atMemphis L |S. 8 at Baylor L 42-17 | Scoring 31.4 ppg 40 
S. 13 at Vanderbilt L | S. 15 Texas Tech L 59-24 | Rushing 110.9 ypg 103 
S. 20 atTexas L |S. 22 atTexas L 58-14 | Passing 293.1 ypg 15 
S. 27. North Texas W | 0. 3 atSouthern Miss W 31-29 | Total 404.0 ypg SL 
0. 4 atTulsa L | 0. 13 at Houston Teal Defense Per Game Rank 
0. 18 Southern Miss L | 0. 20 Memphis L 38-35 | Scoring 42.9 ppg us 
0. 25 atTulane W | 0. 27 at Marshall L 34-21 | Rushing 198.4 ypg 100 
N. 1 at UTEP * 7 N. 3 UTEP W 56-48 | Passing 312.4 ypg 19 
N. 8 Army * | N. 10 at SMU W 43-42 | Total 510.8 ypg 18 
N, 22. Marshall W | N. 17 Tulane L 45-31 | RE Per Game Rank 
N, 29 Houston L | N. 24 Tulsa L 48-43 | -2 -7 73 

Games in bold represent swing games 

Wor Lindicates a projected win or loss 


HEAD COACH: 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATO! 
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Rushing: Chase Clement, 144 car, 535 yds., 8TDs 
Receiving: Jaret Dillard, 79 rec, 1,057 yds, 147Ds 
Tackles: Andrew Sendejo, 107, 73 solo 

Sacks: Scott Solomon, 45 

Interceptions: Andrew Sendejo, 5 for 92 yds. 


(Indicates umber of retin tartar © GOLD inte tui tres 
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OFFENSE San Jose State returns six starters 
on offense and is hopeful ro bring back a 
mainstay from the 2006 lineup. Two-time All- 
WAC running back Yonus Davis, who injured 
his ankle on his first carry of the 2007 season, 
has petitioned the NCAA for a sixth year of 
eligibility and would seem to have a good 
chance at getting it this summer. 

Finding a replacement for steady two-year 
starting quarterback Adam Tafralis, who set a 
school record with 603 career completions, 
will be the key to San Jose State’s season. 
Junior Myles Eden, a talented runner and the 
backup to Tafralis each of the past two seasons, 
is the frontrunner, although senior Sean Flynn 
figures to get a good look if he also earns a 
sixth year of eligibility from the NCAA as 
expected, Kyle Reed, a junior transfer from 


Cal, also is in the mix, 


‘The tailback spot is a concern if Davis isn't 
granted a sixth year. The Spartans struggled in 
the run game, averaging a pitiful 2.6 yards per 
carry. Two juniors who saw plenty of action last 
season, Dominique Hunsucker and Cameron 
Island, will likely share the spot if Davis doesn't 
return. Converted linebacker Chris Reese and 
Patrick Perry could also see time. 

Whoever earns the starting quarterback nod 
will have a strong group of receivers to throw 
to. Junior Kevin Jurovich, a converted safety 
who came out of nowhere to grab a school- 
record 85 passes for 1,183 yards and nine 
touchdowns while earning second team All- 
WAC honors, returns. 

The offensive line figures to be much 
improved. Left tackle Fred Koloto, left guard 
Isaac Leatiota and right guard Ailao Eliapo all 
started last year as freshman. 


San Jose State was dead last in 
net punting last year, ranking 
No. 119 in the nation. The 
Spartans averaged a net of just 
30.3 yards per punt. 


DEFENSE The line, bolstered by the addition 
of USC transfer and former Parade All- 
American Jeff Schweiger at end, will be the 
deepest that coach Dick Tomey has had in his 
four years in the Silicon Valley. So deep in fact 
that Justin Cole, a two-year starter at end who 
had 35 tackles last season, was moved to 
linebacker in the spring. Three starters return 
to the line, including senior Jaron Gilbert, a 
2007 second team All-WAC performer who 
can play either tackle or end. 

The Spartans must replace nwo talented 
starters at linebacker. But the cupboard is 
hardly bare at the position, with no fewer than 
15 players competing for playing time, 
including junior Ryno Gonzalez, a part-time 
starter at outside linebacker, and Cole, who is 
battling converted fullback Mohamed Marah 
for a starting inside spot. 

The Spartans must replace All-American 
Dwight Lowery at corner, but Tomey feels 
there will be little, if any, drop-off in the 
secondary. That's because Coye Francies, a 
senior transfer from Oregon State who was a 
part-time starter for the Beavers, will take over 
at Lowery's spot. 


SPECIALISTS Senior Jared Strubeck returns to 
handle placekicking and kickoff duties for the 
fourth year and is also the frontrunner to cake 
over as the punter. Strubeck’s 30 career field 
goals rank second in school history. Transfer 
Philip Zavala could be an option at punter. 


FINAL ANALYSIS With 12 returning starters 
and a much more favorable schedule, it 
wouldn't be much of a stretch to see the 2006 
New Mexico Bowl champion Spartans 
bowling again. Priority No. 1 will be finding a 
capable quarterback, but there appear to be 
plenty of solid candidates in that regard. 
Improving the running game also is key. The 
rest of the pieces appear to be in place for the 
Spartans to make a legitimate run at their 
second bowl berth in three years. 


A. 30 UC Davis WS. 1 atArizona State L 45-3 | TRY Per Game Rank 
S. 6 atNebraska L |S. 8 atKansasState L 3414 | Scoring 20.4 ppg 108 
S. 13 San Diego State * | S, 15 at Stanford L 37-0 | Rushing 83.8 ypg 2 
S. 20 at Stanford L |S. 22 atUtah State  W 23-20 | Passing 2643 ypg 33 
S. 27. at Hawaii L | S. 29 UC-Davis W 34-14 | Total 348.1 ypg 88 
0. 11 Utah State W | 0. 6 Idaho Ww 28-20 | Pa Per Game Rank 
0. 18 at New Mexico State * | 0. 12 Hawaii L (ot) 42-35 | Scoring 293 ppg 7 
0, 24 Boise State L | 0. 20 atFresno State L 30-0 | Rushing 165.4 ypg 3 
N. 1 atIdaho WN. 3 atBoiseState L 42-7 | Passing 242.6 ypg 78 
N. 8 Louisiana Tech * | N. 10 New Mexico State W 51-17 | Total 408.0 ypg 75 
N. 15 at Nevada L | N. 17 atlouisianaTech L 27-23 | EE Per Game Rank 
N. 21 Fresno State L | N. 24 Nevada Wo 27-24 | +13 1.08 7 

ames in boi represent swing games | 

Wor indicates projected win ot oss 
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THE QUOTE 


“yp. 


's probat 
all-around group 


sition. It's the best 
e had het 


s group of wide re 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR 6 Kevin Jurovich (St) _80 Terrance Wiliams (Jt) 
WR 8 David Richmond (Se) 7 Michae! Avila (Fr) 
WR 88 Jalal Beauchman (Jt) 1 dosh Harrison (Ft) 
TE 9 deff Clark (Sr) 89 Brian Elledge (Sr) 
LT 65 Fred Koloto (So.) 77 Bradis McGritf (Sr) 
LG 72 Isaac Leatiota (So.) 75 Steve Lightsy (Jr) 
C 79 Ronnie Castillo (Jr) 70 Robbie Reed (So.) 
RG 73 Ailao Eliapo (So, 64 doe Zusin (Jt) 
RT 59 Jon Moreno (dr) 60 Andres Vargas (Fr) 
08 13 Myles Eden (Jr) Kyle Reed (it) 
RB 34 Yonus Davis (St) 33 Dominique Hunsucker (J) 
DEFENSE (6) 
DE 44 deff Schweiger (Sr) 49 Marcus Keli (Jr) 
DT 53 Jarron Gilbert (Sr) 94 Kalvin Cressel (Jt) 
DT 96 Adonis Davis (Jr) 99 Justin Wills (Jr) 
DE 95 Carl thenacho (Jr) 98 Liam Smith (dr) 
18 48 Ryno Gonzalez (it) 57 Jason Swisher (So.) 
LB 93 Justin Cole (Ur) 26 Mohamed Marah (Jt) 
LB 22 Andrew Ryan (Sr) 32 Pompey Festejo (Sa) 
LB 19 Duke thenacho (So,) 14 Travis Jones (dr) 
CB Coye Francies (Sr) 30 Austin Carter (Jt) 
CB 29 Chris Owens (Sx) 16 derrayl Hamilton (S0.) 
FS 24 Devin Newsome (So) __2 day Atkins (So.) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 10 Jared Strubeck (Sr) __-KR_Coye Francies (St) 
P 10 Jared Strubeck (St) PR. Coye Francies (Sr) 
RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Jordan La Secla, 18-8-64-0, 17D 
Rushing: Myles Eden, 2 car, 117 yds., OTDs 
Receiving: Kevin Jurovich, 85 rec., 1,183 yds,, 97D 
Tackles: Chris Owens, 75, 34 solo 
Sacks: Carl Ihenacho, 5 
Interceptions: Chris Owens, 6 for 26 yés. 

(4) nates ber of rein starters + BOLD inate retin tater 
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OFFENSE Stocked at quarterback but lean on 
proven wide receivers and linemen, Middle 
Tennessee has an offensive imbalance. Senior 
Joe Craddock and sophomore Dwight Dasher 
will vie for the starting quarterback job. The 
pair started six games apiece and had two of 
the Sun Belt’s top four passer ratings last 
season. Middle will get creative in giving both 
significant snaps. 

Passing isn't the problem, but catching 
‘Two key wideouts graduated and two more left 
during the offseason, leaving no receivers with 
30 carcer catches. Patrick Honeycutt and 
Michael Cannon are the closest to establi 
receivers, but they'll need help from new 
wideouts and athletic tight end Alv 
‘The arrival of junior college transfer 
King could boost the receiving cory 

All-purpose performer Desmond Gee is the 
team’s top playmaker. He will primarily play 
running back along with Phillip Tann 
speedy runner with untapped potential, 
Tanner had 144 yards and three TDs versus 
Louisville before struggling wich injui 


Middle Tennessee threw nine interceptions 
(eight by quarterbacks) last season, the 
fewest by a Sun Belt team since 2005. 


The line i lost three starters in the last 
year, inclu ckle Franklin Dunbar, who 
left e rly for i NEL, and tackle Mark Fisher, 
who is out with a shoulder injury. Only 


starters Mark Thompson and Jamal Lewis 
return. The development of redshirt freshman 
tackle Mike Williams could determine the 


depleted line’s effectiveness. 


DEFENSE Priority No. 1 is repla 
Walden and ‘Tavares Jone 
Belt’s two best def 
years. Chris McCoy is 
year, and Wes Hofa 
end to fill the void. 


ig 
arguably the Sun 
ends the last two 
primed for a breakout 
moves from tackle 
Tackle Trevor Jenkins is a 


28 Troy is 
6 Maryland L 6 at Louisville 
13 at Kentucky L}s. 15 atusu 
20 at Arkansas State * 

30 Florida Atlantic 

at FIU 

18 at Louisville 

25. at Mississippi State 


“| s. 29 Flu 
Ww 
L 
L 
8 UL Monroe Ww 
Ww 
Ww 


6 Virginia 
at Memphis 
20 Arkansas State 
27 at North Texas 
3 at UL Monroe 
10 UL Lafayette 
20 at Troy 


15. atWestern Kentucky 
22 North Texas 
3 atULlafayette = W 


Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor L indicates a projected win or loss 


HEAD COACH RECORD AT 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 
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1 at Florida Atlantic 


20 Western Kentucky 


proven run-stopper, bur depth must come 
from youngsters. 

Linebacker is the only defensive source of 
depth and must be a ream strength. Danny 
Carmichael and Lonnie Clemons should be 
team leaders. If healthy, Ivon Hickmon and 
Andrew Harrington should solidify the group. 

Safety Jeremy Kellem and cornerback Rod 
Issac are coming off standout freshman 
seasons, and junior cornerback Alex Suber is a 
rising star and the team’s top returning tackler. 
Newcomers are needed to complete a defensive 
backfield thar graduated two all-conference 
players. 


SPECIALISTS David DeFatra returns as one of 
the Sun Belts top punters. Poor placekicking 
may have cost MTSU two wins last season, but 
ta was solid by season's end. Coaches 
ike to replace him with fresh 
placekicker Alan Gendreau, Gee, Tanner and 
freshman speedster D.D. Kyles will vie for 
return duties, 


FINAL ANALYSIS Depth and injury issues 
from last season linger on Middle Tennes 
roster. Two years removed from their first FBS 
bowl bid in 2006, the Blue Raiders m 
headed for their first true rebuilding y 
coach Rick Stockstill’s thre 
Middle could still contend in the Sun Belt, but 
the Raiders must stay virtually injury-free and 
get lucky with some quick-study newcomer 
Its first two games against Sun Belt rival Troy 
and Maryland, both at home, could provide a 
needed jolt to MTSU’s confidence. But back- 
to-back home losses could also start a season- 
Jong slide. 

MTSU’s attempt at a championship last 
cut short by poor rush defense and 
of team speed. Both problems must be 
to contend this year, but newcom 
solution. Winning could take time, 
and that may put MTSU one year away from 

s best title run opportuni 


ir tenure. 


season ¥ 


l 7-4 | OE Per Game Rank 
L 58-42 | Scoring 257 ppa 7B 
L 44-0 | Rushing 1348 ypg 81 
L 20-37 | Passing 202. ypa 82 
W 47-6 Total 336.8 ypg % 
L Ba Defense Per Game Rank 
Wie poe re ir 
‘Ushi 8 yoo 
W 27) passing 2153 ypg 40 
W 48-28 | Total 415.2 ypg 80 
Ww 43-40 TO Margin Per Game Rank 
C44) on 2 2 
L 45-7 


CAREER RECORD: 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATO! 


jumbers are 
or hurt, it 
metimes all we h 


OFFENSE (3) 

WR Eldred King (Jr) 
WR 13 Michael Cannon (Sr) 
WR 17 Patrick Honeycutt (Jr) 
{T 78 Mike Williams (Fr) 
1G 76 Jamal Lewis (So.) 
© 71 dake Padrick (Ft) 
RG 75 Chris Hawkins (So.) 
RT 72 Mark Thompson (Jr) 
TE 82 Alvin Ingle (S0.) 
QB 9 Dwight Dasher (S0.) 
RB 2 Desmond Gee (Jr) 


DEFENSE (5) 

DE 98 Chris McCoy (it) 

DT 97 Trevor Jenkins (St) 
DT 47 Dwight Smith (So.) 

DE 56 Wes Hofacker (Sr) 
OLB 55 Andrew Harrington (Sr) 
MLB 44 Danny Carmichael (Jr.) 
OLB 29 Lonnie Clemons (Sr.) 
(CB 6 Rod Issac (S0.) 

CB 7 Alex Suber (Jr) 

SS 8 Anthony Glover (St) 
FS 20 Jeremy Kellem (S0.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K Alan Gendreau (Fr) 
P 37 David DeFatta (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Dwight Dasher, 159-89-1,148-3, 9 TDs 

Rushing: Dwight Dasher, 121 car, 530 yds., 3 TDs 

Receiving: Desmond Gee, 29 rec., 382 yds., 4TDs 

Tackles: Alex Suber, 59, 42 solo; Danny Carmichael, 55, 37 solo 
Sacks: Lonnie Clemons, 3.5, 


81 Wes Caldwell (S0.) 

15 DD. Kyles (Fr) 
Marcus Thurmond (Fr) 
‘Nex Stuart (Fr) 

50. Colin Boss (So) 
Chris Ritter (St) 
von Lettsome (S0.) 
«LC. Moore (S0.) 
Gene Delle Donne (J) 
doe Craddock (Sr) 
Phillip Tanner (Jr) 


32. Jamari Lattimore (So.) 
Jonathan Presley (dt) 
Brandon Perry (Jn) 
Emmanuel Perez (So.) 
Landon Givers (Fr) 
Cam Robinson (dt) 
Ion Hickmon (Sr) 
Marcus Udell (Jc) 
Ted Riley (Se) 

Kevin Brown (So,) 
28 Josh Gregory (Jt) 


KR 2 Desmond Gee (Jr) 
PR 2 Desmond Gee (Jr) 


Interceptions: Jeremy Kellem, 3 for 21 yds. 


( Inicates number of retursing starters + BOLD indicates retuing starters 
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Nae Ternessee STD 


Temole S10 


OFFENSE Mace Rhule takes over as the 
offensive coordinator for a unit that struggled 
to put points on the board consistently. 
Quarterback Adam DiMichele, who makes 
things happen with both his arm and feet, 
broke his leg in the eighth game. Without 
DiMichele running the show, the Owls lost 
three of four and scored a combined 10 points 
in those losses. He's expected to make a full 
recovery. He'd better. 

‘The line is experienced, anchored by fourth- 
year starter Alex Derenthal at center. Last year, 
the Owls had trouble establishing a running 
game. Two new tailbacks, James Nixon and 
Jared Williams, will challenge converted 
receiver Marquise Liverpool and redshirt 
freshman Joe Jones for the No. 1 job. 

‘There are some guys who can catch the ball 
and do something with it once they do, led by 
Bruce Francis and Jason Harper, last season's 
leading rusher. Travis Shelton is as fast as 
anyone at this level but needs to be more 
consistent. His problem has been trying to hit 
a home run every time he touches the ball. 


x 


DEFENSE Almost everyone is back from a 
unit that led the MAC in five statistical 
categories, including total defense. The Owls 
were also the best in the nation in red zone 
defense. They are particularly strong up front, 
where tackle Terrance Knighton was named 
the team’s Defensive MVP. But there is 
experience and depth all around him. 

Linebacking is an area that could use some 
improvement. A lot of these guys are still 
young. And there should be decent 
competition for time. Amara Kamara was the 
only true freshman to start every game last 
season. 


‘Temple beat Northern Illinois, Akron and 
‘Miami (Ohio) in consecutive weeks last 
October, giving the Owls their 

first three-game winning streak 

since the end of the 1990 season. 


‘The secondary, which used to be a problem, 
has turned into a strength. Strong safety 
Dominique Harris led the team with 81 
tackles. Free safety Jaiquawn Jarrett was also 
the Owls’ Special Teams MVP. Jamal Schulters 
is solid at corner, and the addition of 
sophomore Daryl Robinson, who moves over 
from running back, can only help. 


SPECIALISTS This is another area that has 
historically hurt the Owls. Even though Jack 
Brownell made a late 39-yard field goal to beat 
Northern Illinois, he was 13-of-21 for the year, 
with a long of 41, He needs to do more, Jeff 
Wathne is also back at punter after averaging 
38 yards per kick. The Owls did block some 
kicks and were 15th in the country in kick 
coverage. 

In 2006, Shelton became a threat to take 
every kickoff all the way. Last year, he averaged 
22 yards on 34 chances. 


FINAL ANALYSIS This team took a necessary 
step last year by winning four times — all in 
conference action. Now it’s time to make 
bigger strides. The Owls hadn't won four since 
2002, and they haven’t won more than that 
since 1990, when they finished 7-4. 

‘Al Golden was a candidate for the UCLA 
job during the offseason, but he said he had 
unfinished business to take care of. He won't 
stay here forever. He’ thinking MAC titles and 
bowl games. And he’ thinking right now. 
Everything suggests the Owls should be a 
factor this season, 

They've been pointing to 2008 ever since 
they joined the MAC. The defense should be 
stout and the offense should be improved, 
especially if DiMichele makes a full recovery 
(as anticipated) and the running game 
improves. 

A bowl game might be a bit of a stretch, but 
if the Owls are playing meaningful games in 
November, then they would have at least raken 
another step. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (4-8, 4-4) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 29 at Army * | A. 31 Navy L 30-19 | RRS Per Game Rank 
S. 6 Connecticut L |S. 8 Buffalo L 42-7 | Scoring 16.4 ppg 16 
S. 13 at Buffalo L_| S. 15 atConnecticut © L 22-17 | Rushing 93.3 ypg 108 
S. 20 at Penn State L_| S. 22 atBowling Green L 48-35 | Passing 207.6 ypg B 
S. 27 Western Michigan L | S. 29 at Army L 37-21 | Total 300.8 yg m2 
0. 4 at Miami (OH) L'| 0. 6 Northern Ilinois W 16-15 | PREY Per Game Rank 
0. 11 at Central Michigan L | 0. 13 at Akron W 24-20 | Scoring 26.3 ppg 53 
0. 21 Ohio W | 0. 20 Miami (OH) W 24-17 | Rushing 1647 yg 1 
N. 1 at Navy L | N. 2 atOhio L 2-7 | Passing 198.8 ypg aL 
N. 12 at Kent State L | N. 10 Penn State L_ 31-0 | Total 363.4 ypg “4 
N, 22 Eastern Michigan W | N. 17 Kent State Ww 24-14 | (ERT PerGame Rank 
N. 28 Akron * | N. 24 atWestern Michiganl 16-3 | 0 00 55 
‘Games in tod represent swing games 
Wor inceates a projected win or lass 
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ADAM DiMICHELE 
THE QUOTE 


“These guys are the future of this league.” 


— Longtime (and since retired) Northern Illinois 
Joe Novak, on the Temple defensive jinemen, 


OFFENSE (8) 
WR 22 Travis Shelton (Sr) 
WR 34 Jason Harper (Jr) 
WR 82 Bruce Francis (St) 
LT 63 Derek Dennis (So.) 
LG 70 Colin Madison (So.) 
C 59 Alex Derenthal (Sr) 
RG 66 Andre Doulas (Sr) 
RT 71 Jabari Ferguson (Sr) 
TE 86 Steve Maneri (Ut) 


15. Dy’Onne Crudup (Jt) 

‘84 Michael Campbell (So,) 

23 James Nixon (Fr) 

73 Devin Tyler (Jr) 

77. Sohn Palumbo (Fr) 

54. Chris Tremel (So.) 

74 Uoyd Codada (So.) 

75 Brison Manor (St) 
Darius Morris (Jt) 


0B 13 12 Vaughn Charlton (Je) 
RB 3 Marquise Liverpool (Sa) 5 doe Jones (Fr) 
DEFENSE (9) 


DE 93 Leyon Azubuike (Sr) 
DT 92 Terrance Knighton (Sr.) 
NT 98 Andre Neblett (Jr) 

DE 99 Junior Galette (Jr) 
WLB 58 Peanut Joseph (So.) 
MLB 38 Alex Joseph (Jt) 
SLB_56 Amara Kamara (So.) 
CB 2 Daryl Robinson (So.) 
CB 27 Jamal Schulters (So.) 
SS_ 21 Dominique Harris (Jr) 
FS 16 Jaiquawn Jarrett (So.) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 47 dake Brownell (Je) 
P 49 Jeff Wathne (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

\dam DiMichele, 23-138-1,595-10, 12TDs 
jason Harner, 163 cat, 586 yds, STDs 
Receiving: Bruce Francis, 47 rec, 731 yds., 610s. 
Tackles: Dominique Harris, 81, 41. solo 

Sacks: Junior Galette, 7.5 

Interceptions: Dominique Harris, 3 for 0 yds, 


52 Brian Sanford (Jt) 

91. Elisha Joseph (So.) 
94 Josh Wiliams (Jr) 

45 Morris Blueford (So.) 
46 John Haley (ur) 

17 O.McDonnaugh-Hales (St) 
40. Jordan Martin (So) 
28 Evan Cooper (St) 

1 Wilbert Brinson (Jr) 
25 Richard Sheppard (St) 
29 Georg Coleman (Sr) 


KR 27 Jamal Schuiters 60.) 
PR 10 Delano Green (S0,) 


(Indicates numberof retring starters » BOLD indicates retuing starters 
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OFFENSE The Rebels return 13. starters, 
including eight on offense, from a squad that 
blanked Utah, 27-0, and took Big Ten power 
Wisconsin down to the wire. Sophomores 
Omar Clayton and Travis Dixon splie time in 
place of injured Rocky Hinds at quarterback a 
year ago and will battle it out in fall camp for 
the starting job. 

Senior Frank “The Tank” Summers returns 
to carry the load at tailback. The powerful 
(440-pound bench) 5°10", 240-pounder 
rushed for 928 yards and also led the team 
with 10 touchdowns, including a team-high 
four receiving. 

The wide receiver corps, led by senior Casey 
Flair and junior Ryan Wolfe, may be the best 
unit in the Mountain West Conference, Flair 
has 153 career receptions, which ranks him 
seventh in school history. He also enters 2008 
with college foorball’s second-longest streak of 
games with at least one catch (35). Wolfe, a 
freshman All-American in 2006, followed that 
up with 66 more grabs last season and already 
has 121 career receptions. 

The offensive line, once a glaring weakness, 
returns four starters and has the bese depth and 
talent since Mike Sanford took over. 


DEFENSE The Rebels must replace arguably 
the greatest linebacker in school history in 
Beau Bell, the 2007 Mountain West 
Conference Defensive Player of the Year. But 
the drop-off may be surprisingly slight. Junior 
Starr Fuimaono, who arguably was the team’s 
MVP over Bell before suffering a season- 
ending shoulder injury in the ninth game of 
the season, leads the linebacker corps. 
Fuimaono, who is also an excellent pass 
defender, finished 12th in the Mountain West 
in tackles with an average of 7.6 per game. 


UNLV scored 15 touchdowns in 37 
trips to the red zone last year, just 41 
percent. 


30 at Utah State 
8 Wisconsin 
15 Hawaii 


30 Utah State 
6 atUtah 
13 at Arizona State 


A wia 
s. Lys 

s. Ls. 

S. 20. Iowa State L |S. 22 Utah 

S. 27 Nevada L | S. 29 atNevada 

0. 4 atColorado State L | 0. 6 at Air Force 

0. 18 Air Force L | 0.13 BYU 

0. 25 atBvU L| 0. 20 Colorado State 
N. 1 Tu L | 0. 27 at Wyoming 

N. 8 New Mexico L | N. 10 San Diego State 
N.13. Wyoming LN. 17 attcu 

N. +N 


22. at San Diego State 
Games in bold represent suing somes 
Wer indicates projected vin or ss 
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Although both full-time starters at defensive 
end have departed, the line figures to be one of 
the team’s strengths. Senior leader Jacob Hales, 
who will curn 26 during the season and has 
NFL potential, and impressive sophomore 
Malo Taumua return to man the starting tackle 
spots in the 4-3 alignment. Big things are also 
expected from mid-year junior college transfer 
Heivaha Mafi at end, 

Sophomore Quinton Pointer, who started 
eight games as a true freshman at corner, and 
two-year starting safety Daryl Forte, anchor 
the secondary. 


SPECIALISTS The Rebels must replace both 
longtime placekicker Sergio Aguayo and 
steady punter Brian Pacheco. Junior Kyle 
Watson and sophomore Ben Jaekle give 
Sanford a couple of viable options at 
placekicker, but the team will likely add a 
punter before fall camp to compete with 
‘Watson, who also handled most of those duties 
along with backup quarterback Dack Ishii in 
spring ball. 


FINAL ANALYSIS With 2 much more 
favorable schedule that includes a rare seven 
home games and a well-placed bye at mid- 
season, could this be the year thar UNLV 
actually starts to show improvement in the win 
column? A big key will be the play at 
quarterback, where both Clayton and Dixon 
gained valuable experience a year ago after 
being thrown into the fire. Defensively, a 
rebuilt secondary must come together quickly. 
And special reams, especially on kickoff 
coverage, must turn it up a notch. 

The early part of the schedule, which 
includes rough back-to-back road games at 
revenge-minded Utah and Pac-10 power 
Arizona State, is difficult, but six of the next 
ight games are at home. That sets the stage for 
the stretch run for the Rebels in what very well 
could be a make-or-break year for Sanford and 


company. 


10, 1 007 NATIONA NGS 
W 23-16 | Cie Per Game Rank 
L 20-33 | Scoring 18.2 ppg ul 
L 49-14 | Rushing 1407 ypg n 
W 27-0 | Passing 2125 yog 68 
L 27-20 | Total 353.2 yp9 a4 
L 31-44 | Per Game Rank 
L414 | Scoring 286 ppg nm 
48-23 | Rushing 183.6 ypg 97 
L 29-24 | Passing 203.3 ypg 2 
L 3830 | 386.8 ypg 62 
L 3-10 jin Per Game Rank 
L 7-6 08 47 


DEFENSIVE COORDINAT 


es, aan 


THE QUOTE 


"They've got a lot of guys back this year, so 


maybe this is the yea 


that things fall into place 


for them offensively. Last year, they played some 
teams really, really good, put up a lot of yards, 
beat Utah. Obviously, they have the ability” 
— An opposing MWC assistant coach 


OFFENSE (8) 

WR 88 Ryan Wolfe (Jr.) 

WR 80 Casey Flair (Sr.) 

85 Jerriman Robinson (Jr) 
84 Rodelin Anthony (Jt) 
LT 75 Matt Murphy (So.) 
LG 78 Johan Asiata (Sr) 
C66 John Gianninoto (So) 
RG 59 Joe Hawley (Jc) 

RT _79 Richie Plunkett (Sc) 
QB 2 Omar Clayton (So.) 
RB 4 Frank Summers (Sr) 


DEFENSE (5) 

DE 42 Heivaha Mafi (dr) 

DT _ 93 Malo Taumua (So.) 
DT _ 92 Jacob Hales (Sr) 

DE _ 94 Thor Pili (Sr) 

OLB 33 Jason Beauchamp (Jt) 
MLB 56 Ronnie Paulo (So.) 
OLB 14 Starr Fuimaono (dr) 
CB 10 Quinton Pointer (So.) 
CB 7 Geoff Howard (St) 

S 8 Daryl Forte (dr) 


S_ Terrence Lee (Je) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 86 Ben Jaekle (S0.) 
P 37 Kyle Watson (de) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Passing: Travis Dison, 299-159-1,873-8, 81Ds 
Rushing: Frank Summers, 202 car, 928 yds., 67Ds 
Receiving: Ryan Wolfe, 66 rec., 784 yds, 2TDs 


Tackles: Daryl Forte, 94, 56 solo 


‘Sacks: Jacob Hales, 3; Malo Taumua, 3 
Interceptions: Quinton Porter, 2 for 2 yds. 
(4) Indicates numberof returiog starters» BOLD indicates returning starters 


83 Gerold Rodriguez (St) 
81 Tate Knutson (So.) 

11 Justin Marvel (dr) 

17 Renan Saint Preux (St) 
67 Mario Jeberaee! (St) 
65 Ramsey Feagai (S0.) 
64 Siosifa Moala (Sr) 

64 Siosifa Moata (Sr) 

73 Evan Marchal (So.) 

16 Travis Dixon (So.) 

32 Channing Trotter (S0.) 


47 Daniel Mareko (S0.) 
99 Tsaako Aaitui (S0.) 
71 Perry Eppenger (dr) 
‘91 Preston Brooks (S0.) 
55 Nate Carter (Fr) 
51 dimmy Miller (Jr) 
‘54 Bryce Sali (Fr) 

1 Will Chandler (Fr) 
24 Lafayette Fletcher (dr) 
26 Rico Thomas (So.) 
35 Michael Jofinson (dr) 


KR 10 Quinton Pointer (So.) 
PR 80Casey Flair (St) 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


OFFENSE ‘Toledo has more than adequare 
offensive firepower and enters 2008 with 
stability at the quarterback position for the first 
time in a while, Junior Aaron Opele has been 
starting games since his freshman season, and 
in an injury-plagued 2007 had 12 TD passes 
and 1,756 passing yards in seven games. He led 
an 812-yard effort against Northern Illinois 
and is confident, experienced and healthy. 


Tailback DaJuane Collins, who has great 
strength and balance, averaged an impressive 
6.4 yards per carry a year ago. Sophomore 
Gordon Warner offers an exciting option here. 

Wide recei 


the te 


et is the strongest position on 
m, with two all-conference-caliber 
i ephen Williams and Nick Moore. 
ey possess the size, hands and speed that 

¢ for big-play potential and create match- 


up headaches. 
3 @ a 2 


mal 


Toledo ranked 116th in the 
country by allowing 39.2 
points per game in 2007, an 
embarrassing amount 


considering Rockets head coach Tom Amstutz is 
long-time defensive guru. 


MAC selection John Greco at left tackle, and 
up frone he'll join three returning stareers — 
guards Jared DeWalt and Kevin Kowalski and 
center Buster Garrett. Toledo’s spread relies on 
strong line play to balance the running game 
and the quic sing, 


DEFENSE End Sean Williamson leads a group 
of experienced players on defense. The unit 
will benefit from the return of some former 
starters who missed most or all of 2007 with 
injur 


tike pa 


Williamson has made 28 starts and 
demonstrates a knack for getting stops behind 
the line. Douglas Westbrook, Alex Johnson 


and Terrell Willis add the luxury of depth at 
end, while at tackle, Alfred Martin, Skylar 


Constant and Joe Underwood have a wealth of 
collective experience. 

Keith Foresral 
linebacker and a proven commodity, and he is 
joined by Archie Donald, Derrick Summers 
and Beau Brudzinski 

In the secondary, Barry Church and 
Tyrrell Herbert are set. Two-time all-leaguer 
hurch has 163 tackles and seven 
interceptions on his career résumé, while 
Herbert returns after missing 2007 due to 
injury. Desmond Marrow won a corner job in 
the spring, with Walter Atkins likely playing 
the other corner. 


is a two-year starter at 


safeties 


of fourth 
eigerwald 


SPECIALISTS Toledo has a history 
down adventures, but junior Alex § 
has made the of his intermittent 
opportunities, hitting 20-of-21 field goals over 
two seasons. Sophomore Brett Brodbeck will 
handle the kickoffs, while redshirt freshman 
Bill Claus is the frontrunner to replace 
standout punter Brett Kern. 


most 


FINAL ANALYSIS After consecutive 5-7 
seasons, this tradition-rich program has hit a 
crossroads, and the 2008 campaign could 
determine which direction Toledo is heading. 

An explosion of injuries forced the Rockets 
to go to battle with too many young players 
last season, but those growing pains should 
subside since experience now prevails, Toledo's 
recent defensive liabilities have been so 
significant that it has not been able to outscore 
teams like it had in the past. The hope is that 
a healthier and improved defense can take 
some of the pressure off the still-potent 
offense. The Rockets will move the ball and 
score plenty, with Opelt settled into the 
quarterback job, and Williams and Moore 
providing big-play potential outside. 

The non nce schedule is harsh, 
with Michigan and Arizona on the road and a 
home date with Fresno State. 

A return to prominence will be hard-e 


onfer 


S. 6 at Arizona L |S. 1 Purdue 52-24 | a Per Game Rank 
S.13 at Eastern Michigan * | S. 8 atCentral Michigan L 52-31 | Scoring 329 ppg 31 
S. 20 Fresno State L |S. 15 at Kansas L 45-13 | Rushing 209.2 ypg 15 
S. 27 Florida International W | S. 22 Towa State W. 36-35 | Passing 2393 ypg 8 
0. 4 Ball State L_| S. 29 Western Michigan | 42-28 | Total 448.4 ypg 20 
0. 11 at Michigan L | 0. 6 Liberty W 35-34 | Pa Per Game Rank 
0.18 at Northern Illinois * | 0, 13 at Buffalo L 43-33 | ‘Scoring 39.2 ppg 16 
0. 25 Central Michigan =—-L_| 0, 20 Ohio W 43-40 | Rushing 214.9 ypg 2 
N. 5 at Akron * | 0. 27 Northern illinois W 70-21 | Passing 229.2 ypg 62 
N. 15 atWestern Michigan L |, 3 Eastern Michigan W 52-28 | Total 444.1 ypa 102 
N. 21 Miami (OH) L | N. 13 at Ball State ERE TO Narain Per Game Rank 
N, 28 Bowling Green L | N. 23 atBowlingGreen L 37-10 | +1 08 7 

Games in bold represent swing games 

Wor indicates a projected wi cross 


HEAD COACH: RECORD AT SCHOOL 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


CAREER RECORD: 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


EPHEN WLANs 
-__- 


THE QUOTE 


That’s our goal — to 


great improvement 


n our defense, We have to put much more 


pressure on the quarter 


ack get more sacks 


and tackles for los 


OFFENSE (6) 

WR 88 Stephen Williams (Jt) 
WR 1 Nick Moore (Sr) 

WR 80 Tim Cortazzo (Fr) 


Toledo coach Tom A 


28 Shane Hubbard (it) 
85. Robin Balley (dr) 
5 Trumaine Smith (Sr) 


\T 74 Mike VanDerMeulen (Ft) 70. John Morookian (Fr) 


1G 68 Jared DeWalt (dr) 
C 50 Buster Garrett (Jr) 
RG 69 Kevin Kowalski (So,) 
RT 62 Chris Meenan (So,) 
TE 83 John Allen (St) 

QB 19 Aaron Opelt (Jr.) 

RB 22 Daduane Collins (Jr) 


DEFENSE (8) 


Devin McCreary (Ft.) 
55. Levi George (So,) 
72 Patrick Dawson (St) 
67 Shawn Glaser (Jt) 
81 Tom Burzine (Jr) 
12 Dw. Lenehan (S0.) 
15 Gordon Warner (So.) 


58 Douglas Westbrook (So.) 40 Alex Johnson (So.) 


‘89 Skylar Constant (Jt.) 

98 Maurice Hil (J) 

92 Sean Wiliamson (St) 

54 Keith Forestal (Sr.) 

42 Archie Donald (So) 

37 Walter Atkins (Jt) 

3 Desmond Marrow (So) 

ROV 34 Lester Richmond (Jr) 
SS 8 Barry Church (Jt) 
FS 28 Tyrrell Herbert (St) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 85 Alex Steigerwald (dr) 
P  2Bill Claus (Fr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


99, Joe Underwood (S0.) 
75 Alfred Martin (S), 
51 Terrell Wilis (S0) 

56 Derrick Summers (dt) 
48. Beau Brudzinsk (J) 
47 Myshan Pettis (So.) 
30 Greg Harris So.) 

31. doe Shuler (dr) 

44 Drey/Lon Pree (So.) 
BB Chris Murphy (dr) 


KR 22 Daduane Collins (dr) 
PR 1 Nick Moore (Sr) 


Passing: Aaron Opelt, 249-144-1,756-7, 12 TDs 
Rushing: Daduane Collins, 99 car, 636 yds., 4TDs 
Receiving: Stephen Williams, 73 rec., 1,169 yds., 7 TDs 
Tackles: Lester Richmond, 73, 49 solo 


‘Sacks: Four players tied with 1 
Interceptions: Myshan Pettis, 


arry Church, 3 


(tects mberofreturing starters + BOLD indicates tuning starters 
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OFFENSE The Aztecs must replace nine 
starters, including quarterback Kevin 
O'Connell, who led the team in rushing yards 
in addition to being a capable passer. 

Redshirt freshman Ryan Lindley and junior 
college transfer Drew Westling will battle for 
the starting job. Lindley has the better long- 
range future, bur Westling might prove to be 
the better early-season option, particularly 
with a road game at Notre Dame up second on 
the schedule. 

Sophomore running back Brandon Sullivan 
will likely get the bulk of carries. Sullivan is a 
hard runner and isn't fumble-prone. His main 
competitor, Atiyyah Henderson, has had 
fumble issues and carried the ball only 44 times 
last season after rushing for 764 yards in 2006. 

Vincent Brown and former quarterback 
Darren Mougey are capable receiving targets. 
The Aztecs need potential game-breaker 
DeMarco Sampson to be healthy. Sampson 
missed the last two seasons with a foot injury. 
Sophomore tight end Alston Umuolo has the 
look of a future all-conference player. 


67.0 


‘The offensive line rates as a major problem 
area after four of the team’s top five offensive 
linemen saw their eligibility expire last seaso 
Center Trask losefa is the only returning full- 
time starter. Junior college transfer ‘Taylor 
Wallace will likely be one of the starting tack 


‘The Aztecs have to shore up 
their pass defense after 
allowing opponents to 
complete 67.0 percent of 
their passes in 2007. 


DEFENSE The Aztecs need to show dramatic 
improvement after fielding one of the worst 
defenses in the country in 2007. San Diego 
State pulled off a dubious accomplishment by 
finishing last in the Mountain West 
Conference in total defense, scoring defense, 
rushing defense and passing defense. 


l i 
AZTECS 


End Ryan Williams, a transfer from Ohio 
State, should provide a boost and be a starter in 
the team’s three-end alignment. Tackle Ernie 
Lawson is large enough to plug up the middle. 

The top four linebackers are back, which 
can be viewed as either good or bad based on 
the defense’s lack of success. Russell Allen 
(strong side), Luke Laolagi (middle) and 
Andrew Preston (weak side) all ranked among 
the team’s top five tacklers, but roo many of 
the stops came after lengthy gains. In fact, 
Jerry Milling might beat out Preston. 

Hard-hitting safety Corey Boudreaux was 
awarded a sixth year of eligibility after putting 
together a fine season, Cornerbacks Vonnic 
Holmes and Aaron Moore each had four 
interceptions but could be pushed by junior 
college transfer Davion Mauldin. 


SPECIALISTS ‘Transfer Bryan Shields is the 
frontrunner to win the placekicking duties. 
Shields saw some action at Utah State in 2006 
as a freshman, Incoming freshman Brian 
Stahovich will likely handle the punting duties. 
‘The Aztecs lost one of the best long snappers in 
the country in four-year starter ‘Tyler Schmitt, 
an NFL Draft pick. Incoming freshman Aaron 
Brewer is expected to replace Schmitt. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Progress needs to be made 
in Chuck Long’s third season or else critics will 
begin wondering whether the former 
Oklahoma offensive coordinator is one of those 
quality assistants who just isn’t head coaching 
material. The Aztecs are 7-17 in Long's first 
two seasons, and 10 of those losses have been 
by three touchdowns or more, Even more 
alarming is that only two of those blowout 
defeats have come against BCS programs. The 
Aztecs remain the lone MWC team not to play 
in a bowl game over the league’ nine-year 
history, That drought appears destined to last at 
least one more year unless the defense stages a 
remarkable turnaround and a number of young 
offensive players blossom in a hurry. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (4-8, 5-5) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30 Cal Poly W |S. 8 atWashington State L 45-17 | (ERY Per Gann liemanIc 
S. 6 at Notre Dame L |S. 15 atArizona State L_ 34-13 | Scoring 25.1 ppg 76 
S. 13 atSan Jose State * | S. 22 Portland State  W 52-17 | Rushing 103.9 ypa 105 
S. 2 Idaho W| S. 29 Cincinnati L 52-23 | Passing 2727 yp B 
0. 4 atTCU L] 0. 6 atColorado State W 24-20 | Total 376.6 yp 2B 
0. 11 Air Force L] 0. 13 atUtah L 2-7 | Day Per Gattie Rank 
0. 18 at New Mexico L | 0. 20 New Mexico L 20-17 | ‘Scoring 34.4 ppa 18 
0.25 Colorado State —* | N. 3 Wyoming W > 27-24 | Rushing 241.5 ypa us 
N. 1 at Wyoming L | N. 10 atUNL W 38-30 | Passing 256.7 yog 94 
N. 8 atBYU L | N. 17 atAir Force L 55-23 | Total 498.2 ypg us 
N. 15 Utah LN. 24 Tou L 45-33 | Per 
N. 22 UNLV *!D 1 ew L 48-27 | +6 50 7 
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THE QUOTE 
“The thing that is scary 2 

always have the talent. They're f the best 

looking football teams in person in the 

conference every single yea 
‘An opposing MV 

OFFENSE (3) 
WR 80 Vincent Brovin (S0.) 6 Mekell Wesley (Jr) 
WR 4 Darren Mougey (St) ‘18 Roberto Wallace (dr) 
WR 1 DeMarco Sampson (dr) 19 Jon Toledo (dr) 
1T Taylor Wallace (dr) 74 Mike Matamua (Ft) 
LG 77 Mike Schmidt (St) 75 Leo Grassili (Fr) 


C 50 Trask losefa (So.) 60 Tommie Draheim (Fr) 


RG 59 Lance Louis (Sr) 67 Traika Aken-Moleta (dr) 
RT 79 Kurtis Gunther (Fr) 73 Kellen Farr (Fr) 

TE 82 Alston Umuolo (So) 88 Matthew Kawulok (Je) 
Q6 14 Ryan Lindley (Fr) 9 Drew Westling (Jr) 
RB 24 Brandon Sullivan (S0.) 21 Atiyyah Henderson (Jr) 


DEFENSE (7) 


DE _56 Jonathan Soto (Jr) 90 Bal Williams (So.) 
DT_ 92 Siaosi Fifita (St) 55 Nell Spencer (So) 
DT _ 66 Erie Lawson (So) 96 Peter Nelson (it) 
DE 98 Ryan Willams (Jt) 97 Eric Ikonne (S0,) 


SLB 46 Russell Allen (Sr) 
MLB 35 Luke Laolagi (Jt) 
WLB 34 Jerry Milling (de) 

CB 6 Vonnie Holmes (Sr) 
CB 43 Aaron Moore (Jr) 
SS _5 Tu, Mckay (Sr) 

FS 40 Corey Boudreaux (St) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 27 Bryan Shields (So.) 
P Brian Stahovich (Ft) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

sey Sokolosti, 15-10-119-1, 17D 

: Brandon Sullivan, 58 car, 220 yds., 2TDs 
Darren Mougey, 32 rec., 368 yds, 2TDs 
5: Russel Allen, 119,71 solo 

Sacks: SiaosiFifita, 3; Jonathan Soto, 3 
Interceptions: Aaron Moore, 4; Vonnie Holmes, 4 


21 Zach Clarke (Sr) 

45 Miles Burris (Fr) 

32 Andrew Preston (So.) 
Davion Mauldin (Jr) 

44 Romeo Horn (So.) 

11 Martrell Fantroy (S0.) 

42 Nick Sandford (Jr) 


KR 80 Vincent Brown (S0,) 
PR 1D. Sampson (Jk) 


(lndcates number of retuing starters + BOLD indicates retuing starters 
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Per Bruit 


OFFENSE New Mexico State's “Air Raid” 
offense promises lots of passes and plenty of 
yards. Bue the Aggies must do a better job 
converting the yards into points. Despite 
averaging 423.5 yards per game, they averaged 
only 24.0 points, By contrast, the Aggies 
allowed 429.9 yards per game and gave up 
36.2 points, 

Senior Chase Holbrook: is healthy. He played 
in all but one game last season but was banged 
up throughout the year, A rib injury limited his 
mobility, and yet he still completed 70 percent 
of his passes for 3,866 yards and 26 
touchdowns. Backup J.J. McDermott earned 
valuable experience last year, playing in eight 
games. McDermott, who completed 61 percent 
of his passes, will get plenty of playing time, too. 

The Aggies have a ton of weapons, 
especially at wide receiver, where seniors 
Chris Williams and A.J. Harris are among the 
best tandems in the league. New Mexico State 
has stockpiled receivers to complement those 
two. 


Senior wide receiver A.J. Harris 
has 191 career receptions. He 


‘a sophomore and 81 last season. 19 1 


caught 39 as a freshman, 71 as 


‘The backfield is solid with 2007 part-time 
starter Tonny Glynn, fullback Brandon Perez 
and junior college transfer Seth Smith. And 
the interior of the offensive line is experienced, 
Though the tackles will be new, New Mexico 
State has added depth at the position, some of 
ic by combing the junior college ranks, for the 
first time in Hal Mumme’s tenure. 


DEFENSE Joe Lee Dunn is the new defensive 
coordinator and is implementing his 3-3-5 
defense, which should be a better fit for some 
of the Aggies’ defensive personnel. Anything 
will be better than last year, when the Aggies 
had the 105th-ranked pass defense and 107th- 
ranked scoring defense. 


New Mexico State has seven starters back on 
defense, but that doesn’t mean all seven will 
start in the new alignment, Everyone in Las 
Cruces is hoping the gambling, aggressive 
defense can force more turnovers. New Mexico 
State had only seven interceptions last year, 
while allowing 28 touchdowns through the air. 
Not surprisingly, the Aggies ranked last in the 
conference in turnover margin. 

‘The secondary figures to be the strength of 
the defense, with safety Derrick Richardson 
(108 tackles) and cornerback Davon House 
returning. Safety Brennan Baiamonte, who 
never found a role in the previous 3-4 
defensive alignment, has taken to a new safety 
spot. Cornerback Chris Woods (shoulder) is 
likely out for the first half of the season. 


SPECIALISTS Yer another spot where New 
Mexico State is seeking more production. The 
Aggies ranked last in the WAC in kickoff 
returns, a shocking stat given their surplus of 
running back/wide receiver types on the roster. 
They had the lowest conversion rate on extra 
points in the league, too. Kyle Hughes and 
incoming freshman Jordan Davenport are 
expected to battle for the kicking and punting 
jobs. Incumbent kicker Paul Young appears 
out of a job. 


FINAL ANALYSIS New Mexico State is eager 
to end its long bow! drought — the Aggies 
haven't been since 1960. Mumme feels as 
good about his complete roster as anytime 
since taking over in Las Cruces in 2005. The 
‘Aggies were 44 last year before dropping 
their final five games as injuries really took 
their toll. If they can avoid such a disastrous 
finish, something added depth should help 
with, they could possibly make a move in a 
top-heavy league without much depth. The 
key will be how well the defense plays under 
new. leadership and if offensive stars 
Holbrook, Williams and Harris can stay 
healthy. 


CHEDU. 2007 RESU 3 

S. 4 Nicholls State W | A. 30 SELLouisiana W 35-14 | GS Per Game Rank 
$. 13 at Nebraska L|S. 8 atNewMexico — L_ 44-34 | Scoring 24.0 ppg 7 
S. 20 at UTEP | s. 15 urer W 29-24 | Rushing 91.5 ypg 109 
S. 27 New Mexico L |S. 22 at Auburn L 55-20 | Passing 3319 ypg 5 
0. 11 at Nevada L |S, 29 Arkansas-Pine Bluff W 20-17 | Total 423.5 yog 35 
0.18 SanuoseState  * | 0. 7 atBoiseState  L 58 O | DEIR Per Game Rank 
0, 25 at Idaho W | 0. 13 atLouisianaTech L 22-21 | Scoring 36.2 ppg 107 
N. 1 Boise State L | 0, 20 Idaho W 45-31 | Rushing 168.0 yoo 75 
N. 8 Hawaii L | 0, 28 at Hawaii L 50-13 | Passing 261.9 ypa 105 
N. 15 at Fresno State L | N. 2 Nevada L 40-38 | Total 429.9 ypg 4 
N. 22 Louisiana Tech * | N. 10 atSanJose State L 51-17 | (TERM Per Game Rank 
N. 29 at Utah State W|N. 17 Utah State Lo 35-17 | -15 “Ls 13 

Gime bet ener ae] (N30 “Fresno State L 30-23 


HEAD COACH: 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: HAL MUMME 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


RECORD AT SCHOOL: - 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: JOE l' 


THE QUOTE 


re 


OFFENSE (6) 


18 Aw. Harris (Se) 
2 Wes Neiman (S0.) 
28 Chris Williams (St) 
78 Kyle Smith (So.) 
76 Chuck Taylor (So.) 
63 Richard Bolin (Sr) 
65 Polo Gutierrez (Sr) 
73 Patrick Blount (So,) 
17 Kyle Nelson (S0.) 
12 Chase Holbrook (Sr) 
_B Tonny Glynn (dr) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 97 Rhyan Anderson (Sr.) 
NG 24 Justen Alford (Jt) 
DE 95 Oren Long (Sr) 

OLB. 51 Ross Conner (Jt) 
MLB 42 Nick Paden (Jt) 

OLB 11 La'Auli Fonoti (Sr) 
CB. 4 Davon House (So) _20 Marvin Betts (Sr) 

cB 27 Vince Butler (Sr) 32. Chris Woods (Jt) 

FS 22 Derrick Richardson (Sr) 21. Brennan Baiamonte (St) 
S 31 Alphonso Powell So) 36 Marc Waters (Fr) 

S 21 Brennan Baiamonte (Sr) 25 Ben Bradley (Fr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 96 Kyle Hughes (So.) 
P 96 Kyle Hughes (So) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Chase Holbrook, 543-381-3,866-18, 26 TDs 
Rushing: Tonny Glynn, 81 car, 456 yds., 4TDs 
\s. Harris, 81 rec., 611 yds., 2TDs 
Tackles: Derrick Richardson, 108, 58 solo 
‘Sacks: Chris Nwoko, 3 
Interceptions: Davon House, 4 for 171 yds. 
(Indicates numberof returning starters» BOLD indicates returning starters 


5. Julius Fleming (Fr) 
10 Marcus Anderson (dr) 
14 LaVorick Wiliams (Fr) 
74 Joe Suder (Jt) 

67. Joseph Palmer (lt) 
68 Michael Grady (Fr) 
74 Joe Suder (Jr) 

71. David Norman (Jt) 
82. Ryan Franzoy (So.) 
16 Jud. McDermott (S0.) 

1 Seth Smith (dr) 


37 Ka'ua Adolpho (So.) 
90 Ev. Cannon (Jt) 
37 Kalua Adolpho (So.) 
34 Jason Scott (dr) 
35 Chris Nwoko (Sr) 
‘57. Jamar Cotton (Jt) 


KR 2 Wes\Neiman (So.) 
PR 28 Chris Wilms (St) 


‘ASU STADIUM (30,406) 


OFFENSE Arkansas State enjoyed its second- 
best offensive season in school history, but the 
then-Indians (and now Red Wolves) were 
hardly the most consistent team in the league. 
‘They scored 52 points in their Sun Belt home 
opener but # ‘a total of seven points in 
their next two conference games, By the mid- 
point of the season, ASU was out of the Sun 
Bele race. 

‘The good news is that the Red Wolves’ two 
biggest weapons are back, and both are only 
juniors. Running back Reggie Arnold averaged 
6.5 yards per carry in a second straight 1,000- 
yard season, with that per-tote average second 
among the nation's top 50 running backs last 
fall. Meanwhile, quarterback Corey Leonard 
accounted for much of that offensive total, 
throwing for 2,235 yards and adding 547 
rushing in a 21-touchdown season, 

ASU found out their value in its spring 
game. Leonard was still recovering from 
shoulder surgery (on his throwing arm) and 
Amold was held out with minor injuries 
Without the dynamic duo, the Wolves’ offense 
mostly misfired. Those struggles weren't 
helped by a hugely inexperienced offensive 
line, with all-conference tackle Matt Mandich 


the only returning starter. 


Leonard is expected back at full strength for 
I drills, and he'll have several targets 
don Thompkins, one of 
returners, provides a deep 
threat, and seniors Kevin Jones and David 
Johnson, a tight end, are consistent performers. 


Tailback Reggie Arnold 
has averaged 1,068 yards 
over the last two seasons, 
with 1,060 last season 
and 1,076 in 2006, 


led the Sun Bele in coral 
stly behind now-departed 
sive Player of the Year 


2008 SCHEDULE 
30 atTexas A&M 
6 Texas Southern 
13 Southern Miss 
20 Middle Tennessee 
27, at Memphis 
11 UL Monroe 
at UL Lafayette 
1 at Alabama 
8 at FIU 

22. Florida Atlantic 
. 29. at North Texas 
6 atTroy 


2007 RESULTS (: 
1 atTexas 

15 SMU 

22 at Tennessee 

27 Memphis 

6 at UL Monroe 

13 UL Lafayette 

at Middle Tenn, 
27 Troy 

3 FIU 

10 at Florida Atlantic 
15 North Texas 

24 at Southern Miss 


SzzzzOoNNNND 
cers sererer 
Z2zzz°99099NNNN 


‘Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor L indicates a projected win orf 


HEAD COACI ER 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATO! 


#FENSIVE COORDINATORS 


‘Tyrell Johnson. The Johnson-led. secondary 
graduated en and the Wolves return 
only one of their top five ta st year. 

Ends Alex Carrington and Brian Flagg 
improved throughout last season and wound 
up teaming for 10.5 tackles for a loss. They 
will head up one of the league's best front walls 
along with underrated tackle Khari Mays. In 
fact, ASU should be strong actoss the front 
seven, with Ben Owens coming on to record 
96 tackles in his junior season at middle 
lineback 

The secondary may not have a regular 
returning, but all four projected. starters 
ranked among ASU's top 16 tacklers last 
on, However, only one, strong safety M.D. 
Jennings, had an interception. 


SPECIALISTS A shaky area for ASU in years 
past is now loaded with experience. Brett 
Shrable averaged 41.7 per punt, and Josh 
Arauco improved his consistency in the spring 
after making 15 field goals (in 23 attempts) 

st year, Thompkins set Sun Bele records for 
ickofF returns and averaged double figures on 
pune returns. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The PC-induced nickname 
change kicks in this season, but the former 
Indians better not take long to get used to 
their Red Wolves moniker. An Aug. 30 
date awaits with Texas A&M, and three 
other bowl teams dot the non-conference 
schedule, What ASU would rather get 
used to is road success, since the final 

campaign as a Tribe included zero wins away 

from Indian Stadium. 

Leonard and Arnold are used to operating 
behind a veteran offensive line, so that unit has 
to hit its stride in a hurry. And, in a league 
filled with quality quarterbacks and wide-open 
atcacks, a weak secondary is a huge obstacle. 
‘The Wolves are solid at the skill positions, but 
they also have a lot more to worry about than 
whether a new nickname 


5-7, 3-4) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
L 21-13 | ORs Per Game Rank 
W 45-28 | Scoring 243 ppg 82 
L 48-27 | Rushing 176.0 ypg 39 
W 35-31 | Passing 203.8 ypg 7% 
L 30-13 | Total 379.8 ypg. 70 
W 52-21 | DES Per Game Rank 
L 24-7 | Scoring 27.6 ppg 62 
L270 | Rushing 165.0 yg n 
W 27-24 | Passing 197.3 ypg 19 
L 34-31 | Total 362.3 ypg 4B 
W 31-27 | (OE Per Game Rank 
L 16-10 | -4 +33 86 


“AREER RECORD: 


ay 

THE QUOTE 

"We have a lot to replace with four positions on 
our offensive line and our entire secondary, but 
T have confidence in the filling those 

our quarterback, tailback ar 
front n back 


It helps to hay 
the bulk of our defen: 


OFFENSE (6) 

82 darriel Norman (Jt) 10 
6 Kevin Jones (Sr) 4 
63 Matt Mandich (St) 71 
60 Dominic Padtra (Un) 68 
55 Brandon Ciaramitaro (Sr) 75 
61 Drew Hilton (So) 59 
{64 Mark Clemons (Jt) 
85 David Johnson (Sr) 

1 Corey Leonard (Jr) 

34 Danny MNeal (So) 

2 Reggie Arnold (Jr) 


DEFENSE (5) 

DE 98 Alex Carrington (dr) 
NT 99 Khari Mays (dt) 

DT 90 Bryan Hall (S,) 

DE 44 Brian Flagg (Sr) 
SLB 46 Darius Glover (So.) 
MLB 40 Ben Owens (St) 

WLB 51 Javon McKinnon (So.) 
CB 8 Dominique Williams (S:) 
B36 Daylan Walker (dr) 
SS 26 MD, Jennings (S0) 
FS 39 Evan Van Dolah (ut) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 89 dosh Arauco (Jt) 
P11 Brett Shrable (St) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Corey Leonard, 349-182-2,235-15, 16TDs 

Rushing: Reggie Arnold, 163 car, 1,060 yds, 97Ds 
Receiving: Brandon Thompkins, 41 rec, 503 yds., 17D 
Tackles: Ben Owens, 96, 46 solo; Brian Flagg, 44, 24 solo 
Sacks: Evan Van Dolah, 2 


Antony Robinson (So,) 
Brandon Thompkins (Jr) 
Zach Eichenberger (Sr) 
Alfred Louis (S0,) 
Jonathan Hissam (J) 
Anthony Jackson (dr) 
Bradley Guillory (dr) 

AT. Jordan (Jt) 

Travis Hewitt (Sr) 
ulermaine Robertson (Fr) 
Preston Brown (S0.) 


Bamidele Ayoola (Fr) 
Levi Thompson (So.) 
Stanley Porter (So) 
Stanley Wakwe (Jr) 
Demario Davis (Fr) 
Greg Hardy (Jt) 
Elroy Brown (Fr) 
Walter Moody (So.) 
Leroy Trahan (S0.) 
Kelcie McCray (Fr) 
Marquette Williams (So.) 


14 Brandon Thompkins (le) 
6 Kevin Jones (Sr) 


Interceptions: M.D, Jennings, 1 for 3 yds. 
(# Indicates numberof retursng starters + BLD indicates returng starters 


‘Nianeas Sate SD 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


OFFENSE Marshall needs to improve its 
efficiency on offense after finishing 44th 
nationally in total yards but just 77th in 
scoring, The starting quarterback competition 
will continue into fall. Redshirt freshman 
Mark Cann has a slight lead after showing 
poise and patience during spring practice, 
Another candidate is athletic Georgia ‘Tech 
transfer Jonathan Garner, 

Running back Darius Marshall enjoyed a 
stellar freshman campaign that saw him earn 
C-USA All-Freshman honors. He started nine 
games and gained 631 yards on 123 carries for 
an average of 5.1 yards per carry, 

Tight end Cody Slate is one of the top pass- 
catchers at his position in the nation, The 
speedster has good hands and should be the 
top tight end in the league, An experienced 
wide receiver unit will receive a boost from 
junior college speedster .J. Murdock. Senior 
Darius I s primed for his most 
productive season. ‘Two other starters in 
Marshall's three-wide attack return 
Emmanuel Spann and E.J. Wynn. 


more 


Marshall forced seven turnovers in 2007 — 
worst in the nation — which was 35 fewer 
than co-leaders Cincinnati and South Florida. 


‘Two starters are gone from an offensive line 
unit that was No. 108 nationally in sacks 
allowed. Senior Brian Leggett is moving from 
guard to center, and to his lefe will be a pair of 
sophomores who started Brandon 
Campbell and Josh Evans. 


DEFENSE New defensive coordinator Rick 
Minter is installing a 3-4 defense and moving 
defensive end Albert McClellan to outside 
linebacker. After missing last year with a kn 
injury, McClellan will undoubtedly boo 
Marshall’s defense. The junior was the 
Defensive Player of the Year in the conference 
as a sophomore in 2006, but was injured in 
August last season and missed the year, 


Linebackers Andre Portis and Corey Hart 
were active in the spring, and Maurice Kitchens 
was second on the ream in tackles last year. 

Up front, starting defensive end Ian 
Hoskins returns, and he will be joined by 
sophomores Johnny Jones and Michael Janac, 
who was impressive in spring practice. 

In the secondary, the anchor of the unit i 
free safety C.J. Spillman, a second-team All- 
C-USA honoree a year ago who led the team 
in tackles, Spillman will be joined by Aaron 
Johnson, who spent last year backing up 
Spillman, at strong safety. At corner, starters 
JJ. Johnson and Zearrick Matthews return, 
but the competition is open, and DeQuan 
Bembry was turning heads in the spring, 


SPECIALISTS Spann will be the primary kick 
and punt returner, with Marshall also gett 
his opportunities. Both handled those duties 
last yeat, with Marshall taking a kick back for 
a touchdown as a freshman, Soccer goalkeeper 
Craig Ratanamorn and Elliott Boyd are 
battling to replace Anthony Binswanger, who 
kicked and punted last year, Cody Ochoa and 
Calvin Purchase ate the puncer candidates. 


FINAL ANALYSIS If Marshall is going to 
show significant improvement this season, it 
needs to find a quarterback and improve along 
the offensive line. Otherwise, the skill position 
players are in place to have a productive 
offense, 

Defensively, Marshall has plenty to improve 
upon, but McClellan's return is significant, 
and the unit did suffer more than its share of 
injuries a year ago. The linebacker position is 
deep, making a conversion to Minter’s 3-4 
scheme easier. 

Marshall must force more turnovers to give 
a new quarterback good field position. If the 
defense can help the offense, and that unit's 
skilled players are given a chance to make 
plays, Snyder could enjoy his first winning 
season since returning to his alma mater. 


_ 
008 SCHEDUL 200' ’ 9, 3-5) 007 TIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30. Ilinois State WS. 1 atMiami 31-3 | Es Per Game Rank 
S. 6 at Wisconsin L] 5. 8 West Virginia L 48-23 | Scoring 248 ppg 7 
S. 13 Memphis L |S. 15 NewHampshire  L 48-35 | Rushing 141.8 ypg 70 
S. 20 atSouthern Miss L | s, 22 at Cincinnati L 40-14 | Passing 27.1 yg 29 
8, 27 atWest Virginia —«L| 9,2 at Memphis Lan | Total 412.8 ypg 44 
0. 3 Cincinnati L | 0, 13 atTulsa L 33-31 | DES Per Game Rank 
pa 6at AE *'! 0, 21 Southern Miss L324 | Scoring ‘pl piney 
0. 28. Houston VG. opiates Wo 3e-an | Rushing 191.0 ypg 93 
N. 8 at East Carolina L x 3) ater L avag | Passing 259.8 ypg 100 
N. 15. UCF 1H bere Total 4508 ypa 107 
N. 10 EastCarolina == W 26-7 
N. 22 at Rice L N17 at Houst L 35-28 TO Margin Per Game Rank 
N. 29 Tulsa Lipsey at Houston Fed] (ET) “83 107 
Games in bold represent swing games| N. 24 UAB W 46-39 
Wort inate a rjeted wn oss 


HEAD COACH: 


AAR JER RECORD AT SCHOOL: 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATO! 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


CODY SLATE, 
THE QUOTE 


“T've been playing five-card stud with thre 


ark 
chol 


OFFENSE (8) 
WR 24 Emmanuel Spann (Sr.) 
1 Darius Passmore (St.) 
3 Ew. Wynn (Sr) 

LT 78 Brandon Campbell (So.) 
LG 61 Josh Evans (So.) 
C 65 Brian Leggett (Sr) 
62 Matt Altobello (Sr) 
RT 79 Daniel Baldridge (Jt) 
85 Cody Slate (Jr) 

10 Mark Cann (Fr) 

5 Darius Marshall (So.) 


DEFENSE (9) 

DE 21 lan Hoskins (St) 
OT 91. Johnny Jones (So.) 
DE 90 Michael Janac (So.) 
OLB 96 Albert McClellan (Jr) 
WB 44 Corey Hart (So.) 
LB 45 Maurice Kitchens (Sr) 
OLB 33 Andre Portis (Jn) 
CB 8 di. Johnson (St) 
CB 17 DeQuan Bembry (Ft) 
SS _ 26 Aaron dohnson (St) 
FS 4 CJ. Spillman (St) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 92 Craig Ratanamorn (Jr) 
P51 Cody Ochoa (So) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


‘Sacks: Maurice Kitchens, 4 


Interceptions: Maurice Kitchens, 1; John Saunders, 1 


(Incates numberof retrsing starters «BOLD indicates returning starters 


cards." 
a full complement of 


hips for the first time In his four y 


O.J. Murdock (ur) 
87 Tavaris Thompson (Jr) 
80 Courtney Edmonson (Jt) 
(66 Branden Curry (Fr) 
73 Ryan Tillman (Fr) 
64 John Bruhin (Fr) 
71 Chad Schofield (S0.) 
75. Cal, Wood (Fr) 
16 Lee Smith (50) 
18 Jonathan Garner (Jr) 
28 Chubb Small (Sr) 


95, Montel Glasco (Sr) 
58. James Burkes (Jr) 
46 John Jacobs (Jt) 
27. Antavin Booker (dt) 
56 Howard King (So.) 
35 Kellen Harris (Fr) 
30 Mario Harvey (Jt) 
15 Dl, Wingate (S0.) 
11 Zearrick Matthews (Jr) 
20 Astiton Hall (Jt) 
Brandon Burns (Jt) 


KR 24 Emmanuel Spann (Sr) 
PR 24 Emmanuel Spann (Sr) 


Passing: Brian Anderson, 28-12-94-3, 0TDs 
Rushing: Darius Marshall, 123 car, 631 yds., 3TDs 
Receiving: Cody Slate, 66 rec., 818 yds., 5TDs 
Tackles: C.J. Spillman, 131, 64 solo 


167 


OFFENSE The reigning Sun Belt Freshman of 
the Year, quarterback Giovanni Vizza, returns. 
But his job isn’t entirely secure with the signing 
of freshman Riley Dodge, a former University 
of Texas commitment and son of second-year 
North Texas coach Todd Dodge. Whether it’s 
Dodge or Vizza under center, UNT’s offense 
should pur up big numbers in a four-v 
passing attack. 

Wide receiver Casey Fitzgerald returns after 
rewriting Sun Belt receiving records last season 
as the biggest beneficiary of Dodge’ pass- 
happy style. He’ joined by ray sophomore 
Sam Dibrell and athletic 6'4” freshman Sam 
Roberson. 

Micah Mosley and Cam Montgomery will 
compete at running back, where receiving and 
pass-blocking are as key as rushing in Dodge’ 
offense. UNT must improve its pass 
protection, Four starters return on the line, 
including second-team All-Sun Belt center 
Kelvin Drake. 


UNT has a 4-16 conference 


record since winning 26 
straight league games and od 
the Sun Belt’s first four 


championships. 


Dodge's debut season started with converted 
tight ends and defensive backs at wideout, so 
second go-around should be smoother. The 
quarterback battle between Vizza and the 
younger Dodge will garner attention, but 
UNT more de ly needs a playmaker to 
stretch the field vertically and turn 15-yard 
passes into 80-yard touchdowns. 


DEFENSE Former North Texas defensive 
coordinator Gary DeLoach returns to Denton 
to try to revitalize the Mean Green defense. 
Before spending the last five years as a UCLA 
assistant, DeLoach guided UNT’s defense to 
top-10 national rankings. Improvement may 
be the only direction lefe for UNT, which 


allowed 45 points per game last season to 
finish dead last in the country in that category. 

Last season's top five tacklers are gone, but 
the defense may be better-served starting from 
scratch. Four starters return, led by linebacker 
Craig Robertson, who led the team with five 
interceptions last season. Meanwhile, 
linebacker Tobe Nwigwe is a solid run-stopper 
in the middle. Junior cornerback Antoine 
Bush is a third-year starter, bur the rest of the 
secondary is green. Former junior college 
teammates Adryan Adams and Kylee Hill 
could both start in the UNT secondary. Junior 
college transfer Alonzo Horton, a former 
Auburn Tiger, could boost an unproven 
defensive line 


SPECIALISTS . Seaie “Troinan Spencce-tecaras 
as one of the Sun Belr’s top punters. Junior 
college transfer Jeremy Knott will assume 
placekicking duties, after UNT made only 8- 
of-15 field goals last season. Walk-on Jamel 
Jackson should carn a scholarship as the kick 
and punt returner. 


FINAL ANALYSIS UNT is likely another year 
away from contending for the Sun Bele crown, 
and Dodge still doesn't have his full allotment 
of personnel. Nevertheless, UNT could 
surprise plenty of conference front-runners if 
DeLoach’s defense can come close to matching 
UNT’s offensive production. UNT averaged 
24 points per game in its 10 defeats last year, 
and it scored 62 points in a loss to Nav 

While a conference crown may be out of 
reach, North Texas could help itself just as 
much with a key non-conference victory. The 
Mean Green play Kansas State, Tulsa (at 
home) and Rice in the first month of the 
season. A win against any of them would boost 
regional recruiting, where Dodge has already 
made headway in pushing for a league tile run 
in the near future. With its explosive offense, 
this year UNT may be the Sun Belr’s most 
feared spoiler rather than contender. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (2-10, 1-6) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30 atKansas State © L_| S. 1 at Oklahoma L 79-10 | es PerGame Rank 
S. 6 Tulsa L|s. 8 atsmu L_ 45-31 | Scoring 248 ppa 77 
S. 13 at LSU L |S. 22 Florida Atlantic — L_ 30+20 | Rushing 1188 yog ” 
S. 2 at Rice L ls. 29 at Arkansas L 66-7 | Passing 289.7 yoo tes 
0. 4 FU W To. 6 atULtafayette L 3-29 | Taal ase) eu 
Bascaicben, W | 0, 13 Louisiana-Monroe w 31-21 | EEEES Per Game Rank 
. roe 0. 20 at Troy i 527 Scoring 45.1 ppg ng 
0. 25 Troy L Rushing 229.7 yoo 5 
N. 1 atWestern Kentucky w | 27 MiddleTennessee L 48-28 | passing 256.8 yg % 
N. 8 atFlorida Atlantic —L_| N- 10 Naw L 74-82 | Total 486.4 yoo 1B 
N. 22 at MiddieTennessee | N- 25 at Arkansas State L 31-27 | prea sarseemrser 
N.29 Arkansas State * | N. 24 Western Kentucky W 27-26 | "ay “2 T10 
Welemstencctsees | 0 ct atl ees 


HEAD COACH: [ODD | 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: TODD FORD. 


E RECORD AT SCHOOL: 2-10 (1 


CAREER RECORD: 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


THE Quote 
People say, 
when you're 


You can be your own 
ung and your goal is 
inference,’ But there’. 
championship dangling out ther 
and we're going to try for it.” 
UNT head coach Todd Dodge 


vorst enemy 
still to v 


a league 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR 87 Casey Fitzgerald (Sr) 
WR 19 Sam Dibrell (So) 

‘WR 82 Brock Strickler (Sr.) 
WR 8 Sam Roberson (Fr) 

UT 71 Matt Menard (So.) 

LG 57 Tyler Bailey (Jr) 

C 68 Kelvin Drake (Jr) 

RG 77 Esteban Santiago (So.) 
RT 64 Victor Gill (0) 66 Jacob Kaiser (Fr) 

@B 15 Giovanni Vizza (S0) Riley Dodge (Fr) 

RB 32 Micah Mosley (So.) 26 Cam Montgomery (Jt) 


DEFENSE (4) 

DE 94 Eddrick Gilmore (Jr) 43. Marquis Sykes (S0.) 
DT 99 IsaacThomas (St) 84 Charlie Brown (dr) 
DT 65 Joseph Miller (So) 95. Jesse DeSoto (Sa) 
DE 48 Ryan Davenport (Sr) 91. Alonzo Horton (Jt) 
42 Craig Robertson (Sz) 41. Bron Hager (Fr) 
MLB 44 Tobe Nwvigwe (Jc) 40. Colt Mahan (Sr) 
59 Ad. Penson (Sr) 16 Steve Warren (Jr) 
CB 35 Antoine Bush (Jr) 34 Chris Neal (S0.) 
CB 31 Latif Nurudeen (Sc) 22. Adryan Adams (dc) 
S 13 Kartey Agbottah (Jr) 21 Greg Garden (So,) 
S 37 Kylee Hill (Jn) 39 Germaine Dawson (St) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 49 Jeremy Knott (dt) 
P 25 Truman Spencer (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
ing: Giovanni Vizza, 383-223-2,388-20, 17 TDs 
licah Mosley, 94 car, 461 yds., 5 TDs 
Receiving: Casey Fitzgerald, 111 rec., 1,322 yds., 12 TDs 
Tackles: Joseph Mille, 48, 29 solo; Craig Robertson, 48, 23 solo 
Sacks: Joseph Miller, 3.5 
Interceptions: Craig Robertson, 5 for 12 yds. 


88. Roderick Johnson (Sr) 
9 Bul Lewis (50) 

5 Marcus King (Ft) 

2 Alex Lott (So) 

74 Jack Crumes (J) 

67 Chad Rose (Sr) 

73 Bryan Glass (Jr) 

78 Troy Kokiohn (Fr) 


KR 23. Jamel Jackson (ur) 
PR 23 Jamel Jackson (Jr) 


(@) Indicates numberof retring starters» BOLD indicates rtming starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


OFFENSE ‘The UAB offense is built around 
quarterback Joe Webb, who will beat people 
with his legs as well as his right arm. He was 
probably the team’s best wide receiver a year 
ago while spending time as a part-time 
quarterback. This year, it’s his show. 

Running back is a question mark, though 
the arrival of one-time Alabama tailback Aaron 
Johns could provide a boost. Johns, however, 
has some eligibility issues. 

The Blazers are deep at wide receiver. 
Frantrell Forrest could be one of the league’ 
top receivers this year, Mario Wright is also a 
budding star, and they'll both have plenty of 
help. However, consistency has been a 
problem at times with this group. If they can 
limi the dropped balls, then UAB should be 
able to moye the ball. 

The most difficule area to forecast is the 
offensive line, Jake Seitz returns for his third 
year asa starter, but he'll probably slide over to 
left guard after spending the past two seasons 
center. Offensive tackles Matt McCants and 
ence Edge have the potential to be 
outstanding, but they are both young 


231 


DEFENSE The secondary could be 
outstanding, especially the two safety spots. 
Free safety Will Dunbar was the leading 
tackler in C-USA last season despite playing 
over half of the season with a banged-up knee. 
Strong safety Matt Taylor plays bigger than his 
size. Kevin Sanders is the top corner and 
usually covers the opposition’s best receiver. 
The Blazers also have some good young players 
in the secondary. 

After that, however, the defense is a 
question mark. Linebacker Joe Henderson is 
outstanding, but the rest of the linebacker 


Linebacker Joe Henderson and 
safety Will Dunbar combined for 
231 tackles last season, Care to 
guess who will lead the defense 
this season? 


corps is uncertain. Mike Tashman could be 
very good if healthy, and the incoming class is 
filled with potential. The newcomers must 
contribute quickly for the Blazers to have 
defensive success. 

The Blazers are not particularly big or 
experienced up front for the second 
consecutive season, and that was a big problem 
a year ago. Tim Davis and D.J. Reese should 
be should be solid tackles, and defensive end 
Bryant Turner is the team’s best pass rusher. 
Bur all three of those players are just 
sophomores. 


SPECIALISTS Swayze Waters was an All-C- 
USA kicker last season and earned 
consideration for All-America honors. If he’s 
healthy, Waters is one of the best 
punters/kickers in the country. He wasn't 
healthy in the spring after having offseason hip 
surgery. Redshirt freshman Trey Ragland 
handled all the kicking duties with Waters out 
of action. The return game is solid but far from 
spectacular. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Winning every game, 
obviously, is the hope. UAB head coach Neil 
Callaway certainly plans to prepare his team 
with thoughts of winning every time out. 
Realistically, UAB's program is not at a point 
where that can happen. Depth is still an issue 
throughout the lineup, and the Blazers have to 
rely on a bunch of young players. 

“[ think a year from now we'll be a lot better 
off after next year’s signing class,” Callaway 
says. “We are still concerned about the depth 
on this football ream.” 

Ie will help if Johns can step right in and be 
productive at running back, and the defensive 
front can find enough healthy bodies to 
maintain a steady rotation to keep everyone 
fresh. 

If UAB stays healthy chen the Blazers could 
be competitive. If nor, then it could be another 
tough year in Birmingham. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (2-10, +7) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30 Tulsa L |S. 1 atMichigan State 1 55-18 | (aay PerGame Rank 
S. 6 atFlorida Atlantic L |S. 8 atFlorida State L 34-24 | Scoring 19.6 ppg 105 
S. 13 atTennessee L | S. 15 Alcorn State W 22-0 | Rushing 1103 ypg 104 
S$. 20 Alabama State W |S. 29 atTulsa L 38-30 | Passing 2153 ypo 65 
S. 27. at South Carolina L | 0. 6 atMississippi State L 30-13 | Total 325.6 yo 104 
0. 2 Memphis L | 0. 13 Tulane W 26-21 | REA PerGame Rank 
0. 9 at Houston L | 0. 20 Houston L410 | Scoring 35.1 ppg 105 
0.18 Marshall * | 0. 27 atEast Carolina = L 41-6 | Rushing 256.8 ypg 9 
N. 1 atSouthern Miss L | N. 3 SouthernMiss  L_ 37-7 | Passing 2308 ypg “4 
N.15 atTulane * 1 10 UCE L 45-31 | Total 487.6 yg 14 
N. 22 East Carolina {| N. 17 at Memphis L 2-9 | PerGame Rank 
N. 29 atUCF “) N24 at Marshall L 4639 | “42 88 

Games in bold represetsving games 

W oc Linas 3 projected win ross 


HEAD COACI 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


RECORD AT SCHOOL: 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


THE QUOTE 


OFFENSE (4) 


7 Frantrell Forrest (S0.) 
1 Mario Wright (So) 
15 Sylvester Mencer (St) 
71 Matt McCants (So.) 
53 Jake Seitz (Jr) 
73 Caleb Thomas (Fr) 
68 Adam Hollifield (Jr) 
'55 Terence Edge (So.) 
86 Jeffrey Anderson (S0.) 

5 Joe Webb (dr) 
RB Aaron Johns (Sr) 


DEFENSE (9) 

DE 87 Bryant Turner (So.) 

DT 91 Tim Davis (So) 

DT 97 DJ. Reese (So.) 

DE _95 Richard Carter (St) 

‘SLB 33 Mike Tashman (So.) 

MLB Dominique Roulach (Jr) 

WLB 51 Joe Henderson (St) 

CB 21 Kevin Sanders (St) 

CB 4 Brandon Carlisle (Jr) 
43 Matt Taylor (Sr) 

FS _18 Will Dunbar (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 94 Swayze Waters (Se) 
P94 Swayze Waters (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


i 
2 
63 
Gi 
59 
75 
64 
84 

9 
38 


99 
16 
98 


KR 


Mark Ferrell (Jt) 
Rashaud Slaughter (Jr) 
Mike Jones (S0.) 
Willie Thompson (Jr) 
Joseph Waller (S0.) 
Sean Dailey (Ft) 
Daniel Seahorn (Jr) 
Greg Calhoun (Fr) 
Zach Lankford (Jr) 
Anthony Speight (So.) 
Dexter Barnett (So.) 


Jerrickus Speights (St) 
Todd Howanitz (Jr) 
Adam Arthur (Fr) 

Joe Happe (dr) 

Keon Haris (S0.) 

Bw, Steed (Ur) 

Kyle Roget (Jr) 
Marquis Coleman (Ft) 
Ugonna Amarikawa (Ft) 
Brock Ferguson (S0.) 
Chris Assily (Jr) 


1 Rashiaud Siaughter (Jc) 


PR 21 Kevin Sanders (Sr) 


Passing: Joe Webb, 117-65-679-1, 5TDs 
Rushing: Rashaud Siaughter, 100 car, 325 yds., 1TD 


: Frantrell Forrest, 49 rec., 563 y 
ill Dunbar, 122, 69 solo 


Sacks: Joe Henderson, 4 


5 STDs 


Interceptions: Kevin Sanders, 3 for 43 yds, 


(locates mab of returning Starters + BOLD indicates retuing starters 


OFFENSE A new identity here is mandated 
afcer the graduation of Kalvin McRae, the 
workhorse tailback who had 4,398 rushing 
yards over the past three years. Ohio will work 
on developing a more diverse offense, with 
option threat Theo Score at the controls at 
quarterback, He'll be pushed by highly toured 
junior college product Franshaw “Boo” 
Jackson, but either one has the tools to open 
up the offense more. Ohio moved Chris 
rett from wide receiver to his more familiar 
position at tailback, with Dante Harden and 
Wake F sfer L.J. Flintall also pushing 
for playing tim 

Ohio's strongest position is likely tight end, 
where Andrew Mooney led the Bobcats with 
34 catches a ind David Carter added 
19. ‘Taylor Price is the top wideout and the 
possession man, while LaVon Brazill adds 
speed on the outside. 

A rash of injuries pushed 13 different 
ong the offensive front 
on the Bobcats should 
realize the benefits of getting so many players 
live reps last fall. Versatile junior David White 
emerged from the spring as the starting center, 
while Josh Leuck is set at left tackle. Mike 
Eynon, Michael Philibin and Chris Rodgers 
still need to sort out their places on the lin 


rest tra 


players into actior 


last year, and this se: 


The nine TD passes caught by tight 
end Andrew Mooney in 2007 set a 
school record — a commentary on 
just how married to the run 

game Ohio has been. 


DEFENSE All-MAC end Jameson Hartke 
should see fewer double-teams now that the 
athletic Ernie Hodge has resolved the off-th 
field issues that forced him to miss all of 2007. 
Hodge moves inside, He and Hartke should he 
a handful for opposing lines to contain. Kris 
Luchsinger and Conor Reilly man the other 
end, while Jacob Williamson is the noseguard. 

The linebackers, a weakness last year, are led 


1 Gardner-Webb 
8 at UL Lafayette 
15 at Virginia Tech 


30 at Wyoming L 
6 at Ohio State L 
13. Central Michigan L 

L 


A. s. 
s. s. 

s. s. 

S. 20 at Northwestern $, 22 Wyoming 

S. 27 VMI W |S. 29 Kent State 

0. 4 atWestern Michigan L | 0. 6 atBuffalo 

0. 11 at Kent State L | 0. 13 Eastern Michigan 
0. 21 at Temple L | 0, 20 atToledo 

0. 28 Buffalo L | 0. 27 at Bowling Green 
N. 8 Bowling Green L | N. 2 Temple 

N.22 Akron * 1N. 7 at Akron 

N. 28 at Miami (OH) L | N. 24 Miami (OH) 


‘Games in bold represent 
Wor Lincica 


HH RECORD AT SCHO 


)FFENSIVE COORDINATORS: 


by Michael Brown and Jordan Meyers on the 
outside, while Nebraska native Noah Keller 
has staked out the middle. If that trio jells in 
reasonable fashion, this position won't be a 
liabi 

The secondary should be the most solid 
group on the defensive side, with talent, depth 
and the hitters needed for effective run 
support. Safety Michael Mitchell leads the 
corps, with Mark Parson and Julian Posey at 
the corners, and Steven Jackson and Patrick 
Tafua bidding for the free safety role. 


y again. 


SPECIALISTS Recruit Matthew Weller has a 
tough act to follow, since the departed Michael 
Braunstein hit a school-record 20 field goals 
and all 38 extra points last year. Matt S 
returns after aver ds per punt 
without getting one blocked. Garrett leads the 
return corps after taking a kick back for a score 
against Wyoming last year. 


chulte 


ng 37.5 y 


FINAL ANALYSIS Ohio moves into the post- 
McRae era with some trepidation. His 900- 
plus career carries and close to 4,400 rushing 
yards are gone, forcing the Bobcats to evolve 
into a more quarterback-focused offense. That 
gives Scott and Jackson the opportunity to 
display their intriguing skill sets. 

As Ohio seeks more balance on offense, the 
defense is under the gun to keep the Bobcats in 
games. The concern here is up the middle — 
tackle, linebacker, safety. If those positions 
perform above scale, Ohio can remain 
competitive in 2007. 

One major concern in the close games that 
are sure to materialize: Placekicking has gone 
from the most reliable position on the team to 
one of the most uncertain, That doesn't bode 
well 


he schedule is unforgiving, with games at 
Wyoming, Ohio State and Northwestern 
wrapped around a home date with MAC 


champion Central Michigan. 


W 36-14 | Ga Per Game Rank 
W 31-23 | Scoring 305 ppg 44 
L 28-7 | Rushing 150.8 ypg 58 
L 34-33 | Passing 213.7 ypg 7 
L 33-25 | Total 364.5 ypg 8 
L 31-10 | Pa Per Game Rank 
W 48-42 | Scoring 29.9 ppg 81 
L 43-40 | Rushing 185.4 ypg 21 
W 38-27 | Passing 221.1 ypg 47 
W 23-7 | Total 407.5 ypg 4 
L 48-37 | Per Game Rank 
W 38-29 | +2 Vv 39 


CAREER RECORD: 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


THE QUOTE 


“T’m just hungry because last year we 


disappointing. We went 6 


and that team had 


so much potential 


need to be 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR 23 Taylor Price (Jr) 
WR 7 LaVon Brazil (S0.) 
{T 74 Josh Leuck (Sr) 
LG 76 Mike Eynon (Sr) 
© $8 David White (dr) 
RG 61 Michael Philbin (Jr) 
RT 57 Chris Rodgers (Jt) 
TE 81 Andrew Mooney (St) 
QB 3 Theo Scott (Jr), 
FB 39 Mitch Morsillo (Jr) 
RB 2 Chris Garrett (Ir) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 92 Comor Reilly (Jt) 
DT _95 Ernie Hodge (So) 
NG 96 Jacob Williamson (Sr) 
DE 90 Jameson Hartke (St.) 
WLB 48 Jordan Meyers (Sr) 
MLB 47 Noah Keller (So.) 
‘SLB 35 Michael Brown (Sr) 
CB 24 Mark Parson (St) 
CB 9 Julian Posey (So.) 
SS 34 Michael Mitchell (St) 
FS 42 Steven Jackson (Jr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K —_ Matthew Weller (Fr) 
P43 Matt Schulte (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passi 


nlor 


80 
80 
60 
58 
66 


is hungry a: 


afety Mich 


Robert Mercer (So.) 
Robert Mercer (So.) 
Cole Bunner (S0.) 
David White (Jt) 
Tommy Stuck (St) 
David White (Jr) 
Cole Bunner (So.) 
David Carter (Sr.) 
Boo vackson (Jr) 
Jayson White (St) 
Donte Harden (Fr.) 


Kris Luchsinger (J) 
Corey Moncrief (dr) 
Marcels Witiamson (Sa) 
Eric Kenkel (Sr) 

Lee Renfro (Jr). 
Clevon Kirkland (Sa) 
Chris Hall (Sr) 

Thad Turner (dr) 

Tdris Lawrence (Jr) 
Hilton Dawson IT (Jt) 
Patrick Tafua (Jr) 


3 _ Taylor Price (dt) 
2 Chris Garrett (Jr) 


: Theo Scott, 109-63-743-3, 5TDs 


Rushing: Theo Scott, 40 car, 120 yds., 07D 
Receiving: Andrew Mooney, 34 rec., 498 yds., 91Ds 


Tack! 
Sacks: Kris Luchsinger, 5 


Interceptions: Four players tied with 2 


Michael Brown, 85, 44 solo 


(Pnicates number of retring starters + BOLD indicates returing starters 


5) 


Ric Fone! 


OFFENSE Without graduated running back 
Matt Forte to carry the load, the Green Wave 
will change their offensive philosophy. Or, 
e accurately, n Wave will return to 

ing the run and pass 


foledo' 
ly equally, Take more than 2,000 yards of 
rushing away, however, and it does put more 
pressure on the quareerback: 
Speaking of q 
Moore and redshirt freshman Joe Kemp 
bareled each other for the starting job in the 
spring while the starter at the end of last season 
— Anthony Scelfo — put up big numbers for 
the Tulane baseball team. It appears that the 
steady Moore and the talented Kemp will 
continue tussling for the spot in fall camp, 
should find some running success 
with Andre Anderson and J.T. McDonald in 
the backfield, and the receiving corps is deep 
and talented, Toledo says Anderson will 
surprise people with his ability. Look for 
Jeremy Williams and Brian King to lead the 
way for the receivers. 
The offensive line i 
Michael Parenton and ‘ 
experienced of the group. 


26/8 


DEFENSE O'Neill Gilbert takes over as the 
defensive coordinator and looks to build a 
defense that plays faster than a year ago, His 
plan to making that happen included moving 
starting safety David Skehan to linebacker, 
Skehan becomes part of a linebacking crew 
that includes returning starters David Kirksey, 
James Dillard and Evan Lee. Kirksey moved 
from the outside to the inside during spring 
practice. 


well-stocked, with 
y Kropog the most 


The Tulane defense 
allowed 26 1D passes and 
had only eight INTs last 
season, The Green Wave 
‘feed more big plays by 
the pass defense to have 
success, 


‘The Green Wave need to be physical up 
front, and Reggie Scott had a tremendous 
spring bs The senior defensive end will 
lead a line that includes fellow defensive e 
Adam Kientua and nosetackle Juli 
Sams. Depth could be an issue unle 
true freshmen can help. 

Safety Chinonso Echebelem leads a 
secondary that will be tested, The starters at 
cornerback are Phillip Davis and Josh Lumar, 
but depth is not a strength, 


SPECIALISTS Kicker Ross ‘Thevenot 
punter Darren deRochemont return, 
either one was particularly consistent a year 
ago. The Green Wave also look to break in 
some new returners. 


and 
but 


FINAL ANALYSIS ‘Tulane won four games a 
year ago and was in position to win at least 
three more. That wasn't bad considering the 
shape of the program when Toledo and his 
coaching staff arrived in town. A year later, 
‘Toledo says he feels more comfortable, but it 
remains to be seen whether that experience 
will help the Green Wave produce more 
victori 

‘The Green Wave relied heavily on Forte last 
year but will have to spread the wealth this 
season, Toledo began preparing the 
quarterbacks for the pressure during spring 
practice by allowing the defense to hit them 
during 11-on-11 work. 

On the other side, the defense doesn't have 
the luxury of easing its way into life under 
another new defensive coordinator. 

The schedule docs help a bit, with five 
home games in the first seven weeks. Toledo 
can figure out a quarterback rotation — or a 
winner of the quarterback derby — while 

7 ason games in the 
‘hat's certainly an 
ireen Wave 


will have suce 
how to win aft 


a 
=e 

S. 6 at Alabama L |S. 8 Mississippi State L 38-17 | (Ear PerGame Rank 
S. 13. East Carolina L }S. 15 Houston L 34-10 } Scoring 244 ppg 80 
S. 20 UL Monroe * |, 22 SELouisiana © W 35-27 | Rushing 201.0 ypg 2 
$. 27 SMU L]S. 29 Usu L349 | Passing 1949 ypg 89 
0. 4 Army * 10. 6 at Army L (ot) 20-17 | Total 395.9 yg 59 
0. 1 at UTEP L | 0, 13 at UAB L 26-21 | DSSS Per Game Rank 
0. 25 Rice L | 0, 20 atsmu W (ot) 41-34 | Scoring 313 ppg 90 
N. 1 at LSU L | 0. 27 Memphis L 28-27 | Rushing 1326 ypg 37 
N. 8 atHouston LN. 3 Tulsa L 49-25 | Passing 287.7 yog 13 
N.15 UAB * |. 10 UTEP W 34-19 | Total 4203 ypg 87 
N. 22 atTulsa | N. 17 atRice W 45-31 | (EE Per Game Rank 
N. 29° at Memphis L TN, 24 atEast Carolina L 35-12 | 3 “25 81 

Games in bod represent swing g 

Wor Linicates projected wi or 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOI 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


THE QUOTE 


“When you have a losing program, mentally 


have to c 


cha: its tail. You jus! 


ange. The only way you change th 
for (winning) to happen. It 
try to catch up with it 


kind of a dog 


Once you catch up with it, things are better” 


OFFENSE (5) 

WR 83 Brian King (Sr) 

20 Jeremy Williams (Jr) 
LT 77 Troy Kropog (Sr) 
LG 65 Michael Parenton (Sr) 
© 68 Andrew Nierman (S0,) 
RG 75 Tyler Rice (dr) 

RT _78 Nick Landry (dr) 

TE 80 dustin Kessler (Sr) 

QB 2 Kevin Moore (S0,) 
FB 35 dordan Stephany (So.) 
RB 32 Andre Anderson (it) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 92 Reggie Scott (St) 
DT 96 Tony Bryant (So) 
DT 97 dulian Shives-Sams (St) 
DE 90 Adam Kiventua (dr) 
SLB_ 33 David Skehan (St) 
MLB 55 David Kirksey (Jr) 
WLB 6 Travis Burks (Jt) 
B13 Phillip Davis (So) 
CB 12 dosh Lumar (Sr) 
SS 38 Corey Sonnier (Jr) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 47 Ross Thevenot (dr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 


Tackles: Evan Lee, 99, 48 solo 


FS 24 Chinonso Echebelem (Jr) 45 


Bob Toledo 


15, Michael Batiste (Sr) 
19 Casey Robottom (So.) 
70 Travis Olexa (Jt) 

62. Oscar Ponce de Leon (So) 
66 Joey Ray (Fr) 

76 John Landa (Jt) 

58, Pete Hendrickson (So) 
88 Tyler Helm (S0.) 

7 Joe Kemp (Fr) 

36 Cody Blackwelder (So.) 
22. McDonald (Ft) 


52 Troy Wilson (dr) 
98 Cedric Wilson (Fr) 
95. Justin Adams (S0.) 
93 Logan Kelley (Jr) 
44. Jordan Ells (Sr) 
34 Evan Lee (Sr) 

10 James Dillard (Sr) 
21 Charles Harris (dr) 
8 Alex Wacha (So) 
31. Devin Holland (S0.) 
Lamont Simmons (Fr) 


KR 20. Jeremy Wiliams (Ut) 


P 40 Darren deRochemont (So.) PR 23 Dominique Dade (Fr) 


Passing: Anthony Scelfo, 205-111-1,396-7, 6TDs 
Anthony Scelfo, 57 car, 171 yds., 17D 
Receiving: Jeremy Williams, 46 rec., 773 yds., 5TDs 


Sacks: Reggie Scott, 4; Adam Kwentua, 4 


Interceptions: David Skehan, 4 for 9 yds, 
(2) Indicates numberof turing starters» BOLD indicates eturing starters 
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OFFENSE Quarterback Andy Schmitt returns 
after a solid first year as a starter. He kept his 
interceptions low, completed a solid 64.3 
percent of his passes and established himself as 
a running threat. Now, he must get the ball 
downfield more. 

A lot of that will depend on whether 
DeAnthony Wright and Jacory Stone can 
emerge as more downfield threats. A potential 
home run player could be Tyler Jones, while a 
host of younger players are ready to make their 
mark. The ground game needs someone to 
emerge as a regular ball-carrier, That player 
could be Terrence Blevins, providing he can 
cure his fumbling ills. 

‘The offensive front will take a little time to 
come together after some position changes, 
although the left side looks good, thanks to 
returnees T,J. Lang and Andy Fret. 


Opposing backs averaged 5.2 


yards per attempt last year and 
found the end zone 25 times. 
Those numbers must improve, = 


and the Eagles know it. 


DEFENSE The Eagles have a true gem in 
middle linebacker Daniel Holtzclaw, who is on 
the preseason Lombardi Award watch. list. 
He'll make a bunch of tackles, but he needs 
some help. He will get some if outside man 
Andre Hatchett is academically eligible after 
taking spring drills off to work on his grades. 
IF not, it will be Holtzclaw and a couple of 
youngsters. 

‘The front line returns two starters but not 
the two best performers from last year. Jason 
Jones and Eric Young are gone, and though 
tackle Josh Hunt and end Spenser Smith are 
solid, neither is the type of big-play man Jones 
and Young were. They need to step up, as do 
several freshmen and sophs along the front. 

Four starters and two key reserves are 
returning to a secondary that was uneven last 
year, The experience on hand does mean that 


the Eagles possess the potential to force more 
turnovers and lower opponents’ completion 
percentage. 


SPECIALISTS Junior Zach Johnson had a 
great first season punting the ball, averaging 
42.1 yards per boot, a performance that earned 
him a spot on the Ray Guy watch list. He's a 
big weapon in that department. Johnson is also 
the primary kicker but attempted only seven 
placements last year, making five. One was a 
50-yarder, so there is no question about his leg 
strength, 

Dontayo Gage returned one kick for a TD 
last and averaged 23.1 yards per try last year. 
‘The pune return game is not quite so solid, as 
Nate Beard averaged just 5.0 yards last year. 


FINAL ANALYSIS With a three-game 
improvement from 2006-07 on its résumé, the 
Eastern Michigan program enters a crucial 
season. This is Jeff Genyk’s fifth campaign as 
head coach, and the fruits of his recruiting and 
building should be more obvious than at any 
other time during his tenure. 

‘The Eagles are in a position to take a step 
forward, but they need help in a few key areas, 
and how well that assistance manifests itself 
will be an indication of Genyk’s success in 
building a program. 

The development of a ground game is 
crucial to the offense’s success. The Eagles 
averaged 200 yards on the ground in the final 
four games last year, and there isnt any 
indication yet that the team can match that — 
or even come close. EMU passed the ball well 
last year, but it wasn't a big-time downfield 
attack, averaging just 6.0 yards per attempt. 

On the other side of the ball, the secondary 
looks good, but its all about the front seven. 
EMU must control enemy ground games and 
get some pressure on the quarterback. 
Hatchete’s return will help, but the front four 
has to emerge. Eastern closed well last year, but 
it’s time to take the next step. 


ES 
A. 28 Indiana State W |S. 1 at Pittsburgh l 27-3 | a Per Game Rank 
S. 6 at Michigan State L |S. 8 Ball State L 38-16 | Scoring 24.2 ppg 85 
S. 13 Toledo * 1S, 15 at Northern Illinois W 21-19 | Rushing 156.5 ypg 54 
S. 20 at Maryland L |S. 22 Howard W 38-15 | Passing 181.0 ypg 102 
S. 27 Northern Illinois L |S. 29 at Vanderbilt L 30-7 | Total 337.5 ypg 5 
0. 4 at Bowling Green L | 0. 6 atMichigan L 33-22 | ES Per Game Rank 
0.11 at Army * | 0. 13 at Ohio L 48-42 | Scoring 31.2 ppg 89 
0.18 Akron * | 0. 19 Northwestern L_ 26-14 | Rushing 195.8 ypg 7 
0. 25 at Ball State L | 0. 27 Western Michigan W 19- 2 | Passing 2278 ypg 57 
N, 1 atWestern Michigan L | N. 3 atToledo L 52-28 | Total 423.6 yog 90 
N, 22 atTemple L | N. 9 Bovling Green L 39-32 | (IER Per Game Rank 
N, 28 Central Michigan L | N. 16 at Central Michigan W 48-45 | +8 67 2 
Wor inal pected oss 


HEAD COACH 


RECORD AT SCHO( 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOI 
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INC 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOI 


15 dJacory Stone (Jr) 88. David Fox (Fr) 
WR 18 DeAnthony White (Jr) 5 Tyler Jones (St) 

WR 86 Tyrone Burke (So) 84 Trey Hunter (Fr) 

IT 50 TW. Lang (Sr) 69 Chris Larkins (Sr) 

LG 60 Andy Frete (Jr) 60. Darel Davi Budancur (F2) 
C78 Etic Davis (So.) 61 Derek Gotham (So.) 
RG 55 Stephen Johnson (Je) 74 Joe Charles (St) 

RT 65 Dan DeMaster (So.)__76 Bridger Buche (So.) 

TE 89 Josh LeDuc (S0.) 48 Sonny Paluch (So.) 

QB 7 Andy Schmitt (Jr) 11. Kyle McMahon (S0.) 
RB 3 Terrence Blevins (St) 22 Dwayne Priest (So.) 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 5 Spenser Smith (Sr) 93 Brad Ohrman (Fr) 
DT 91 dosh Hunt (Sr) 92 Ryan Kuhlman (Fr) 
DT 99 Tyler Palsrok (S0.) 96 Brandon Slater (Fr) 
DE 45 Brandon Downs (dr) 97. Adam Brockman (So,) 
LB 57 Tim Fort (So) 20 Andre Hatchet (Jr) 
LB 44 Daniel Holtzclaw (Sr) 52 Steve Brown (Fr) 

LB 25 Jermaine Jenkins (Sc) 42 Marcus English (Fr) 
B27 Kevin Long (S0.) 30 Lyle Garrison (Sr) 
CB 19 Arrington Hicks (S0.) 34 Derrick Hunter (Jr) 
SS__21 Jacob Wyatt (Sr) 23. Chris May (dt) 

FS 10 Ryan Downard (So.) 24 Dwayne Harrison (St) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 33 Zach Johnson (Jr) 
P33 Zach Johnson (de) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Andy Schmitt, 255-164-1,613-6, 14 TDs 
Rushing: Andy Schmit, 67 car, 279 yds,, 610s 
jacory Stone, 47 rec., 462 yds., 3 1Ds 
Tackles: Daniel Holtzclaw, 125, 50 solo 

Sacks: Andre Hatchett, 2; Allan Cozart, 2 


Interceptions: Ryan Downard, 6 for 15 yds. 
(Indicates number of retring starters + BOLD indeatesretuing starters 


KR 2 Dontayo Gage (Jr) 
PR 82 Nate Beard (Jc) 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 
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‘AKRON, OHIO RUBBER BOWL (31,000) 


OFFENSE Eight offensive starters return to 
give the Zips the foundation to build a much 
improved attack — an absolute necessity after 
they averaged only 21.2 points per ga 
season, which put them near the bottom of the 
conference. Consistency will come if the 
quarterback position is more productive and 
efficient, Junior Chris Jacquemain threw only 
11 touchdown passes with 10 interceptions 
last season but should benefice from the 
presence of Luke Getsy, a standout 
quarterback who led the Zips to the MAC title 
in 2005, Getsy joined the Akron staff as a grad 
assistant. 

The tailback position should be a team 
strength. Bryan Williams likely gets the 
starting job after rushing for over 700 yards 
hase ior Dennis Kennedy battled 
injuries in 2007, but he led this team in 
rushing two years ago. Stephon Fuqua steps 
into the lead role at receiver after catching 20 
ses in 2007, and Alphonso Owen is a solid 
second option, with Brandon Williams, 
transfer Jeremy Bruce and junior college 
recruit Deryn Bowser also in the plans. 


The security network up front is set, with 
four starters from 2007 back. All-MAC pick 
Shris Kemme anchors the group at left tackle, 
with Mike Ward returning at guard and Corey 
Woods at the other tackle. Zack Anderson and 
Elliote Bates fill out the line, with Merce 
Poindexter going at tight end. 


son. S 


The Akron defense gave up 35 
points or more six times in 2007, 
The Zips went 2~4 in thase games, 


DEFENSE The defense returns only five 
starters. Four top secondary players must be 
replaced, and the unit as a whole must 
improve dramatically against the run, 

‘There's strength and depth up front, led by 
end Almondo Sewell, who started 11 games 


last year and had 10 stops behind the line of 
scrimmage. Eric Lively returns at tackle, while 
Towa transfer Ryan Bain is slated to start at 
nosetackle. Recruit Hasan Hazime will likely 
play his way in the rotation. 

Kevin Grant mans the middle at linebacker 
and should be bracketed by sophomore Sean 
Fobbs, who missed the spring due to injury, 
and senior Doug Williams, who recorded 63 
tackles last season. 
graduation 


losses dictate 
able transition in the secondary, with 
safety Andre Jones the lone returning 
starter. Wayne Cobham will take over at rover, 
while Amin Kabir starts at strong. safety. 
Brandon Anderson and Miguel Graham most 


likel 
SPECIALISTS This area returns intact, with 


punter John Stec back after averaging 37.5 
yards per kick. Placekicker Igor Iveljic hit 15- 
of-18 field goal tries, including a 51-yarder, as 
a freshman in 2007. Jones was the 
punt returner a year ago, while Bryan W 
averaged 32 yards per kickoff return. 


will work the corners. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Zips are in need of a 
rebound after a pair of losing seasons, but the 
schedule affords them little slack, with road 
trips to Wisconsin, Syracuse and Army in the 
first month. 

Innovation is needed on the offensive side, 
and that will demand upgraded 
performance from Jacquemain. An experienced 
line should help the quarterback make better 
On the the 
aduation losses were heavy, and only a quick 


an 


decisions. defensive side, 


maturation will prevent serious struggle 
The 
this 


ps have to close out close games if 
am is to improve. Coach J.D. Brookhart 
has transfers and junior college players to 
inject some immediate spark, but the 
chemistry and leadership issues will need to be 
addressed and resolved quickly if Akron is 
going to be a factor in the MAC Ea 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (4-8, 3-5) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30. at Wisconsin Ls. 1 Army W 22-14 | a Per Game Rank 
S. 6 at Syracuse L| S. 8 atOhio State L_ 20-2 | Scoring 21.2 ppg 7 
S. 13 Ball State L |S. 15 atindiana L 41-24 | Rushing 1278 ypg 0 
S. 20 at Army * |S, 22 Kent State W > 27-20 | Passing 1838 ypg 100 
S. 27. Cincinnati L |S. 29 at Connecticut L 44-10 | Total 3117 ypg im 
0. 4 atKent State | 0. 6 atWestern Mich. w 39-38 | (Raa Per Game Rank 
0. 11 Bowling Green L | 0. 13 Temple L_ 24-20 | Scoring 29.2 ppg B 
0. 18 at Eastern Michigan * | 0, 27 at Buffalo L 26-10 | Rushing 183.8 ypg 88 
N. 5 Toledo * | 'N. 2 atBowlingGreen L 44-20 | Passing 224.9 yoo 38 
N. 13. Buffalo L | N. 7 Ohio W 48-37 | Total 4087 yg % 
N. 22 at Ohio * | N14 atMiami(OH) = «Ls 7- 0 | EY Per Game Rank 
Ne 26st Ternple * | N. 23. Central Michigan 35-32 | a “08 64 
Games in bot represent 
Wor indeates a projected 


HEAD COACI RECORD AT SCHOO! 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATO! 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


CAREER RECORI 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


WR 4 Stephon Fuqua (Sr) 81. Alphonso Owen (Sr) 
WR 17 Brandon Williams (Jr) 87 Richard Sandilands (So.) 
LT 74 Chris Kemme (Sr) 69. Casey Estrada (Jt) 
LG 71 Mike Ward (So.) 70 Paul Simkovich (Ft) 
C51 Elliott Bates (dr) 53 Dan Ronsman (Fr) 
RG 78 Zack Anderson (Jr) 79 Jason Sekinger (S0.) 
RT 75 Corey Woods (So) 77 Keith Huebner (dt) 
TE 83 Merce Poindexter (St) 8 Jose Cruz (S0.) 

QB 11 Chris Jacquemain (Jr) 5 Matt Rodgers (Fr) 
FB 32 doe Tuzze (It) 42 Matt Harmon (J) 
RB 24 Bryan Williams (Sr) 10 Alex Allen (Jt) 
DEFENSE (5) 

DE 56 Almondo Sewell (So.) 95. Marquinn Davis (Fr) 
NT 92 Ryan Bain (Jt) 60 Dan Marcoux (Ft) 
DT 93 Eric Lively (St) 96 Hasan Hazime (Fr) 
LB 23 Sean Fobbs (So.) 25. Aaron Williams (Ft) 
18 30 Kevin Grant (Sr) 44 Ray Siler (Sr) 

LB 54 Doug Williams (Se) 49 Matt Little Fr) 

ROV 27 Wayne Cobham (Jr) 20 Mike Thomas (So.) 
CB 1 Brandon Anderson (Sr) 19. Dante Barnes (So) 
CB 11 Miguel Graham (Sc) 18 Chuck Thompson (Jt) 
SS _ 28 Amin Kabir (Jr) 22 Da-Von Moore (Ft) 
FS 21 Andre Jones (Sr) 48 Tyler Campbell (So.) 
‘SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 45 Toor Ivelc (So) KR 24 Bryan Wiliams (St) 
P_ 38 doh Stec (Jt) PR 21 Andre Jones (Sr) 
RETURNING LEADERS 


Tackles: Andre Jones, 79, 50 solo 
‘Sacks: Almondo Sewell, 3 
Interceptions: Andre Jones, 3 for 0 yds. 


OFFENSE (8) 


emain has set the pace as the 
Matt Rodgers has pushed him the 
Tam pleased with where we are at 
noth of our quarterbacks. 
J.D. Brookhart 


Akron coach, 


Chris Jacquemain, 275-154-1,623-10, 111Ds 
: Bryan Williams, 152 car, 728 yds., 21Ds 
ryan Williams, 22 rec., 204 yds., 17D 


(4) Inicates amber of returning starters + BOLD indicates returning starters 
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OFFENSE There are high hopes for an offense 
that generated more than 4,600 yards last fall. 
Quarterback Kinsmon Lancaster returns to 
man the controls. As a junior, Lancaster threw 
for 1,866 yards with 13 touchdowns and 10 
interceptions and added another 398 yards on 
the ground. 

Lancaster welcomes back the team’s top 
receivers, Darrell McNeal and LaGregory 
Sapp, who combined for 87 catches and 
almost 1,000 yards, give the Warhawks a pair 
of good-hands guys. Tight end Zeek Zacharie 
also returns. 

‘There is a major issue on offense, however. 
Tailback Calvin Dawson, a two-time 1,000- 
yard rusher, has exhausted his eligibility. Last 
year, Dawson contributed nearly 1,800 yards 
of offense, In his place, the Warhawks will look 
for a breakout season from running back Frank 
Goodin, a homegrown product who provided 
596 yards last season. Junior Gary Frazier and 
freshmen Carl Elie and Luther Ambrose will 


also be in the mix. 


Opening holes for Goodin and the rest of 
the backs is an experienced offensive line built 
around bookend tackles Larry Shappley and 
Ryan Dercher. 

“We're two-deep in the line, so we probably 
have the most depth there since I've been 
here,” says veteran coach Charlie Weatherbie. 


ULM yielded only 14 points to Alabama 
in its upset win in Tuscaloosa. In the 
Warhawks’ previous two games 
against BCS conference foes, they 
‘gave up 49 points to Clemson and 54 
toTexas A&M, 


DEFENSE The defense got a boost from a 
rectuiting class that included two highly 
touted defensive linemen from the junior 
college ranks, Aaron Williams and Alex Ford 
will be expected to sce significant action right 
away for the Warhawks. 


B 
‘Paal 
WAR HH 
Pe re 

‘Tay Ogletree gives UL Montoe a solid cover 
corner. He should be joined by freshman corner 
Nate Brown and a trio of experienced safeties — 
James Truxillo, Josh Thompson and Greg 
James. Last year, ULM gave up 260.8 passing 
yards per game to rank last in the Sun Belt and 
101st in the nation. That must improve. 

Cardia Jackson is the leader of the two-man. 
linebacking corps. Jackson proved to be an 
impressive hitter last season when he led the 
team with 79 tackles. 

With eight returning starters, the 2008 
defense figures to be the strongest in 
Weatherbie's seven years in Monroe, 

“The defensive line is definitely a strength 
of this team,” Weatherbie says. “We have all of 
our linebackers back, and we have two very 
eapeiiérosd talttck®™ 


SPECIALISTS Scott Love earned All-Sun Belt 
honors after helping ULM lead the league in 
net punting, Redshirt freshman Radi Jabour 
will take over the placekicking duties from 
Cole Wilson, who converted 10-of-15. field 
goals and 32-of-33 PATS last season. Their will 
be competition for the return jobs during 
preseason camp. 


FINAL ANALYSIS As usual, the Warhawks 
have a tough non-conference schedule with 
road games against Auburn, Arkansas, Tulane 
and Ole Miss, Three of those four come at the 
beginning the season, so it will be difficult to 
build momentum early. 

But look for ULM’ improved depth on the 
offensive and defensive lines to help them 
weather the BCS storm and get them ready for 
Sun Bele play. And remember, this is a 
program that won at Alabama last year, so 
there is no such thing as a sure defeat. In Sun 
Bele play, the Warhawks gets heavyweight Troy 
and traditional rival UL Lafayette at home. 

Competing for a league title might be a bit 
of a stretch, but there is no reason ULM can't 
be in the hunt for an upper-division finish, 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (6-6, 4-3) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30. at Auburn L } A. 30. Tulsa 35-17 | aE PerGame Rank 
S, 6 #Arkansas L |S. 8 atClemson L 49-26 | Scoring 23.5 ppg 89 
S. 13: Alabama A&M Ws. 15 atTexasA&M = L 54-14 | Rushing 209.0 yg 16 
a He * |S. 29 attroy 24-7 | Passing 176.7 yg 106 
ce UL Lata 0. 6 Arkansas State W 30-13 | Total 385.7 yog 65 

0. 11 at Arkansas State = L 
0.18 North Texas + | 0. 13 atNorthTexas | 31-21 | DR Per Game Rank 
0. 25 Florida atlantic L | 9 20 FU W 28-14 | ‘Scoring 277 09 64 
Nd thoy {| 0. 27 atFlorida Atlantic Wot) 33-30 | Rushing 153.5 ypg 55 
N. 8 atMiddleTennessee 1 | N. 3 MiddleTennessee L 43-40 | Passing 260.8 ypg 101 
N. 15 at Ole Miss L_ | N. 10 Grambling State W 28-14 | Total 4143 ypg 78 
N.22 at FIU * | N17 at Alabama TASER TO Margin PerGame Rank 
#Little Rock, AR N. 24 atULLafayette W 17-1) +1 08 47 

Games in bold erase sing anes 

WorL inate jected nor les 


RECORD AT SCHOOI: 


ct 


CAREER RECORD: 


}EFENSIVE COORDINATOR: 


KINSMON| LANGA; 


THE QUOTE 
“There’s no doubt we 
headi 


to this season.” 


OFFENSE (6) 
WR 6 Marly Humphrey (Sr) 
WR 3 Darrell McNeal (Jr) 
WR 18 LaGregory Sapp (Sr) 
tT 79 Ryan Dercher (dr) 

UG 74 Andrew Stout (Sa) 

¢ 53 Keating Helms (dr) 

RG 74 Andrew Stout (Sa) 

RT 76 Larry Shappley (St) 

TE 15 Zeek Zacharie (St) 

QB 7 Kinsmon Lancaster (Sr) 
RB 5 Frank Goodin (So, 


DEFENSE (8) 

DE 52 Alaric Coleman (Jt) 
DT 92 Alex Ford (Jr) 

NT 56 Brandon McCray (Fr) 
DE 93 Aaron Morgan (ur) 
LB 50 dosh Thomas (dr) 
LB 51 Cardia Jackson (dt) 
CB 26 Nate Brown (Fr) 
CB 24 Tay Ogletree (S0.) 
BAN 34 dames Truxillo (Jr) 
ROV 28 Josh Thompson (Jr) 
FS 2 Greg James (Jt) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 85 Rati Jabour (Fr) 
P 48 Scott Love (Jr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Kinsmon Lancaster, 294-174-1,866-10, 13 TDs 
Rushing: Frank Goodin, 116 car., 596 yds., 47Ds 

Receiving: Darrell McNeal, 54 rec., 502 yds., 4 TDs 

Tackles: Cardia Jackson, 79, 46 solo; Greg James, 77, 52 solo 
Sacks: Aaron Morgan, 3 

Interceptions: Greg James, 5 for 91 yds. 


1 di MeCoy (Jr) 

8 AlLewis (60) 

16 Jeremy Stafford (Fr) 
69. Justin Roberts (Ft) 
70 Aaron Schutz (Sr) 
65, Brett Thompson (So) 
67 Au. DeGroot (S0,) 
68. kyle Kersten (Sr) 
88 Mitch Doyle (dr) 

12 Trey Revell (So) 

33 Gary Frazer (ir) 


43 Travis Bickman (St) 
‘Aaron Wiliams (Jt) 

98. Kendall Mouton (St) 

95 Jameson Jordan (Jr) 

52 Ken Dorsey (Fr) 

42. Theo Smith (S0.) 

10 John Turner (Sr) 

22 Otis Stamps (Jr) 

16 Troy Giddens (S0.) 

37 Jered Berry (So.) 

23 Preston Fuller (So. 


KR 5. Frank Goodin (So) 
PR 3 Darrell McNeal (it) 


(Indicates numberof retuming starters» BOLD indicates rewming starters 
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Lafayette SID 


A team that ranked seventh 
nationally in rushing and returns its top two 
rushers, two starting wideouts and four 
starting offensive linemen shouldn't have 
offensive concerns. But UL Lafayette is in 
desperate need of balance. The Ragin’ Cajuns 
were the nation’s only team with two top-40 
rushers — quarterback Michael Desormeaux 
and tailback Tyrell Fenroy — in 2007. 
However, ULL ranked 115th in the country in 
passing offense and had more interceptions 
(13) than touchdown passes (12). 

Coach Rickey Bustle brought in 
quarterbacks coach Jorge Munoz to correct 
that inequity, and Munoz has a terrific athlete 
to work with in Desormeaux. Last year 
Desormeaux rushed for 1,141 yards on a 6.1- 
yard average. But teams that stacked the line of 
scrimmage and forced the Cajuns to throw last 
season had success. 


Over the past three seasons, UL Lafayette 
is ranked No. 6 in the nation in rushing, 
behind Navy, Air Force, West Virginia, 
Arkansas and Texas A&M. 


A healthy Fenroy will take some of the 
pressure off Desormeaux. Fenroy missed one 
midseason game and the majority of another 
game with an ankle injury bue still enjoyed a 
third straight 1,000-yard season, a first in 
program history. 

Desormeaux has a pair of seniors, the 
consistent Derrick Smith and the speedy Jason 
Chery, back at wideouts. Smith missed spring 
drills to concentrate on academics — not a bad 
thing since an inexperienced set of backups 
logged some time. Last year’s third-leading 
receiver, junior Phillip Nevels, was a spring 
switch to free safety. 

Center Chris Fisher, a former walk-on who 
became a starter as a redshirt freshman in 
2006, has established himself as the leader of 
an experienced offensive front that needs 
depth and must remain healthy. 


There are some alarming defensive 
trends that need to be fixed this season: Last 
year, opponents converted 45.8 percent of 
their third down attempts; they possessed the 
ball, on average, for over 17 minutes of the 
second half; and they completed over 50 
percent of their passes in all 12 games. The 
ULL secondary intercepted only eight passes. 

For the second straight season, the 
linebacking corps will be the strength of the 
Cajun defense. And, for the second straight 
year, the Cajuns need to improve both in front 
of and behind thar group. 

Linebackers Antwyne Zanders (93), Grant 
Fleming (71) and Brent Burkhalter (65) were 
the team’s top three tacklers a year ago, and 
this group should form the top unit in the Sun 
Bele this fall. Fleming stepped into a starting 
role as a true freshman last year. 

The rest of the defense is a crapshoot. 
LaQuincy Williams is the only full-time 
starting down lineman returning, and 
returning free safety Gerren Blount missed 
spring drills with academic issues. 


Drew Edmiston has missed only 
six field goals in two seasons and didn't miss 
inside 40 yards last year. Spencer Ortego, 
forced into punting duties as a freshman walk- 
on, should be more consistent, Deon Wallace 
provides a breakaway kickoff-return threat. 


The Cajuns were the 
nation’s sixth-youngest team last season, 
playing 21 freshmen and 18 sophomores. 
They played like it en route to a 1-8 start. The 
Cajuns rebounded to win their last two road 
games, but with Southern Miss, Illinois and 
Kansas State on the September slate, another 
tough start seems inevitable. Desormeaux and 
Fenroy will allow the Cajuns to move the ball, 
but to score consistently they must improve 
the passing game. Also, stopping the pass is 
key for a defense that gave up big plays at the 
most inopportune moments last year. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (3-9, 3-4) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30 at Southern Miss L'| S. 1 atSouth Caroling L 28-14 z = 
$. 13. at linois L | s. 8 Ohio L_ 31-23 | ‘Scoring 38009 8 
S, 20 Kent State L-| 5. 15 McNeese State L 38-17 | Rushing 251.6 yog 7 
S, 27 atKansas State LL | 29 Troy L agegi | Passing 1555 yp us 
0. 4 at UL Monroe * | 5 09 atucr L 37-9 | Total 407.1 yoo 49 
Cae eee |. 6 NorthTeas = w 38-29 | BEES er ns 
; Sian tin 0. 13 at Arkansas State L 52-21) Scoring 35.5 oa 
N. 1 Florida International * Rushing 2284 ypa 
een 1. | 0: 20 Florida Atlantic (ot) 39-32 | pace 7183 pa 
N.15 atFlorida Atiantic | | Ne 3 atTennessee = L597 Totay 446.7 ypa 
N22 at Troy L| Ne 10 at Middle Tenn, W 34-24 | pyres 
D. 3 MiddleTennessee | N. 17 atFIU W 38-28 | 5 “AD 

Games inbldepeset sing games| N, 24 UL Monroe L wn 


Wor L indicates a project win or loss 
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OFFENSE (8) 
WR 18 Derrick Smith (Sr.) 


19 Marlin Miller (S0.) 
21 Lance Kelley (Fr) 
66 Nasser Jamal So.) 
is 74 Kye Plouhar (Ft) 
79 Chris Fisher (Jn) 51 Colin Windsor (S0.) 
RG 60 lan Burks (So.) 76 Jaron Odom (Fr) 
RT 73 Jonathan Decoster (So.) 55 Brad Bryant (Jr) 
Te 

a8 

FB 


WR 5 Jason Chery (Sr) 
{7 78 Kyle Pirtle (Ir) 
75 Brad Bustle (Jr) 


88 Erik Jones (St) 86 Matt Ulm (Jr) 
6 Michael Desormeaux (Sr.)11 Chris Masson (Fr.) 
45 Chancellor Roberson (St) 34 Geoffrey McCullough (Jr) 


RB 32 Tyrell Fenroy (Sr) 31 Deon Wallace (Jr) 


DEFENSE (7) 

DE 93 Hall Davis (dt) 

DT 99 Seth Adams (Sr) 

95 LaQuincy Wiliams (Jt) 
97 Terrell Richardson (So.) 
47 Grant Fleming (So) 

43 Brent Burkhalter (Sr.) 


96 Chris Lanaux (J) 

91. Sharrick Moore (So.) 
59 dermaine Rogers (S0.) 
50 Jeremy Cook (So,) 

56, Richard Brooks (Fr) 
57. Fred Davis (60) 


BRESSEEERY 


41 Antwyne Zanders (Sr) 4 Daylon McCoy (So.) 
2 Orkeys Auriene (So.) 22. Dwight Bentley (Fr) 
3 dustin Branden (St) 13. Scooter Rogers (St) 
20 Derik Keyes (Sr) 25 Frante Accime (S0,) 
30 Gerren Blount (Jr) __24 Philip Nevels (Jr) 
SPECIAL TEAMS 


K__ 48 Drew Edmiston (Sr) 
P 35 Spencer Ortego (So) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Michael Desormeaux, 242-133-1,405-10, 1010s 
Rushing: Michael Desormeaux, 188 car, 1,141 yds, 77Ds 
Receiving: Jason Chery, 36 rec, 442 yds., 27Ds 
Tackles: Antwyne Zanders, 93, 54 solo 
‘Sacks: LaQuincy Wiliams, 2 
Interceptions: Gerren Blount, 3 for 10 yds. 
(4 nates mamber fren starters» BOL inate retain tts 


KR 31 Deon Wallace (dr) 
PR 2 Orkeys Auriene (So.) 
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SE Will the Black Knights continue to 
mix it up, ot will the offense lean toward the 
run with the wishbone the choice of attack, as 
one unconfirmed published report indicated 
during the spring. 

Answers were not easy to come by during 
the spring season as coach Stan Brock closed 
all practice sessions to fans and media. It could 
be a safe bet that Brock and offensive 
coordinator Tim Walsh will continue to 
employ the arm of junior quarterback Carson 
Williams, who shined at times in starting the 
last 10 games of the 2007 season. While 
certainly not all his doing, Williams was often 
streaky and needs to iron out inconsistencies 
in his game. Not one other quarterback on the 
roster, including listed No. 2 Chip Bowden, 
has game experience. 


‘Army's returning players combined to score (P 
five touchdowns last season, two by tailback 
Wesley McMahand. 


Very little experience returns at receiver. 
With record-breaker Jeremy Trimble 
gtaduated, along with the second-leading pass- 
catcher from a year ago, Corey Anderson, 
Mike Wright's 12 receptions mark the top 
figure among returning wideouts. 

‘Should Brock and Walsh favor a run-based 
attack, there is no lack of candidates to step up. 
Tony Dace’s 330 yards represented a paltry 
team-leading total. He and fellow junior 
Wesley McMahand are experienced returning 
ball-carriers who will get plenty of chances. 
Patrick Mealy, who had three starts last season, 
Ian Smith and a healthy Tony Moore are also 
vying to tote the pigskin. 

‘A much-maligned and banged-up line that 
yielded 31 sacks is headed by left guard 
Brandon Cox and right tackle Mike Lemming. 


NSE The chief concern heading into 
2008 is the secondary. With stalwarts Caleb 
Campbell — who was invited to the NFL 


Yy 


2007 RESULTS 


Combine — and Jordan Murray among four 
departed starters, senior Josh Mitchel is one of 
the few experienced players in the last line of 
defense. Among those who could step up and 
deliver is sophomore Jordan Trimble, Jeremy's 
younger brother. 

Holes must be plugged at linebacker as well. 
However, middle backer Frank Scappaticci was 
a solid performer as a first-year starter a season 
ago and is one of the unquestioned leaders on 
defense. John Plumstead is ready to take on a 
larger role on the strong side. 

Tackle Ted Bentler, who saw his first action 
asa Black Knight after transferring from Iowa, 
and ends Nick Emmons and Victor Ugenyi 
combined to make 11 starts and will be heavily 
counted on to lead a line that took a couple of 
hits from graduation. 


A IS This truly was a special unit 
a'yearage, Alas, graduation has decimated the 
placekicking, punting and return games. At 
least kicker Adam DeMarco has a 
experience and a leg up on securing a job come 
autumn. Andrew Rinehart could take over as 
the punter while Carlo Sandiego and Damion 
Hunter may emerge as go-to return specialists. 


little 


If nothing else, as frustrating 
as it was for fans and scribes, the sealed-off 
spring practice schedule sends a message to the 
players that changes are taking place on the grid 
at West Point and the coaching staff is serious 
about the direction of the program. Combined 
with a slate of games that continues to be scaled 
down a bit — though there never are any sure 
things — maybe, just maybe, the tide on the 
banks of the Hudson could turn somewhat. 
Make no mistake: It won't be easy. The lack of 
starting experience at a number of key areas on 
cither side of the ball, virtually a whole new 
crew on special teams and a running game that 
ranked 11th in the nation are clear indications 
that Brock and his staff have their work cut for 
them. 


2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 


2008 SCHEDULE 
A. 29. Temple * |S. 1 atakron L214 | BE Rerun trond 
S. 6 New Hampshire * |S. 8 Rhodelsland — W (ot) 14-7} Scoring 16.9 ppg ms 
S. 20 Akron * | 5. 15 atWake Forest L 21-10) Rushing 87.4 yp il 
S. 27. at Texas A&M L |S. 22 atBoston College L 37-17 | Passing 188.1 ypg %5 
0. 4 atTulane * |S. 29 Temple W 37-21 | Total 2755 yoo 16 
ea aaa enema | cto kan MCEISYAD Defense PerGame Rank 
0.25 LovisianaTech «| 13 atC.Michigan 47-23 | Scoring 303 ppg 82 
NE wn Fone | 0- 20 atGeorgiaTech L 34-10 | Rushing 2335 ypa W7 
N. 8 at Rice x» |N. 3 atAirForce — L_—30-10| Passing 190.0 ypg 6 
N. 22 at Rutgers | Ne 9 Rutgers L 41-6 | Total 4235 yp 9 
D. 6 #Navy Lt | N17 Tulsa L 49-39 | (ERT Per Game Rank 

+#Philadelphia, PA D. 1 atNay L 38-3] 40 “83 17 


Games in bold represent swing games 
Wor Linticates a projected win or ls 
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SLACK KNIGH 1A eV ae 


OFFENSE (4) 


WR 
WR 
uw 
iT} 


36 Jameson Carter (So) 
8 Mike Wright (Sr) 

67 dason Johnson (Jr) 

79 Brandon Cox (Sr.) 

73 Tyson Quink (St) 

93 Mikel Weich (So. 

63 Mike Lemming (Sr) 

88 Mike Evans (Sr) 

16 Carson Williams (Je) 

30 Collin Mooney (Sr) 

28 Tony Dace (Sr) 


DEFENSE (3) 


DE 
oT 
oT 
DE 


92 Victor Ugenyi (Jr) 
93 Michael Gann (Jt) 
99 Ted Bentler (dr) 

49 Nick Emmons (Jr) 


SLB 42 John Plumstead (Sr) 
MLB 46 Frank Scappaticci (St) 
WLB 70 Josh McNary (So.) 


cB 
cB 
ss 
FS 


2 Josh Mitchell (Sr) 

16 Jordan Trimble (S0.) 
26 David Black (Sr) 

9 Markenson Pierre (Sc) 


‘SPECIAL TEAMS 


K 
Pp 


10 Adam DeMarco (Sr) 
18 Andrew Rinehart (St) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Carson Williams, 287-151-1,770-12, 11 TDs 
Rushing: Tony Dace, 97 car, 330 yds., 17D 


Receivi 


10 Damion Hunter (ir) | 
17 Jamison Maebler (St) 
62 Ali Villanueva (Jr) 
70 John Keller (St) 
54 Karl Thompson (Jt) 
68 Richard Miller (Jr) 
77. Joe Muldoon (Jr) 
84 Ernie Bernal (Jt) 
2 Chip Bowden (So, 
49 Kingsley Ehie (S0.) 
23 Wesley McMahand (Sr) 


77 Fritz Bentler (Jt) 

94 Mark Faldowski (St) 

74 David Kava (Sr) 

97 David Shore (Sr) 

43. Matt Eason (Sr) 

52 Arlance Jenkins (St) 

50 Stephen Anderson (So) | 
3 Td, Walker (St) 

5 Mario Hill Jr) 

19 Lowell Garthwaite (St) | 
18 Donovan Travis (So.) 


KR 3 Carlo Sandiego (Sr) 
PR 3 Carlo Sandiego (Sr) 


Mike Wright, 12 rec., 149 yds,, 1TD 


Tackles: Frank Scappaticci, 89, 54 solo 
‘Sacks: Ted Bentler, 3 


Interceptions: Josh Mitchell, 2; Frank Scappaticci, 2 


(2) Indicates numberof retuming starters» BOLD indicates retring starters 


ATHLON* SPORTS” COLLEGE FOOTBALL 2008 


Utah sate 10 


OFFENSE For the the 
quarterback position is up for grabs. Senior 
Sean Setzer battled to be the starter a year ago, 
but an arm injury sidelined him during 
August. The junior college transfer never 
caught up. He is back, healthy and in better 
shape. Offensive coordinator Darrell Dickey 
has hinted at using two quarterbacks in the 
early going, which would mean junior Jase 
McCormick would get time. 

Te was running back by committee last 
season, and most of that committee is still 
around. In fact, the top two rushers (among 
tailbacks) return in sophomores Derrvin 
Speight and Curtis Marsh. Add redshirt 
freshman Robert Turbin, who turned heads in 
two-a-days last year before an injury forced 
him to miss the majority of the season, and the 
backfield should be in good hands. 


76.2 


While the receiving corps will miss Kevin 
Robinson, there is plenty of talent to spread 
the ball around. Otis Nelson, who has started 
19 games in his career, is the veteran, while 
redshire freshman Stanley Morrison excited 
coaches during the spring. Tight end Rob 
Myers could end up leading the team in the 
receptions department. 

Only eight players started all 12 games last 
son, and three of them were in the offe 
trenches. Center Ryan Tonnemacher and 
tackles Derek Hoke and Spencer Johnson were 
mainstays along the line. Tonnemacher and 
Hoke tied for the team lead with 759 offensive 
snaps last year. 


The Aggies converted 76.2 
percent of their fourth 
downs in 2007 (16-of-21) 
to lead the WAC. 


DEFENSE Giving up big yards and lots of 
points was a problem last year. But some 
position changes have bulked up the line and 
given more experience to the secondary. 


Junior college additions Casey Davis and 
Magnum Mauga on the line have given 
ereran Ben Calderwood a chance to play both 
tackle and end, 

Once again the linebacker position is loaded 
with experience. Jake Hutton has been a 
regular since he was a freshman, as has Paul 
Igboeli. That duo finished firse and second in 
tackles last year with 102 and 95, respectively. 
Hutton, who anchors the middle, earned 
second-team All-WAC accolades in 2007. 
eryone returns in the defensive backfield, 
plus De'von Hall, who has started the past 
three seasons at linebacker, Hall will share time 
with fellow senior Caleb Taylor and James 
Brindley at safety. There are three seniors at 
cornerback in Josh Taylor, Marquise Charles 
and Roy Hurst, who has moved from safety. 
Hurst and Brindley led the team with three 
interceptions each last year. 


SPECIALISTS The placekicking woes were 
taken care of last year with Peter Caldwell, but 
now a new punter and returners must be 
found. Robinson returned four kickoffs and 
four punts for scores during his career but 
now in the NFL. Caldwell punted during the 
spring but was not very consistent. 


FINAL ANALYSIS Getting off to a good start 
is the battle cry again. A year ago the Aggies 
held fourth-quarter leads in both of their first 
two games, but lost both. They went on to 
drop two league games in which they held the 
advantage in the fourth period. That must 
change for the team to enjoy any sort of 
success this fall. It will not be easy as the usual 
stiff schedule awaits, with seven opponents 
that reached bowls last year. 

Brent Guy, entering his fourth year at Urah 
State, has the most experienced team of his 
tenure. Now ir is time for that experience to 
pay off. With a 6-29 overall record and a new 
athletic director (Scott Barnes), Guy will be 


A. 30 at UNLV L | A. 30 UNL L 23-16 | CS Per Game _—_ Rank 
S. 6 at Oregon L]S. 8 atWyoming L 32-18 | Scoring 20.6 ppg 101 
S. 13 Utah L ] S. 15 at Oklahoma L543 | Rushing 1249 ypg 9 
S. 20 Idaho * |S, 22 San Jose State  L_ 23-20 | Passing 153.0 ypa 16 
0. 3 BYU L]S, 29 atutah L 34-18 | Total 279 yp 11s 
0. 11 atSan dose State == L | 0. 7 atHawaii TEYEVANN Defense PerGame Rank 
0. 18 at Nevada L | 0, 20 Nevada L 31-28 | Scoring 33.8 ppg 101 
0. 25 Fresno State L | ©. 27 Louisiana Tech L_ 31-21 | Rushing 196.2 ypa 98 
No 1 Hawaii L | N. 3 atFresno State L_ 38-27 | Passing 254.2 ypa 90 
N. 8 at Boise State L| N. 10 Boise state L_ 52-0 | Total 4503 ypg 106 
N. 15 atLouisianaTech L_'| N. 17 atNew Mexico St. W 35-17 | iq ]S*i Naame srer perrmmer rers 
N. 29 New Mexico State L | N, 24 at Idaho Ww 219 | +2 a7 39 
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OFFENSE (5) 

WR 17 Xavier Bowman (Jr) 24. Austin Alder (Fr) 
WR 14 Otis Nelson (Sr) 11 Stanley Morrison (Ft) 
LT 52 Spencer Johnson (So,) 79 Robert Hill (Fr) 

LG 61 Brennan McFadden (dr) 69 Ty Rogers (So) 

C 56 RyanTonnemacher (Sr) 55 David Disman (Fr) 
RG 68 Philip Gapelu (Ft) 76 Funaki Asisi (Fr) 
RT _ 77 Derek Hoke (Sr) 74 Tanner Richins (Fe) 
TE 86 Rob Myers (Sr) 83. Jeremy Mitchell (Je) 
QB 10 Sean Setzer (Sr) 15 Jase McCormick (dt) 
TB 27 Curtis Marsh (So.)__ 21. Derrvin Speight (So) 
FB 32 Jacob Actkinson (S0.) 2 Chris Forbes (St) 
DEFENSE (9) 

LE 46 Darby Golden (dr) (66, Gregg Clark (St) 
DT 58 Ben Calderwood (Sr) 57 Magnum Mauga (Jr) 
DT 92 Casey Davis (Jr) 96 Alan Bishop (Jr) 

RE 54 Nathan Royster (So,) 98 Steven Clark (Fr) 
SLB_31 Paul Igboeli (Jr) 47. Daryl Fields (St) 
MLB 19 Jake Hutton (Sr) AL Jordan Glass (So.) 
WLB 43 Kyle Gallagher (So.) 44. Deshon Benton (Jt) 
CB 23 Josh Taylor (Sr) 2 Roy Hurst (Sr), 

CB 26 Marquise Charles (Sr) 7 Chris Randle (So.) 


SS 3 James Brindley (Jr) 20 Maxim Dinka (S0.) 
FS 45 De'von Hall (St) 39. Caleb Taylor (Sr) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 8 Peter Caldwell (S0.) 
P 8 Peter Caldwell (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: Jase McCormick, 40-25-2585, 27Ds 
Derrvin Speight, 129 car, 504 yds, 31Ds 
Receiving: Rob Myers, 2 rec, 320 yds., 370s 
Tackles: Jake Hutton, 102, 58 solo 

Sacks: Ben Calderwood, 2.5 

Interceptions: James Brindley, 3; Roy Hurst, 3 


(tocicates number of retuning starters + BOLD indeatesretuming starters 


KR 27. Curtis Marsh (So,) 
PR 1 Kejon Murphy (Jr) 
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OW, IDAHO _KIBBIE 


The Vandals return 10 starters from 
last year’s offense, but the key question entering 
fall camp is which quarterback will earn the 
starting job. Sophomore Nathan Enderle had 
an up-and-down campaign as a freshman, and 
when he missed three games with a hand 
injury, classmate Quin Ashley stepped in and 
played well enough for coach Robb Akey to 
declare the position up for grabs. 

Whoever wins the quarterback job will 
operate behind an offensive line that returns 
four starters. Anchored by center Adam Korby, 
the line was one of the bright spots in a 1-11 
campaign last season. The Vandals will be 
without starting guard Mike lupati for about a 
month, however, as he recovers from offseason 
shoulder surgery. 

Sophomore running back Deonte’ Jackson 
again will be the focal point on offense. The 
nephew of St. Louis Rams running back Steven 
Jackson had a productive season a year ago, 
running for 1,175 yards and seven touchdowns 
against defenses designed to stop him. 


The term “pick six” wasn’t a happy phrase 
for Idaho last season. The Vandals saw 
their opponents return six interceptions 
for touchdowns, including three that went 
80 or more yards. 


The biggest question is which of the 
returning receivers have developed into 
consistent threats. Max Komar and Lee Smith, 
along with tight end Eddie Williams, are the 
best bets, but none averaged more than 50 
yards per game last season. 


Here's the bad news: Idaho lost five 
of its top six tacklers and its best cover corner. 
‘The departed players also accounted for half of 
the Vandals’ 16 sacks a year ago. The good 
news: The returning players are solid, and a 
number of freshmen got their feet wet and 
should be ready for expanded roles this season. 

Junior Shiloh Keo leads a secondary that 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (( 
A. 30 at Arizona L |S. 1 atusc 
S. 6 Idaho State WS. 8 CalPoly 
S. 13 Western Michigan L | S. 15 atWashington St. 
S. 20 at Utah State * |S. 22 Northern Illinois 
S. 27 atSan Diego State L | S. 29 Hawaii 
0. 4 Nevada L | 0. 6 atSan Jose State 
0. 11 at Fresno State L | 0. 13 Fresno State 
0. 18 at Louisiana Tech L | 0. 20 at New Mexico St. 
0. 25 New Mexico State L | 0. 27 atNevada 
N. 1 San Jose State L | N. 3 Louisiana Tech 
N. 15 Boise State L | N. 17 atBoise State 
N. 22 at Hawaii L | N. 24 Utah State 


Games in bold represent swing games 
‘Wor L indicates a projected win o oss 
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should be the strength of the defense. Keo was 
the team’s third leading tackler a year ago and 
grabbed a team-high four interceptions and 
recovered a team-high three fumbles. The 
Vandals will miss cover corner Stanley Franks, 
whose replacement may be freshman Kenneth 
Patton. He will be competing with returning 
starter Breyon Williams and sophomores Isaac 
Butts and Eric Hunter for starting spots. 

Idaho lost its entire linebacking corps, bur 
look for sophomores JoJo Dickson, Justin 
Allen and Jonathan Faraimo to make big 
impacts. Dickson established himself as a 
playmaker last fall, making 34 tackles in a 
reserve role and blocking a punt. 

The line again will be a question, though 
ends Taylor Rust and Aaron Lavarias showed 
potential last season in their first season as 
starters. If sophomores Jonah Sataraka and 
Fono Sekona can step up, this could a much- 
improved uni. 


Kicker Tino Amancio had a 
stellar junior season, making 14-of-18 field 
goals. Punter TJ. Conley averaged 40.7 yards 
but had several shanks that hurt the Vandals. 
Becoming more consistent is a key for the 
senior. Both should be helped by long-snapper 
Joel Jones, who returns for his senior year. Keo 
ranked sixth in the nation in punt returns a 
year ago, while sophomore Dewey Hale was 
effective as a kick returner. 


Idaho should improve — 
it’s hard not to get better coming off a 1-11 
season. A favorable early schedule should help 
the team gain confidence. The Vandals don't 
face a team that had a winning record last year 
until mid-October. The keys for this team will 
be to eliminate the youthful mistakes that cost 
it a handful of games last season and to get 
steady play at the quarterback and receiver 
positions. If that happens, and Idaho can 
pressure the quarterback, the Vandals could 
climb a spot or two up the WAC food chain. 


+11, 0-8) 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
LE PUN Offense Per Game Rank 
W 20-13 | Scoring 215 ppg 5 
L 45-28 | Rushing 158.2 yog 51 
L 42-35 | Passing 191.5 ypg 92 
L 48-20 | Total 3497 ypg 7 
L 28-20 BES Per Game Rank 
L 37-24 | Scoring 36.9 ppg no 
| L 45-31 | Rushing 1614 ypg 66 
L 37-21 | Passing 257.3 ypg 7 
L 28-16 | Total 4187 ypg 86 
L 58-14 ER Per Game Rank 
L 419 | 9 TS 104 


‘OFFENSE (10) 

WR 22 Max Komar (dr) 81 Steven Brown (So.) 
WR 86 Lee Smith (Sr) 1 Eric Greenwood (So.) 
WR 2 Maurice Shaw (So) _16 Dewey Hale (So.) 


LT 62 Adam Juratovac (Jr) 67 Tyrone Novikoff (Fr) 


LG 77 Mike tupati (Sr) 70 Matt Cleveland (Fr) 
© 72 Adam Korby (St) 69 Irvin Stevens (Jt) 
RG 65 Kris Anderson (St) 74 Brandon Schulte (Sr) 
RT _ 71 Billy Bates (St) 75 Kellen Beam (So.) 
TE 18 Eddie Williams (Sr) 89 Peter Bjorvik (Jr) 
QB 10 Nathan Enderle (So.) 12 Quin Ashley (S0.) 
RB 3 Deonte’ Jackson (So.)__ 25 Corey White (Fr) 


DEFENSE (3) 


DE _ 57 Taylor Rust (Sx) 52 Derek Wieting (Fr) 
DT 61 Jonah Sataraka (So.) 43 Fono Sekona (S0.) 
DT 95 Aaron Lavarias (So) ga Faumui (dr) 
DE _98 Josh Shaw (St) 55, Andre Ferguson (Fr) 
OLB 34 Jodo Dickson (So) 46 Andrew Blevins (Sr) 


MLB 45 Jonathan Faraimo (So.) 42 Paul Senescall (So.) 


018 30 Justin Allen (So) 13 Adam Shamion (So.) 
(CB 23 Kenneth Patton (Fr) 3. Breyon Williams (Sr) 
B27 Isaac Butts (S0.) 39 Eric Hunter (So) 

SS 24 Virdell Larkins (Jr) __26 Brandon Artz (So) 

FS 10 Shiloh Keo (Jr) 33. Brandon Nystrom (So.) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 19 Tino Amancio (Sr) 
P14 Td. Conley (Sr) 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Passing: Nathan Enderle, 298-132-1,787-18, 10TDs 
Rushing: Deonte’ Jackson, 240 car, 1,175 yds., 7TDs 
Receiving: Max Komar, 30 rec., 445 yds., 47Ds 
Tackles: Shiloh Keo, 81, 55 solo 
‘Sacks: Jonathan Faraimo, 3 
Interceptions: Shiloh Keo, 4 for 65 yds. 
(Indicates namber of returng starters + BOLD indicates retuing starters 


KR 16 Dewey Hale (So.) 
PR 10 Shiloh Keo (dr) 
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OFFENSE After last season's offensive futility, 
the starting quarterback race is open to all 
comers. Sophomore Wayne Younger 
scrambled his way to first string in 2007, 
netting 536 rushing yards, but he completed 
fewer than 50 percent of his passes. In place of 
an injured Younger, junior Paul McCall threw 
sses in FIU’s lone victory, in the 
nst North Texas. Sophomore 
Colt Anderson can't be ruled out, either. 

Outside of Younger, the Golden Panthers 
return their best three rushers. Seniors A’mod 
Ned and Julian Reams combined for 855 yards 
on the ground last fall, and speedy junior 
Daunte Owens impressed the staff in the 
spring. Junior fullback John Ellis will almost 
exclusively block for that trio. 

With only 16 plays from scrimmage 
accounting for 30 or more yards in '07, FIU 
hopes an iver corps — and 
new offensive coordinator Bill Legg, fiom 
Purdue — can implement a spread offe 
liott Dix and sophomore 
lingson are the most experienced, but 
true frosh LY. Hilton could be a game-br 


15.1 


FIU graduated two of five starters on the 
line, but a number of mix-and-match parts 

n. Sophomore Brad Serini and freshman 
Juan Gonzalez. will tussle at center, and junior 
‘Andy Leavine looks fit at left tackle, 


ker, 


Florida International 
ranked last in scoring 
among 119 FBS teams in 
2007, putting up 15.1 
points per game. 


rel 


DEFENSE The Golden Panthers’ top defensive 
playmaker, cornerback Lionell Singleton, 
graduated, Major construction is in order in 
the secondary, where only sophomore 
Anthony Gaitor has much starting exp 
‘ah Johnson and Ashlyn Parker 


Junior outside linebacker Scott Bryant, far 
and away FIU’s leading tackler in ’07, anchors 
a wobbly front seven that allowed 37 rushing 
touchdowns and 5.1 rush, 

The defensive line got pushed around 
year, but redshirt freshman end Ricky Booker 
ran amok in the spring, True freshman 
Kambriel Willis led the state as a prep 
senior; he might boost the Golden Panthers’ 
lackluster pass rush. Senior tackle Jonathan 
Betancourt came on strong late last season, 


t 


n sack: 


SPECIALISTS Junior Chris Cook a 
stranglehold on the punting duties after 
dropping 13-of-75 boots inside the opponent’ 
20-yard line last fall. Pl Abed 
wasn't nearly as busy, but he connected on 4- 
7 from beyond 30 yards. FIU will miss Singleton 
in the return game; Owens and track star Alonzo 
Phillips may be called upon to fill the void. 


FINAL ANALYSIS The Golden Panth 
move into their glistening new digs (FIU 
Stadium) with an eye toward exorcising a 1-23 
blight thae settled over the program during the 
past two years. Integral to chat is settling the 
quarterback debate between Younger’s 
mobility and McCall’s pocket presence. Lege’s 
spread offense racked up huge numbers. at 
Purdue, so there is hope that the nation’s worst 
scoring offense will improve. 

A secondary that must replace three starters 
is sing, but the front seven will be 
stronger against the run. The Golden Panthers 
are likely fodder for Kansas, Iowa and South 
Florida to start the season, but the real m 
of progress will be within the Sun Bele portion 


ue 


about a 
s, several of whom 
d on high-profile Florida programs to lay 
the ground floor at FIU. Cristobal’s 
construction project won't be finished 
season, but the Golden Panthers seem to be 
pulling all the right levers. 


24-man recruiting ch 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (1-11, +6) | 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A.30_at Kansas L] S. 1 atPennState L590 | aS Per Game ___ Rank 
S. 6 at Iowa L] S. 8 Maryland L 26-10 | Scoring 15.L ppg 9 
S.20 South Florida LY} $.15 at Miami L239 | Rushing 119.1 yp9 98 
S.27 atToledo | 5.29 atKansas L 55-3 | Passing 150.58 ypg 7 
a i Hees Ff $.29 atMiddle Tennessee L 47-6 | Total 269.7 yog us 
0.18 attroy i | 0 6 Troy 34-16 | DEE PerGame Rank 
No 1 at UL Lafayette + | 0-20 at UL Monroe L_ 28414 | ‘Scoring 39.1 ppg us 
N. 8 Arkansas State L | 0.27 at Arkansas L 58-20 | Rushing 203.8 ypa 105 
N.22 UL Monroe * | N. 3 at Arkansas State L 27-24 | Passing 243.6 ypg 80 
N.29 #Florida Atlantic © L_ | N.17 UL Lafayette L 38-28 | Total 447.4 yog 105 
D. 6 Western Kentucky * | N.24 Florida Atlantic © L55~23 | (QTE errr erro 
+#Dolphin Stadium D. 1 North Texas Ww 3-19 | -15 1235 m4 
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OFFENSE (9) 

WR 84 Elliott Dix (Jr) 
82 Greg Ellingson (So.) 
58 Andy Leavine (dr) 
78 Dustin Gibson (St) 
76 Brad Serini (So.) 
50 Joe Alajajian (Jr) 
70 Mario Caraballo (dt) 
85 Eric Kirchenberg (Sr) 
14 Wayne Younger (S0.) 
27 doh Elis (Jn) 
3 A’Mod Ned (Sr) 


DEFENSE (7) 
98 Reggie Jones (St) 93 Ricky Booker (Fr) 
96 Jarvis Penerton (Sr) 97 Curtis Bryant (Fr) 
94 Jonathan Betancourt (Sr) 99 Daniel Chacreton (St) 
59 Cody Pellicer (So.) 52 Artis Warthen (Jr) 
44 Scott Bryant (Jt) 31 darvis Wilson (So) 
47 Mannie Wellington (Jt) 49 Tyler Clawson (Jt) 
87 Ryan Martinez (Sr) 53. Mike Dominguez (Jt) 
26 Anthony Gaitor So.) _21. Devin Parrish (So.) 
29 Dezariah Johnson (Jr) 17 Robert Mitchell (Sr) 
18 Kreg Brown (S0) 22 Marshall McDuffie (Sr) 
11 Ashiyn Parker (J) 6 Jeremiah Weatherspoon (Se) 


SPECIAL TEAMS 
K 10 Chris Abed (Sr) KR 25 Alonzo Phillips (Sr) 
Pl Chris Cook (Jr) PR 82 Greg Ellingson (So.) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

3 Wayne Younger, 265-121-1,357-17, 9 TDs 
‘mod Ned, 143 car, 581 yds,, 270s 
Jason Frierson, 21 rec., 190 yds., 01D 
Tackles: Scott Bryant, 91, 45 solo 
‘Sacks: Reginald Jones, 3 
Interceptions: Anthony Gaitor, 2 for 0 yds 


(9 tnicates numberof retuming starters» BOLD indicates returing starters 


James Rucker (S0.) 
Marquis Rolle (So.) 
Devon Dickerson (Ft) 
Saf Ahmad (Fr) 
dan Gonzalez (Fr) 
Chris Cawthon (Fr) 
davon Hil (So) 
Travis Felder (St) 
Paul MeCall (Je) 
Trenard Turner (S0.) 
Julian Reams (Sr) 
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Western Kentucky coach David 
Elson has made up his mind about his 
quarterback position. Unlike last season, when 
the position rorated between K.J. Black and 
David Wolke, the Hilltoppers will settle on a 
lead quarterback and relegate the other to 
backup status. After the duo posted similar 
numbers last season, Black emerged in spring 
as the starter. Then again, the sophomore got 
all of the lead repetitions, while Wolke, a 
former Notre Dame quarterback, sat out the 
spring because of an injury suffered in the 
weight room. Black can throw and run, 
putting pressure on defenses with accurate 
passing (65.7 percent last season for 1,007 
yards) and an ability to get to the comer (324 
rushing yards). 

When Black hands the ball off, it’s most 
likely given to junior Tyrell Hayden, a 
waterbug of a back who rushed for 1,134 yards 
last season. But there are other options, too, as 
the Hilltoppers go six deep at the position. 


Western Kentucky increased its 
scoring production by 84 points 
from Week 1 to Week 2 last year. 
The Hilltoppers opened the 
season with 2 49-3 loss at 
Florida but bounced back to pound NAIA West 
Virginia Tech 87-0 the following weekend. 


When Black throws, junior possession 
receiver Jake Gaebler will do much of the 
catching. Bur the Hilltoppers can stretch the 
field with the deep threat of sophomore 
Quinterrance Cooper. 

The offensive line — led by senior left 
tackle Greg Ryan, who sat out last season as a 
redshirt — has decent size but is also nimble 
enough to handle the spread, 


The 3-4 defense got a big boost 
when left end Dan Cline, a tall and imposing 
presence at 6'6", made the smooth transition 
from linebacker. Conversely, nosetackle Terald 


4 
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TOPPERS 


Clark is seven inches shorter and roots his way 
through blockers. 

If a 3-4 is co work, then linebackers muse 
make plays. And the Hillroppers’ second and 
third top returning tacklers — Blake Boyd, a 
former Louisville transfer who sat out the 
spring with an injury, and Alonzo Higgins — 
form a formidable duo on the left side. 

‘The playmaker of the defense, though, is 
senior cornerback Marcus Minor, who 
finished second on the team last season with 
61 stops. His size is an upgrade from the team’s 
smallish corners of recent seasons. Strong 
safety Ryan Beard, a local product, shows 
promise as a redshirt freshman. 


Junior punter Jeremy Moore 
returns after having the kind of season (41.7- 
yard average with 13 inside the 20) thar would 
have garnered all-conference consideration, if 
the Hilltoppers were in one. Placekicking is a 
question with the graduation of Chris James. 
The leading prospect is junior Zac Minturn. 


The Hilleoppers enter the 
back half of a two-year transitional period after 
stepping up to the Bowl Subdivision from the 
Championship Subdivision (formerly I-AA), 
where they won the 2002 national 
championship. Despite playing no more than 
two Division I-A opponents during any season 
before facing six last year, WKU still went 7-5 
for a 12th straight winning season. This year, 
the schedule is more difficult as WKU prepares 
to enter the Sun Belt Conference as a full-time 
member in 2009. 

Offensively, the Hilltoppers must make the 
spread work to utilize their talented skill- 
position players and keep defenses off-balance. 
Conversely, the defense needs ro simply make 
more plays and perform more soundly after 
missing far too many tackles last season. 

While last season's winning record was 
surprising, posting another one this season is 
more improbable. 


2008 SCHEDULE 2007 RESULTS (7-5) 2007 NATIONAL RANKINGS 
A. 30. at Indiana L |S. 1 atFlorida L 4-3 | ey PeriGanae 0 an Rank 
S. 6 atEastern Kentucky W |S. 8 WestVirginiaTech W 87-0 | Scoring 33.4 ppg Wa 
S. 13 at Alabama L | S. 15 Eastern Kentucky W 26-6 | Rushing 247.2 ypg wa 
S. 20. Murray State w | S. 20 atMiddle Tennessee W 20-17 | Passing 1617 ypg Wa 
S. 27 at Kentucky L |S. 29 atBowlingGreen L 41-21 | Total 408.8 ypg wa 
0. 4 at Virginia Tech L | 0. 1 atBall State 35-2 | py Per Game Rank 
0. 11 Ball State L | 0. 20 at Indiana State = W 56-7 | Scoring 208 ppg Wa 
©. 18 Florida Atlantic L | 0. 27 N.C. Central W 50-14 | Rushing 135.0 yp9 Wa 
N. 1 North Texas L_|N- 3 atChattanooga = W 28-21 | Passing 184.6 ypg n/a 
N. 8 atTroy 1 | N10 Troy L 2-17 | Total 319.6 yoo wa 
N. 15 Middle Tennessee | N. 17 Morehead State = W 52-12 | peyppemem Per Game Rank 
D. 6 at FIU * | N24 atNorthTeras = LL 27-26 | 49 7 A 


‘Games ia bold represent swing games 
Wor L indicates a peoected win o loss 
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OFFENSE (6) 

WR 7 Quinterrance Cooper (So.) $2. Derrius Brooks (Fr) 
WR 81 Jessie Quinn (St) 16 Dustin Boyer (So.) 
WR 11 Jake Gaebler (Jr) 80 Brad Savko (dr) 

1 52 Greg Ryan (St) 77 Wes Jeffries (Fr) 

LG 70 Cody Hughes (Jr) 74 Mychal Patterson (Jr) 
C 71 Lloyd Pressiey (ur) __54 Shelley Anthony (Fr) 
RG 78 Austin Chestnut (St) 72. Derrick Elder (So.) 
RT 67 Chris McConnell (Se) 68 Preston King (So.) 
TE 89 David Miller (Sr) 33 Tristan Jones (Fr) 


QB 5 Kul. Black (So.) 3 David Wolke (Sr) 
RB 1 Tyrell Hayden (Jc) _17 Bobby Rainey (Fr) 
DEFENSE (6) 


DE 90 Dan Cline (Sr) 
NT 59 Terald Clark (Sr) 

DE _96 Kyle Anderson (So,) 
OLB 6 Blake Boyd (dr) 

MLB 25 Alonzo Higgins (Sr) 
1B 4 Darvis McBride (dr) 
‘OLB 48 Ben Sowders (Sr) 

CB 2 Marcus Minor (Sr) 
CB 9 Rashad Etheridge (Jr) 
SS _15 Ryan Beard (Fr) 

FS 18 Travis Watters (St) 
‘SPECIAL TEAMS 

K 86 Zac Minturn (de) 
P44 deremy Moore (dt) 


RETURNING LEADERS 

Passing: K.J. Black, 134-88-1,007-8, 8TDs 

Rushing: Tyrell Hayden, 205 car, 1,134 yds., 107Ds 
Receiving: Jake Gaebler, 35 rec., 426 yds., 31Ds 
‘Tackles: Marcus Minor, 61, 43 solo 

‘Sacks: Dan Cline, 2; Marcus Minor, 2 
Interceptions: Chris Bullard, 3 for 36 yds. 


51 TimNelson (Ft) 
92 Jon Belcher (Sr.) 

95 Robert Dark (Sr) 

38 Mike Gothard (So, 

42. Ld. Harbison (dr) 

10 Chris Bullard (S0.) 

46 Braxston Miller (Ft) 

28 Chris Franklin (St) 

32 rik Jones (Sa) 

21. dinad Morris (Jr) 

31 Orlando Misaalefua (So, 


KR 9 Rashad Etheridge (Jr) 
PR 11 Jake Gaebler (dr) 


( ncicates number of reuring starters + BOLD indestesreturing starters 
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MIAMI (5-7) BIG EAST SYRACUSE (2-10) MICHIGAN STATE (7-4) WISCONSIN (9-4) 
Coral Gables, FL ‘Syracuse, NY East Lansing, MI ‘Madison, WI 
‘BOSTON COLLEGE (11-3) 428 Charleston Southern ‘CINCINNATI (10-3) 4-30 ot Northwestern 4.30. ot California. AD Akron 
Chestnut Hil, MA S. 6 at Florida Cincinnati, OH $..6 Akron $..6 Eostern Michigan 5.6 Marshall 
K-30 AKent State $.20 ot Texas A&M 2B Eastern Kentucky S113. Penn tote $13 Hlrida Atlantic $113. ot Fresno State 
S. 6 Georgia Tech $.27 North Carolina S$. 6 at Oklahoma $.20 Northeastern $.20 Notre Dame $.27. ot Michigan 
S20 UF ©. 4 Flride State $20. Miami (OH) S.27 fitsburgh 5.27. at Indiona ©. 4 Ohio tate 
5.27 Rhode Island 0.11 UCF $.27 at Akron 0.11 at West Virginia 0. 4 Iowa O.11 Penn State 
©. 4 atNCStote 0.18 ot Duke ©. 3 at Marshall 0.18 at South Florida 1.11 at Northwestern 0.18 ot lowa 
0.18 Virginia Tech 0.25 Wake Forest 0.11 Rutgers N. 1 Louisville 0.18 Ohio State 0.25 Ilin 
0.25 at North Carolina NLL at Virginia 0.25 at Connecticut NB at Rutgers 0.25 at Michigon N.'1 at Michigan stote 
No 1 Clemson N13. Virginia Tech 0.30, South Florida N15 Connecticut No 1 Wisconsin NN 8 at indiana 
NB Notre Dame N20 at Georgia Tech NB ot West Virginio N22 at Notre Dome N. 8 Purdue N15. Minnesota 
N.15. at Florida Stote N.29 ot NC State N a ee oat 'N.29. at Cincinnati N. 22. at Penn State 'N.22 Cal Poly 
N22. at Wake Forest N22 Fittsburoh 
NB honed NORTH CAROLINA (8) eens WEST VIRGINIA (11-2) unnesora 1-1) BIG 12 
‘Cleveland, OH rapel Hill, NC D. 6 atHowail Morgantown, WV linneopolis, MN 
A.30 Mctieese tote 430" Villanova 430 Northern ilinois BAYLOR (3-9) 
CLEMSON (9-8) S.1L_ ot Rutgers CONNECTICUT (9-4) S. 6 at Eost Carolina S. 6 at Bowling Green Waco, X 
Clemson, SC 5.20 Virginia Tech Storrs, CT $.18 at Colorado: $.13 Montano State ‘A.30 Woke Forest 
A,30, #Alabamo 8.27 at Miomi A.28 Hofstra: $8.27 Marshall $.20 Florida Atlantic 5. 6 Northwestern State 
5.6 The Citadel 0. 4 Connecticut 5. 6 at Temple ©. 4 Rutgers 5.27 at Ohio State 5.13 Washington State 
$13 NCstate OL11. Notre bome 5113. Virginia OLA Syracuse 6. 4 Indiana 5.19 at Connecticut 
5.20. South Carolina State 0.18 at Virginio $19 Baylor 0.23 Auburn 0.11 atilinais ©. 4 Oklahoma 
8.27 Maryland 0.25 Boston College $.26 at Louisville N. 1 at Connecticut 0.25 ot Purdue 0.11 Iowa State 
©. 9 at Wake Forest N. 8 Georgia Tech ©. 4 at North Carolina N. 8 Cincinnati No 1 Northwestern 0.18 at Oklahoma State 
0.18 Georgia Tech N15 ot Maryland 0.18 at Rutgers N22 at Louisville N. 8 Michigan 0.25 at Nebraska 
N. 1. at Boston College N20 NCStale 0.25 Cincinnati N28 ot Pittsburgh N15. ot Wisconsin No 1 Missouri 
N. 8 at oid Site N.2 ot Duke NC Mest raiia D. 6 South Flonda N22 lowa N. 8 otTexos 
NAS Dule 15. at Syracuse NAS. Texas ARM 
N22 ot Virginia NC SUAE (7) N22 at South Florida BIG TEN NORTH NESTERS ECG NS atteos tech 
N29 South Carolina ‘cleigh, 0.6 Pittsburgh onston, 
Atlanta, GA 28 at South Cordino ILLINOIS (9-4) A30 Syracuse COLORADO (6-7) 
S. 6 Willam & Mery LOUISVILE (6-6) Chompoige $6 otDule oulder, CO 
DUKE (1-11) $.13 at Clemson Louisville, KY AM). EMissouri 5.13 Southern ilinois 4.30 fColorado State 
Durham, NC $.20. East Carolina A.31 Kentucky S..6 Eastern Illinois $8.20. Ohio 5.6 Eastern Washington 
A.30 James Madison 5.27 South Florida 5.6 Tennessee Tech 5.13 ULLafoyette 5.27 otlowa S18 West Virginia 
S. 6 Northwestern 0. 4 Boston College $8.17 Kansas State S27 at Penn State 0.11 Michigan State $.27 Florida State 
$13 Naw 0.16 Florida State 5.26 Connecticut G. 4 atMichigon 0.18 Purdue 6.4 Tews 
5.7 Virginio 0:25 at Maryland 0. 0.11 Minnesota 0.25 at Indiona 0.11 ot Konsos 
0. 4 at Georgia Tech N. 8 ot Duke 0. nm 0.18 Indiana N. 1 at Minnesota 0.18 Kansas State 
0.18 Miomi N15. Wake Forest 0. South Florida 0.25 at Wisconsin N. 8 Ohio State 0.25 ot Missouri: 
0.25 at Vanderbilt N22 ot North Carolina N. 1 at Syracuse N. 1 Iowa N.15 at Michigan N. 1 ot Texas A&M 
Not Woke forest N29 Miami Not itsburah NB %Western Michigan N22 Ilinois N. @ Iowa Stote 
1. 8 NC State incinnat N15. Ohio State 1 N15 Oklahoma State 
Mas Neon Vins M2 Nese poe oo sare (2) eh 
N22 at Virginio Tech Bikes D. 4 atfulgers 45k lous, MO es OF wn Stabe enver,CO 
N29 North Caroline Selgehinoad PITTSBURGH (5-7) Detroit, Mi $8 Ohio ‘lacksonvill, FL 
FLORIDA STATE (7-6) $118 at Connecticut Fitsburgh, PA INDIANA (7-6) S13 ot USC OWA STATE (3-9) 
Tallahassee, FL 5.27 at Duke A.30 Bowling Green Bloomington, IN $20 Troy ‘Ames, IA 
5.6 Western Carolina 0.4 Maryland 5.6 Buffalo Aa). Western Kentucky 5.27. Minnesota ‘A.B South Dakota State 
5.13 Chattanooga 0.11 Eost Carolina 5.20 lowe S.6 Murray State 0. 4 at Wisconsin 5.6 Kent State 
$.20 Wake Forest 0.18 North Carolina $.27 at Syracuse $.20 Ball State 0.11 Purdue $.13 ot lowa 
$27 §Colorado 0.25 at Georgia Tech 0. 2 at South Florida $27 Michigan State 0.18. at Michigan Stote $20 ot UNI 
G4 ot Miami NOT Miami 0.18 at Nowy G4 atMinnesota 0.25, Penn State G4 Kansas 
0.16 aot NC State N. 8 at Wake Forest. 0.25 Rutgers 0.11 lowa N. 8 at Northwestern: 0.11 at Baylor 
0:25 Virginia Tech N22 Clemson NO at Notre Dome 0.18 atllicis N18 at lings 0.18 Nebrasto 
i A at Georg Tech N.2 ot Virginia Tech ee laa F 0.25. Northwestern N.22. Michigan 0.25 Texas ABM 
‘Clemson - at Cincinnati N. 1 Central Michigan No 1 at Oklahome State 
NL15 Boston College VIRGINIA TECH (11-3) 'N. 28° West Virginia N. 8 Wisconsin ‘ PENN STATE (9-4) N. 8 atColorado 
Blacksburg, VA University Park, PA 
NZ atMaryiand D. 6 at Connecticut NAS. at Penn State NAS. Missour 
2 et Wen 30 Host Carolina 4,30. Coastal Corona io eat 
Hocksonvil, FL S$. Furman RUTGERS (8-5) N.22 ot Purdue 26 i Geeaon Sate at Kansas Stote 
$13 Georgia Tech ‘New Brunswick, NI IOWA (6-6) $.13 at Syracuse KANSAS (12-1) 
GEORGIA TECH (7-4) $20. ot North Carolina S. 1 Fresno State tow chy (A 3.20. Temple lawrence, KS 
Alanta, GA 5.27. at Nebraska S11 North Carolina 430 Maine $.27_ lino 4.30. Florida international 
A.28 Jacksonville State 0. 4 Western Kentucky 5.20 at Navy ‘6 Florida International 0. 4 ot Purdue $. 6 Louisiana Tech 
S. 6 at Boston College 0.18 at Boston College $27, Morgan State $.13 lowa Stote O11 at Wisconsin $.12 at South Florida 
$18 at Virginia Tech 0.25 at Florida State 0. 4 at West Virginio $20 at Pittsburgh 0.18 Michigan $20 Sam Houston State 
5.20. Mississippi State N.& Maryland 0.11 at Cincinnati 5.27, Northwestern 0.28 at Ohio state ©. 4 atlowe Stote 
0. 4 Duke N13 at Miomi 0.18 Connecticut 6.4 ot Michigon Stote NB atlowa 111 Colorado 
:11 Gardner Webb N22 Duke 0.25. ot Pitsburgh O.11 atindiana N15 Ingiona 0.18 at Oklohoma 
0.18 ot Clemson N29. Virginia N. 8. Syracuse 0.18. Wisconsin N.22 Michigan State 0:25 Texos Tech 
0.25 Vein. ‘harlot, NC Nal South Florida NL atilints PURDUE(e-5) NT onae site 
lorida State my NB Penn State NB ot Nebrosto 
N. 8 ot North Carolina WAKE FOREST a} D. & Louse Nas. Pardue West iolayelt IN. He poe 
N20 Mom instonSalem, SOUTH FLORIDA (-4) NZ ot Minnesota NO Missouri 
N29 at Georgia ‘&-90- ob Baylor { Seanad ‘Kansas City, MO 
a $6 Ole Miss Tampa, FL MICHIGAN (9-4) §.20 Central Michigan if 
MARYLAND (6-7) $20. ot Florida State AHO Tennessee-Martin Ann Arbor, Ml 5.27. at Notre Dame KANSAS STATE (5-7) 
College Pork, MD S27 Navy 8. 6 ot UCF 30. Utah 0. 4 Penn State Manhattan, KS. 
‘A.90" Delaware 0. 9 Clemson 5.12 Kansas S.6 Miami (OH) 0.11 at Ohio State ‘North Texas 
5. 6 at Middle Tennessee 0.18 at Maryland 5.20 at Florida International $13. gt Notre Dome. 0.18. at Northwestern ‘Montana State 
$13. Colifornio 0,5 ot Miami 5.27 at NC State 5.27 Wisconsin 0.25 Minnesota at Louisville 
§20 Easter Michigan NT Duke © 2 Pittsburgh 3.4 nos NOL Michigan UL Lafayette 
$27 at Clemson N. 8 Virginio 0.18 Syracuse 0.11 Toledo NN. 8 at Michigan State Texas Tech 
©. 4 at Virginia N15 ot NC State 0.25 at Louisville 0.18 at Penn State N15. at low cat Texas A&M 
0.18 Wake Forest N22 Boston College 0,30 at Cincinnati (0.25. Michigan Stote N22 Indiana ‘at Colorado 
0,25 NC State N29) Vanderbilt N15 Rutgers N. 1 ot Purdue ‘Oklahoma: 
N.6 at Virginia Tech N22 Connecticut N& ot Minnesota ‘ot Kansas 
N15 North Carolina DL 6 at West Virginia N15 Northwestern ct Missouri 
N22. Florida Sate NZ at Oho Stale Nebrosto, 
N.29 at Boston College lowa Stote 
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‘MISSOURI (12-2) TULANE BOW IEXICO. 
eon te 1 waEe 
18" flings EAST CAROL oe yom 
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ARIZONA STATE (10-3) 

Tempe, AZ 

‘A.30 Northern Arizona 
6 Stanford 

13. UNWY 

2% Georgia 

4 at California 

1 at USC 

5 Oregon 

1 ot Oregon State 

8 at Woshingion 

15 Washington State 

mB UCLA 

6 at Aitona 


LIFORNIA (7-6) 
keley, CA 

Hichigan Stote 
‘at Washington Stote 
‘at Maryland 
Colorado State 
Arizona State 
‘ot Arizona 
UCLA 
Oregon 
at 
‘at Oregon State 
Stanford 
Washington 


OREGON (9-4) 
Eugene, OR 
‘A. Washington 
S. 6 Utah State 

13. ot Purdue 

20 Boise State 

27. ot Washington Stote 
4 ot USC 

1 UCLA 

5 at Arizona State 
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1 at California 
4 Stanford 
18 Arizona 
N29. at Oregon State 


‘OREGON STATE (9-4) 
Corvalis, OR 

‘A, 28 ot Stanford 

S. 6 otPenn State 
5.13. Hawaii 

USC 

at toh 

1. Woshington State 
at Washington 

1 Arizona State 
8 otUClA 

5 California 

2 ot Arizona 
N29. Oregon 


STANFORD (1-8) 

Stanford, CA 

‘AB Oregon Stote 

S. 6 ot Artona State 
13 otTCU 

20 Son Jose Stote 

27. ot Washington 
4 at Notre Dame 
11 Arizona 

18 otUCLA 

1 Washington State 

8 at Oregon 

USC 

N22 at Colifornia 


UCLA (6-7) 

los Angeles, CA 

SD Tennessee 

S13 ot VU 

$0, rizono 

5.27 Fresno State 
4 Woshington State 

1 at Oregon 

18 Stanford 

5 at California 

8 Oregon State 

15. ot Washington 

2B. ot Arizona Stote 

$ USC 


Usc (11-2) 
Los Angeles, CA 
A830" ot Virginia 
$113 Ohio Sate 

at Oregon state 

4 Oregon 

11 Araona State 

1B at Washington State 
3 ot Arizona 
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1. Washington 
8 California 
5 ot Stanford 
29 Notre Dome 
6 otc 


WASHINGTON (4-9) 

Seattle, WA 

4-30. ot Oregon 
aU 


Oklahoma 
Stanford 

‘at Arizona 

Oregon State 

Notre Dame 

‘tUSC 

Aizona Stale 

UCLA 

‘at Woshington State 
‘ot California 


6 
\SHINGTON STATE (5-7) 
man, WA 


I, 
#Oklahoma State 
California 

‘at Baylor 
Portland State 
‘Oregon 

ot UCLA 

‘Gt Oregon State 
USC 
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‘at Stonford 
Arizona 

‘at Arizona State 
Washington 

‘at Hawail 
‘Seattle, WA 
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SEC 
ALABAMA (7-6) 


Tuacooos AL 

"0 flemson 
Tulane 

Westen tentucky 

otasongos 

ot Georgia 

Kentucky 

Grey 

ol temessee 

Aiansos tte 

Aisspp stot 
sss tte 

Auburn 

Fallon, GA 
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i 
Western linos 
WL Montoe 

atlexos 

Alabama 

florde 

ot Auburn 

Stentucly 

Sem 

Tula 

‘at South Carolina 

Ot hsssipp State 

HSU 

little Rock, AR 

URN (7-1) 

rm AL 

MUL Monroe 

of Souham. 
Gt Wisp Stote 
(su 
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Tennessee 
at Vanderbilt 

11 Arkansas 

29 ot West Virginia 
1 at Ole Miss 

8 Tennessee Martin 
15 Georgia 

at Alabama 


FLORIDA (9-4) 

Goinesvile, FL 

30" Hav 

6 Mami 

8. at Tennessee 
Ole Miss 

al Arkansas 

isu 
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Kentucky 
AGeorgia 

ct Vanderbilt 
South Caralina 
The Citadel 

at Florida Stote 
Alacksonvil, FL 


GEORGIA (11-2 
fier 
430. Georgia Southern 
$.°6 Centro Michigan 
5.13. at South Caroling 
5.20 ot Arizona Stote 
$27. Aloboma 
11 Tennessee 
18 Vonderbit 
2 at SU 
1 Wlorida 
ot Kentucky 
5 at Auburn 
Georgia ech 
Alocksonville, FL 
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KENTUCKY (8-5) 
Lexington, KY 

‘A.31 at Louisville 
$6 Norfolk State 
$13 Middle Tennessee 
27 Western Kentucky 
4 at Alaboma 

11 South Carolina 

18 Arkansas 

% ot Florida 

1 at Mississippi Stote 
8 Georgia 
Vanderbilt 

al Tennessee 

{su (12-2) 

Baton Rouge, A 

A 


30, Appalachian Stote 
5.6 I 
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North Texas 
‘at Auburn 
Mississippi Stote 
at florida 

‘at South Carolina 
Georgia 

Tulane 

‘Alabama 

Ole Miss 
arkansas 

litle Rock, AR 


ISSISSIPPI STATE (8-5) 
tarkville, MS 

30 at Louisiana Tech 
6 SE Louisiana 
13. Auburn 

20 at Georgia Tech 
2 otisv 


z==z000"8 
BRo-REEN! 


= 


11 Vonderbit 
18 at Tennessee 

25 Middle Tennessee 
1 Kentucky 

1S ot Alabama 

2 Arkansas 

N28 at Ole Miss 


OLE MISS 4) 
Oxford, MS 

A320) Memphis 
$1.6 at Wake Forest 
BB Samford 

20 Vonderbit 
27 at Florida 

4 South Corona 
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18 at Alaboma 
25 ot Arkansas 

1 Auburn 

15 UL Monroe 
N22 ot Su. 

N28. Mississippi Stote 


SOUTH CAROLINA (6-6) 
Columbia, SC 
A.28 NC State 

5. 4 otVonderbit 
5.13 Georgia 
$20 Wolford 
$27, UAB 

4 at Ole Miss 
1. at Kentucky 
18 ISU 

1 Tennessee 
8 Arkansas 

15 at Florida 
N29 at Clemson 


TENNESSEE (10-4) 
Knowle, TH 

1 at UCLA 
5.13 UAB 
$.20 Florida 

7 ot Auburn 
‘4 Northern nos 
1 at Georgia 
18 Misissipp Stote 
35 Alabama 

1 at South Carolina 
8 Wyoming 
2 at Vonderbit 
N29 Kentucky 


VANDERBILT (5-7) 

Nashville, IN 

A28- of Mion (OH) 
South Carofina 

13 ice 

20. ot Ole Miss 

4 Auburn 

11 at Mississippi State 

1B at Georgia 

25 Duke 


8 Florida 
15 at Kentucky 
2% Tennessee 
29 at Woke Forest 
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‘ARKANSAS STATE (5-7) 
Jonesboro, AR 

AO at fers ARM 

5. Texos Southern 
‘Southern Miss 
Midale Tennessee 
‘ol Memphis 

UL Monroe 

18 at UL Lafayette 
1 at Alabama 
tli roto 
% 
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Florida Atlantic 
‘ot North Texas 

6 at lay 
LORIDA ATLANTIC 2-8) 
ca Raton, FL 

‘ot Texos 
UAB 
‘at Michigan State 
at Minnesota 
‘ot Middle Tennessee 
Troy 
‘at Western Kentucky 
ULMonroe 
North Texas 
ULtofoyette 
al Arkansas State 
florida International 
‘Dolphins Stadium 


FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL (1-11) 
Miami, FL 

{20 ‘ot Kansos 

5.6 ot lowa 

20, South Florida 

27 at Toledo 

4 at North Texas 

1. Middle Tennessee 

18 at I 

1 ot UL Lafayette 

8 Arkansas State 
2 UL Monroe 
9 
6 
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fiflorida Atlontic 
Western Kentucky 
Dolphins Stadium 
LULLAFAYETTE (3-9) 
Lolayette, 

A.90- ot Southern Miss 
5.13 ot linois 

5.20 Kent State. 

5.27 ot Kansas State 
©. 4 ot UL Monroe 
0.11 otNorth Texas 
0.18 Arkansas State 

No 1. Florida International 
No 8 UTEP 

N15 at Florida Atlantic 
N22 atTroy 

0, 3. Middle Tennessee 


ULMONROE (6-6) 
Monroe, LA 

<t Auburn 
thvkonsos, 
‘Alabama A&M 

at Tulane 

UL Lafayette 

at Arkansas Ste 
North Texas 

Florida Atlantic 

Troy 

at Middle Tennessee 
at Ole Miss 

‘at Florida international 
Ali Rock, AR 


(MIDDLE TENNESSEE (5-7), 
Murfreesboro, TN 

428 Troy 

$..6 Maryland 

8.13 at Kentucky 

5.20. at Arkansas State 

§. 30, Florida Allantic 

1 at Florida international 
18 ot Louisville 

9 at Mississippi State 
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8 ULMonroe 
5 ot Western Kentucky 
2 North Texas 
3 at UL Lafayette 
\ORTH TEXAS (2-10) 
ton, Tk 

‘at Kansos State 
Tulsa 
‘ot isu 
cat Rice 
Florida international 
UL Lafayette 
cot UL Monroe 
Troy 
‘at Western Kentucky 
at Florida Atlantic 
‘ot Middle Tennessee 
‘okansos State 
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TROY (8-4) 
1 


‘at Middle Tennessee 
‘at LSU 

Alcorn State 

at Ohio State 

at Oklahoma State 
at Florida Atlantic 
Florida International 
at North Texas. 

ot UL Monroe 
Western Kentucky 
UL Lafayette 
Arkansas State 


WAC 
BOISE STATE (10-3) 


Boise, iD 
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490 
5.13 


Idaho State 
Bowling Green 

at Oregon 

louisiana Tech 

at Southern Miss 
Hawaii 

at San Jose Stote 

ct New Mexico State 
Utah State 

at Idaho, 

ot Nevada 

Fresno Stote 


FRESNO STATE (9-4) 


Fresni 
S1 
S13 


10, CA 
‘at Rutgers 
Wisconsin 
at Toledo 
OL UCLA 
Hawaii 
Idaho 
‘ot Utah State 
‘at Louisiana Tech 
Nevada 
New Mexico State 
‘at San lose state 
‘at Boise State 


HAWAII (12-1) 


Honol 
A 

6 
ri] 
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Seno ek 


ul, Hl 
‘ot Florida 
Weber State 
‘at Oregon state 
San Jose State 
a Fresno State 
louisiana Tech 
‘ot Boise State 
Nevada 
‘ot Utah Stole 
‘ot New Mexico Stote 
Idaho, 
Woshington State 
Cincinnati 


(0 (1-11) 

0m 1D 
at Arizona 

Idaho state 

Western Michigan 

at Utah state 

at San Diego Stote 

Nevada 

at Fresno State 

at Louisiana Tech 

Now Mexico Stote 

San Jose State 

Boise Stale 

at Hawai 


LOUISIANA TECH (5-7) 


Rusto 
A 


meee 
at Konsoe 
Ft 
Nevado 


NEVADA (6-7) 


Reno, 
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Ww 
Grambling 

Teas Tech 

ct Missouri 

ct UNLV 

ot Idaho 

New Meco Ste 
Utah State 

ct Hawai 

at Fresno State 
Son Jose State 
Boise Stote 

ot Louisiana Tech 


[NEW MEXICO STATE (4-8) 
{os Cruces, NM 

$. 4 Nicholls State 
$13 ot Nebraska 
$20 ot UIEP 

S27 New Mexico 
6.11 ot Nevada 

18 Son jose Stote 
25 at ldaho 

1 Boise State 

8 Hawai 

St Fresno Stole 
2 Louisiana Tech 
N29 at Utah Stote 


SAN JOSE STATE (5-7) 
San lose, CA 

K'%0° UC ovis 
5.6 atNebroska 
$.13 San Diego State 
$.20 at Stanford 

$.27 ot Hawaii 

0.11 Utah State 

0.18 at New Mexico Stote 
0.4 Boise State 

N. 1 atidaho 

N. 8 Louisiana Tech 
NAS. at Nevada 

N21 Fresno State 


UTAH STATE (2-10) 
Logan, UT 
4.30 ‘ot UNLV 


3 
11. at Son Jose State 
18 at Nevada 

25, Fresno State 

1 Hawai 

8 at Boise State 
15 ot Louisiana Tech 
29 New Mexico State 
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ARMY (3-9) 
‘West Point, NY. 
AY Temple 
& New Hampshire 
20. Aron 
27 at Texas ARM 
4 ot Tulane 
{1 Eastern Michigan 
18 at Buffalo. 
5 Lousiona Tech 
1 Airforce 
8 atfiee 
2 at ulgers 
$ tov 
‘#Philadelphia, PA 


NAVY (8-5) 
Annapalis, MD 
3" Towson 

5 at Ball State 
13 at Duke 
Rutgers 

at Woke Forest 
at Ai Force 
Pittsburgh 
SMU 


8B 


Temple 
‘Notre Dame 
at Northern Ilinos 
Sharm 
fialtimore, MD 
Philadelphia, PA 
NOTRE DAME 9) 
South Bend I 
$. 6 Son Diego State 
$,13 Michigan 
at Michigon State 

Purdie 
Stanford 
at North Corotina 
4t Washington 
Pittsburgh’ 
at Boston College 
Navy 
Syracuse 
atusc 
Haltimore, MO 
STERN KENTUCKY (3-9) 
ding Green, KY 

‘t Indiana 
‘ot Eastern Kentucky 
St Alabama 
Murray Stata 
ct Kentucky 
ft Virginia Tech 
fall Sate 
Florida Atlantic 
North Texas 
at Troy 
Middle Tennessee 
at Florida international 
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Why did you choose to go to Illinois? 
My dad and one of my sisters attended U of |, so | grew up supporting the Fighting Illini at a young age. 
The University of Illinois provides an excellent educational opportunity, a large social network, and an 
extremely supportive community. Champaign is far enough away from my hometown to feel inde- 
pendent, but also close enough when | want to be with my family. 


What do you want to do after you finish school? 

| would like to obtain a job in the wedding industry, hopefully at a wedding and event-planning firm. 
After gaining enough experience, | would like to operate my own wedding and event-planning firm in a 
large city — | just haven't decided which city yet. 


Most admired person outside of family? 

Outside of my family, | have the utmost admiration for my close friends, especially my 
roommates. With college come a lot of changes, both good and bad. Without their 
never-ending advice, support, and friendship, | would not be the same person | 

am today. aN 


Role model for profession? q 
As far as the wedding industry in general, | think Martha Stewart opened a 7 
lot of doors for more creative opportunities. As far as wedding planners, 

there are a lot of successful and well-known planners, both in the United 

States and worldwide, but | can't pinpoint a specific person as a role model 


— | think every planner brings a different aspect to the table. \ 
Prized possession and why? f \ 
My most prized possession would have to be my ability to take life as it comes 

and the understanding that | cannot control every outcome. If | didn’t have this un- ie it 
derstanding, my life would be much more stressful and would eventually hinder any 

future success. | 


What is your favorite moment/ memory from the sideline? 

It definitely has to be cheering the game when we upset #1 Ohio State at Columbus, Ohio. Our 
football program really turned around this year, and that is a game we are extremely proud of 
and will never forget. 
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University of Oregon 
Junior Journalism/Electronic Media Major 
Hometown: Beaverton, Oregon » 


ATHLONSPORTS.COM 


Why did you choose to go to Oregon? 
| heard the journalism department was really good and | 
thought maybe I'd have a shot at making the cheer team. 


What do you want to do after you finish school? 

I'd love to travel for a while, and then | want to pursue my 
dream of moving to California and getting a job at a televi- 
sion/film studio. Maybe I'll try out for the Laker Girls, but 
we'll see! 


What do you enjoy doing in your free time? 
| enjoy watching movies, going out to eat, and cooking/bak- 
ing with my roommates. 


Most admired person outside of family? 

One of my best friends, Mallory. Her laugh is contagious! 
And when I'm having a rough time, she reminds me of what 
is really important in life. 


Who is your hero? 
My dad is definitely my hero. He was such a selfless, hard- 
working man who always had a smile on his face. 


What is your favorite moment/memory from the sideline? 
When our basketball team beat UCLA at Mac Court last 
year, and both ESPN GameDays at Autzen Stadium this past 
football season. The fans were amazing, and it made me 
remember why | love cheering at Oregon! 


chelldyer 


Why did you choose to go to Florida State? 

| fell in love with the traditions and school’s atmosphere. My 
grandfather who graduated from FSU also had an influence. | 
was also very impressed with the cheerleading program, and | 
knew | wanted to be apart of such a great program. 


What do you want to do after you finish school? 

After | finish school | want to either explore the world of fashion mer- 
chandising by working for a large magazine or find a career working 
with a sports team in the areas of marketing and public relations. 


Most admired person outside of your family? 

The people | admire most outside of my family are the missionar- 
ies that place themselves in underprivileged areas to share what 
they believe in while at the same time aiding the less fortunate. 


Role model for profession? 

My role model would have to be “Coco” Chanel. She was one of 
the first women to have so much input and impact on the fashion 
world. Chanel made several breakthroughs for women and fash- 
ion. She designed classic pieces for women that were classy, 
comfortable, and stylish. 


Prized possession and why? 
| have several family heirlooms that would be my most prized 
possessions that represent the bond | have with my family. 


Who is your hero? 

| have several people that | would consider heroes in my life, in- 
cluding my parents and other family members, but the one that 
stands out as someone who has shown great courage would 
have to be my Aunt Pam. She was diagnosed with breast can- 
cer; however, she never let it get her spirits down. She stood 
strong in her faith, humor, and grace. She exemplified what | 
Strive to be in everyday life, with her positive outlook and her 
perseverant attitude. 


Photos by Tim Clark 
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Why did you choose to go to Cincinnati? 
| wasn't planning on going to Cincinnati. | always 
wanted to go to UK, | loved Kentucky and planned to 
live there forever. My mom signed me up for a cheer- 
leading clinic at UC so | could practice for UK tryouts. | 
immediately fell in love with the people, environment 
and the cheerleading program. | applied for school here 
and then got my acceptance letter just before tryouts. Now 
| am a proud Bearcat fan and student, and will be for life. 


Most admired person outside of your family? 
Basketball coach Mick Cronin. He came to a school where an ex- 
tremely admired coach had just been fired and faced so much ad- 
versity. People might not have like him or approved of the situation 
but it didn't seem to affect Coach Cronin. He overcame his rough start 
of scrounging for enough players to just have a team. He has worked 
hard as a coach and pushed his boys hard. 


Role model for your profession? 

My professional role model is my dad. My dad is one of the hardest 
workers | have ever known and he’s good at what he does. He works 
all hours, days, nights, holidays — you name it, he’s working. If you 
work hard and love what you do then it will all pay off in the end, and | have 
been able to learn that through my dad. 


Prized possession and why? 
Other than my family my prized possession would have to be all my photos. | love tak- 
ing pictures and then looking at old ones. Every picture has a memory with it. When you 
look at a picture you can remember that exact moment and it takes you back in time. 


Who is your hero? 

My hero is my mom. She had three children at a very young age. Even with us 
kids and a full time job she managed to graduate with a Bachelor's degree. She 
has always worked hard to give us everything we needed and more. Some- 
times | don't know how she does what she does. She has been to all of 
my cheerleading and high school track events, my brother’s baseball 
and basketball, my sister’s gymnastics and just about everything we 
have ever been a part of, she’s always there and | know | can count 

on her to be no matter what. 
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RECRUITING BY CONFERENCE 


ACC RANKINGS BIG TEN RANKINGS 
.MIAML S.NCSTATE 9. GEORGIA TECH 1, 0HIO STATE 5, WISCONSIN 9, PURDUE 
2.CLEMSON 6,BOSTON COLLEGE 10, VIRGINIA 2. MICHIGAN 6, PENN STATE 10,INDIANA 
3. FLORIDA STATE 7.NORTH CAROLINA ‘11, WAKE FOREST 3, MINNESOTA 7.MICHIGAN STATE 11, NORTHWESTERN 
4, VIRGINIA TECH 8, MARYLAND 12. DUKE ALILUNOIS 8.10WA 
1, Da‘Quan Bowers (#4) DE 65" 265 Bamberg, SC Clemson 1 Terrelle Pryor (#1) QB 65" 230 Jeannette, PA Ohio State 
2. Arthur Brown (#7) 1B 62" 230 Wichita, KS Miami 2. Michael Brewster (#12) OL 6'5" 300 Orlando, FL Ohio State 
3.Marcus Forston (#11) DT 62" 309 Miami, FL Miomi 3, Mike Adams #25) OL 68" 310 Dublin, OH Ohio State 
4, Nigel Bradham (#14) 18 62" 227 Crawfordville, FL Florida Staté 4. Etienne Sabino (#33) 1B 63" 230 Sonny/isles, FL Ohio State 
5.EJ, Manuel (#21) QB 64" 201 Virginia Beach, VA Florida State _§.DeVier Posey #39) © WR 63" 205 Cincinnati, OH Ohio State 
6.Aldarius Johnson (#30). WR 62" 217 Miami, FL Miami 6. Darryl Stonum (#46) WR 6'3" 185 Sugar Land, Tx Michigan 
7. Ryan Williarns (#38) RB 5'10" 200 Manassas, VA Virginia Tech 7. Boubacar Cissoko (#52) CB 599" 175 Detroit, MI Michigan 
8.Brandon Harris (#47) CB 5110" 185 Miami, FL Miami —8.1B.Shugorts (#56) OL 68” 300 Klein, Tx Ohio State 
9.Jamie Harper (#49) RB. G0" 227 Jacksonville, FL Clemson . 9. lamaar Thomas (#68) ATH S'11" 185 Fort Washington, MD Ohio State 
10 Mike Glennon (#50) QB 66" 195 Centreville, VA NCState’ 10. Dann ONeill (#69) OL 67" 295 Grand Haven, MI Michigan 
11. Nigel Carr (#59) 1B 63" 220 Jacksonville, FL Florida'State 11. Jake Stoneburner (#80) TE  6'6" 225 Dublin, OH Ohio State 
12.Ramon Buchanan (#66) ATH 61" 181 Melbourne, FL Miami 12, Garrett Goebel #82). OT 65" 280 Villa Park, IL Ohio State 
18, Marcus Robinson (#78) 18-62" 210 Homestead, FL Miami 13, Andrew Sweat (#84) LB. 62". 225 Washington, PA Ohio State 
14, Brandon Thompson (#81) DT 6'2" 291 Thomasville, GA Clemson 14, Brandon Smith ATH 63" 210 New Brunswick, NI Michigan 
415, ordan Futch (#86) S/LB. 63" 202 Hollywood, FL Miomi 15, Corey Liuget DE 63" 260 Hioleah, FL lino 
16. Sean Spence (#88) S/LB 60" 202 Miami, FL Miami — 16. Brandon Beachum ATH 5'11" 220 Youngstown, OH Penn State 
17. Antoine McClain (#93) OL 6'6" 305 Anniston, AL Clemson 17. Michael Mauti (B 6!" 225 Mandeville, LA Penn State 
18. Brandon Barnes (#98) ATH 60" 180 Bunn, NC NCState 18. Mike Yancich (B 63" 225 — Washington, PA Penn State 
19. Spencer Adams S62" 180 Matthews, NC Clemson 19, Mike Zordich 1B 62" 225 Youngstown, OH Penn State 
20. Vinston Painter OL 65" 300. Norfolk, VA Virginia Tech 20, Cordale Scott ATH 63" 200 Cleveland, OH tinois 

BIG EAST RANKINGS BIG 12 RANKINGS 

4. PITISBURGH 4, RUTGERS 7. CINCINNATI pete aK Ae 
2. WESTVIRGINIA 5, SYRACUSE 8, CONNECTICUT anne Sanna RITE Baie 
SOUTH AORDA S. LOUISVILLE ALTEXAS A&M 8, KANSAS STATE 12, |OWA STATE 
1. Jonathan Baldwin (#16) WR 65S" 220 Aliquippa, PA Pittsburgh 1. Darrell Scott (#3) RB 62" 215 Oxnard, CA Colorado 
2, Lucas Nix (#35) OL 68" 300 Jefferson Hils, PA Pittsburgh 2. Jermie Calhoun (#8) ~—«RB_«60" 210 Van, TX Oklahoma 
3.Shayne Hale (#55) «LB. 644" 240 Monroeville, PA Pittsburgh 3. RJ, Woshington (#10) DE 64" 242 Fort Worth, TK Oklahoma 
4.Josh Jenkins (#97) OL 6S" 305 Parkersburg, WV West Virginia 4, Stephen Good (#29) OL 85" 305 Paris, TX Oklahoma 
5. Averin Collier RB 5'10" 200 Churchville, NY Syracuse 5. Blaine Gabbert (#32) QB 6'5" 225 Ballwin, MO. Missouri 
6. Chris Burns RB 5111" 190 New Wilmington, PA Pittsburgh 6, Baker teinkubler (#37) OL 66" 290 Lincoln, NE Nebraska 
7.0. Jefferson QB 66" 240 Winter Haven, FL Rutgers 7. Dan Buckner (#40) WR 6'4" 213 Austin, TX Texas 
8. Darius Ashley RB S19" 182 Cincinnati, OH Louisville 8, Jameel Owens (#45) WR 63" 200 — Muskogee, OK Oklahoma 
9. Art Forst OL 68" 305 ~~ Manasquan, NJ Rutgers 9. Cyrus Gray (#61) RB 5'10" 188 DeSoto, TX Texas A&M 
10. Demetris Murray RB 5110" 202 Buford, GA South Florida 10. Aaron Williams (#62) DB 61" 175 — Round Rock, TX Texas 
11. Scott Vallone DT 43" 260 Central Islip, NY Rutgers 11. Josh Jarboe (#63) WR 63" 195 Decatur, GA Oklahoma 
12. Marcus Sales WR 60" 180 Syracuse, NY Syracuse 12. Jarvis Humphrey (#64) DT 6'2". 295 Cedar Hill, TX Texas 
13. Cameron Saddler RB S'7"_ 170 ~~ Monroeville, PA Pittsburgh 13. Jon Major (#65) 1B 63" 225 Parker, CO Colorado 
14. DJ. Woods WR 60" 170 — Strongsville, OH Cincinnati 14. lynn Katoa (#76) 1B 62" 220 Salt Lake City, UT Colorado 
15. BJ. Daniels QB 61" 195 Tallahassee, FL South Florida 15. DeSean Hales (#77) WR 5'11" 185 Spring, TX Texas 
16, Jimmy Bennett OL 68" 280 Alexandria, VA Connecticut 16. DJ. Monroe (#87) CB 59" 165 — Angleton, TX Texas 
17. Dominique Battle DB 60" 175 Boca Raton, Fl. Cincinnati 17. Justin Johnson (#89) RB 61" 210 Gilmer, TX ‘Oklahoma 
18. Jarred Holley ATH 5'10" 170 Easton, PA Pittsburgh 18. Jeff Fuller (#92) WR 6'4" 206 ~— McKinney, TX Texas A&M 
19. Malcolm Johnson. WR 61" 170 — Bartow, Fl. Rutgers 19. Landry Jones (#100) QB 64" 210 Artesia, NM Oklahoma 
20. Jerome Swinton CB 59" 160 Daytona Beach, FL West Virginia 20. DJ. Grant WR 63" 205 Austin, TX Texas 
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RECRUITING 


CONFERENCE USA RANKINGS MOUNTAIN WEST RANKINGS 
4. SOUTHERN MISS 5. EAST CAROLINA 9, MEMPHIS Lew ‘LUNW ZLAIRFORCE 
2.UCE 6.HOUSTON 10,RICE 
HMAGSALL ans ce 2.UTAH 5. COLORADO STATE 8, WYOMING 
ALTUSA SMU 12.UAB 3.SAN DIEGO STATE 6.100 9, NEW MEXICO 
L.Defindre Brown (#17) WR 6'6" 215 Ocean Springs, MS Southern Miss 1. Austin Holt TE 86" 230 South Jordan, UT ByU 
2. Adrian Jones RB S11" 180 Lourinburg, NC East Carolina 2. Jake Murphy WR 65" 215 American Fork, UT ByU 
3.Damaris Johnson ATH $8" 170 Norco, LA Tusa 3.Dave Kruger DT 65" 254 Orem, UT Utah 
4.Bo Tilman DT 66" 305 Meadville, MS Southern Miss 4.Sousan Shakerin -—«RB_63" 208 Sandy, UT Utah 
8. Martin Ward RB 59" 188 Jonesboro, GA Marshall 5. Chris Scott DB 5410" 178 Baton Rouge, LA Tcu 
6, Bret lefcoat QB 61" 200 Fulton, Ms Southern Miss 6. Daniel Sorensen DB 62 195 Colton, CA ByU 
7. Brandon Dovis RB 59" 190 Suwanee, GA UCF 7. Luke Matthews WR 61" 205 Phoenix, AZ Utah 
8 Brynn Harvey RB SI" 215 Largo, FL UCF —8.ONeillChombers WR 63" 208 Harmony, FL BYU 
9. Ryan Griffin QB 64" 210 Westlake Vilage, CA Tulane 9. immy Miller G 63" 290 Denver, CO San Diego State 
10. Chris Martin DT 65" 290 Fort Walton Beach, FL UCF — 10.Phillip Payne WR 63" 185 Las Vegas, NV UNLV 
11, Anthony Lewis B Houston, IX Houston 11. Jonathan Gaye RB 60" 178 Highlands Ranch,CO Colorado State 
12,Desmond lohnson RB Yazoo City, MS Southern Miss 12, Som Brenner OL 63" 280 Oceanside, CA Utah 
18.John Flanders 0B Midwest City, OK Tusa 13. Adam Sorry QB 60" 210 SimiValley, CA Wyoming 
14.Marcal Robinson CB Prichard, AL Southern Miss 14, Colin Shumate IB 62" 225 Los Vegas, NV San Diego State 
15. Ahmed Shakoor 8 Stone Mountain, GA Marshall 15. Joe Caprioglio OL 65" 247 Highlands Ranch,CO Colorado State 
16. Kendrick Presley s Kosciusko, MS Southern Miss 16, lec Johnson OL 63" 290 Denver, CO San Diego State 
Y7.DeAundre Brown DB Arlington, TX Tulsa 17. Ryon Lacy ATH 5110" 183 Antelope, CA Utah 
18. Vance King ATH 60" 195 Stockbridge, GA UCF 18 Shiloch Téo S Si" 195 Laie, HI BYU 
19. Steven Robinson OL 63" 305 Tallahassee, FL UCF 19. Derek Tuimauga OL 64" 335 South Jordan, UT Utah 
20. Shane Turner RB 59" 170 Houston, TX Rice 20. Jeremy Coleman DE 62° 266 Missouri City, TX Tu 

MAC RANKINGS PAC-10 RANKINGS 

LLKENTSIATE TOLEDO ‘11 BOWLING GREEN Lust 5. ARIZONA STATE 9. OREGON STATE 
ee! 7,080: pee 2.UCA 6.CAUFORNIA 410, WASHINGTON STATE 
3, WESTERN MICHIGAN 8. AKRON 13, NORTHERN ILNOIS Geen Tepe 
TEMPLE 9. BALLSIATE 
5. CENTRAL MICHIGAN 10, EASTERN MICHIGAN LRASTRNGTON S-STANFORD 
Liharron Armstrong S._—«62" 187 Washington DC KentState 1. Blake Ayes (5) TE 65" 255 Orange, CA usc 
2,Sal Battles ATH 5110" 221 Youngstown, OH KentState 2. Matt Kall (#18) OL 66" 290 Corona, CA usc 
3. Kenny Stafford WR 64" 185 Columbus, OH Toledo 3.TyronSmith (#27) ——«OL_—«6'6"_ 270 Moreno Valley, CA usc 
4. kelly Page QB 63" 20 Sunnyvale, Tx Boll State 4.1L. Bryant (228) DB 61" 190 Tallahassee, FL usc 
5.Vaughn Carraway WR 6'2" 170 Laureldale, PA Temple 5... Shoemate (#4) WR 60" 220 Mira Lomo, FL usc 
6. Josh Pleasant DB S110" 185 Germantown MD KentState 6, Andrew Luck (#43) -«@B_—«6'4" ‘215 Houston, TX Stanford 
7.Muhammad Wilkerson DT 65" 280 Linden, NI Temple 7. Kavario Middleton (#44) TE 6S" 255 Lakewood, WA Washington 
B.Jermaine Robinson DB 63" 195 Pittsburgh, PA Toledo Brice Butler 48) ©» WR 63" 215 Norcross, GA usc 
9. Jahleel Addae RB 59" 176 Valrico, FL Central Michigan 9. Rohim Moore (#51) S_-—<62" 185 Los Angeles, CA UCLA 
10, Joe Patchuta OL 67" 290 New Concord OH Akron 10. Aundre Dean (#54) RBG" 210 Katy, TX UCLA 
11. Zac Dysert QB 64" 195 Ada, OH Miomi 11. Gerell Robinson (#79) WR 64" 210 Phoenix, AZ Arizona State 
12, Bakar Bussey WR 62" 187 West Chester, OH Ohio 12. Matt Meyer (#83) OL 68" 295 Stockton, CA usc 
18.Logan Pegram OL 63" 298 Sitver Lake, KS Norther linois 13. Nick Perry (95) DE 63" 240 Detroit, Ml usc 
14. Kevin Galeher OL 65" 295 Evergreen Parkil Western Michigan 14. Robert Golden (#96) CB S'10" 180 Fresno, CA Arizona 
15, Philip Bornett WR 61" 175 Middletown, OH Toledo 15.Aaron Hester (#99) CB 60" 180 Compton, CA UCLA 
16.Juandez Brown @B 63" 190 Cincinnai,OH Eastern Michigan 16. Uona Kaveinga 1B 61" 235 Hawthorne, CA usc 
17.Evon Klepec DL 64" 245 Canfield, OH Miomi 17. J. Woods DB 61" 200 Culver City, CA UCLA 
18.Tremayne Scott DE 63" 227 Ocala, FL Ohio 18 Nick Crissman QB 63° 193 Huntington Beach, CA UCLA 
19. Briggs Orsbon Ath 60" 185 Convoy, OH BallState 19.Solomon Koehler -«DT-«63°305—_Kaneohe, HI Arizona 
20. Trey Bishop Ill DE 64" 247 Inkster, MI Wester Michigan 20.Kemote Batemion WR 61" 176 Los Angeles, CA Arizona State 
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RECRUITING REPORT BY CONFERENCE 


WAC RANKINGS 


eins : pene aa ae ‘FRESNO STATE 4, LOUISIANA TECH 7.UTAH STATE 

2.FLORIDA 7,SOUTH CAROLINA ‘LL KENTUCKY ek eM, SOSA 

ASU 6, TENNESSEE 412, VANDERBILT 3, BOISE STATE 6,IDAHO 9, NEW MEXICO STATE 

1. Julio Jones (#2) WR 64" 210 Foley, AL Alabama 1. Rashad Evans ATH 5'9" 180 — San Jose, CA Fresno State 
2. Will Hill (#5) ATH 62" 205 West Orange, NI Florida 2. Eric Harper DE 6'4" 220 Marrero, LA Louisiana Tech 
3,AJ, Green (86) WR 64" 190 Summerville, SC Georgia 3. Michael Bal RB 5110" 225 Las Vegas, NV Nevada 
4Patrick Johnson (9) CB 6'1" 175 Pompano Beach, FL ISU 4, Ebahn Feathers QB 64" 20 Fresno, CA Fresno State 
5, Richard Samuel (#19) RB 6'2" 215 Cartersville, GA Georgia 5. Tyler Jackson DB 60" 185 Castle Rock, CO Boise State 
6,BJ, Scott (122) ATH 60" 195 Prichard, AL Alabama 6, Steven Christian DB él" 175 Sacramento, CA Hawaii 
7. Tyler Love (#23) OL 67" 290 ~— Mountain Brook, AL Alabama 7. Logan Harrell DL 62". 275 Rancho Santa Margarita, CA Fresno State 
8, DeAngelo Tyson (#24) OT 62" 300 Statesboro, GA Georgia 8, Matt Akers DE 63" 240 Bakersfield, CA Fresno State 
9. Matt Patchan (#31) OL 66" 260 + Tampa, FL Florida 9. Douglas Spacht OL 63" 285 Long Beach, CA Fresno State 
10. Omar Hunter (#41) DT 60" 322 Buford, GA Florida 10, Byron Hout 1B 611" 225 Coeur dilene, ID Boise State 
11. Chancey Aghayere (#42) DE 6'4"_ 243 Garland, TX (SU 11, Exavier Johnson ATH 62" 200 Van Nuys, CA Utah State 
12, Dee Finley (#53) S62" 200 Auburn, AL Florida 12, Damion Whittington LB 61" 220 Norco, CA Fresno State 
13, Mark Barron (#58) DB 62" 215 ~— Mobile, AL Alabama —_ 13, Lewis Walker DB S'11" 170 Salt Lake City, UT Hawaii 
14, William Green (#60) DE 644" 215 Hoover, AL Florida 14. Charles Smith DE 6S" 238 Las Vegas, NV Idaho 
15,Brendon Beal (#71) 18.68" 223 Bethlehem, PA Florida 15, Chris Potter WR 5110" 170 Westlake Village, CA —_—Boise State 
16, Chris Tolliver (#72) WR 6'" 189 Rayville, LA (SU 16. Greg Grimes DT 60" 280 Sacramento, CA Boise State 
17. Janoris Jenkins (#74) CB S'11" 180 Pahokee, FL Florida 17. Ina Liaina ATH 6!" 225 Oxnard, CA San Jose State 
18.Jerrell Harri (#75) 1B. 63" 215 Gadsden, AL Alabama 18.Geordon Hanohano DT '2"-270 Honolulu, H Hawaii 
19. Charles Whitlock (#91) CB S'11" 170 Chester, SC South Carolina 19. Darrius Terry DB S'11" 180 Lufkin, TX Louisiana Tech 
20, Joe Adams (194) WR 610" 175 Little Rock, AR Arkansas — 20, Tuiatua Tuiasosopo OL 6'" 290 Honolulu, HI Hawaii 


SUNBELT RANKINGS 


TOP 50 RECRUITING CLASSES 


A. NORTH TEXAS 
‘2. MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
S.TROY 


ALFLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 7, FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
5, ULMONROE 8, UL LAFAYETTE 


6, ARKANSAS STATE 


1 Riley Dodge 
2, DaWaylon Cook 
3. Luther Ambrose 
4. Jacoby Thomas 
5. Sancho McDonald 
6.AJ. Grant 
7.Troy Franklin 
8, Marcus Thurmond 
9. Darius Morgan 
10. James Hamilton 
11, Brent Burnette 
12, Malcolm Beyah 
18.Royce Hil 
14.James Jones 
1, Kenny Barrett 


QB 60" 183 Southlake, Tx 
DB 62" 187 Dallas, TX 

RB S99" 165 St. James, LA 
{1B é'1" 230 Mobile, AL 

QB él" 196 Miami, FL 

{B 6'0" 220 Jacksonville, FL 
OL 65" 270 Celina, 1X 


North Texas 
North Texas 
ULMonroe 

Troy 

Middle Tennessee 
Florida International 
North Texas 


WR S'11" 180 North Augusta,SC_— Middle Tennessee 


WR 64" 200 Citra, FL 

ATH 5'10" 180 Cedar Hill, TX 
QB 63" 212 Maryville, TN 
ATH S'11" 187 Chamblee, GA 
CB S'11" 170 Houston, TX 
DE 611" 230 Lakeland, FL 
WR 64" 190 Mart, Tx 


16.Yourhighness Morgan 8 63" 225 Webster, FL 


17, James Searcy 
418, Kendall Dangerfield 
19. Toylor Stockemer 
20. Corey Robinson 


DE 63" 260 Newnan, GA 
DT 62" 270 ~— Pulaski, TN 
WR 6'4" 200 Van Buren, AR 
QB él" 190 Paducah, KY 


Troy 
North Texas 

Middle Tennessee 
Middle Tennessee 
North Texas 

Florida International 
North Texas 

Florida Atlantic 

Troy 

Middle Tennessee 
Arkansas State 

Troy 


(#) Reflects ranking in Athlon Consensus 100 


192 


1. ALABAMA 
2. OHIO STATE 
3. MIAMI 
4, NOTRE DAME 
5. USC 
6. GEORGIA 
7. OKLAHOMA 
8. FLORIDA 
§. CLEMSON 
10, MICHIGAN 
TLTEXAS 
12, FLORIDA STATE 
18.180 
14.UCLA 
45.COLORADO 
16,0REGON 
17, WASHINGTON 
18 TEXAS AGM 
19. MINNESOTA 
20. ILLINOIS 
2 ARIZONA STATE 
22, VIRGINIA TECH 
28, PITTSBURGH 


24, AUBURN 

25, MISSOURI 

26, ARKANSAS 
27,NC STATE 

28, WISCONSIN: 

29, PENN STATE 

90, CALIFORNIA 

‘31, ARIZONA 

32, SOUTH CAROLINA, 
33, BOSTON COLLEGE 
‘3M, TENNESSEE 

95, OLE MISS. 

36, NORTH CAROLINA 
37. NEBRASKA, 

38, OKLAHOMA STATE 
39, STANFORD. 

40. MARYLAND 

41, KANSAS STATE 
42, MISSISSIPPI STATE 
43, SOUTHERN MISS 
44, WEST VIRGINIA 
45, SOUTH FLORIDA 
46, RUTGERS: 

47, SYRACUSE 

48. KANSAS 

49. GEORGIA TECH 
‘50. MICHIGAN STATE 
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THE MORE IT STINKS IN HERE, 
THE HARDER I’M WORKING. 


THE HARDER I’M WORKING, 


THE BETTER I’M GETTING. 


THE MORE |’M WINNI 


on THE MORE I’M WINNING. 
THE MORE I’M WINNING. 


a 
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Player 

L Terrelle Pryor 

2. Julio Jones 

3. Darrell Scott 

4, DaQuan Bowers 

5. Will Hill 

6.A,J, Green 

7. Arthur Brown, 

8. Jermie Calhoun 

9. Patrick Johnson 
10, RJ. Washington 
11, Marcus Forston 
12, Michael Brewster 
18. Michael Floyd 
14, Nigel Bradham 
15. Blake Ayles 
16. Jonathan Baldwin 
17. DeAndre Brown 
18, Matt Kalil 
19. Richard Samuel 
20, Dayne Crist 
21, EJ. Manuel 
22, B.J, Scott 
23. Tyler Love 
24, DeAngelo Tyson 
25, Mike Adams 
26. Kyle Rudolph. 
27. Tyron Smith 
28, TJ. Bryant 
29. Stephen Good 
30. Aldarius Johnson 
31, Matt Patchan 
32, Blaine Gabbert 
33. Etienne Sabino 
34. DJ. Shoemate 
35, Lucas Nix 
36. Ethan Johnson 
37. Baker Steinkuhler 
98. Ryan Williams 
39, DeVier Posey 
40, Dan Buckner 
41, Omar Hunter 
42. Chancey Aghayere 
43. Andrew Luck 
44, Kavario Middleton 
45. Jameel Owens 
46. Darryl Stonum 
47. Brandon Harris 
48. Brice Butler 
49. Jamie Harper 
50. Mike Glennon 


Pos. 
QB 
WR 
RB 


Ht. 
6s" 
4" 
62" 
és" 
62" 
6a" 
62" 
60" 
61" 
64" 
62" 
65" 
63" 
62" 
6s" 
os" 
66" 
66" 
62" 
os" 
oa" 
60" 
67" 
62" 
68" 
67” 
66" 
61" 
6s" 
62" 
66" 
6s" 
63" 
60" 
66" 
4" 
66" 
5'10" 
63" 
64" 
60" 
64" 
6a" 
6s" 
63" 
63" 
5'10" 
63" 
60" 
66" 


265 
290 
200 
205 
23 
322 
243 
25 
255 
200 
185 
185 
215 
27 
195 


Hometown 
Jeannette, PA 
Foley, AL 

Oxnard, CA 
Bamberg, SC 
West Orange, NJ 
Summerville, SC 
Wichita, KS 

Van, TX 

Pompano Beach, FL 
Fort Worth, TX 
Miami, FL 
Orlando, FL 

Saint Paul, MN 
Crawfordville, FL 
Orange, CA 
Aliquippa, PA 
Ocean Springs, MS 
Corona, CA 
Cartersville, GA 
‘Sherman Oaks, CA 
Virginia Beach, VA 
Prichard, AL 
Mountain Brook, AL 
Statesboro, GA 
Dublin, OH 
Cincinnati, OH 
‘Moreno Valley, CA 
Tallahassee, FL 
Paris, TX 

Miami, FL 

Tampa, FL 
Ballwin, MO. 
Sonny Isles, FL 
Mira Loma, FL 
Jefferson Hills, PA 
Portland, OR 
lincoln, NE 
Manassas, VA 
Cincinnati, OH 
Austin, TX 

Buford, GA 
Garland, TX 
Houston, TX 
Lakewood, WA 
Muskogee, OK 
Sugar Land, Tx 
Miami, FL 
Norcross, GA 
Jacksonville, FL 
Centreville, VA 


ae se 
Alabama 
Colorado 
Clemson. 
Florida 
Georgia 
Miami 
Oklahoma 
(su 
Oklahoma 
Miami 

Ohio State 
Notre Dame: 
Florida State 
USC 
Pittsburgh 
Southern Miss 
USC 
Georgia 
Notre Dome: 
Florida State 
Alabama 
Alabama 
Georgia 
Ohio State 
Notre Dame: 
USC 

USC 
Oklahoma 
Miami 
Florida 
Missouri 
Ohio Stote 
USC 
Pittsburgh 
Notre Dame 
Nebraska 
Virginia Tech 
Ohio State 
Texos 
Florida 

isu 
Stanford 
Washington 
Oklahoma 
Michigan 
Miami 

USC 
Clemson 
NC State 


Player 
51, Rahim Moore 

52. Boubacar Cissoko 
53. Dee Finley 

54. Aundre Dean. 

55. Shayne Hale 

56. J.B. Shugarts 

57. DeVoe Torrence 
58. Mark Barron. 

59. Nigel Carr 

60. William Green 
61. Cyrus Gray 

62. Aaron Williams 
63. Josh Jarboe 

64. Jarvis Humphrey 
65. Jon Major 

66. Ramon Buchanan, 
67. Deion Walker 

68. Lamaar Thomas 
69. Dann O'Neill, 

70. Jonas Gray 

71. Brendan Beal 

72. Chris Tolliver 

73.. Marcus Robinson 
74, Janoris Jenkins 
75. Jerrell Harris 

76. lynn Katoa 

77. DeSean Hales 

78. Steve Filer 

79. Gerell Robinson 
80. Joke Stoneburner 
81. Brandon Thompson 
82. Garrett Goebel 
83, Matt Meyer 

84. Andrew Sweat 
85. Trevor Robinson 
86. Jordan Futch, 

87. DJ. Monroe. 

88. Sean Spence 

89. Justin Johnson 
90. Darius Fleming 
91. Charles Whitlock 
92. Jeff Fuller 

98, Antoine McClain 
94. Joe Adams 

95. Nick Perry 

96. Robert Golden 
97. Josh Jenkins 

98. Brandon Barnes 
99. Aaron Hester 
100. Landry Jones 


OL 
ATH 


Ht. 
62" 
sy 
62" 
61" 
ey" 
68" 
62" 
62" 
63" 
64" 
5'10" 
61" 
63" 
62" 
63" 
61" 
63" 
si" 
67" 
sii" 
63" 
61" 
62" 
si" 
63" 
62" 
si" 
6a" 
4" 
66" 
62" 
65" 
68" 
62" 
65" 
63" 
si" 
60" 
61" 
62" 
s'i" 
64" 
66" 
60" 
63" 
5110" 
65" 
60" 
60" 
64" 


wt. 
185 
175 


185 


Hometown School 
Los Angeles, CA UCLA 
Detroit, MI Michigan 
‘Auburn, AL Florida 
Katy, TX UCIA 
Monroeville, PA Pittsburgh 
Klein, IX Ohio State 
Massillon, OH TBD 
Mobile, AL Alabama 
Jacksonville, FL Florida State 
Hoover, AL Florida 
DeSoto, TX Texas A&M 
Round Rock, TX Texas 
Decatur, GA Oklahoma 
Cedar Hill, Tx Texas 
Parker, CO Colorado. 
‘Melbourne, FL Miami 
Christchurch, VA Notre Dame 
Fort Washington, MD Ohio State 
Grand Haven, Ml Michigan 
Beverly Hills, MI Notre Dame 
Bethlehem, PA Florida 
Rayville, LA (su 
Homestead, FL Miami 
Pahokee, FL Florida 
Gadsden, AL Alabama: 
Salt Lake City, UT Colorado 
Spring, TX Texas 
Chicago, IL Notre Dame 
Phoenix, AZ ASU 
Dublin, OH Ohio State 
Thomasville, GA Clemson 
Villa Park, IL Ohio State 
Stockton, CA USC 
Washington, PA Ohio State 
Elkhorn, NE Notre Dame 
Hollywood, FL Miami 
Angleton, 1X Texas 
Miami, FL Miami 
Gilmer, TX Oklahoma 
Chicago, IL Notre Dame 
Chester, SC South Carolina 
Mckinney, TX Texas A&M 
Anniston, AL Clemson 
Little Rock, AR Arkansas 
Detroit, MI USC 
Fresno, CA Arizona 
Parkersburg, WV West Virginia 
Bunn, NC NC State 
Compton, CA UCLA 
Artesia, NM Oklahoma 


The Athlon Consensus 100 is a compilation of the rankings of four major recruiting services. We regard this as a fair 


representation of the top players in the country. For more detailed recruiting coverage, visit athlonsports.com. 
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RECRUITING 10? RISING HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 


Top 15 Quarterbacks Top 20 Offensive Linemen Top 20 Cornerbacks 
Matt Barkley 63 205 Santa Ana,CA Nick Alojajian 64" 780 Naples, fl C} Barnett Cloyton, OH 
Shavodrick Beaver 63". 177 Wichita Folls,1X_ Thomas Ashcroft 85"—-280 Cedar Hil, 1K Fryon Barnett Euless, TX 
Tate Forcier 61 195 Sam Diego, CA Chris Burnette aa" 290 laGrange,GA Chad Bumpis Tupelo, MS 
Garrett Gilbert 63" 195 Austin, 1X Kevin Graf 66" 302 Agoura,CA Marcus Davis League City, TX 
Cody Green ea" 220 Dayton,TX Marcus Hall 6s" 290 Cleveland, OH Ricardo Dixon Hallandale, FL 
AJ, McCarron e4" 190 Mobile, AL Stan Hosiok 66" 295 Kapolei, Hl Darrell Givens Indian Head, MD 
Ryan Mossakowski 44" 201 Frisco,TX Leon Hil oa" 320 Chicago,IL Eric Gordon Noshville, TN 
Aaron Murray 61 198 Tampa,Fl 1K. Jay 66" 275 Greenville SC Cliff Harris Fresno, CA 
Kevin Newsome 6'9"-210 Chesapeake, VA Austin Long 66" 75 Memphis, IN Travis Hawkins Gaithersburg, MD 
Morgan Newton 64". 205 Carmel, IN. John Martinez 6a" 265 Saltlake City, UT DJ. Hunter Middletown, OH 
Josh Nunes 64" 207 Uplond,CA Xavier Nixon 66" 75 Fayetteville NC Janzen Jackson Lake Charles, LA 
Tyrik Rollson 62" 185 Sulphur Springs, TX Michael Philipp 64" 305 San Bernardino, CA Dre Kirkpatrick Gadsden, AL 
Tom Savage 63" 230 Philadelphia, PA Eric Shrive 67" 285 Scranton, PA Gabe lynn Jenks, OK 
Russell Shepard 6'2"_—187 Houston, 1X Charles Siddoway 45"_287 Eugene, OR Marlon Pollard San Bernardino, CA 
Eugene Smith 63" 175 Miramar, FL Xavier Suo-Filo ea’ 270 Provo, UT Greg Reid Valdosta, GA 
Mason Wolters 66" 290 Wolfforth, TX Terry Shankle Norwood, NC 
Top 20 Running Backs Patrick Ward 66" 295 New lennox, IL Branden Smith Atlanta, GA 
Edwin Baker $10" 205 Oak Park, MI Chris Watt 63" 280 Glen Ellyn, !L Kenny Vaccaro Brownwood, TX 
Bryce Brown er 212 Wichita, KS Brandon Webb ea" 290 Owasso, OX Chris Williams Cincinnati, OH 
lorry Caper S110" 215 Battle Creek, MI Jared Wheeler 6s" 310 Plantation, FL Darius Winston West Helena, AR 
Al, Dugat 61" 205 Dayton, TX M 
Washaun Ealey si" 205 Twin City, GA Top 15 Defensive Ends Top 10 Safeties 
Michael Ford 5110" 200 Leesville, A Michael Brockers 616". —255 Houston, 1X Craia Bills 62 205 Provo, UT 
Tyler Gaffney er 25 San Diego, CA Justin Chaisson oa" 252 las Vegas, NV Kevin Brent SI" 196 Dallas, Tx 
Eddie Lacy 511" 200 Geismar,1A Craig Drummond 65" 260 Chicago, L_—_Jojuan Harley 62 190 Tallahassee, FL 
Lamar Miller Si" 205 Miami, FL Dyron Dye ea" 220 Sanford, fl DeVonte Holloman 6'2" 205 Charlotte, NC 
David Oku 58" 180 Midwest City, OK Melvin Fellows 65" 245 Garfield Heights, CH DoMarioleffery 63" 215 Columbia, SC 
Dexter Pratt 62" 200 Navasota, 1X Ryne Giddins ea" 230 Seffner, FL Craig Loston 62 193 Aidine, TX 
Lonnie Pryor 61" 195 Okeechobee, FL Shelby Harris 63 235 Mequon, WI TJ. McDonald 6 186 Fresno, CA 
TrentRichardson —-S'11" 210 Pensacola, FL bry Jones 63" 280 Warner Robins, GA Justin Turner 62 186 Massillon, OH 
Theo Riddick 510" 190 Somerville, NI Nick Kasa 67 235 Broomfield, CO Dijon Washington 80" 180 Lawndale, CA 
Desmond Scott 59" 180 Durham, NC Devon Kennard oa" 238 Phoenix, AZ Jamie Wood 62 190 Pickerington, OH 
Jeremy Smith 5110" 197 Tulsa, OK Anthony lalota 66" 280 Princeton, NI 
Chris Whaley 63" 220 Madisonville, TX Jack Lippert 6a 248 Harrisbura pa = Top 10 Athletes 
Chris Thompson 5” 175 Greenville, FL SamMontgomery 6'4” 220 Greenwood, SC  RayRay Armstrong 64" 218 Sanford, FL 
Ronnie Wingo, Jr. 62" 210 St.Louis, MO Donte Moss 6 235 Jacksonville L £1 Banks 60° 180 MeKees Racks, PA 
Cierre Wood 60" 195 Oxnard, CA Alex Okafor ea” 220 Pflugerville TX Carey Brown eo" 180 Monroeville, PA 
Montrell Connor 62" 210 Monroe, LA 
Top 20 Wide Receivers Top 10 Defensive Tackles Jeremy Gallon 59° 160 Apopka, FL 
Joshua Adams ea” 200 Cheshire, CT Corey Adams ea" 272 Scottsdale A? Patrick Hall 60" 181 Ventura, CA 
Kraig Appleton 63" 190 East St Louis, lL Gary Brown 6375 Quincy, ft Brandon McGee = 0" 180 Louderhl, FL 
Emory Blake 62" 200 Austin, TX Lendell Buckner 63 395 Chicoao, IL Donovan Tate 62" 195 Cartersville, GA 
Marlon Brown 6s" 210 Memphis,N- William Campbell 6'4” 320 Detroit. MI Logan Thomas 66) 5 tynchburg, VA 
Jheranie Boyd 63" 180 Gastonia, NC Chris Davenport 64" «307 Mansfield, A Todd Thomas 63 195 Beaver Falls, PA 
Randall Carroll 510" 180 los Angeles, CAD. Fluker 67" 35 Foley, AL 
Keenan Davis 63" 195 Cedar Rapids, A Antwan Lowery 63" 310 Mimi, FL 
Andre Debose 60" 170 Sanford, FL Jaccobi McDaniel 80" 280 Greenville FL 
Willie Downs 62 190 Tallahassee, Fl Jamarkus McFarland 6'3" 280 Lufkin 1X 
Shaquelle Evans 61" 190 Inglewood, CA John Simon 63" 275 Youngstown, OH 
Chris Fields 60" 180 Painesville, OH 
DeVon Flournoy 80" 180 Van Nuys, ca = TOp 20 Linebackers 
Logan Heastie 62" 185 Chesapeake, VA Tariq Allen 62" 230 Irving, TX 
James Jackson 60" 175 Grand Ledge, MI Dorian Bell 61" 215 Monroeville, PA 
Rolando Jefferson 62" 190 Fresno,CA —_Vontaze Burfict 62" 235 Corona, CA 
Kendall Kelly ea 210 Gadsden, AL Eric Fields 61" 205 Warner Robins, GA 
Rueben Randle 63" 200 Bastrop, 1A Todd Golper 61" 25 Arcadia, CA 
Nukeese Richardson 5'9" 160 Pahokee, FL _Jelani Jenkins 50" 203 Wheaton, MD 
JeRon Stokes 61" 180 Philadelphia, PA Nico Johnson 63" 206 Andalusia, AL 
Greg Timmons 63" 195 Aldine, TX Jarvis Jones 63 205 Columbus, GA 
Storm Klein 6” 200 Newark, OH 
Top 10 Tight Ends Chris Metcalf 62" 195 Compton, CA 
Orson Charles 63" 230 Tompa, FL Barkevious Mingo 6'2".215 = West Monroe, LA | 
Brock DeCicco 6s" 210 Clairton, PA Kevin Minter 60" 230 Suwanee, GA 
Arthur Fontaine 44" 214 Dartmouth, MA C.J Mizel 62" 212 Tallahassee, FL | 
Jake Golic 64" 210 West Hartford, CT Austin Moss 6g" 215 Rockwall, TX 
Edward Hazelett 67". 250 Indianapolis,IN._ Chris Norman oy 19 Detroit, Ml 
Barrett Matthews 63" 220 Houston, TX Tana Patrick 63" 215. Stevenson, AL 
Morrell Presley 64" 220 Carson,CA Marquis Simmons 62" 215 Compton, CA 
Dion Sims 6a” 228 Orchard Lake, MI Frankie Telfort 51” 200 Miami, FL ARMLEY / 
Levine Toilolo 67 235 La Mesa, CA Mant Teo 62" 230 Honolulu, HI a S eT 
Logan Thomas 66" 5 Lynchburg, VA Jordan Whiting 60" 230 Louisville, KY 


MATT BARKLEY, SANTA ANA, CA QB 
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a) 


rom September to the beginning of December, college football 

fans spend Saturdays cheering on their favorite team, arguing 

among friends about which teams should play for the national 

championship and who they should start in their college fantasy 
lineup. Wait — college fantasy lineup? 

With the amount of passion college football inspires, imagine owning Colt 
Brennan in a fantasy league over the last three seasons. Or how abou the 
bragging rights associated with drafting last year’s breakout player, Texas Tech 
receiver Michael 

As Athlon Sports enters its 41st year of publication, we are excited to enter 
the world of college fantasy football, and we want to be your destination for 
college fantasy cover ike Florida quarterback Tim Tebow and 
Ohio State running back Chris Wells are known, but we can help you learn 
the value of New Mexico's Rodney Ferguson or Rice receiver Jarett Dillard. 

Ifyou are involved with NFL contests, playing college fantasy foot- 
ball won't require many adjustments, The scoring and lineup requirements 
can be determined by the members of the league, but using NFL fantasy 
scoring standards will work for college football. 

The biggest difference between the evo? The scope of the player pool. Col- 
antasy leagues can include all 119 FBS teams (and maybe even Western 
ncucky in some leagues). With so many teams, there are s 
surprises throughout the year, many of whom are impact freshmen. 

If leagues involving all 119 teams seem too intimidating, consider a BCS- 
only setup. This system allows the average college football fan to compe 
with players he or she might be more familiar with, Also, leagues can be ta 
lored to include a group of conferences — such as an Eastern fantasy league, 
which includes the ACC, Big East and Independents. 
asy players looking for a challenge, consider establishing a keeper 
. Think Terrelle Pryor is soing tobi stud in 2009? If so, a 


Keeper league setup would allow each 
owner to keep one freshman through- 

out the duration of his college care: 
In addition to the launch of the 


crabtree? 


ve 


— com college fantasy 
football section, we have partnered 
with U-Sport vee ihe een 
college fanta: 
ports.com allows for 
many different leagues, 
scoring and pl 
pool options for play- 
looking to get 
arted. During the se 
son, fantasy play 
U-Sports have 
live scoring and the abil- 
ity to banter with league 
members on a private 
message board. 

With college football 
just around the corner, 
let AthlonSports.com be 
your guide through the 
fantasy world. Throughout 
the preseason, we will continue to update 
our rankings, provide the larest news and 
notes, as well as feature pieces to help you 
win your league. During the season, 
AchlonSports.com will provide week 
rankings, player updates and informative 

weekly pieces to keep your team on top for the 
2008 season. 


ers 


1. Graham Harrell, QB, Texas Tech 
2.Tim Tebow, QB, Florida 

3, Michael Crabtree, WR, Texas Tech 
4, Dan LeFevour, QB, C. Michigan 


5. Chase Daniel, QB, Missouri 
6. Chris Wells, RB, Ohio State 
7. Tan Johnson, RB, Boise State 
8, Pat White, QB, West Virginia 
9. Chris Williams, WR, N.M. State 
10. Jeremy Maclin, WR, Missouri 
11. Damion Fletcher, RB, Southern Miss 
12. Rodney Ferguson, RB, New Mexico 
13. Knowshon Moreno, RB, Georgia 
14. Percy Harvin, WR, Florida 
15. Harvey Unga, RB, BYU 
16. Eugene Jarvis, RB, Kent State 
17. Marlon Lucky, RB, Nebraska 
18. Jarett Dillard, WR, Rice 
19. LeSean McCoy, RB, Pitt 
20, DeMarco Murray, RB, Oklahoma 
21. Arian Foster, RB, Tennessee 
22. davon Ringer, RB, Michigan State 
23. Pu, Hill, RB, Wisconsin 
24, Dante Love, WR, Ball State 
25. Noel Devine, RB, West Virginia 
26. Nate Davis, QB, Ball State 
27. Chase Holbrook, QB, N.M. State 
28. Michael Thomas, WR, Arizona 
29, Sam Bradford, QB, Oklahoma 
30. Tyrell Sutton, RB, Northwestern 
31. Casey Fitzgerald, WR, North Texas 
32, Jonathan Dwyer, RB, Georgia Tech 
33. Aaron Kelly, WR, Clemson 
34, Bryan Anderson, WR, C. Michigan 
35. Luke Lippincott, RB, Nevada 
36. Curtis Painter, QB, Purdue 
37. Justin Anderson, RB, No, Ilinois 
38. Zac Robinson, QB, Oklahoma State 
39, Eric Morris, WR, Texas Tech 
40. Darrell Mack, RB, Utah 
41. Anthony Dixon, RB, Miss. State 
42. Todd Reesing, QB, Kansas 
43, Ryan Mathews, RB, Fresno State 
44, Jeff Moturi, WR, UTEP 
45, Rusty Smith, QB, Florida Atlantic 
46, Josh Adams, RB, Wake Forest 
47. CJ, Spiller, RB, Clemson 
48, Juaquin Iglesias, WR, Okthoma 
49. Max Hall, QB, BYU 
50. Kellen Lewis, QB, Indiana 


| FRE FANTASY FOOTRAL! 


51. Brandon Gibson, WR, Wash. State 
52. Eric Decker, WR, Minnesota 

53. Brian Robiskie, WR, Ohio State 
54, James Starks, RB, Buffalo 

55. dames Davis, RB, Clemson 

56. Darius Hill, TE, Ball State 

57. Chase Coffman, TE, Missouri 

58. Marcus Barnett, WR, Cincinnati 
59. Jahvid Best, RB, Cal 

60. Jake Sharp, RB, Kansas 

61. Travis Beckum, TE, Wisconsin 

62, Emmanuel Sanders, WR, SMU 

63. Trae Johnson, WR, Tulsa 

64, Arrelious Benn, WR, Ilinois 

65. Kenny Britt, WR, Rutgers 

66. Greg Orton, WR, Purdue 

67. Tiquan Underwood, WR, Rutgers 
68. Darrell Scott, RB, Colorado 

69. Vondrell McGee, RB, Texas 

70, Evan Royster, RB, Penn State 

71. dames Casey, TE, Rice 

72, Brennan Marion, WR, Tulsa 

73, Austin Collie, WR, BYU 

74, Dez Bryant, WR, Oklahoma State 
75, Jermaine Gresham, TE, Oklahoma 
76, Chase Clement, QB, Rice 

77. Jake Locker, QB, Washington 

78, Dezmon Briscoe, WR, Kansas 

79, Jorvorskie Lane, RB, Texas A&M 
80, Mike Ford, RB, South Florida 

81, Willie Tuitama, QB, Arizona 

82, Antonio Brown, WR, C. Michigan 
83. Jeremiah Johnson, RB, Oregon 
84, Aaron Brown, RB, TCU 

85. Keegan Herring, RB, Arizona State 
86. Jeremy Childs, WR, Boise State 
87. Cortez Gent, WR, FAU 

88. Rob Gronkowski, TE, Arizona 

89, Tyrell Fenroy, RB, UL Lafayette 

90. Kevin Jurovich, WR, San Jose St. 
91. Joe McKnight, RB, USC 

92, Mike Goodson, RB, Texas A&M 
93. Dominick Goodman, WR, Cincinnati 
94, Dennis Pitta, TE, BYU 

95. Aaron Crawford, RB, Texas Tech 
96. Kenny McKinley, WR, South Carolina 
97. Kory Sheets, RB, Purdue 

98. Cornelius Ingram, TE, Florida 

99. Edward Britton, WR, Texas Tech 
100. Matt Grothe, QB, South Florida 


Visit athlonsports.com for updated rankings 
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“Teh Bre Sart: Harel: Layne Murdoch 


éCOLLEGE FANTASY FOOTBRBAI 


1, Graham Harrell, Texas Tech 
2. Tim Tebow, Florida 
3. Dan LeFevour, Central Michigan 
4, Chase Daniel, Missouri 
5, Pat White, West Virginia 
6, Nate Davis, Ball State 
7. Chase Holbrook, NM. State 
8, Sam Bradford, Oklahoma 
9, Curtis Painter, Purdue 
10, Zac Robinson, Oklahoma State 
11, Todd Reesing, Kansas 
12, Rusty Smith, Florida Atlantic 
13. Max Hall, BYU 
14, Kellen Lewis, Indiana 
15, Chase Clement, Rice 
16. Jake Locker, Washington 
17, Willie Tuitama, Arizona 
18. Matt Grothe, South Florida 
19, Cullen Harper, Clemson 
20, Justin Willis, SMU 
21. Tyler Graunke, Hawail 
22, Mark Sanchez, USC 
23. Tyler Sheehan, Bowling Green 
. Colin Kaepernick, Nevada 
. Colt McCoy, Texas 
Adam Weber, Minnesota 
Mike Teel, Rutgers 
Trevor Vittatoe, UTEP 
. Joe Ganz, Nebraska 
|, Rudy Carpenter, Arizona State 
Juice Williams, Tlinois 
2, C.J. Bachér, Northwestern 
David Johnson, Tulsa 
Hunter Cantwell, Louisville 
5. Stephen McGee, Texas A&M 
Matthew Stafford, Georgia 
Todd Boeckman, Ohio State 
Cody Hawkins, Colorado 
39. Thaddeus Lewis, Duke 
40. Brian Johnson, Utah 
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Running Backs 


1. Chris Wells, Ohio State 
2, Tan Johnson, Boise State 
3. Damion Fletcher, Southern Miss 
4, Radney Ferguson, New Mexico 
5, Knowshon Moreno, Georgia 

6, Harvey Unga, BYU 

7. Eugene Jarvis, Kent State 

8, Marlon Lucky, Nebraska 

9. LeSean McCoy, Pitt 

10, DeMarco Murray, Oklahoma 

1, Arian Foster, Tennessee 

12, Javon Ringer, Michigan State 

13, Pu, Hill, Wisconsin 

14, Noel Devine, West Virginia 

15. Tyrell Sutton, Northwestern 

16. Jonathan Dwyer, Georgia Tech 

17. Luke Lippincott, Nevada 

18. Justin Anderson, Northern Illinois 
19, Darrell Mack, Utah 

20, Anthony Dixon, Mississippi State 
21. Ryan Mathews, Fresno State 

22, Josh Adams, Wake Forest 

23. C.J, Spiller, Clemson 

24, James Starks, Buffalo 

25. dames Davis, Clemson 

26. Jahvid Best, Cal 

27. Jake Sharp, Kansas 

28. Darrell Scott, Colorado 

29, Vondrell McGee, Texas 

30, Evan Royster, Penn State 

31, dorvorskie Lane, Texas A&M 

32, Mike Ford, South Florida 

33. Jeremiah Johnson, Oregon 

34. Aaron Brown, TCU 

35. Keegan Herring, Arizona State 
36. Tyrell Fenroy, UL Lafayette 

37. Joe McKnight, USC 

38, Mike Goodson, Texas A&M 

39. Aaron Crawford, Texas Tech 

40. Kory Sheets, Purdue 

41. Deonte Jackson, Idaho 

42. Patrick Jackson, Louisiana Tech 
43, Derrick Locke, Kentucky 

44, Michael Smith, Arkansas 

45, Tarrion Adams, Tulsa 

46, Kordell Young, Rutgers 

47, Brandon West, Western Michigan 
48, Anthony Turner, Bowling Green 
49, Justin Hoskins, Central Michigan 
50. Brandon Minor, Michigan 
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VVide Receivers 


1. Michael Crabtree, Texas Tech 
2, Chris Williams, New Mexico State 
3. Jeremy Maclin, Missouri 
4, Perey Harvin, Florida 
5, Jarett Dillard, Rice 
6, Dante Love, Ball State 
7, Michael Thomas, Arizona 
8, Casey Fitzgerald, North Texas 
9, Aaron Kelly, Clemson 
10, Bryan Anderson, Central Michigan 
11. Erie Morris, Texas Tech 
12, Jeff Moturi, UTEP 
13, duaquin Iglesias, Oklahoma 
14, Brandon Gibson, Washington State 
15. Eric Decker, Minnesota 
16, Brian Robiskie, Ohio State 
17. Marcus Barnett, Cincinnati 
18, Emmanuel Sanders, SMU 
19, Trae Johnson, Tulsa 
20, Arrelious Benn, Ilinois 
21, Kenny Britt, Rutgers 
22. Greg Orton, Purdue 
23. Tiquan Underwood, Rutgers 
24, Brennan Marion, Tulsa 
25, Austin Collie, BYU 
26, Dez Bryant, Oklahoma State 
27, Dezmon Briscoe, Kansas 
28, Antonio Brown, Central Michigan 
29, Jeremy Childs, Boise State 
30, Cortez Gent, FAU 
31. Kevin Jurovich, San Jose State 
32, Dominick Goodman, Cincinnati 
33, Kenny MeKinley, South Carolina 
34, Edward Britton, Texas Tech 
35, Marko Mitchell, Nevada 
36, Freddie Barnes, Bowling Green 
37, Malcolm Lane, Hawaii 
38, AW, Harris, New Mexico State 
39, Greg Mathews, Michigan 
40, Julio Jones, Alabama 
41, DeAndre Brown, Southern Miss 
42. Dexton Fields, Kansas 
43, Jaison Williams, Oregon 
44, Jamarko Simmons, W. Michigan 
45. Carlos Singleton, Memphis 
46, Deon Murphy, Kansas State 
47, Eron Riley, Duke 
48, Stephen Williams, Toledo 
49, Danatio Alexander, Missouri 
50, Gerald Jones, Tennessee 


COLLEGE FANTASY 


Peer ahi = 


WEEKLY PODCASTS 


Tight Ends 


1. Darius Hill, Ball State 
2. Chase Coffman, Missouri 
3. Travis Beckum, Wisconsin 
4, James Casey, Rice 
5, Jermaine Gresham, Oklahoma 
6. Rab Gronkowski, Arizona 
7, Dennis Pitta, BYU 
8, Cornelius Ingram, Florida 
9. Cody Slate, Marshall 
10. Shawn Nelson, Southern Miss 
11, Jason Harmon, FAU 
12, Brandon Pettigrew, Oklahoma State 
13, Branden Ledbetter, W. Michigan 
14, Bear Pascoe, Fresno State 
15. Anthony Hill, North Carolina State 
16, Kyle Adams, Purdue 
17. Kory Sperry, Colorado State 
18. Tony Moeaki, Iowa 
19. Eddie Williams, Idaho 
20, Ed Dickson, Oregon 


1, Jeff Wolfert, Missouri 
2, Pat McAfee, West Virginia 
3, Colt David, LSU 
4, Thomas Weber, Arizona State 
5, Daniel Lincoln, Tennessee 
6. Kyle Brotzman, Boise State 
7. Chris Summers, Purdue 
8, Ryan Pretorius, Ohio State 
9, David Buehler, USC 
10, Mark Buchholz, Clemson 
11. Ryan Bailey, Texas 
12, Jason Bondzio, Arizona 
13. Dan Kelly, Hawaii 
14. Warley Leroy, FAU 
15. Austin Starr, Indiana 


1, Ohio State 9. Rutgers 
2, USC 10, Wake Forest 


3, Oklahoma 11, Wisconsin 
4,1SU 12, Boston College 
5, Auburn 13, TCU 

6. Cincinnati 14, South Florida 
7.VirginiaTech 15. Oregon 


8, Penn State 


JUCO 


1. Chris Todd, QB, Auburn 
2, Carl Moore, WR, Florida 

3. Arkelon Hall, QB, Memphis 

4, LeGarrette Blount, RB, Oregon 

5, Beau Johnson, RB, Oklahoma State 
6. Correy Surrency, WR, Florida State 
7. Verran Tucker, WR, Cal 

8, Aubrey Quarles, WR, Kansas State 
9. Tavares Pressley, RB, Florida State 
10, Jocques Crawford, RB, Kansas 
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2008 College Fantasy Football Mock Draft 


For the rest of the mock draft, visit, athlonsports.com. 


Offense 
10 yards rushing = 2 point 
10 yards receiving = 1 point 
25 yards passing = 1 point 
4 points per passing TD 

6 points per rushing TD 

6 points per receiving TD 
055 points per reception 


Kickers 


40-49 yards = 4 pts 
50-59 yards = 5 pts 
Greater than 60 yard 


David Ausberry, WR, USC 

This could be the speedster Ronald Johnson. Or Patrick 
Turner, Or Vidal Hazelton. Ausberry is the most talented and 
physically gifted of the group. 

Mark Dell, WR, Michigan State 

Devin Thomas had a breakout season in °07 and decided to 
bolt to the NFL a year early. Quarterback Brian Hoyer will 
now look to Dell to pick-up the slack in *08 

Greg Little, RB, North Carolina 

This converted wide receiver earned the starting tailback 
spot after a 2007 finale of 154 yards and two scores against 
Duke. His numbers should be consistently strong as the Tar 
Heels’ featured back. 

Derrick Locke, RB, Kentucky 

A sophomore who came to Lexington on a track scholarship, 
Locke was Rafael Little's back-up last year. He played very 
well against the likes of LSU, Tennessee and Florida. 

Trent Guy, WR, Louisville 

Gary Barnidge, Harry Douglas and Mario Urrutia have all 
moved on and left a major gap in the receiving corps. Ex- 
pect Guy to step in and be Hunter Cantwell's main target. 
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Less than 30 yards = 3 pts 


Team Defenses 
Opoints allowed - 15 pts 
2-6 points allowed - 10 pts 
7-13 points allowed -7 pts 
14-20 points allowed -4 pts 
21-27 points allowed - 2 pts 
28-34 points allowed - 0 pts 
35+ points allowed - (-2) pts 


6pts 


Chris Rainey, RB, Florida 
This could have just as well as been USC transfer Em- 
manuel Moody. Moody will be the inside runner while 
Rainey is the big-play threat. 

Gary Rogers, QB, Washington State 

New coach Paul Wulff has already stated that he is going to 
throw early and often. With the talented Brandon Gibson at 
his side, expect Rogers, a fifth-year senior but first-time 
starter, to put up solid numbers. 


Michael Smith, RB, Arkansas 

With Felix Jones and Darren McFadden moving on to the 
NFL, Smith becomes the obvious beneficiary of the high- 
powered Bobby Petrino rushing attack. 


Deonte Thompson, WR, Florida 

This burner of a wide receiver will be the guy to step in and 
pick-up where Andre Caldwell left off. The Gators have a ton 
of weapons, so he comes with a bit of a risk. 


Marcus Thigpen, RB, Indiana 

With dynamic receiver James Hardy moving onto the NFL, 
Thigpen becomes the go-to guy for talented quarterback 
Kellen Lewis. 


Mike Crabtree | Graham Harrell| TimTebow | BeanieWells | PatWhite | DanLeFevour | Ian Johnson | Chase Daniel Damion Fletcher 

WR QB QB RB QB QB RB QB RB 
TexasTech |  TexasTech Florida Ohio State | West Virginia | C. Michigan Boise Missouri Southern Miss 

20 19 18, Fa 16 15 14 13, 22 1 

Harvey Unga | LeSean McCoy | Rodney Casey Noel Devine | Percy Harvin | ChrisWilliams | DeMarco Knowshon | Nate Davis 
RB RB Ferguson Fitzgerald RB wR wR Murray Moreno QB < 
BYU Pitt RB wR W. Virginia Florida NM. State RB RB Ball State 

New Mexico | NorthTexas Oklahoma Georgia 

21. 7 23, m4. 2. 4 Z. a 2, 30. 

Jarett Dillard Pu. Hill Eugene Jarvis | Marion Lucky | Luke Lippincott | Javon Ringer | Emmanuel | Justin Anderson| Chase Holbrook | Michae! Thomas 
wR RB RB RB RB RB Sanders RB QB WR 
Rice Wisconsin Kent State Nebraska Nevada _| Michigan State WR No.Ilinois | NM. State Arizona 

SMU 

40, EF 38, ow. % Ea we. B 2 3 

Darrell Mack | Arian Foster | Tyrell Sutton | Dante Love duaquin —|Bryan Anderson| Jonathan Dwyer| Darrell Scott | EricMorris | Chris Rainey 
RB RB RB wR Iglesias wR RB RB wr RB < 
Utah Tennessee | Northwestern | Ball State WR Michigan | GeorgiaTech | Colorado Texas Tech Florida 

Oklahoma 
a1 2 #8. 6 7. # 7 0 
JefiMoturi | Aaron Kelly | Brandon Gibson| Kellen Lewis | Joe McKnight | Ryan Mathews | LeGarrette | DezBryant | JamesDavis | Mike Ford 
WR wR WR eB RB Blount wR RB RB 
UTEP Clemson | Washington St.| Indiana usc RB Oklahoma St. | Clemson | South Florida 
Oregon 


Safeties -2 pts 

Fumbles recovered - 3 pts 

Interceptions recovered ~3 pts 

Sacks -1 pt 

Defensive/Special Teams touchdowns - 6 pts 


1. Darrell Scott, RB, Colorado 
2. Julio Jones, WR, Alabama 
3. DeAndre Brown, WR, Southern Miss 
4, Darron Thomas, QB, Oregon 
5. De’Anthony Curtis, RB, Arkansas 
6. Blake Ayles, TE, USC 
7. Michael Floyd, WR, Notre Dame 
8, Josh Haden, RB, Boston College 
9. Jeff Fuller, WR, Texas ARM 

10. Enrique Davis, RB, Ole Miss 

11 Tavarres King, WR, Georgia 

12. Darryl Stonum, WR, Michigan 

13. Dan Buckner, WR, Texas 

14. Terrelle Pryor, QB, Ohio State 

15. Kavario Middleton, TE, Washington 

16. Justin Feagin, ATH, Michigan 

17. Mikel LeShoure, RB, Illinois 

18. Au. Green, WR, Georgia 

19. Aldarius Johnson, WR, Miami 

20. Darius Ashley, RB, Louisville 
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What the...? 


There are garden-u 


riety upsets, and then are those scores that elicit a stunned double-take as they 


scroll past on the ticker. Here are the top 10 jaw-droppers — not all of which are upsets —from 


the 2007 season. 


APPALACHIAN STATE 34, MICHIGAN 32 

SEPT, 1 AT MICHIGAN 

Yes, Appalachian Stare was the two-time defending Division I-AA 
champs, but the 
ing. The Moun 
world when they visit Baron Rouge on Aug. 30 to take on the mighty 
LSU Tigers. 


UTAH 44, UCLA6 

SEPT. 15 AT UTAH 

UCLA was on a roll, with a 2-0 record that featured 
wins over Stanford (45-17) and BYU (27-17). Utah, on 
the other hand, was 0-2 with losses to Oregon State and 
Air Force. But the mistake-prone Bruins turned the ball 


ap in talent between these two programs is stagger- 


neers will have another opportunity to shock the 


over five times, including three Ben Olson interceptions, 
en route to a stunningly one-sided loss. 


SYRACUSE 38, LOUISVILLE 35 

SEPT. 22 AT LOUISVILLE 

‘The Orange headed to Louisville with an 0-3 record, 
and none of their games had be 
(42-12), Iowa (35-0) and Illino 
Syracu 
BCS con 


close — Washington 
s (41-20). In addition, 
had not scored more than 20 poin 


against a 


erence foe in more tha 


a 


alendar yi 


Ir. 


COLORADO 27, OKLAHOMA 24 
SEPT. 29 AT COLORADO 
Oklahoma had climbed to No. 3 in the AP poll after 


VIRGINIA 48, MIAMI 0 

NOV. 10 AT MIAMI 

‘The Hurricanes should have read David Maraniss’ book on Vince 
Lombardi, When Pride Still Mattered. This once-proud — and once- 
feared — program shut down the historic Orange Bowl with a hu- 


winning its firse four games by an average margin of 49.8 
points. Colorado was 2-2 but had lost its two games to 
BCS conference opponents by an average score of 25-10. 


NOTRE DAME 20, UCLA 6 

OCT. 6 AT UCLA 

‘The anemic Irish offense had averaged 9.2 points per game en roure 
to an 0-5 start. UCLA had been 4-1 and had scored at least 27 points 
h of its wins, The Bruins rolled up more than twice as many 
yards as Notre Dame (282 to 140) but committed seven turnovers — 
seven more than Notre Dame. 


STANFORD 24, USC 23 

OCT. 6 AT USC 

You could argue that this was the biggest upset in college football his- 
tory. You might be right. Stanford was a 41-point underdog a 
USC team that had won 35 straight at home. 


KANSAS 76, NEBRASKA 39 

NOV. 3 AT KANSAS 

‘This game produced one of the greatest stats of all-time: Kansas scored 
more points in this game against Nebraska than it did in the entire 
decade of the 1980s vs. the Huskers. 


in ea 


nst a 


THE GAME THAT STARTED THE MADNESS — APPALACHIAN STATE'S STUNNING UPSET OF MICHIGAN 
IN THE BIG HOUSE. 


NEBRASKA 73, KANSAS STATE 31 

NOV. 10 AT NEBRASKA 

One week after getting blitzed by Kansas 76-39, the Cornhusk 
rung up 73 on Kan . At this point, we hadn't yet figured out 
that K-Seate had che 


UL MONROE 21, ALABAMA 14 
NOV, 17 AT ALABAMA. 


Who let Mike Shula coach the boys for a day? Surely, no Nick 


-d out for the season, 


an- 
led outfit would lose at home to UL Monroe, a team that lost its two 
previous games vs. BCS foes by an average margin of 31.5 points. 


SPECIAL MENTION 

NAVY 46, NOTRE DAME 44 (0T) 
NOV, 3 AT NOTRE DAME 

If you had been paying attention during the first two months of the 
win in South Bend shouldn't have come 


college football season, Navy 
as too much of a surprise. Still, anytime one team snaps a 43-game 
losing streak against another team, it deserves some sort of mention on 
this page. 
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